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SUMMARY

Archaeological excavations were undertaken in
2015 and 2016 in advance of the construction of a
flood relief channel at Cannington, Somerset, by The
Environment Agency. The work was a culmination of
several phases of investigation, including geophysical
surveys and trial trenching which formed part of
the mitigation undertaken in support of planning
permission granted by Sedgemoor District Council.
Six sites covering a total of 0.95ha were excavated in
areas identified as being of archaeological interest.
The earliest remains were two ring-ditches of Middle
Bronze Age date. There were few associated finds, and
no human remains, although it is considered likely
that the ring-ditches were funerary monuments. No
other activity occurred on the site until the Late Iron
Age, although the main phase of occupation appears
to have started in the Roman period. This comprised
an extensive series of enclosures and boundary
ditches, most clearly identified in the western part of
the site. Finds included a relatively large assemblage
of Roman pottery — mainly coarsewares, together
with some iron slag, a quernstone and charred
crops. In the eastern extremity of the site there was
evidence of later Roman settlement associated with
Sfour inhumation burials, although they were poorly
preserved. The deposits here were interleaved with,
and ultimately covered by, alluvial clay deriving from
flooding from Cannington Brook.
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INTRODUCTION
Project background

Between 2013 and 2017 Cotswold Archaeology
undertook archaeological recording along the
Cannington Flood Alleviation Scheme (centred on
NGR ST 2539 3892; Fig. 1). The scheme bisects
agricultural land south of the village of Cannington
and provides a new 2km-long channel diverting a
section of Cannington Brook away from, and to the
south of, the village from where it drains into the River
Parrett to the east. The land here is low lying at around
19m above Ordnance Datum, with a gradual fall of
slope eastwards towards the Parrett. The underlying
geology along the scheme comprises Triassic Mercia
Mudstone (BGS 2015).

Site investigation history

Along the western section of the scheme, ageophysical
survey identified probable Romano-British enclosures
and trackways (Stratascan 2013) (Figs 2A and 3A).
This section was further investigated during a trial
trench evaluation which confirmed the findings of the
geophysical survey (CA 2013). Following this, the
excavation of five geotechnical pits was monitored,
although no archaeological remains were observed
(CA2014).

Along the eastern section, a geophysical survey
indicated the presence of ditches close to the
easternmost end of the route (Stratascan 2015) (Fig.
4A). Subsequent trial trench evaluation confirmed that
archaeological remains here were largely confined to
the easternmost extent of the scheme (CA 2015a).

Areas containing significant archaeological
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Fig. 1 Site location plan, showing location of groundworks
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Fig. 2 Plan showing archaeological interventions along the western section
of the scheme

remains were selected for targeted excavation. This
included an area towards the central western part of
the scheme excavated in 2015 (‘2015 Excavation
Area’; CA 2015b) (Fig. 3A), along with five other
areas excavated in 2016: Areas 2 and 3 in the western
section (Fig. 2); Area 4 in the central section (Fig. 3);
and Areas 6A and 6B within the eastern section (Fig.
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4) — a total of 0.95 ha. A subsequent watching brief
undertaken during construction works in 2016 and
2017 identified no further archaeological remains.
Following the completion of the fieldwork, the
site’s potential was assessed in a Post-Excavation
Assessment report (CA 2018), which included an
Updated Project Design recommending that the results
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Fig. 3 Plan showing archaeological interventions along the central section of the scheme
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Fig. 4 Plan showing archaeological interventions along the eastern section of the scheme

from the various phases of work be summarised for
publication (this report). Fuller details can be found
within the reports from the various phases of work
cited above, and within the site archive which will
be deposited at the Somerset Heritage Centre under
accession no. TTNCM 108/2013.
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RESULTS

Archaeological remains were found in all the
excavation areas and dated to the Middle Bronze Age,
Late Iron Age to Roman, and post-Roman periods.
Details of remains found during the evaluation can be
found in the relevant reports (CA 2013; 2015a) and are
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Fig. 5 Middle Bronze Age Ring-ditch 1 A) photograph in plan B)
photograph of ditch profile

only noted below where they relate to the findings of
the excavations. In addition to the remains described
below, a small assemblage of residual Late Bronze
Age to Iron Age pottery was recovered, and a broken
Late Neolithic transverse arrowhead was retrieved
from subsoil. The results are discussed below by area,
from west to east.

Areas 2 and 3

Late Iron Age to Roman (100 BC to AD 400)

Areas 2 and 3 were located to investigate the Roman
enclosures identified by the geophysical survey (Fig.

