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ECOLOGY IN SOMERSET 2022

SOMERSET DANDELIONS 
(TARAXACUM) – 2022 UPDATE

S. J. LEACH, J. WEBB AND G. E. LAVENDER

Freed from COVID-19 restrictions, we again spent 
our spring days on the hunt for new dandelions. 
But the rather frantic rushing-about of earlier years 
is subtly changing: as our familiarity with some of 
the more frequently occurring species in Somerset 
has grown, so we have become more targeted in our 
collecting. With encouragement from the national 
Taraxacum referee, John Richards (AJR), we are now 
even starting to record a few of the more distinctive 
and easily-recognised species (e.g. T. amicorum, T. 
boekmanii, T. faeroense, T. pulchrifolium, T. sellandii, 
T. subexpallidum) without always having to collect 
them. And, thanks to his excellent Field Handbook 
(Richards 2021), our identification ‘success rate’ for 
those we do collect seems to be improving too. 

As in previous years, recording in 2022 was 
chiefly in VC5 (S. Somerset), although one of us 
(SJL) made a brief and productive foray into VC6 
(N. Somerset). It turned out that amongst the 100-
plus specimens we collected there were three species 
new to VC5 and Somerset as a whole (T. latens, T. 
pseudomarklundii, T. sagittipotens), and two new to 
VC5 only (T. porrigens, T. subhuelphersianum). Full 
details of these are given below.

We also made new records at hectad (10km square) 
level for a further 28 species; these included second 
county records for T. acutifidum (JW), T. macrolobum 
(SJL), T. obliquilobum (JW) and T. pachymerum 
(GEL), plus second and third VC5 records for T. 
hesperium (GEL), and second VC6 records for T. 
amicorum and T. necessarium (both SJL). 

The results of our recording in 2022 were a 
reminder, yet again, of the benefits to be gained from 
keeping close to home. One of us (JW) has now been 
studying dandelions in the Old Cleeve/Watchet/Blue 
Anchor area for almost 20 years, yet in 2022 she 
still managed to add eight species to the list of those 
occurring in her ‘home’ hectad (ST04), while SJL, in 
the Taunton area, also added eight to his (ST22).

On a gloomier note, another lesson learnt in 2022 
had much to do with the vagaries of the postal service. 
Quite late in the year it emerged that GEL’s precious 
package of specimens had been lost ‘in transit’ to 
AJR. Without physical specimens this meant that 
any determinations of GEL’s collections would have 
to rely entirely on his photographic images of the 

plants in their fresh state. In fact, AJR still managed 
to put names to a surprisingly large number of GEL’s 
dandelions, although inevitably the lack of pressed 
specimens meant that many had to be assessed 
as ‘indet’ (i.e. unidentifiable), or else tentatively 
identified pending further collections in the future. 

Apart from those of GEL’s that went missing in the 
post, voucher specimens of all the more significant 
records in 2022, including all of those noted above, 
have been lodged in the SANHS/Somerset County 

Fig. 1 Taraxacum porrigens, a new record for VC5 
from Old Cleeve, very much on Jeanne Webb’s ‘home 
patch’ (Photo: Simon Leach, with kind permission of 

SANHS and South West Heritage Trust)
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Herbarium (TTN). Amongst them, as already 
mentioned, are the following new county/VC5 
records.

Taraxacum latens – Taunton, Creech Castle (ST 2495 
2562), on W verge of Bridgwater Road (A38), 22 
Mar, SJL, conf. AJR; first record for VC5 and 
Somerset, and apparently the first record for SW 
England of this rare, rather attractive and possibly 
native species (see map in Richards 2021).

Taraxacum porrigens – Old Cleeve (ST 0475 4223), 
field next to Rockshill Copse, standing out from 
other dandelions as its leaves were greyish and 
distinctively lobed, 18 Apr, JW, conf. AJR; first 
record for VC5, third for Somerset but VC6 
records are all pre 2000. These appear to be the 
only records of this alien species in SW England 
(see map in Richards 2021). (Fig. 1)

Taraxacum pseudomarklundii – Kendle Farm (SS 
9390 3399), on sunny south-facing bank, 12 Mar, 
GEL, det. AJR from photos; first record for VC5 
and Somerset, and the first for Britain outside 
South Devon (Day and Richards 2020; Richards 
2021). Copies of photos are to be deposited in 
TTN in lieu of a physical specimen. (Fig. 2)

Taraxacum sagittipotens – Chargot Wood, 
Luxborough (SS 9750 3546), in grass border of 
car-park beside B3224, 8 May, JW, conf. AJR; first 
confirmed record for VC5 and Somerset of this 
native species, the only previous record (Taunton, 
in 2017) considered doubtful.

Taraxacum subhuelphersianum – Old Cleeve (ST 
0422 4181), sandstone bank of sunken lane, 3 Apr, 
JW, conf. AJR; a rare species nationally, this is the 
first record for VC5, and the second for Somerset.

A revised and updated ‘Checklist of Somerset 

Dandelions’ can be found on the Somerset Rare Plants 
Group website (https://www.somersetrareplantsgroup.
org.uk/dandelions/). The Somerset list stands at 171 
species, excluding two (T. maculosum and T. palustre) 
now considered by AJR to be errors. That is not to say 
they don’t occur in Somerset – they may well do – but 
their presence is yet to be proven.
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Fig. 2 Taraxacum pseudomarklundii, new to Somerset, 
one of the specimens lost in the post that John 

Richards was able to identify from photographs 
(Photo: © Graham Lavender)
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