
 

Ecology in Somerset: Natural History reports 

 

Extracted from the Proceedings of the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society 
for 2022. 

Volume 166, 229-252 

© 2023 Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society and the authors. 

Produced in Great Britain by Short Run Press, Exeter. 

1SSN 0081-2056 

 



235

229

ECOLOGY IN SOMERSET 2022

NATURAL HISTORY REPORTS

VASCULAR PLANT REPORT 2022

During 2022, over 80,000 records were made for 
vascular plants in Somerset and sent on to the 
Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI), 
which is a phenomenal achievement. Records received 
by the BSBI are incorporated immediately into their 
Distribution Database (DDb) and can be viewed 
by anyone online as maps at tetrad (2km x 2km) 
level (see https://database.bsbi.org/). In addition, 
BSBI has now published Plant Atlas 2020 which is 
available as a two-volume book, but also, with more 
information and detail, as a free online resource (see 
https://plantatlas2020.org/). This includes all records 
made up to the end of 2019. For each species, there 
is an informative caption, a distribution map, an 
indication of the trend (decline or increase) in the 
occurrence of the species, a gallery of photographs, 
list of conservation statuses and other fascinating 
information, for example altitudinal limits. Readers 
are encouraged to explore this amazing website.

Meanwhile, new and important records continue 
to be made by botanists across Somerset, as reflected 
in the lists below. Of course all records, even for 
common species, are valuable in enabling us to better 
detect and monitor any changes in distributions of 
species in Somerset; but inevitably these annual lists 
concentrate on those not previously recorded, or only 
rarely recorded, either across the county as a whole or 
within one or other vice-county (S. Somerset (VC5) or 
N. Somerset (VC6)). The records detailed below are 
therefore very much the tip of the iceberg, and really 
do not do justice to the huge contribution being made 
by so many of our recorders. As usual, the lists are 
dominated by aliens, but there are additions of native 
taxa too: two Dryopteris species (plus a Dryopteris 
hybrid) new to Somerset, five subspecies recorded 
new, either to Somerset or to VC5 or VC6, and two 
Rare Plant Register (RPR) species found new to VC5. 
Many other significant records were made for native 
taxa, including several RPR species, some of which 
are listed in the third section. 

The records below were, unless otherwise stated, 
made during 2022. They fall into one of the following 
categories:

•	 A taxon recorded for the first time in the wild 
in Somerset (Watsonian vice-counties 5 (South 
Somerset) and 6 (North Somerset)), i.e. a new 
county record 

•	 A taxon recorded for the first time in the wild in 

one of the Somerset vice-counties, either VC5 
or VC6, i.e. a new vice-county record 

•	 Other records of particular interest, for example 
second or third vice-county record, species re-
found after a long absence, or newly discovered 
populations of Nationally Rare, Scarce or 
threatened species (a Nationally Rare species 
is one found in 15 or fewer hectads in GB; a 
Nationally Scarce species is one found in 16-
100 hectads in GB) 

Within each category, records are listed 
alphabetically by ‘taxon’, which may be a species, 
microspecies, subspecies, variety or cultivar. Both 
native and introduced taxa are included, with 
neophytes being distinguished by an asterisk before 
the name. The third category is divided into two 
sections, to give prominence to records of native taxa; 
archaeophytes (long-established species introduced 
before AD 1500) are included with natives. 
Nomenclature follows Stace (2019) for all taxa 
included in that work, except for Dryopteris which 
follows Sell and Murrell (2018). The vice-county is 
given for each record; the boundary between VC5 
and VC6 follows the River Parrett/River Yeo/A303. 
As in previous years, new county/vice-county records 
of Taraxacum (Dandelion) species are reported 
separately (pp. 227-28).

Recorders and referees whose names appear more 
than once have been abbreviated as follows: John 
Akeroyd (JRA), Helena Crouch (HJC), Alison Evans 
(AJE), Linda Everton (LE), Ro FitzGerald (RFitzG), 
Dave Gibbs (DG), Roger Golding (RG), Dave 
Green (DEG), Ian Green (IPG), Paul Green (PRG), 
Graham Lavender (GEL), Simon Leach (SJL), David 
Leadbetter (DCL), Stephen Parker (SJP), Dylan 
Peters (DP), John Poingdestre (JP), Rob Randall 
(RDR), Gill Read (GHR), Andrew Robinson (APR), 
Fred Rumsey (FJR), Nick Stewart (NFS), Karen 
Turvey (KT), Margaret Webster (MAW), Botanical 
Society of Britain & Ireland field meeting (BSBI), 
Somerset Rare Plants Group (SRPG).

Where mentioned in the following list, The Atlas 
Flora of Somerset (Green et al. 1997) is abbreviated 
as AFS. 

New Somerset records

*Agave americana (Centuryplant) – Weston-super-
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Mare, Weston Woods (ST 3259 6232, ST 3265 
6232, ST 3272 6232), 13 Dec, DG, VC6.

*Anemone coronaria (Poppy Anemone) – North 
Petherton (ST 2871 3299), 26 Mar, one plant by 
stream, probably from garden rubbish, SJP, VC5.

*Chenopodium bushianum (Soyabean Goosefoot) – 
Piles Mill (SS 9047 4644), 27 Jul, beside muck 
heap in corner of field, GEL, conf. JRA, VC5.

*Chenopodium strictum (Striped Goosefoot) – Steart 
(ST 2795 4683), 9 Sep, in saltmarsh, GEL & SJP, 
conf. JRA, VC5.

*Crataegus heterophylla (Various-leaved Hawthorn) 
– Bridgwater (ST 293 372), 19 Jun, on S side of 
canal footpath, Wild Flower Society, VC5.

*Datura ferox (Longspine Thorn-apple) – 
Congresbury (ST 4378 6410), 27 Aug, five 
plants in flower/fruit on N verge of Smallway, at 
crossroads with A370, HJC & FJR, VC6. (Fig. 1)

*Dittrichia graveolens (Stinking Fleabane) – M5 
(ST 3 4), 5 Nov, lots on central reservation of 
motorway, PRG, VC6.

Dryopteris x critica (D. filix-mas x borreri) – 
Simonsbath, Lime Combe (SS 7652 3936), 12 Jul, 
one plant on very damp floor of quarry, GEL, VC5.

Dryopteris kerryensis (Irish Male-fern) – Stockhill 
(ST 5571 5163), 17 Jun, four or five crowns on 
hummock on S side of track to turning circle, 
sampled for flow cytometry and confirmed as 
diploid, HJC, AJE & RG, VC6.

Dryopteris pseudodisjuncta – Pen Ridge, Stourhead 
Estate (ST 7488 3317), 16 Jun, one huge plant by 
junction of old tracks to E of lane, sampled for 
flow cytometry and confirmed as triploid, HJC, 
AJE, RG & FJR, VC6.

*Epilobium pedunculare (Rockery Willowherb) – 
West Porlock Woods (SS 8696 4673 to SS 8701 
4677), 8 May, extending for 20m at base of near 
vertical very tall bank at edge of footpath, GEL, 
det. IPG, VC5.

*Geranium x cantabrigiense (G. macrorrhizum x 
dalmaticum) (Cambridge Crane's-bill) – Bowlish 
(ST 6133 4403), 26 May, two plants in flower at S 
edge of lane along N side of stream, to N of A371, 
HJC, VC6.

*Iris x hollandica (I. filifolia x tingitana) (Dutch Iris) 
– Porlock Weir (SS 8655 4782), 8 May, two plants 
in flower on shingle, GEL, det. RFitzG, VC5.

*Jasminum beesianum (Red Jasmine) – Wraxall (ST 
6008 3647), 21 Aug, large patch on verge outside 
garden hedge, HJC & FJR, VC6.

*Lagenaria siceraria (White-flowered Gourd) – 
Lopen Head (ST 4222 1513), 15 Sep, climbing a 
dead Elm at edge of overflow car park of curry 
house, FJR, det. HJC, VC5.

*Libertia elegans (Lesser Chilean-iris) – Sampford 

Brett (ST 0803 4065), 3 Jun, one on bank in lane S 
of Williton, DCL, VC5.

*Malope trifida (Mallow-wort) – Lansdown, Ensleigh 
(ST 739 673), 25 Jun, on grass verge by bus stop, 
RDR, VC6.

*Malus hupehensis (Hupeh Crab) – Taunton, 
Railway Street (ST 2258 2550), 9 Nov, one multi-
stemmed small tree adjoining fence on edge of 
railway waste ground, N side of station, probably 
bird-sown, SJL & SJP, conf. FJR, VC5.

*Muehlenbeckia complexa (Wireplant) – Taunton 
(ST 2296 2392), 24 May, many suckers coming 
up through tarmac of road running between Vivary 
Park and Taunton Deane Cricket Club, spreading 
from plants established in adjacent shrubbery in 
park, SJL, conf. HJC & SJP, VC5.