2A). Area 2 revealed part of a ditch, whilst Area 3
revealed two ditches (Figs 2B, 2C). The earliest

remains comprised a small quantity of Late Iron Age
to Early Roman pottery from short ditch segment
3015 in Area 3. This ditch was immediately south-
east of a more extensive ditch, 3005, which ran on
a parallel, north-east/south-west alignment across the
excavated area and produced a single sherd of Roman
pottery. No further continuation of this ditch was
recorded during the geophysical survey.

Further, indeterminate, Roman pottery came from
east/west aligned ditch 2003, which was partially
exposed within Area 2, along with a return to the
south at its eastern end. The western continuation of
this ditch was recorded during the geophysical survey
(Fig. 2A), where its course was found to run alongside
the northern edge of a series of small ovoid and
rectilinear enclosures (confirmed by the evaluation),
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Fig. 6 Middle Bronze Age Ring-ditch 2 A) photograph in plan B)
photograph of ditch profile

and perhaps defined the edge of a trackway or a larger
enclosure to its north.

2015 Excavation Area
Middle Bronze Age (1600-1200 BC)

The earliest discoveries made along the scheme
comprised two ring-ditches (Ring-ditches 1 and 2)
14m apart, near the centre of the scheme (Figs 3A,
3B). Neither was detected by the geophysical survey.
Both were similar in diameter, at 7.5m; and both were
without internal features. The south-westernmost
example, Ring-ditch 1, survived as a steep-sided ditch
Im wide and 0.5m deep with a flat base (Fig. 5). It
contained clayey fills which included two decorated
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rim sherds consistent with Middle Bronze Age
‘Trevisker-related’ pottery comparable to material
from Brean Down, Somerset, and datable to 1600-
1200 BC (McSloy, below). An environmental sample
from Ring-ditch 1 produced only poorly preserved
charcoal, with identifiable fragments being of oak.
Ring-ditch 2 was defined by a slighter ditch, 0.5m
wide and 0.2m deep, with almost vertical sides and
a broad, flat base (Fig. 6). Its clayey fills lacked finds.

Roman (AD 50-400)

A single Roman ditch (2660) was found (Fig. 3). It
was 1.2m wide and 0.3m deep and produced two
small sherds of Roman pottery. No continuation of
this ditch was recorded by the geophysical survey, but



it may be associated with other geophysical features,
together indicating adjoining rectilinear enclosures
on a broadly north-west/south-east axis and perhaps
forming the eastern limit of the Roman enclosures
recorded in and around Areas 2 and 3 on a similar
alignment.

Medieval (1000-1500)

Three parallel ditches (2253, 2241 and 2212)
aligned north-west/south-east were present. Part of
a rectilinear enclosure on the same alignment was
also found, defined by ditch 2239. Although all
lacked datable finds, ditches 2253 and 2241 were
stratigraphically later than the Roman ditch, whilst
ditch 2212 was earlier than a quarry pit, although
the latter also lacked datable finds. These features
are tentatively suggested as being of medieval date,
although it is conceivable that ditch 2239 was part of
the Roman enclosure system suggested above.

Post-medieval to modern (1500-present)

Two adjacent quarry pits were partially exposed
in the north-eastern part of the excavation. They
lacked datable finds but are the latest features
stratigraphically.

Area 4

Area 4, within the central section of the scheme, lay
where no geophysical anomalies had been recorded
(Fig. 3A).

Late Iron Age to Roman

A single sherd of handmade pottery from ditch 4005
(Fig. 3C) is broadly datable to the Iron Age and
perhaps into the Early Roman period. Several similar
but unphased features (ditches 4009, 4021 and 4023,
pits 4013 and 4019) may have been associated with
this ditch, but all lacked datable finds.

Medieval (1000-1500)

A single ditch or furrow (4025) aligned north-west/
south-east was found. It varied from 0.9m to 4.7m
wide and was up to 0.35m deep, and produced two
sherds of medieval pottery, one a coarseware rim
sherd of the 12th to 15th centuries.

Modern (1800-present)

Two parallel north-west/south-east oriented ditches
extended across the eastern end of Area 4. Both were
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cut through the subsoil and contained modern pottery.
Area 6A

Area 6A examined the westernmost geophysical
anomalies at the eastern end of the scheme (Fig. 4A).
All the remains here were found to be Roman, and a
degree of intercutting has allowed two Roman phases
to be suggested, although the very narrow width
(11m) of the excavated area means that this phasing is
tentative, as are the date ranges suggested. In addition
to the features described below, 21 sherds of late
prehistoric pottery (spanning the Late Bronze Age to
Iron Age) were recovered as residual material within
Roman features.

