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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOMERSET ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY: 2022

SANHS CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2022

1	 Written by William Hancock, solicitor, in a paper written to inform trustees. 
2	 See pp. 199-204

In 2022 the Board decided that SANHS could 
not prevaricate any longer and it was vital for the 
Society to become a CIO – a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation. Why is it so essential to for SANHS to 
do this?

One of our members, William Hancock, explained 
the situation clearly: 

At present SANHS is an unincorporated 
association. An unincorporated association has 
been judicially defined as ‘two or more persons 
bound together for one or more common 
purposes, not being business purposes, by 
mutual undertakings each having mutual 
duties and obligations, in an organisation 
which has rules which identify in whom control 
of it and its funds rests and on what terms and 
which can be joined or left at will’.
An unincorporated association, by definition, does 

not have a legal status separate from its members. 
Consequently, contracts cannot be entered into with 
the Society and property cannot be held by the 
Society itself.1

Consequently, in September 2022 the Caretaker 
CIO board were appointed, comprising Matthew 
Blows, Fiona Holmes and Christine Webster, to run 
in parallel with the main SANHS Board. Work began 
immediately to draft a new constitution, look for 
funding and banking options, find a charity lawyer and 
start compiling an asset register. This work continues 
to keep both boards very busy. The aim is to compete 
the change to SANHS CIO by the end of December 
2023. At the beginning of 2024 it is inevitable that 
both SANHS and SANHS CIO will have to run side 
by side, as there will be unfinished business that it 
has not been possible to compete – most of which 
will be financial. 

Our second major project in 2022 was to take the 
Wyndham Hall back into the care of SANHS. The 
Society (SANHS) owns the freehold of the Wyndham 
Hall – built in 1927 – upon the bequest of George 
Wyndham. The building was ceded as part of the 

Castle lease in 2011. Since then, the building had 
deteriorated. An option to surrender has been drawn 
up that gives the Society the right to take the property 
back. SCC has offered £7,000 as a full and final 
amount to settle any liability of maintenance. We 
were able to complete a few repairs, the two main 
ones were the roof, which had been leaking badly, 
and the asbestos which had been used as insulation 
in the projection box. We were able to open the hall 
during Heritage Open Days to allow people back 
into the building and look round and also to sign 
up to volunteer in transforming the hall back into a 
usable space. The hall was also used to launch the 
availability of SANHS Family Membership during a 
Family Fun Day. 

The recovery from the effects of the Covid 
pandemic has been slow. Nevertheless, the SANHS 
subject committees have had a significant impact on 
outreach and learning, by continuing to hold events 
and engage in specialist projects. The flag ship project 
for the Historic Buildings committee – The Early 
Dunster Project – has continued to provide nationally 
significant insights into the construction and date of 
early wooden framed buildings in the town.2 Historic 
England have supported the project by organising 
dendro-dating of as many buildings as possible to 
support the building surveys. A report record of each 
building studied has been deposited with the South 
West Heritage Trust. The intention is that publication 
will continue after the end of this project. 

The Historic buildings committee also gave Mick 
Aston’s Young Archaeologists (MAYA) a tour of 
Dunster’s old buildings. Alongside this the historic 
building committee also participated in the Local 
listing project, working with the South West Heritage 
Trust and other Somerset historic buildings specialists. 

The Archaeology committee’s annual archaeology 
day was held live at Wembdon on 26 March, with John 
Allan the keynote speaker on the subject Glastonbury 
Abbey. In November the committee held a series of 
pottery workshops organised in association with the 
Medieval and Later Pottery Research Group at Wells 
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and Mendip Museum.
Eight webinars were held throughout the year, 

again supported by all sections of the Society, ranging 
from single lectures (mainly held weekday evenings) 
through to a multi-lecture event, on an archaeological 
topic. The webinars have been well supported; their 
smooth running and success is due to a small behind-
the-scenes team of members. Webinars, enabling, 

as they do, participation from Society members 
geographically remote from Somerset and members 
who, for other reasons, might be unable to participate, 
will become a long-term addition to the SANHS 
repertoire, and will form a permanent part of our 
online archive.

Lizzie Induni
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SOMERSET ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
TRUSTEES AND OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY for 2022

PATRON:	 Lady Gass MA

HOLDING TRUSTEES:	 John Acland-Hood
	 Steven Pugsley
	 David Dawson BA FSA FMA

PRESIDENT:	 Nigel Pearce

VICE-PRESIDENTS:	 Julian Orbach BA Hon RSAW
	 David Dawson BA FSA FMA

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS:	 Chair: Christopher Chanter
	 Vice-chair: Lizzie Induni MA PhD
	 Hon. Secretary: Christine Webster BA (Hons) PGCE
	 Hon. Treasurer: Martin Salzer MA PhD MIMechE (from September)
	 Hon. Librarian: David Bromwich MA
	 Editor: Robert Webley BA (Hons) MA PhD

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER:	 Anthony Porter BA FCA

TRUSTEES (with date of retirement):

Christopher Chanter (2022)
Sue Goodman BSc (Hons) MA Dip Lib (2022)
Harriet Induni BA MPhil PhD (2023)
Lizzie Induni MA PhD (2023)
Gerardine McHugh-Solimon BA (Hons) BA (Hons) MA PGCE (co-opted September)
David Reid (2021)
Martin Salzer MA PhD MIMechE (co-opted September)
Emma Turk BA (Hons) (co-opted June)
Christine Webster BA (Hons) PGCE (co-opted September)

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Archaeology: David Baker MA
Heritage Grants: David Dawson BA FSA FMA
Historic Buildings: Lizzie Induni MA PhD
Library: Sue Goodman BSc (Hons) MA DipLib
Local History: John Page
Museum Collection: David Baker MA
Natural History: David Reid
Publications: Chris Webster BTech PGCert FSA MCIfA
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