*Peltaria alliacea (Garlic Cress) – Upper Swainswick 
(ST 758 682), 21 May, a colony extending 2m 
along hedge bank, RDR, VC6.

*Picris hieracioides subsp. villarsii – Taunton, 
Creech Castle (ST 248 256, ST 249 256), 24 Jun, 

Fig. 1 Datura ferox (Longspine Thorn-apple) on 
a verge in Congresbury. The fearsome long spines 

distinguish this species from the more common Datura 
stramonium (Thorn-apple). Both are South American 

annuals; all Datura species are dangerously toxic. 
(Photo: © Helena Crouch)
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many plants on waste ground and verge of track 
near motorcycle repair shop and car wash, and at 
base of wall on W verge of adjoining Bridgwater 
Rd (A38), SJL, conf. Richard Carter, VC5.

Pilosella officinarum subsp. tricholepia – Crook 
Peak (ST 3879 5581), 11 Jun, one plant in flower 
on rocks near summit, with long white hairs on 
involucral bracts, BSBI, det. Brian Burrow, VC6.

*Primula pulverulenta (Mealy Cowslip) – 
Crowcombe Bridge (ST 137 365), 9 May, in field 
which has been under-grazed until a few days ago, 
Mark Wilson, VC5.

*Sagittaria latifolia (Duck-potato) – Penselwood, 
Combe Bottom (ST 7647 3189), 31 May 2020, 
one plant with Iris pseudacorus in small stream, 
originally recorded as S. sagittifolia but re-
determined as this alien species on 22 July 2022, 
HJC & FJR, VC6.

*Saponaria ocymoides (Rock Soapwort) – Taunton 
(ST 2276 2498), 4 May, several plants in rough 
grass verge next to footpath by River Tone, 
near Brewhouse Theatre and the cricket ground, 
presumably escaped from nearby flower border, 
SJL, VC5.

*Sedum praealtum (Greater Mexican-stonecrop) 
– Portishead Dock (ST 4764 7728), 27 Feb, two 
plants self-sown amongst rocks piled for sea 
defence along sea front, HJC, Clive Lovatt & 
Bristol Naturalists’ Society, conf. PRG, VC6.

*Silene viscaria (Sticky Catchfly) – Charlton 
Mackrell (ST 5332 2896), 8 May, two plants in 
flower on waste ground N of railway, presumably 
of garden origin, HJC & FJR, VC6.

*Spartium junceum (Spanish Broom) – Bathford (ST 
7852 6711), 16 Sep, several plants self-sown at 
edge of road, NW side of roundabout, parent plant 
in nearby garden, HJC & DEG, VC6.

*Spiraea x rosalba (S. alba x salicifolia) (Intermediate 
Bridewort) – Longrun Meadow (ST 2104 2493), 
19 Jun, one plant growing on grassy bank, on the 
edge of flood attenuation lagoon, SJL, det. IPG, 
VC5.

Symphytum officinale subsp. bohemicum (a rare 
subspecies of Common Comfrey) – Westhay Moor 
(ST 4562 4377), 13 Jul, DP, RDR & BSBI, conf. 
Bob Leaney, VC6.

New vice-county records

*Amaranthus blitum (Guernsey Pigweed) – Taunton, 
Trenchard Way (ST 2282 2536), 30 Oct, one 
plant growing in bark chippings with Galinsoga 
quadriradiata, in recently planted shrubbery by 
multistorey station car park, SJL, LE, JP & KT, 
conf. Quentin Groom, VC5.

Arum italicum subsp. neglectum (Italian Lords-and-
Ladies) – Weston-in-Gordano, Charlcombe Bay 
(ST 432 749), 22 Apr, one plant on coastal path, 
not far from chalet bungalows but not associated 
with any garden refuse so may have been bird-
sown, RDR, VC6.

*Bidens frondosa (Beggarticks) – Minehead (SS 
9782 4607), 29 Sep, several plants flowering/
fruiting on nearside bank of rhyne, GEL, VC5.

Calystegia sepium subsp. roseata – Curry Rivel (ST 
387 253), 25 Oct, garden weed in walled garden of 
Peel Barton, JP, VC5.

*Cardamine occulta – Minehead Garden Centre (SS 
9750 4571), 22 Apr, in pots in garden centre, GEL, 
det. IPG, VC5. 

*Clematis montana (Himalayan Clematis) – Bath, 
Thomas Street (ST 752 658), 29 Mar, two plants, 
one self-sown in paving outside each of two 
houses, Kevan Horne, VC6.

Deschampsia cespitosa subsp. parviflora (Small-
flowered Hair-grass) – Tivington (SS 9329 4531), 
11 Sep, one clump on bank very close to large 
Black Poplar where woodland finishes at road, 
GEL, conf. Mike Wilcox, VC5.

*Euphorbia maculata (Spotted Spurge) – Wellington, 
Willowbrook Nursery and Garden Centre (ST 
166 213), 26 Jul, at least twelve plants with other 
'weeds' in paving and gravel paths, SJL, VC5.

*Laphangium luteoalbum (Jersey Cudweed) – 
Minehead (SS 9710 4628), 25 Apr, one plant by 
pavement outside 'Cafe Bar' opposite the Hairy 
Dog, IPG, VC5.

Lepidium latifolium (Dittander) – Taunton, Creech 
Castle (ST 2480 2563), 24 Jun, on waste ground, 
along fence line at edge of parking area near 
‘BitzaBikes’, a motorcycle repair shop, SJL, VC5.

*Notobasis syriaca (Syrian Thistle) – Pitminster 
(ST 2162 1874, ST 2157 1873), 17 Jul, three 
plants in arable (barley) field between Pitminster 
and Blagdon Hill, SJL, conf. Tim Rayner, David 
Pearman & Jeanne Webb; (ST 2154 1870, ST 2162 
1862), 25 Jul, two further plants in same field, SJL 
& SJP, VC5. (Fig. 2)

Oxybasis glauca (Oak-leaved Goosefoot) – Taunton 
(ST 2282 2536), 30 Oct, one plant beside A3087 
next to railway station multistorey car park, 
with Galinsoga quadriradiata in bark chippings 
beneath recently planted shrubs, SJL, LE, JP & 
KT, conf. HJC & JRA, VC5.

*Ribes odoratum (Buffalo Currant) – Winscombe (ST 
4194 5754), 22 Apr, several stems with flowers 
in scrub along Strawberry Line, probably from 
garden waste, APR, VC6.

*Scutellaria altissima (Somerset Skullcap) – 
Currypool Mills (ST 2317 3830), 21 Jun, self-
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Fig. 2 Notobasis syriaca (Syrian Thistle) in a barley 
field near Pitminster. This thistle is a native of the 

Mediterranean and Middle East. The plants at 
Pitminster constitute the first record for Britain since 

1938. (Photo: © Simon Leach)

sown in cracks in concrete beside bridge, RFitzG, 
Jeanne Webb & S. Austin, VC5.

*Veronica longifolia (Garden Speedwell) – St 
Georges Interchange (ST 3780 6255), 20 Jun, one 
plant in flower on roundabout, DG, VC6.

Other interesting records – native species

Allium oleraceum (Field Garlic) – Lower Twinhoe 
(ST 7563 5988), 29 May 2018, several plants in 
patch extending for 3m along N verge of lane, HJC 
& DEG, conf. on 11 Jul 2022 by HJC when finally 
seen in flower; Tucker's Grave, NE of (ST 7550 
5546, ST 7551 5545), 7 Jul, 80 flowering spikes at 
SE corner of arable (maize) field, in E field margin, 
HJC & DEG, VC6. Two new sites in a new hectad 
for this GB Vulnerable species.

Arenaria serpyllifolia subsp. lloydii – Sand Point 
(ST 325 660), 12 Jun, several plants on path along 
ridge, BSBI, conf. Geoffrey Halliday, VC6. First 
record for VC6 since mapped in the 1960s (Perring 
and Sell 1968). 

Arum maculatum x italicum – Porlock Toll Road (SS 
8772 4668), 10 Jan, just below toll road and near 
bridge by sharp bend, with both parents, GEL; 
Taunton, Shoreditch Road (ST 2379 2330), 16 
Jan, several patches on both sides of road, growing 
with both parents, SJL, VC5. Fourth and fifth 
records for VC5.

Carduus x stangii (C. crispus x nutans) – Ham Hill 
(ST 4499 1687), 26 Jun, one very tall plant, SRPG, 
VC5. First record for VC5 since AFS.

Comarum palustre (Marsh Cinquefoil) – Gordano 
Valley NNR (ST 4379 7332), 10 Jun, a small patch 
of seven plants, David Horlick & Fran Sheridan, 
VC6. First record for the North Somerset Levels 
and a new hectad for this RPR species which is 
scarce in VC6.