Roman Phase 1 (mid to late 3rd century AD)

A C-shaped ditch (Enclosure B; Fig. 4B) was the
earliest feature in Area 6A. It enclosed an area 30m
wide and open to the north-west; no ditch terminals
were exposed within the excavated area, but neither
was a continuation of the ditch apparent on the
geophysical survey, and its overall form is unknown.
The ditch itself was up to 0.85m deep and had been
re-cut, its fills producing broadly datable Roman
local reduced coarseware pottery. A soil sample from
the ditch contained charred crop-processing waste
(Wyles, below). Within the enclosed area were three
postholes (6084, 6090 and 6179); although these
lacked finds, they may be the remains of an internal
structure, with the ditch having provided drainage. A
further ditch (6169) to the immediate east, terminating
within the site, produced 2nd- to 4th-century pottery,
and further pottery of this date came from short ditch
6231 just beyond its terminal. Some of the pottery
from ditch 6169 was closely datable to the mid 3rd
to 4th and late 3rd to 4th centuries, respectively, and
considered intrusive from later features. It suggests
that much of the activity here was Late Roman.

Roman Phase 2 (late 3rd to 4th century AD)

Later Roman remains in Area 6A comprised features
truncating Enclosure B. These included ditches 6176
and 6122, both on north-west/south-east alignments,
and ditch 6155 which extended north-eastwards into
the site before terminating at pit 6120. These features
produced 2nd- to 4th-century pottery, including a
sherd of Oxford white-slipped mortarium dating
to after AD 260/270 (ditch 6176); ditch 6155 also
contained a copper-alloy sprung brooch, although this
was fragmentary and not closely identifiable.
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Fig. 7 Detailed plan of Area 6B

Area 6B

Area 6B examined the easternmost geophysical
anomalies along the scheme (Fig. 4A). The earliest
remains here comprised alluvium 6005, which pre-
dated all the Roman features and was cut by the
earliest Roman remains (Fig. 7, Phase 1). The Phase
1 features were sealed by a sequence of three further
alluvial deposits (6004-6002), the uppermost of
which was cut into by the Phase 2 Roman features.
Within the western part of Area 6B, the latest Roman
remains were sealed by two further alluvial deposits
(6043 and 6045). The alluvial deposits have not
been illustrated. These phases may broadly equate
with those in Area 6A, but stratigraphic evidence for
this was lacking since the alluvial deposits were not
traceable between the areas. Given that the majority
of the pottery recovered from both phases of activity
dates to the Middle to Late Roman period, a short
overall time span is suggested and the silting up of
features may have occurred rapidly.

Roman Phase 1 (mid to late 3rd century AD)

The earliest alluvium, 6005, was cut by a ditched

enclosure (C), as well as by further ditches and two
postholes (6027 and 6033) (Fig. 7). The ditches
(6006, 6020, 6012, 6028, 6031, 6039 and 6040)
were aligned broadly north-west/south-east; ditches
6012 and 6006 included returns suggestive of small
enclosures, whilst four parallel ditches (6028, 6031,
6039 and 6040) may represent successive phases of a
boundary, in which case perhaps indicating episodes
of alluviation between each successive ditch. These
features produced Late Roman pottery, including
large storage jars, along with metallurgical residues
indicative of smithing (Starley, below). In addition,
ditch 6039 produced 52 tiny fragments of copper alloy,
retrieved by bulk soil sampling, all unidentifiable
except two Roman-style studs. It also contained over
a kilo of mid 3rd- to 4th-century Roman pottery and
a partial dog skeleton. A further partial dog skeleton
came from fill 6175 of the ditch of Enclosure C. Grave
6086 was found adjacent and parallel to ditch 6039. It
contained SK 6087, the poorly preserved remains of
a probable male aged 18-20 years at death and buried
in an extended supine position (Clough, below; Fig.
10A).1

A sample from ditch 6020 contained the charred
remains of cereals, both chaff and grains, including

! A radiocarbon sample from the fibula of the skeleton returned a measurement of 3667+/-30 BP, calibrating to 2140-1950 cal.
BC (2 sigma, IntCal20; BRAMS-5038). A re-run of the sample gave an identical result indicating the absence of a technical
error, and no error was found with the sampling of the skeleton. However, the grave’s stratigraphic and spatial alignment with
Ditch 6039, as well as the body position of the skeleton, strongly imply that the burial is Romano-British rather than Early
Bronze Age. Currently this matter is unresolved and despite a preference to interpret the burial as Romano-British the date
remains uncertain; it may only be resolved through further scientific analysis.
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hulled wheat (emmer or spelt), barley, and possible
free-threshing wheat. Charred and waterlogged
weed seeds from the ditch were generally those
associated with arable land, although species of damp
environments were also present, reflecting the wetter
ditch levels and flooding episodes, the latter part of a
series of events which ultimately deposited alluvium
across the Phase 1 features.

Roman Phase 2 (late 3rd to 4th centuries AD)

The Phase 1 features were sealed in turn by alluvial
deposits 6004, 6003 and 6002. A sample from the
lowest of these alluvial layers, 6004, produced
further iron smithing and cereal processing waste.
The uppermost alluvium, 6002, was cut by the Phase
2 Roman features including north-west/south-east
aligned ditches 6105 and 6126, which were on a
slightly different alignment to the ditches of Phase 1.
Further slight ditches and a few pits were also of this
phase, along with three graves. Most of these features
contained Late Roman pottery.

The three graves were all at the south-western
extent of Area 6B and all produced Late Roman
pottery. Graves 6091 and 6094 were cut through the
fill of shallow Phase 2 ditch 6046 and maintained
its north-west/south-east alignment; grave 6097 lay
on a similar alignment, just to the west. The human
remains within these graves were poorly preserved
(Clough, below). Grave 6091 contained SK 6092, a
probable male aged over 45 at death and buried in
a prone extended position (Fig. 10B). A fragment
of a Late Roman shale bracelet found by one of this
individual’s wrists may have been worn at the time
of burial, or have been a grave good. The individuals
within graves 6094 and 6097 (SKs 6095 and 6098
respectively) were buried in extended supine positions
(Figs 10C, 10D). SK 6095 may have been male and
was an adult, whilst SK 6098 was aged over 45 at
death, but the sex of this individual was not possible
to determine. A small lead item of undetermined form
came from the fill of grave 6097.

Post-Roman

The Roman Phase 2 features were sealed by alluvial
layers 6044 and 6043 that were in turn sealed by
the subsoil and topsoil. Late Roman pottery was
recovered from alluvium 6044, but the deposit itself
may be post-Roman, albeit not closely datable.
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THE FINDS

Pottery
E. R. McSloy

Pottery amounting to 1,515 sherds (22,687g) was
recovered. Full reporting on this assemblage is
included in the archive and the overall assemblage
composition is set out in Table 1. Where applicable for
certain of the Roman pottery, fabric codings matching
to National Roman Fabric Reference Collection
(Tomber and Dore 1998) are applied.

Bronze Age

Two early prehistoric sherds (59g) came from Ring-
ditch 1 (2015 Excavation Area; fills 2263 and 2278),
representing a single vessel in a coarse grog-tempered
fabric (GT1) also containing sparse quartzite or
chert inclusions. The vessel, which is decorated with
finger impressions to its rim and deep incised lines
at the neck/shoulder, is of ‘Trevisker-related’ type
considered to date to the Middle Bronze Age, c. 1600-
1200 BC, and is comparable to material from Brean
Down (Woodward 1990).

Drawing catalogue (Fig. 8)
1 Fabric GT1. Trevisker-related vessel. Ring-
ditch 1 (fills 2263/2278)

Iron Age to Ist century AD

Small quantities of pottery dating to this period were
recorded. Most occurs as unfeatured bodysherds in
handmade fabrics containing quartz/sandstone or
argillaceous (grog or mudstone) inclusions. Only two
rim sherds were identified. The pottery fabrics and
the undecorated jar-like forms featuring bushed out
or thickened rims are consistent with later Iron Age
dating, possibly extending into the early decades of
the Roman occupation.

Drawing catalogue (Fig. 8)
2 Fabric ARG. Jar or bowl; Scored/burnished
decoration below rim. Evaluation trench 22
(ditch 3409, fill 3408)
3 Fabric QZ. Globular jar or bowl. Trench 22;
Evaluation trench 22 (ditch 3409, fill 3408)
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TABLE 1 LATE IRON AGE AND ROMAN POTTERY. SUMMARY QUANTIFICATION