Dryopteris x critica (D. filix-mas x borreri) – Knowle 
Brake (SS 9392 4438), 22 Jul, one plant beside 
small stream in wooded combe; Hawkcombe 
Woods (SS 8744 4576), 21 Nov, one plant on other 
side of footpath from stream but still only 3-4m 
from stream; Birchhanger (SS 8698 4694), 3 Dec, 
edge of path in woodland; Worthy Wood (SS 8527 
4751), 4 Dec, edge of footpath near edge of wood, 
all GEL, VC5. Second and subsequent records for 
VC5 and Somerset.

Euphrasia pseudokerneri (Chalk Eyebright) – 
Knole, Appledoor Quarry (ST 4830 2603), 28 
Jun, c. 30 plants amongst Epipactis palustris in 
fen vegetation, FJR, VC6. Second record and 
new hectad for this Vulnerable Nationally Scarce 
species in VC6 and Somerset. This population is 
forma elongata, new to Somerset.

Fumaria densiflora (Dense-flowered Fumitory) – 
Lopen, Trading Post Farm Shop (ST 4255 1520), 
27 Jan, in a small weedy area next to the car park 
in front of a shed, FJR, conf. Tim Rich, VC5. First 
record for VC5 and Somerset since AFS. (Fig. 3)

Galium parisiense (Wall Bedstraw) – Taunton, 
Trenchard Way (ST 2304 2540), 1 Jun 2021, 100+ 
plants on little grassy bank on N side of road; 
Taunton Gateway Park & Ride (ST 2597 2457), 1 
Jun, lots of tiny plants in a patch about 30 x 30cm 
in gravel verge around tree planted in car park, 
SJL, VC5. Fourth and fifth sites for VC5.

Gentianella amarella subsp. anglica (Early Gentian) 
– Thurlbear Quarrylands (ST 2722 2084), 21 Apr, 
one plant, c. 15mm tall with a single flower, in 
closely rabbit-grazed turf, SJL, VC5. First record 
for this GB Vulnerable taxon in VC5 since 2006 
(see SANH 158, 255).

Lemna turionifera (Red Duckweed) – Queen's Sedge 
Moor (ST 517 414), 10 Jun, in ditch on N side of 
Long Drove, NFS, det. Richard Lansdown, VC6. 
Fifth site for VC6.
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Fig. 3 Fumaria densiflora (Dense-flowered Fumitory) 
found at the edge of a farm shop car park. Always 

a rare plant in Somerset, this species of arable 
field margins declined throughout Britain and 

Ireland during the 20th century due to agricultural 
intensification, and was feared lost to Somerset. 

(Photo: © Fred Rumsey)

Logfia minima (Small Cudweed) – Stoke St Gregory, 
Woodhill (ST 3571 2759), 24 May, in large sandy-
gritty field with Trifolium micranthum, JP, VC5. 
New hectad for a species which is Near Threatened 
on the England Red List and rare in Somerset.

Lotus subbiflorus (Hairy Bird's-foot-trefoil) – 
Taunton (ST 227 42540), 27 Jun, in gravel area at 
front of former Great Western Hotel, opposite main 
entrance to railway station, SJL, VC5. Second site 
for VC5, close to first which now appears to be 
lost, and third for Somerset. 

Lysimachia foemina (Blue Pimpernel) – Henstridge, 
Toomer Hill (ST 7042 1961), 9 Jul, two plants in 
flower in field of barley stubble, JP, VC5. New 
hectad for Nationally Scarce species which is 
Scarce in VC5.

Medicago polymorpha (Toothed Medick) – Cross 
(ST 412 547), 31 May, several plants in seed on 

grassy road verge; Banwell Hill (ST 391 583), 
11 Jun, at edge of field below scrub, APR & 
Ann Burman, VC6. New hectad records for this 
Nationally Scarce species.

Nepeta cataria (Cat-mint) – Charlton Mackrell (ST 
5325 2892), 22 Nov, one plant between rough 
tarmac track and railway, c. 8m NE of end of 
concrete block ruin, JP, VC6. First record for VC6 
and Somerset since AFS, a re-find of record in 
AFS.

Persicaria mitis (Tasteless Water-pepper) – West 
Moor (ST 4025 2170), 23 Sep, two plants by the 
disused canal, FJR, VC5. First record for VC5 
since 2009 and for Somerset since 2011 for this 
Vulnerable and GB Scarce species.

Polycarpon tetraphyllum (Four-leaved Allseed) – 
Stoke St Gregory (ST 3473 2716), 16 May, two 
compact plants with many flower clusters on 
pavement edge opposite village pub, JP, VC5; 
Bath, Brock Street (ST 7460 6532), 23 Jul, a 10cm 
patch between paving, FJR, VC6; Nailsea, The 
Perrings (ST 4732 6974), 27 Aug, four plants on 
edge of kerb, S side of road, SRPG, VC6. Third 
site for VC5 and third and fourth sites for VC6.

Potentilla argentea (Hoary Cinquefoil) – Wellington, 
Willowbrook Nursery and Garden Centre (ST 166 
213), 26 Jul, two flowering plants in gravel with 
other nursery 'weeds', SJL, VC5. Third site for 
VC5.

Rosa agrestis x stylosa – Sand Point (ST 3262 6598), 
12 Jun, one shrub by path leading up S-facing 
slope, BSBI, det. RDR, VC6. First record for this 
hybrid in Somerset since 1995.

Rosa x toddiae (R. canina x micrantha) – Crook Peak 
(ST 3897 5549), 11 Jun, one shrub on ridge, to S of 
path, BSBI, det. RDR, VC6. Fifth record for VC6.

Symphytum officinale subsp. bohemicum (a rare 
subspecies of Common Comfrey) – Shapwick 
Heath (ST 4253 4091), 13 Jul, DP, RDR & BSBI; 
Clevedon Moor (ST 42 70), 17 Sep, occasional 
beside ditch on S side of Cook's Lane and beside 
the Yearling Ditch, SRPG; River Avon valley, N 
of Corston (ST 6901 6663), 2 Oct, one plant on 
river bank, SRPG; Bath, Kennet & Avon Canal 
(ST 7638 6592), 6 Oct, beside canal, HJC & FJR, 
VC6. Second and subsequent records for VC6 and 
Somerset.

Urtica dioica subsp. subinermis (Stingless Nettle) – 
Taunton (ST 249 244), 23 Jul, a single patch under 
willows close to the Black Brook, S of Thames 
Drive, SJL, conf. IPG & HJC, VC5. Fifth record 
for VC5 and second since AFS.

Valerianella eriocarpa (Hairy-fruited Cornsalad) – 
Charlton Mackrell (ST 5350 2908, ST 5351 2908, 
ST 5352 2909), 8 May, c. 150 plants in flower on 
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areas of waste ground N of railway disturbed by 
rabbits, HJC & FJR, VC6. First record since 2000 
for this species at its only site in Somerset.

Viola canina subsp. canina (Heath Dog-violet) – 
Cothelstone Hill (ST 191 324), 1 Apr, c. 10 plants 
in very short acid grassland, SJP, VC5. Second 
record for VC5 since AFS for this taxon which is 
Vulnerable on the England Red List.

Viola lutea (Mountain Pansy) – Rugg's Hill, Ditch 
Farm (SS 9854 3121), 26 Apr, two patches all with 
yellow flowers, just W of a patch of rushes, IPG, 
VC5. First record for Somerset since 1999 for this 
RPR species.

Other interesting records – alien species

*Adiantum raddianum (Delta Maidenhair) – Bath, 
Abbey Street (ST 7510 6470), 2 Dec, five plants 
in two basements on W side of street, HJC, VC6. 
Second site for VC6 and Somerset.

*Amaranthus albus (White Pigweed) – Wraxall 
Vineyard (ST 6033 3641), 21 Aug, one plant on 
spoil heap beside car park and one plant on bare 
soil by drive, HJC & FJR, VC6. First record for 
VC6 since 2005.

*Ammi majus (Bullwort) – Henstridge, Toomer Farm 
(ST 7056 1927), 9 Jul, frequent amongst barley 
stubble, JP, VC5. First record for VC5 since AFS.

*Beta vulgaris subsp. cicla var. cicla (Spinach Beet) 
– Keynsham, Caernarvon Road (ST 6439 6777), 
19 Jan, one plant on verge on N side road, HJC & 
FJR, VC6. Second record for this variety and third 
for the subspecies in VC6 and Somerset.

*Bidens frondosa (Beggarticks) – Bathampton (ST 
7814 6623, ST 7828 6615), 29 Sep, two plants, 
each on a duck ramp on E bank of Kennet & Avon 
Canal, HJC & DEG; Saltford (ST 6900 6672), 2 
Oct, two plants on sandbags supporting bank of 
River Avon, under pontoon, SRPG, VC6. Third 
and fourth records for VC6. 

*Cardamine occulta – Yeovil, Brimsmore Gardens 
(ST 541 178), 23 Apr, weed amongst plants in 
garden centre, IPG; Yeovil, Palmers Garden Centre 
(ST 532 161), 26 Apr, several plants as weeds 
amongst pots in garden centre, IPG; Wellington, 
Willowbrook Nursery and Garden Centre (ST 166 
213), 26 Jul, 12+ plants in paving and gravel of 
pathways and hard standings in garden centre, 
SJL, VC5. Second, third and fourth records for 
VC5.

*Chenopodium probstii (Probst’s Goosefoot) – 
Seavington St. Michael (ST 4142 1536), 14 Jul, 
several plants in field margin by footpath, FJR, 
VC5. Second record for VC5 and first since 1959.

*Chenopodium suecicum (Swedish Goosefoot) – 

Wellshead Allotment (SS 8284 4178), 21 Aug, 
in area planted with game cover crop, possibly 
contaminant although may have been established 
in area long time as no herbicide use, GEL, conf. 
JRA, VC5. Fourth record for VC5 and first since 
1914.

*Clerodendrum trichotomum (White Tree-jasmine) 
– Norton Malreward (ST 6020 6543), 19 Sep, 
two plants on roadside bank outside garden fence 
(three more seen on a return visit), MAW, det. 
FJR & HJC, VC6. Second record for VC6 and 
Somerset and first since 1997.

*Coriandrum sativum (Coriander) – Lopen Head (ST 
4223 1510), 15 Sep, a good crop on disturbed bare 
area of soil close to buildings, FJR, VC5. Second 
record for VC5 since AFS. 

*Coronilla valentina subsp. glauca (Shrubby 
Scorpion-vetch) – Oldmixton, Haywood Gardens 
(ST 335 584), 23 May, large shrub, APR, VC6. 
Second record for VC6 and first since AFS.

*Cotula coronopifolia (Buttonweed) – Durleigh 
Reservoir (ST 260 362), 30 Jan, in small pond 
in new wetland restoration scheme, SJP, VC5. 
Second record for VC5 and fourth for Somerset.

*Cucurbita pepo (Marrow) – Minehead (SS 9775 
4609), 29 Sep, one plant with flowers and fruit 
on small strip of verge alongside hedge screening 
railway line, GEL, VC5. Fourth record for VC5.

*Dicksonia antarctica (Australian Tree-fern) – 
Worthy Wood (SS 8603 4759, SS 8615 4771), 17 
Dec, two plants, one on edge of bridleway and one 
on steep bank above bridleway, GEL, VC5. Third 
site for VC5 and Somerset. (The first record was 
for a plant which was almost certainly planted, the 
second was naturalised from adjacent garden, but 
this site is far from any house.)

*Dittrichia graveolens (Stinking Fleabane) – 
M5 (ST35, tetrad ‘G’), 5 Nov, lots on central 
reservation of motorway, PRG, VC6. Second 
record for VC6 and Somerset.

*Epilobium pedunculare (Rockery Willowherb) – 
West Porlock Woods (SS 8734 4658), 7 Oct, a 15-
20m strip, well separated from previous records 
but on same N-facing slope, GEL, VC5. Second 
site for VC5.

*Erigeron annuus (Tall Fleabane) – Upper 
Swainswick (ST 7613 6831), 10 Jun, many plants 
in flower on traffic island at junction of layby and 
A46, RDR, VC6. Second record for VC6 and first 
since 1942. (Fig. 4)

*Eryngium planum (Blue Eryngo) – Brent Knoll, 
Manor Road (ST 335 504), 22 Jun, escaped onto 
road verge, parent plants c. 40m away in garden, 
APR, VC6. Second record for VC6 and third for 
Somerset.
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*Galium murale (Tiny Bedstraw) – Castle Cary, 
Hallett Road (ST 6384 3311, ST 6388 3309, ST 
6389 3309), 3 Mar, many plants along kerb edge 
on N side of road, HJC & FJR, VC6. Second site 
for VC6 and Somerset.

*Helleborus niger (Christmas-rose) – Porlock 
(SS 8854 4632), 6 Jan, garden escape onto gap 
between Mill Lane and hedge, GEL, VC5. Second 
record for VC5 and Somerset.

*Jasminum officinale (Summer Jasmine) – 
Hawkcombe (SS 8846 4592), 15 Dec, established 
in poorly mortared wall on edge of lane opposite 
Sunnyside cottages, GEL, VC5. Second record for 
VC5.

*Lonicera henryi (Henry’s Honeysuckle) ‒ Nunney, 
Fulwell Lane (ST 7380 4592), 4 Nov, one plant 
in edge of scrub/trees opposite houses, HJC & 
GHR, VC6. Second record for VC6 and third for 
Somerset.

*Mentha requienii (Corsican Mint) – Bath, The 

Circus (ST 7476 6532), 31 Jul, 50+ patches 
in paving, RDR, VC6. Second site for VC6. 
Originally reported in error as Cochlearia acaulis 
(Violet Cress), but identification corrected by Ian 
Bennallick, conf. John Poland (see Crouch (2023) 
for further details).

*Malva verticillata – Yeovil, The Park (ST 5518 
1628), 26 Apr, one plant on edge of flowerbed 
in Sydney Gardens, south side of path, IPG, det. 
HJC; (ST 5521 1628), 10 Sep, two further plants 
on west edge of flowerbed, IPG, VC5. Second site 
for VC5 and fifth for Somerset, and first records 
since AFS.

*Nemesia denticulata (Toothed Aloha) – Shepton 
Mallet, Peter Street (ST 6197 4374), 4 Jan, several 
plants at edge of pavement against wall of house, 
self-sown from window box, HJC & FJR, VC6. 
Second record for VC6 and Somerset.

*Nonea lutea (Yellow Nonea) – Whatley (ST 7343 
4752), 1 May, one plant at pavement edge by SE 
wall of Whatley Church, GHR, VC6. Third site for 
VC6 and fourth for Somerset.

*Omphalodes verna (Blue-eyed-Mary) – Taunton, 
Mountfields Road (ST 23 23), 3 May, in pavement 
and at base of garden wall, escaped from 
neighbouring garden, SJL, VC5. Second record 
for VC5 and first since 1982.

*Oxalis tetraphylla (Four-leaved Pink-sorrel) – 
Bossington, Sea Lane (SS 89 47), 23 Jul 2016, 
near turn to Porlock, escape or weed from cottage 
garden, Caroline Giddens, VC5; Porlock, Parsons 
Street (SS 8859 4656), 13 Sep, small patch edge of 
road/wall of house in crack, GEL, VC5; Weston-
super-Mare, Weston Woods (ST 3259 6232), 13 
Sep, probably a garden throw-out rather than self-
sown, DG, VC6. Third and fourth records for VC5 
and second for VC6.

*Phedimus stoloniferus (Lesser Caucasian-
stonecrop) – Merryfield Airfield (ST 33 19), 24 
Jun 2021, damper edges of tracks, Val Graham, 
Ann Fells & APR; Tintinhull (ST 4995 1972), 
18 Sep, small patch under trees by tennis court, 
SRPG, VC5. Third and fourth records for VC5.

*Phormium cookianum (Lesser New Zealand Flax) 
– Weston-super-Mare, Weston Woods (ST 3268 
6232), 13 Dec, DG, det. FJR, VC6. Third record 
for VC6 and Somerset.

*Portulaca oleracea (Common Purslane) – Royal 
Portbury Docks (ST 501 768 to ST 506 761), 14 
Sep, frequent along main access road, Rupert 
Higgins, VC6. Second record for VC6 and first 
since 1978.

*Ruta graveolens (Rue) – Aller Farm (ST 0783 
3970), 3 Jun, three plants in lane outside farm, 
DCL, VC5. Third site for VC5.

Fig. 4 Erigeron annuus (Tall Fleabane) growing 
beside the A46 north of Bath. This annual is native to 
North and Central America where it is a colonist of 
bare ground. It is likely to be a garden escape when 
found in Britain and is sold by several nurseries, so 

may become more frequently recorded.
(Photo: © Helena Crouch)
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*Salvia hispanica (Chia) – Chew Valley Lake (ST 
572 615), 27 Oct, four plants by fence of picnic 
area, where people feed the birds; Winford (ST 
651 649), 24 Nov, one plant as a gutter weed on E 
edge of junction between Chapel Lane and Russell 
Close, MAW, VC6. Third and fourth sites for VC6 
and Somerset.