Period/grouping Code Short Description Ct| Wt(g) EVEs
Bronze Age GRQ1 Coarse grog with coarse quartz/quartzite 59 0.10
Iron Age/C1 ARG Argillaceous (grog or mudstone) 2 15 0.04
VES Vesicular (leached calcareous) 14 47
GR1 Grog 1 8
Qz1 Quartz (sandstone-derived) 9 36 0.02
QZ3 Fine quartz (silt-sized) 3 8
QZ4 Coarse rounded quartz 7 31
Sub-total (I4/CI) 36 145 0.06
Roman: BS1 Fine/medium sandy dark grey/black-fired 96 599 1.34
local/unsourced BS2 Coarser black-firing 78 626 75
BSS Coarser black-firing (sandstone inclusions) 64 664 .10
GGW1 Grogged greyware 92 2,183 1.69
GW1 Greyware, sparse quartz, red core 23 541 .50
GW2 Greyware, coarse quartz/ferrous 242 4,655 2.70
GW3 Sandy greyware 149 3,392 2.85
GW3m Sandy greyware (micaceous) 9 72 .30
GW4 Hard, grey with red margin 89 1,387 .98
GWf Fine (silty) greyware 76 787 1.03
GWfm Fine greyware (silty, micaceous) 16 163 .27
SVW OX2 Severn Valley ware (oxidised) 5 151 .59
OX1 Fine oxidised (sparse quartz) 13 108 .07
OX2 Coarser (sandy) oxidised ware 8 67
cc Colour-coated (possibly New Forest) 2 8 0
Roman; SAV GT Savernake grog-tempered ware 1 57
Regional DOR BB1 Southeast Dorset Black-burnished 450 5,393 7.35
SOW BB1 Southwestern Black-burnished ware 5 95 0
NFO CC New Forest Colour-coated ware 1 17 0
OXF RS Oxford Red-slipped ware 16 499 .30
OXFWH Oxford whiteware 1 37 .05
OXFWS Oxford white-slipped ware 1 6 0
Roman; CNG BS Central Gaulish Black-slipped ware 1 1 0
Imports LGF SA South Gaulish (La Graufesenque) samian 1 2 0
LMV SA Central Gaulish (Les Martres de Veyre) samian 1 40 0
LEZ SA2 Central Gaulish (Lezoux) samian 12 202 0
EG SA East Gaulish samian 4 33 .08
Sub-total (Roman) 1,456 | 21,785 20.95
Medieval EXQD Unglazed with fine quartz sand and sandstone 2 102 10
Total (all) 1,496 | 22,091 3111

* types in bold are equivalent to NRFRC (Tomber and Dore 1998)
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Fig. 8 Selected pottery

Roman

Roman material amounts to 1,456 sherds (21,785g),
recorded from 102 deposits. The majority consists of
reduced coarsewares probably produced within the
region. Types traded from outside of the area include
a large group of Southeast Dorset Black-burnished
ware and much smaller quantities of finewares/
specialist wares from Oxfordshire and the New Forest.
Imported types are largely limited to small quantities
of samian. Identifiable vessel forms are dominated
by utilitarian classes suitable for cooking or storage,
particularly jars which account for two-thirds of all
identified forms. Among the coarser greywares are
a number of large storage jars of distinctive type,
known commonly from Somerset and Devon and

predominantly dating to the 3rd and 4th centuries.
Drinking or serving vessels, fineware dishes/bowls
and mortaria are poorly represented, and amphorae
are absent.

The traded wares are most useful for dating and
indicate that a proportion relates to the 2nd or early
3rd centuries, but that the majority is later and belongs
to the period after c. AD 270/300. Evidence for a pre-
Roman presence is limited, the earliest substantive
activity probably dating to the 2nd century, with most
material dating after c. AD 250/270. Overall, the
assemblage is broadly reflective of pottery supply for
the region, with reduced coarsewares from local and
regional sources heavily dominant across much of the
period.

29



SOMERSET ARCHAEOLOGY AND NATURAL HISTORY, 2022

Drawing catalogue (Fig. 8)

4 Fabric BS1. Small jar/beaker. Roman pit
6120, fill 6121 (Area 6A)

5 Fabric BS1. Small jar/beaker. Evaluation
trench 38 (layer 3802)

6  Fabric BS1. Tankard. Roman ditch 6231, fill
6230 (Area 6A)

7  Fabric SVW OX2. Tankard. Roman ditch
6155, fill 6156 (Area 6A)

8  Fabric OX1. Beaker with repair hole. Roman
ditch 6155, fill 6156 (Area 6A)

9  Fabric OX2. Bowl imitating samian form
36. Roman ditch 6155, fill 6156 (Area 6A)

10 Fabric GW3. Jar. Roman ditch 6028, fill
6029 (Area 6B)

11 Fabric GW3. Carinated dish/bowl.
Evaluation trench 34 (ditch 3407, fill 3406)

12 Fabric OXF RS. Bowl (Young 1977; C45).
Roman ditch 6039, fill 6037 (Area 6B)

Medieval and later

Medieval material was confined to two sherds (102g)
from Area 4 ditch/furrow 4025 (fill 4026). The
single fabric of this date is an unglazed coarseware
type (EXQD) commonly known from the region, its
use spanning the 12th to 15th centuries. The later
pottery includes a jug in a glazed earthenware fabric
(evaluation trench 18), probably datable to the 16th or
17th centuries.