*Sedum kimnachii – Durleigh Reservoir (ST 260 
362), 30 Jan, on edge of water-course in very 
recent wetland restoration scheme, SJP; Sampford 
Brett (ST 0803 4060), 3 Jun, patch in lane, DCL, 
VC5. Second and third records for VC5.

*Symphoricarpos orbiculatus (Coralberry) – 
Selworthy (SS 92 46), 26 Jun, long stretch north 
side of hedge along track, GEL, VC5. Fourth 
record for VC5.

*Tolmiea menziesii (Pick-a-back-plant) – Blindmoor, 
Wheatlands Coppice (ST 2667 1478), 1 Jun 
2021, well naturalised, usually along streamsides; 
Battens Green (ST 2904 1899), 16 Jun, several 
plants naturalised along shady stream banks, JP, 
VC5; Woollard (ST 6365 6405), 17 Feb, large 
patches in alder carr below path along bottom of 
wood, to S of River Chew, HJC & DEG, VC6. 
Second and third sites for VC5 and third for VC6.

*Verbascum nigrum (Dark Mullein) – Taunton, Great 
Western Way (ST 2033 2590), 11 Jul, one plant in 
flower on kerbside, E side of road near pedestrian 
crossing, SJL, VC5. First record for VC5 since 
AFS.

*Veronica peregrina (American Speedwell) – 
Wellington, Willowbrook Nursery and Garden 
Centre (ST 166 213), 26 Jul, hundreds of plants 
with other 'weeds' in paving and gravel paths, SJL, 
VC5. Fifth site for VC5.

*Wolffia columbiana (Columbian Water-meal) – 
Queen’s Sedge Moor (ST 517 414), 10 Jun, in ditch 
on N side of Long Drove, NFS; Kewstoke, Sand 
Road (ST 335 643), 11 Sep, in ditch alongside 

road, David Hawkins, Libby Houston, Brian 
Ottway & DP, VC6. Second and third records for 
VC6 and Somerset.

The BSBI vice-county recorders in Somerset are: 
Stephen Parker and Simon Leach in VC5, and Helena 
Crouch in VC6. There is also an active recording 
group, the Somerset Rare Plants Group (SRPG), 
which holds an annual programme of field meetings, 
winter talks and identification workshops. Further 
information on the group’s activities, and a link to 
the list of taxa included in the Somerset Rare Plant 
Register, can be found on the SRPG website (https:// 
www.somersetrareplantsgroup.org.uk).

We would be delighted to receive records for 
possible inclusion in future reports; these should 
be submitted to one of the ‘receiving recorders’, as 
follows:

VC5 	 Stephen Parker, The Old Coach House, 
Newton Road, North Petherton, Bridgwater, TA6 6SN

VC6	 Helena Crouch, Bronwen, Farrington 
Road, Paulton, Bristol, BS39 7LP
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FIRST FLOWERING DATES 2022

In 2022 I again kept records of first flowering dates 
(FFDs) in the Taunton area, this time for 329 of the 339 
species covered by the decade-long study undertaken 
between 2008 and 2017 (Leach 2011 et seq.). A brief 
summary is given here of FFDs recorded, along with 
notable features of the weather in meteorological 
winter (December-February), spring (March-May) 
and summer (July-August), based on regional (S.W. 
England and S. Wales) and national (UK) values 
available on the Met Office website and my own 
observations. Records of snowfall, snow lying and 
air and ground frosts were from my back garden in 
Taunton.

The weather

Daily mean temperatures were above regional 
and national long-term (1991-2020) averages in 
every month between December and August. The 
winter period was, once again, exceptionally mild. 
December was the dullest since 1956, but the cloud 
cover acted as a thermal ‘blanket’ meaning that daily 
mean temperatures nationally were 1.1ºC above the 
long-term average; in Taunton there was a complete 
absence of ground or air frosts. In terms of regional 
values, it was the third-warmest December since the 
beginning of this study of FFDs in 2008; nationally, 
as if to highlight the point, the warmest New Year’s 
Eve on record (15ºC in Taunton) was followed by the 
warmest New Year’s Day (11ºC min. and 14ºC max. 
in Taunton).

January was sunnier and much closer to (though 
still above) average temperature-wise, whereas 
February was again exceptionally mild, 1.5ºC above 
the long-term average. Nationally it was the warmest 
February on record, beating the previous record set 
in 2019. Overall, the winter was the second warmest 
in the series since 2008 – only 2016 was warmer. 
While February was wet—thanks in large part to three 
named storms, ‘Dudley’, ‘Eunice’ and ‘Frank’, in 
quick succession—December and January were both 
relatively dry. ‘Eunice’ was noteworthy in producing 
the strongest wind gust ever recorded in England: 122 
mph on the Isle of Wight.

Meteorological spring continued the generally mild 
theme, with daily mean temperatures in March and 
May >1ºC above long-term average. But a somewhat 
cooler April meant that, overall, spring 2022 was only 
the fifth-warmest since 2008. Nationally, March and 
April were relatively dry, with above average levels 
of sunshine, but May was more unsettled with below-
average sunshine and slightly above-average rainfall.

The summer period, especially in July and August, 
was notably dry and warm. This was the second-
warmest summer in the series since 2008, with UK 
daily mean temperatures about 0.5ºC above long-term 
average in June, 1.3ºC above in July and 1.5ºC above 
in August. The hottest day according to the back-
garden thermometer was 12 August with a daytime 
maximum of 35ºC, but it was the heatwave in July 
that produced the hottest days on record in the UK: on 
19 July a wide scatter of weather stations in eastern 
England reported daytime maxima of 39ºC or more 
(the highest was 40.6ºC in Lincolnshire), breaking 
the previous UK record of 38.7ºC set in Cambridge in 
2019. Regionally, July was the warmest since the start 
of this study in 2008, while August was the second 
warmest. 

Apart from a brief unsettled period in mid-August, 
there was very little rain in the Taunton area between 
the end of June and the beginning of September. It 
was the driest July in southern England since 1911; 
the landscape went from green to beige—with aerial 
and satellite photos to prove it—and wildfires were 
widely reported. The source of the River Thames 
dried up in August, and reservoir levels, both locally 
and nationally, became worryingly low. As the 
drought set in, hosepipe bans were announced across 
wide swathes of the country. In Somerset a drought 
was officially declared on 30 August; and it would 
take several months for water levels to recover.

Over the nine-month period December to August 
sleet or wet snow was observed falling (not settling) 
in Taunton on two days, while back-garden air or 
ground frosts were recorded on just 23 days: eleven 
in January, four in February, three in March and five 
in April. Since 2008, only in one year (2014) have I 
recorded fewer than this.

First flowering dates

Given the weather, it is perhaps unsurprising that, 
even by today’s standards, 2022 produced another 
remarkably early set of FFDs. For the 329 species 
recorded, a comparison between 2022 FFDs and 
2008-2017 average FFDs is shown in Fig. 1. You’ll 
notice that the vast majority of data-points lie below 
the diagonal line, indicating that for most species 
FFDs were earlier than their decadal average FFDs. 
Indeed, 288 species (87.5%) were ‘early’ when 
assessed in this way, while just 27 (8.2%) were ‘late’.

Amongst those that were apparently slow to start 
flowering in 2022, Dog’s Mercury (Mercurialis 
perennis) was not recorded until 8 February—its 
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fourth-latest FFD in the series since 2008. Similarly, 
Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina) was nearly a week 
late in comparison with its decadal average; another 
species bucking the trend in a batch of late-winter/
early-spring woodland herbs that were otherwise 
generally noted for their earliness. Greater Stitchwort 
(Stellaria holostea), Southern Woodrush (Luzula 
forsteri), Hairy Woodrush (L. pilosa) and Wood-sedge 
(Carex sylvatica), for example, all had FFDs two to 
five weeks earlier than their decadal averages, while 
Bush-vetch (Vicia sepium), amazingly, was more than 
seven weeks earlier. Over the year as a whole, the 
tendency towards extreme earliness was especially 
marked amongst those species with decadal average 
FFDs falling in February and March: as a group, they 
were about 30 days early in 2022, while monthly 
groups from April onwards were ten to 18 days early.