Industrial waste
David Starley

A limited amount of metalworking debris (885g) was
recorded, almost all from Roman alluvial deposits.
The assemblage provides clear evidence for iron
smithing, with at least five smithing hearth bottoms
found. The small size of these indicates use of a
compact hearth, perhaps for working small items such
as nails. The consolidated nature of the slag suggests
that charcoal was the fuel, although a small quantity
of coal found (3g) may also have been used as fuel.

Worked stone
Ruth Shaffrey

A single, complete lower rotary quern (Fig. 9, no.
1) of probable Iron Age or Early Roman date was
recovered from the subsoil. It is made of a fine to
medium grained, well cemented sandstone containing
occasional slate clasts. Although the stone has not
been identified by comparison with geological
samples, it is likely to be from the Otter Sandstone.
Slate inclusions have been observed in this rock
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where it rests directly on the older Devonian rocks,
such as at the south-eastern end of the Quantock
foothills (Edmonds and Williams 1985, 27).

Other finds
E. R. McSloy

One glass object and two fragments of Roman vessel
glass were recorded. The latter, in blue/green glass,
comprise a fragment from mould-blown square or
polygonal bottle, and a thinner, free-blown, fragment,
probably from a tableware form. Both probably date
to the later 1st to 3rd centuries. The single object, a
‘melon’ bead (Ra. 30.1, evaluation trench 30), dates to
the mid Ist to 2nd centuries (Guido 1978, 100).

A shale bracelet (Fig. 9, no. 2) came from Roman
grave 6091. Kimmeridge, Dorset, is the main source
for shale objects. Plain, lathe-manufactured bracelets/
armlets are particularly common to the 3rd and 4th
centuries, and no. 2 is likely to be of such dating.

A worked bone handle (Fig. 9, no. 3) was recorded
from evaluation trench 40 associated with later Roman
pottery. Comparable Roman handles with ridged
decoration are known, for example from Colchester
(Crummy 1983, 108-9) and Verulamium (MacGregor
1985, fig. 88c).

Human bone
Sharon Clough

Four burials were identified, all dated to the Roman
period (Fig. 10).

SK 6087 (grave 6086)

This individual was laid in a supine extended position;
the upper half of the skeleton had been truncated,
removing most of the skull and upper arms. The
individual was determined to be 18-20 years old at
death. Sex is tentatively suggested as male.

SK 6092 (grave 6091)

This individual was laid in a prone extended position.
Truncation had removed nearly all the upper half
of the skeleton, the right lower leg, and both feet.
The pelvis was available, enabling age at death to
be determined at over 45 years and sex as probably
male. The left femur was measured and stature was
estimated at 171.12cm (5 feet 7.37 inches) (Trotter
1970). This is higher than the mean of 167.65cm from
eleven sites across England, but within the standard
deviation.
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Fig. 9 Selected artefacts

SK 6095 (grave 6094)

This individual was laid in a supine extended position.
The grave was heavily truncated and no more than
25% of the skeleton survived, with the surviving bone
being poorly preserved. A very tentative suggestion
of male is based on the occipital nuchal crest and
general robusticity of the skeleton. There were no age
indicators, so this individual can only be assigned to
the adult age category.

SK 6098 (grave 6097)

This individual was laid in a supine extended
position, the right arm bent at the elbow across the
body. There was 50-75% of the skeleton available for
examination, although it was highly fragmented and
lacked the key areas of the pelvis, epiphyseal ends of
bones, hands and feet. None of the vertebrae survived.
Determination of the sex of the individual was not
possible; age at death was estimated at over 45 years.
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Animal bone
Matilda Holmes

Avery small assemblage of animal bone was recovered,
largely from Roman deposits. The assemblage is too
small to analyse in detail. The bones were generally
in good to fair condition and much of the assemblage
was the dark brown colour typical of waterlogged
deposits. Canid gnawing on some bones implies that
not all were buried immediately following discard
but were available for dogs to chew. A few butchery
marks and incidences of burning indicate some form
of processing took place, most likely relating to the
domestic butchery and consumption of animals for
food.

Cattle dominated the assemblage, followed by
sheep/goat then equus (horse or donkey), and canis
(dog), with occasional finds of pig, red deer and fish.
The presence of a red deer radius suggests the animal
was hunted.