Fifty species (15.2%) in 2022 had their earliest 
recorded FFDs since the start of this study. As well 
as the spring-flowering species mentioned above, 
they included many with FFDs later in the year, for 
example Lesser Centaury (Centaurium pulchellum), 
Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) (Fig. 2), 
Hemp-agrimony (Eupatorium cannabinum), Dyer’s 

Fig. 1 FFDs for 333 species in 2022, plotted against their average FFDs for the decade 2008-17. Dates are shown 
as day no. (1 January = day 1). The diagonal line marks the line along which the data-points would lie if 2022 
FFDs were identical to the decadal averages; above the line the 2022 date is later than the decadal average, 

below the line the 2022 date is earlier

Fig. 2 Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) started 
flowering on 26 May, 20 days earlier than its decadal 

average FFD and five days ahead of its previous 
earliest date, in 2020 (Photo: © Simon Leach)

Decadal average FFDs in Taunton area, 2008-2017

20
22

 F
FD
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Greenweed (Genista tinctoria), Long-stalked 
Crane’s-bill (Geranium columbinum), Musk Mallow 
(Malva moschata), and Hawkweed Oxtongue (Picris 
hieracioides). But possibly the most remarkable 
FFD of the lot in 2022 was that for Autumn Gentian 
(Gentianella amarella subsp. amarella) (Fig. 3), 
which started flowering at Thurlbear Quarrylands 
on 16 June, nearly four weeks (27 days) earlier than 
its previous earliest date and two months (61 days) 
earlier than its decadal average. One wonders whether 
summer drought and/or heat stress could have been 
the trigger for earlier-than-normal flowering in some 
of these species.

For the 329 species recorded in 2022, FFDs were, 
on average, 15 days earlier than average values across 
the decade 2008-17, and 30 days earlier than the dates 
given by Walter Watson for the first half of the last 
century (Watson 1949). Restricting the calculations to 
just the 286 species recorded in every year since 2008, 
2022 produced the second-earliest set of FFDs in the 
series—just two days later, on average, than those 
recorded in the exceptionally early ‘lockdown spring’ 
of 2020 (Leach 2021).
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Fig. 3 Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella subsp. 
amarella) had an extraordinarily early flowering 

season in 2022, possibly due to the summer drought, 
and was well past its ‘peak’ by the time one would 

normally expect it to begin flowering
(Photo: © Simon Leach)
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NEW RECORDS FOR LICHENS AND LICHENICOLOUS FUNGI 
IN SOMERSET, 2021-22

There has been a considerable amount of work done 
on lichens in Somerset since the last update (Coppins 
2021), including several surveys of important sites 
by Nicola Bacciu and other members of the British 
Lichen Society. The list of new records below 
demonstrates how much there is still to be found in 
Somerset.

In addition to these new records it is worth 
reporting that SANHS members visited St James’s 
churchyard in Taunton in June 2022 accompanied 
by two members of the British Lichen Society, John 
Skinner and Maxine Putnam, who recorded 45 lichen 
taxa and a lichenicolous fungus in the churchyard 
(Fig. 1). Their list included many common species 
of sandstone and limestone in urban areas but among 
these there was a record for Lecania sylvestris, new 
to the county. There are very few records, even of 
common species, from the centre of Taunton and 
this survey provides a useful baseline from which to 
assess ongoing changes in the lichen flora of urban 
areas.

One of the interesting features of lichens is their 
association with ancient habitats where there has been 

ecological continuity over centuries such as in Royal 
Forests and Deer Parks. Saxon Royal Forests were 
extensive in Somerset, including Neroche and Exmoor 
Royal Forests, and although much of Neroche has been 
lost to enclosure and to modern forestry there are still 
pockets of ancient trees in woods on the Blackdown 
Hills such as at Piddle Wood and Ruttersleigh Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Five of the records 
in the list below were recorded in these sites including 
the Nationally Rare Coenogonium tavaresianum 
found at Piddle Wood (Fig. 2) on an ancient boundary 
Oak (Quercus robur) that has survived on the edge of 
a Beech (Fagus sylvatica) plantation (Fig. 3). These 
ancient trees continue to surprise us as they carry 
species that are characteristic of former conditions 
and emphasise their importance in the landscape. 
Other areas where there are relics of a wood-pasture 
regime include medieval deer parks such as those at 
Mells, Dunster and Nettlecombe which have added 
seven new records in the list below. These include 
rare and vulnerable species of Caloplaca at Mells 
Park and Ramonia dictyospora, a Nationally Scarce 
species which was found growing together with 
Ramonia nigra on lignum of an ancient Ash (Fraxinus 
excelsior) in Dunster Park (Figs 4a, 4b). This habitat 
has become rare due to the tendency to remove dying 
trees from our landscape, yet these trees support a 
great diversity of invertebrates as well as lichens.

Although most of the records detailed below are 
associated with sites in the west of VC5 (S. Somerset)
there are also some from calcareous grassland sites in 

Fig. 1 Maxine Putnam and John Skinner studying 
lichens in St James’s churchyard, Taunton

(Photo: © Simon Leach)

Fig. 2 Coenogonium tavaresianum on an ancient 
boundary Oak at Piddle Wood

(Photo: © Neil Sanderson)
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VC6 (N. Somerset) at Brean Down, Wavering Down 
and at Priddy on an old mine site.

The increasing interest in lichenicolous fungi 
that are parasitic on other lichens has added 13 new 
taxa to the Somerset list. Some of these are parasitic 
on common species of lichen but most appear to be 
restricted to sites of high lichen interest. The British 
Lichen Society website has a section on these lichens 
with a growing list of photographs and descriptions.1

New to Somerset
Arthrorhaphis grisea – VC5, Robber’s Bridge (SS 

885 463), 2022, J. A. McGill det. N. Bacciu; 
parasitising Baeomyces rufus under a sandstone 
outcrop.

Caloplaca herbidella s. str. – VC6, Mells Park (ST 
7114 4843), Jul 2021, N. Sanderson; on two 

1	 https://britishlichensociety.org.uk/identification/lichenicolous-fungi

veteran Oaks (Quercus) in parkland.
Caloplaca lucifuga – VC6, Mells Park (ST 7127 

4880 & ST 7134 4832), Jul 2021, N. Sanderson; 
on two veteran Oaks (Quercus) in parkland.

Caloplaca stillicidiorum – VC6, Brean Down (ST 
28 59), 6 Jun 2021, N. Bacciu; growing through 
mosses and over twiggy debris at the soil/rock 
interface. This is the first confirmed record, 
although there was a previous, unsubstantiated 
record for hectad ST 25.

Cladophialophora parmeliae – VC5, Ruttersleigh 
SSSI (ST 251 163), Nov 2021, N. Bacciu; 
parasitising Hypotrachyna afrorevoluta.

Coenogonium tavaresianum – VC5, Piddle Wood 
(ST 2474 1901), 21 Apr 2022, N. Bacciu & N. 
Sanderson; on weakly flushed bark of a post-
mature Oak (Quercus). (Fig. 2)

Fig. 3 Ancient boundary trees on the edge of a 20th-century plantation of Beech at Piddle Wood
(Photo: © Neil Sanderson)
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Lecania sylvicola – VC5, St. James’s Church, 
Taunton (ST 228 248), 11 Jun 2022, M. Putnam & 
J. Skinner; on a limestone table tomb.

Lecanora sarcopidoides – VC5, Nettlecombe Court 
(ST 056 379), May 2022, N. Bacciu; growing on 
lignum of a dead standing Oak (Quercus).

Lichenopeltella peltigericola – VC5, West 
Quantoxhead Quarry (ST 1125 4150), Apr 2022, 
J. A. McGill, det. N. Bacciu; parasitising Peltigera 
hymenina on a rock at the bottom of a disused 
quarry.

Lichenosticta alcicornaria – VC6, Wavering Down 
(ST 4074 5530), Aug 2021, N. Bacciu; parasitising 
underside of squamules of Cladonia pocillum in 
limestone grassland.

Micarea ternaria – VC5, Invention Wood, Brewer’s 
Castle, Dulverton (SS 896 293), Aug 2021, J. 
Skinner & M. Putnam; on a sandstone pebble 
embedded in the ground in a forestry clearing.

Ramonia dictyospora – VC5, Dunster Park and 
Heathlands SSSI (ST 997 431), Jul 2022, N. 
Bacciu; growing with Ramonia nigra, on lignum 
in a hollow of a near horizontal branch of a veteran 
Ash (Fraxinus excelsior). (Fig. 4)

Spirographa fusisporella s. lat. – VC5, Great Hill, 
Quantocks (ST 1581 3650), Aug 2021, N. Bacciu; 
parasitising Pertusaria corallina on a siliceous 
rock in a Bronze Age cairn.

Taeniolella arthoniae – VC5, Piddle Wood (ST 2474 
1889), 21 Apr 2022, N. Bacciu & N. Sanderson; 
parasitising Dendrographa decolorans on a post-
mature Oak (Quercus).

Watsoniomyces obsoletus (syn. Lecidea lichenicola) 
– VC6, Whitesheet Down (ST 2474 1889), Oct 
2021, N. Bacciu; on chalk rubble.

New vice-county records
Arthonia fuscopurpurea – VC6, Priddy Mineries 

(ST 546 510), Mar 2022, N. Bacciu; parasitising 
Peltigera hymenina on a Willow (Salix) branch.

Laetisaria lichenicola – VC5, Ruttersleigh SSSI (ST 
2508 1645), Nov 2021, N. Bacciu; parasitising 
Physcia tenella.

Lichenochora obscuroides – VC5, Nettlecombe 
Court (ST 063 383), May 2022, N. Bacciu; 
parasitising Phaeophyscia orbicularis on an Oak 
(Quercus) branch.

Orcularia insperata (syn. Rinodina biloculata) – 
VC5, Nettlecombe Court (ST 058 376), May 
2022, N. Bacciu; on a Cedar (Cedrus) twig in open 
parkland.

Polycoccum peltigerae – VC5, Wall Common (ST 
2589 4538), Aug 2021, N. Bacciu; parasitising 
Peltigera canina growing amongst shingle.

Rhymbocarpus cruciatus – VC5, Barford Park (ST 

2339 3596), Jun 2021, N. Bacciu; parasitising 
Diploicia canescens on E-facing garden wall.

Stigmidium congestum – VC5, Nettlecombe Court 
(ST 059 369), May 2022, N. Bacciu; parasitising 
Lecanora hybocarpa on an Oak (Quercus) branch.

Tremella phaeographidis – VC5, Ruttersleigh SSSI 
(ST 2643 1632), Nov 2021, N. Bacciu & A. 
Windle; parasitising Phaeographis smithii.

Fig. 4a (top) Ramonia dictyospora (the two tiny 
'Yorkshire puddings') on the lignum of an ancient Ash 

tree in Dunster Park (Photo: © Paul Cannon); 4b 
(bottom) Ramonia nigra, with which R. dictyospora 

was growing (Photo: © N. Bacciu)
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The additions above increase the number of 
accepted taxa (including infraspecific taxa) known in 
Somerset from 1,022 to 1,037. The number of species 
is increased from 1,003 to 1,018, of which 881 are 
lichenised fungi, 117 are lichenicolous fungi, and 20 
are non-lichenised fungi that are traditionally treated 
with the lichens.

REFERENCE

Coppins, B. J., 2021. ‘Somerset lichens and lichenicolous 
fungi 2018–21’, SANH 164, 332-34.

BRIAN COPPINS and PAT WOLSELEY

ARACHNIDS IN SOMERSET 2022

This has been a busy year for Somerset arachnology 
in a number of ways. Every year the British 
Arachnological Society organises a three-day 
recording weekend for its members. This moves 
around Britain to make it available to as many 
of the membership as possible and I managed to 
arrange the 2022 event in Somerset. In spite of the 
numerous field opportunities within the county it 
proved challenging to find a venue that provided 
accommodation, a lecture room, and a place where 
microscopes etc. could be set up to help beginners and 
others with identifications and techniques. In the end 
the Fox and Goose Hotel at Brent Knoll provided us 
with everything we needed though we also used the 
Crossways Inn at West Huntspill for additional B&B. 
The meeting took place at the end of May, and there 
were 23 attendees including local day visitors.

While several people took advantage of the 
identification workshop, the remainder visited the 
Avalon Marshes, Steart Marshes, Berrow Dunes, 
Brean Down, Crook Peak and Wavering Down, 
and Cheddar Gorge. In all, 167 spider species were 
recorded during the long weekend, plus Platybunus 
triangularis, the only harvestman usually found 
in spring. The greatest number of species, 71, was 
recorded from Street Heath and this included the 
only new county record, the comb-footed spider 
Parasteatoda lunata (Family Theridiidae) which was 
found by Tylan Berry. This is a fairly common species 
in southern England but not in Wales or the South 
West. Berrow Dunes produced two of its specialities, 
the sand dune jumping spiders Synageles venator and 
Marpissa nivoyi (Family Salticidae). Although these 
were previously recorded they are both Nationally 
Scarce (in fewer than 100 hectads in Britain), and it 
was good to know that they were still there.

James McGill has been out and about in Somerset 
less this year but still managed to find two new 
county records and a third species new to VC5 (S. 
Somerset). Of these three, the running crab spider 
Philodromus margaritatus (Family Philodromidae) 

is the most significant, being both Nationally Rare 
(recorded in 15 or fewer hectads in Britain) and 
listed as Near Threatened on the GB Red List. It 
lives on lichen-covered branches and has appropriate 
cryptic markings. In August, Tone Killick found Ero 
tuberculata (Family Mimetidae) at Berrow – another 
new county record. My own limited recording has 
continued and I was pleased to find 21 different 
spider species in St James’s Churchyard, Taunton, 
at an event organised by SANHS where interested 
attendees could also see some of the species found.

I was very grateful to receive a number of 
records from three separate contributors based in 
the north of the county. Mike Williams has sent me 
several records in the past from the Bath area but 
in 2022 contributed more, including a new site for 
the Endangered and Nationally Rare money spider 
Pelecopsis radicicola (Family Linyphiidae). He also 
sent me a large number of records from survey work 
he did at university which involved sites in both VC5 
and VC6 (N. Somerset). Catherine Turner recorded a 
number of interesting spiders and has helped to fill 
in some sparsely recorded squares in the Bath area. 
Amongst the species she recorded in 2022 was a 
first county record of Philodromus buxi (Family 
Philodromidae) (Fig. 1) from a site on a bridge in the 
city. She subsequently found more, including gravid 
females, at a second site nearby; so there is definitely 
a small breeding population there, and every chance 
they could be elsewhere in the area. The sites where 
they were found are close to a derelict development 
plot which previously housed a garden centre; it is 
possible that this may have been the origin of the 
spiders. Outside the London area there has only 
been one other recorded sighting of this species, also 
from 2022, when it was found not far away in Bristol 
(VC34) (Newman 2023). The conservation status of 
this species is currently ‘Not Evaluated’.

Alice Bennett-West located further new sites along 
the N. Somerset coast for the purseweb spider Atypus 
affinis (see also last year’s report, SANH 165, 300-1), 
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as well as recording the Nationally Scarce jumping 
spider Calositticus inexpectus (Family Salticidae) at 
Clevedon – a first record for this species in VC6. She 
has also been taking a particular interest in seeking 
out alien species which have found their way into the 
UK through the horticulture trade, including visits, 
with management approval, to her local garden centre. 
The cribellate orbweb spider Uloborus plumipes 
(Family Uloboridae) is a well-known example of 
such a species and one that has been added to the 
main British checklist following the discovery of 
breeding populations in many garden centres across 
the country.

When the latest checklist of spiders was 
compiled, Alastair Lavery divided the fauna into 
two main lists (Lavery 2019): ‘List A’ contains all 
the species which are known or believed to have 
established breeding populations in Britain, while 
‘List B’ includes occasional imports not known to 
be breeding, plus a few species which have bred but 
only in large-scale heated biomes. On the Spider 
Recording Scheme website (https://srs.britishspiders.
org.uk) Richard Wilson also maintains a page on 

‘Non-British Arachnids’ which now lists more than 
50 spider species, plus two harvestmen and two 
pseudoscorpions. An example from this list, but 
too recent to be on Lavery’s ‘List B’, is another 
cribellate orbweb spider Zosis geniculata (Family 
Uloboridae) (Fig. 2) which is one of half-a-dozen 
alien species Alice recorded in her local garden centre 
in 2022. Z. geniculata originates in the sub-tropical 
Americas, and this is the first report of it being found 
in Europe. Amongst her other finds was a first county 
record for the funnelweb spider Tegenaria hasperi 
(Family Agelenidae) which Alice successfully reared 
to adulthood (Bennett-West 2023). Although this 
particular specimen was in a garden centre, T. hasperi 
is included on Lavery’s ‘List A’ because a breeding 
population is known from a green roof at the Olympic 
Park, currently the only other known site for this 
species in Britain.

Also in 2022, Alice found another first county 
record for the jumping spider Dendryphantes rudis 
(Family Salticidae) in the most bizarre of habitats. 
Specimens of both sexes were found on the ‘See 
Monster’ – an art installation on a former offshore 

Fig. 1 A female Philodromus buxi on her egg sac (Photo: © C. Turner)
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oil rig erected on the seafront at Weston-super-Mare 
– where they were living on planted pine trees. This 
jumping spider is also on Lavery’s ‘List A’ since a 
hitherto single breeding population was found in 
Merseyside, also amongst pine trees that had been 
planted. When the ‘See Monster’ was dismantled the 
pine trees were replanted at a site close by in Weston 
and the intention is to visit the location and see if the 
spider can still be found there or, more importantly, 
if it has established nearby. Unsurprisingly, the 
conservation status of both Tegenaria hasperi and 
Dendryphantes rudis is currently ‘Not Evaluated’.