Two partial dog skeletons were recovered from
Late Roman features in Area 6B: the lower fill 6038
of ditch 6039, and the only fill (6175) of ditch 6174,
part of Enclosure C. Both were adult animals, the
former more likely to be female and with a shoulder
height of 59.7cm. A further dog radius and ulna, also
from ditch 6039 and possibly belonging to the partial
skeleton, exhibited pathological changes relating to
a likely infection. The radius and ulna were fused
together, and the cortical bone thickened and enlarged
with sinuses on both elements that would have drained
pus from the bone. The ulna also bore a chop mark
consistent with removal of the foreleg at the elbow
joint. This could have resulted from disarticulation of
the animal for food, or to help with burial if it was part
of the articulated remains from context 6038.

Although the assemblage is too small to provide
reliable comparanda for other sites, the ageing data
for the cattle provide evidence for culls of juvenile
and sub-adult animals, with a few elderly individuals
also present.

Plant macrofossils and charcoal

Sarah Wyles with comments on charcoal by Dana
Challinor

Three bulk samples were selected for analysis from
Roman ditch 6020 (Area 6B), Roman Enclosure B
(Area 6A) and Roman alluvial layer 6004 (Area 6B).
Results

Roman ditch 6020 (Area 6B)

A large charred-plant assemblage was recovered
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Fig. 10 Photographs of Roman skeletons
6086, 6091, 6094 and 6097

from fill 6021. There were almost equal numbers of
cereal remains and weed seeds. The cereal remains
were mainly spelt wheat (Triticum spelta), with some
emmer wheat (7riticum dicoccum) and free-threshing
wheat (Triticum turgidum/aestivum type). Grains
outnumbered the chaff elements.

The weed seeds were generally those typical of
grassland, field margin and arable environments:
brome-grass (Bromus sp.), oats (Avena sp.), rye-
grass/fescue (Lolium/Festuca sp.) and vetch/wild
pea (Vicia/Lathyrus sp.). There were also a few seeds
and whole capsules of flax (Linum usitatissimum),
which may have been being grown as a crop. Some,
such as curled docks (Rumex crispus), are indicative



of damper habitats. Hazelnut (Corylus avellana)
shell fragments and sloe/hawthorn (Prunus spinosa/
Crataegus monogyna) type thorns may suggest the
exploitation of hedgerows.

This charred assemblage is probably a dump of
crop processing waste, possibly from the de-husking
of hulled grain stored as semi-cleaned grain prior
to hardening the fully cleaned grain in advance of
milling (Hillman 1981; 1984). Waterlogged remains
were also recorded and included the remains of plants
indicative of grassland and waste ground/scrub in the
vicinity of the ditch, with some wetter areas present.

Roman Enclosure B (Area 6A)

The sample from the ditch produced frequent charred
plant remains probably derived from dumped crop
processing waste. There were almost equal numbers
of cereal remains and weed seeds, whilst grains were
slightly more numerous than chaff elements. The
cereal remains were dominated by barley (Hordeum
vulgare), with small quantities of spelt wheat, emmer
wheat and free-threshing wheat. A few of the hulled
wheat grains (emmer or spelt (Iriticum dicoccum/
spelta)) showed traces of germination. The charred
weed seeds included species typical of grassland,
field margin and arable environments. Waterlogged
remains from Enclosure B were of species indicating
grassland and waste ground/scrub in the vicinity,
along with some wetter areas.

Roman Alluvium 6004 (Area 6B)

A large, charred assemblage was recovered, with
cereal remains dominant. These were spelt wheat,
emmer wheat and barley, with grains slightly
outnumbering chaff. A few of the hulled wheat grains
showed traces of germination. The charred weed seeds
were of species associated with arable environments.
This charred material is typical of settlement waste,
including from crop processing. A number of the
charred weed seeds are indicative of damper habitats,
whilst waterlogged remains from this deposit include
species of grassland and waste ground/scrub.

Charcoal

The three Area 6 samples produced a diverse range
of charcoal taxa, mostly oak and hazel and mostly
from roundwood of small diameter. The wood was
sourced from a variety of habitats, predominantly
mixed deciduous woodland and hedgerows (elder,
blackthorn, hawthorn). Heathland may have been
used to collect broom/gorse for kindling or to provide
rapid heat, whilst some fuel (poplar/willow and alder)
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came from wetter areas, although this was limited in
quantity suggesting that woodland and hedgerows
provided sufficient supplies.

DISCUSSION
Jessica Cook and Jonathan Hart

Middle Bronze Age

The two Middle Bronze Age ring-ditches comprised
full circuits and, in the absence of any evidence
for domestic occupation, are best interpreted as the
remains of barrows. They contrast with Middle
Bronze Age domestic structures found 1.5km to the
north at Rodway (Fig. 1) and at Bridgwater Gateway
which were post-built and lacked gullies (Hart and
Mudd 2018, 10-13; OA 2018). Human remains were
absent from these barrows, but whether this reflects a
true absence or is due to the poor survival of unburnt
bone on the site is unknown.

The ditches forming these two monuments were
morphologically different; that of Ring-ditch 1 may
have been a quarry for a mound but this appears a less
likely function for the slighter Ring-ditch 2. Whether
these were contemporary monuments is not knowable
from the very limited dating evidence, but it is possible
that they formed part of a wider funerary landscape.
The lowland landscape here was attractive to Middle
Bronze Age settlement; Middle Bronze Age enclosed
settlements have been found 1.5km to the east along
the Spaxton water main replacement scheme (Context
One 2009), at Rodway (Fig. 1), as well as south-cast
of Bridgwater at Aller Court Farm (Allen ez al. 2020,
63-64) and at Bridgwater Gateway, the latter on a
low ridge overlooking the River Parrett (OA 2018).
The presence of funerary remains, including barrow
cemeteries, is therefore not unexpected.

Late Iron Age to Early Roman

The small assemblage of Late Iron Age to Early
Roman pottery from the central western area of the
site suggests that some of the enclosures and ditches
here probably originated during that period. The
Late Bronze Age and Iron Age pottery from Area
6 also points to early features nearby. Although no
obvious candidates for these were identified during
the excavation or geophysical survey, the latter was
restricted by alluvial deposits which have may have
masked underlying early features.

Mid to Late Roman

Roman remains were found in two parts of the site: one
was associated with the series of enclosures, ditches
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and trackways identified during the geophysical
survey within the western extent of the scheme
(Areas 2 and 3, and the 2015 Excavation Area); the
other was at the scheme’s eastern extent (Areas 6A
and B) where at least two phases of Roman activity
were found, with Roman alluviation indicating that
this lower, eastern extent of the scheme was prone to
flooding during and after the later Roman period.

The limited excavations in the western area
provided only broad Roman dating for the extensive
enclosures, trackways and boundaries here, along
with indications of Late Iron Age/Early Roman
origins. This series of small enclosures may reflect
pastoralism, with paddocks and droveways used by
farmers grazing livestock in the lowland. Wetland
grazing is generally unsuitable for sheep, and so this
was more likely used for cattle, which dominated
the modest animal bone assemblage and which may
have grazed meadows alongside Cannington Brook.
No domestic focus was apparent, but this may reflect
the limits of the excavation; the paddocks may have
been associated with a rural settlement which awaits
discovery.

The Roman remains at the eastern end of the
scheme would seem to represent further, similar
activity, here including pottery of the Mid to Late
Roman period, broadly spanning the 2nd to 4th
centuries, with a floruit after the mid 3rd century.
Clear evidence for domestic occupation within the
excavated area was absent; Enclosure B contained
a possible structure, but this could have been, for
example, a raised hayrick protected by a drainage
ditch. Charred cereal remains from the enclosure ditch
may suggest the presence of a crop-processing oven
nearby. Smithing was also undertaken, although the
precise location of any smithy, which seems to have
been related to small-scale work and which may have
left little trace in terms of cut features, is not known;
the same worker may have been responsible for the
copper-alloy pieces which were perhaps intended for
recycling. A possible settlement location is suggested
by eleven pits/postholes and a curvilinear ditch
found north of Enclosure C during the evaluation
(CA 2015a). If so, then this must have been prone
to intermittent flooding, evidenced through the Mid
to Late Roman period and beyond by the series
of alluvial deposits. Whilst Late Roman wetland
reclamation was widespread along the Severn estuary
in North Somerset (Rippon 2006, 75), there was no
evidence for this within the site.

The presence of graves close to ditches is
commonplace on rural Romano-British settlements.
Flooding and truncation had limited the degree to
which these individuals could be analysed but they
included a young adult and older adults and most
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likely represent the remains of some of those who
lived and died on an associated farmstead. The
finds assemblage is typical for rural sites of this
period in the locality, with the pottery dominated by
local coarsewares, and with only a few imports and
finewares. The frequent occurrence of storage vessels
is worthy of note, although what they contained is
unknown. The only Roman personal items were an
Early Roman glass bead, glass bottle fragments, a
Late Roman shale bracelet, and a copper-alloy brooch.
The shale bracelet was found within grave 6091 and
may have been worn by the individual. The only other
possible grave good was a lead item of unknown form
from grave 6097.

The remains represent the agricultural land of a
typical rural Roman settlement and are of a type that
would have been a familiar part of the landscape.
The relationship of the farmstead to any local villa
is unknown, but the remains are only 1km south of
the Iron Age enclosed settlement and villa at Sandy
Lane (Hart and Mudd 2018; Fig. 1) and conceivably
formed part of the villa estate.
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