Records of new spider species for Somerset found 
in 2022 are summarised below, but excluding species 
which would fit the criteria for inclusion on Lavery’s 
‘List B’, such as Zosis geniculata, which are clearly 
introduced but with no evidence (yet) of successful 
breeding. Species are listed in alphabetical order. 
With seven new species added in 2022 there are now 
458 spider species recorded in Somerset (VC5 and 
VC6). VC5 now has 408 species (three new in 2022) 
and VC6 has 401 species (six new in 2022).1

Argenna subnigra – Hurlestone Point (SS 900 491), 
2 Jun, J. A. McGill; first record for VC5.

Calositticus inexpectus – Clevedon foreshore (ST 
391 702), 14 Feb, A. Bennett-West; first record for 
VC6. 

Dendryphantes rudis – ‘See Monster’, Tropicana, 
Weston-super-Mare, in planted pine trees (ST 316 
606), 29 Oct, A. Bennett-West; first record for 
VC6 and Somerset.

Ero tuberculata – Berrow Dunes (ST 292 534), 27 
Aug, T. Killick; first record for VC6 and Somerset.

Parasteatoda lunata – Street Heath (ST 463 393), 28 
May, T. Berry; first record for VC6 and Somerset.

Philodromus buxi – Victoria Bridge, Bath (ST 741 
650), 1 Jun, C. Turner; first record for VC6 and 
Somerset.

Philodromus margaritatus – Dunster Park (SS 993 

426), 8 Oct, J. A. McGill; first record for VC5 and 
Somerset.

Tegenaria hasperi – Cadbury Garden Centre (ST 437 
643), 8 Apr, A. Bennett-West; first record for VC6 
and Somerset.

Walckenaeria kochi – Porlock Allotment (SS 846 
445), 4 Mar, J. A. McGill; first record for VC5 and 
Somerset.

REFERENCES
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British Record’, SRS News 105 in Newsletter British 
Arachnological Soc. 156, 11-12.

Lavery, A., 2019. ‘A revised checklist of the spiders of Great 
Britain and Ireland’, Arachnology 18:3, 196-212.
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British Arachnological Soc. 156, 10-11.
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Somerset County Recorder

British Arachnological Society 

Fig. 2 Zosis geniculata (Photo: © A. Bennett-West)

1	 Note that I have recalculated these figures based on a thorough review of all the latest information, meaning that they do not 
align exactly with those previously reported.
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SOMERSET BIRDS 2021

Among an exceptional number of species recorded 
this year were five ‘firsts’ for Somerset. Undoubtedly 
the most popular was the River Warbler (Locustella 
fluviatilis) that spent over two weeks in early June at 
Ham Wall (Fig. 1). There are very few records of this 
generally skulking species away from the Northern 
Isles and, as far as visiting birders were concerned, 
this bird did everything right, selecting a territory 
accessible to all and singing its remarkable song often 
within feet of the watchers. Like the River Warbler, 
Blyth’s Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus dumetorum) has 
been steadily advancing its range westward through 
Europe in recent years. Unfortunately this county first 
at Langport on 2 June was far less obliging and stayed 
for just the one day. A Rustic Bunting (Emberiza 
rustica) photographed at Ham Wall on 8 June was 
even more frustrating, lingering for a mere three 
minutes.

News of a Sociable Plover (Vanellus gregarius) 
on West Sedgemoor in March could not be released 
because of COVID restrictions, but the fifth new 
county bird, a Baikal Teal (Sibirionetta formosa) 

identified at Greylake RSPB reserve on 29 December 
remained well into 2022 and, although difficult to 
locate in the massed wildfowl, was seen by many 
visitors. Other rarities for which records need to 
be assessed by the national British Birds Rarities 
Committee were Blue-winged Teal (Spatula 
discors), Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus), 
Baird’s Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii), Little Bittern 
(Ixobrychus minutus) and two singing Savi’s Warblers 
(Locustella luscinioides).

Several heron species continue to thrive on the 
Avalon Marshes. At RSPB Ham Wall Great White 
Egrets (Ardea alba) now outnumber Little Egrets 
(A. garzetta), a situation unthinkable 20 years ago. 
Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus), Spoonbill (Platalea 
leucorodia) and Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea) are 
scarce but annual visitors and future breeding is not 
unlikely.

Two nationally scarce wader species are also 
increasing, both of them on the Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust nature reserve at Steart Marshes. 
Little Ringed Plovers (Charadrius dubius) first bred 

Fig. 1 River Warbler (Locustella fluviatilis) recorded in June at Ham Wall (Photo:© Brian Hill)
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in 1995, and have done so ever since. In 2021 up to 
six pairs bred, raising a minimum of four young. Once 
a rare winter visitor, Avocets (Recurvirostra avosetta) 
have increased spectacularly in the past 20 years and 
winter flocks in the Parrett Estuary now regularly 
exceed 800. This elegant wader first nested in 2012 
and numbers have steadily increased. In 2021 35 pairs 
raised a minimum of 25 fledged young.

Sadly these success stories, welcome though 
they are, cannot mask the depressing and continuing 
decline suffered by many species once so familiar in 
the county. Wide swathes of agricultural land laced 
with insecticide and bordered by shattered hedgerows 
have become ornithological deserts, no longer suitable 
for Grey Partridges (Perdix perdix), Yellowhammers 
(Emberiza citronella), Linnets (Linaria cannabina), 
Tree Sparrows (Passer montanus) and Corn Buntings 
(Emberiza calandra). All these have declined in 
recent years, while the last is now extinct in Somerset.

The reasons for some other declines are less 
obvious and often poorly understood, and this is 
particularly so for summer migrants such as Wood 
Warbler (Phylloscopus sibilatrix) and Willow Warbler 
(P. trochilus), the latter now confined as a breeding 
species to upland parts of the county. Somerset’s 
Nightingales (Luscinia megarhynchos) are extremely 
site-faithful and scrub clearance can quickly lead to 
local extinctions, particularly as this is a species on 
the edge of its world range here. A greater threat, 
though, is likely to be habitat degradation in its sub-
Saharan wintering grounds.

Here, as elsewhere in Britain, populations of 
Spotted Flycatchers (Muscicapa striata) are in 
steep and accelerating decline. Several causes are 
suggested, but none yet proven, although recent 
studies have revealed poor survival rates for first-

year birds. Certainly much suitable breeding habitat, 
provided both by woodland and gardens, still exists. 
As its name implies, this bird is entirely dependent 
on an abundance of summer insects, and there are 
now far fewer of these. Personal observation suggests 
some breeding pairs experience difficulty in finding 
food, and the death of one brood was probably the 
result of starvation.

The RSPB recently estimated that 38 million 
birds have been lost in the last 50 years, a staggering 
statistic. Even the humble House Sparrow (Passer 
domesticus) is on the danger list; and it is now 
possible to walk through towns like Taunton without 
a single sighting.

The annual report, Somerset Birds, published by 
Somerset Ornithological Society features summaries 
of all 246 species recorded in the county in 2021, 
and the review goes into far greater detail than this 
brief article. A comment on the current status of 
each species precedes each account. All too often 
the words ‘has decreased’ feature, but there is plenty 
of good news too, and some excellent photographs. 
I commend it to you. Copies are available from the 
County Recorder, Brian Gibbs (email: brian.gibbs@
somersetbirding.org.uk).

Readers should be aware that, unlike other natural history 
reports which cover the whole of vice-counties 5 and 6 
(more or less equivalent to the old historical county of 
Somerset), in this report – as in previous recent bird reports 
– the terms ‘Somerset’ and ‘county’ here refer to the modern 
administrative county of Somerset only.

BRIAN HILL
Somerset Ornithological Society
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REVIEW OF SOMERSET’S LOCAL GEOLOGICAL SITES 

The project to review the network of Local Geological 
Sites (LGSs) in administrative Somerset begun in 
2016 and carried out as a partnership between the 
Somerset Geology Group (SGG) and Somerset 
Environmental Records Centre (SERC) was finished 
in 2022; no mean feat considering the COVID-19 
pandemic and the scale of the task involved. The 
present note gives a summary and overview of the 
project, updating an earlier progress report (Dawson 
2019). It should be noted that the work was supported 
by two grants from the SANHS Pat Hill-Cottingham 
Memorial Fund. 

In total we reviewed 254 LGSs: 234 in Somerset, 
plus 20 in the part of Exmoor National Park lying 
within Devon. There are now 220 LGSs in Somerset 
(Fig. 1), plus 14 in the Devon part of the National 
Park, slightly lower than the original figures due to a 
few de-designations and amalgamations.

The time frame for undertaking this review was 
a little longer than our original schedule but, as one 
might expect from a new process working on sites 
that were last visited more than 30 years ago, there 
have been many challenges along the way, not least 
a global pandemic! For each of 2017, 2018 and 2019 
we were able to recruit two SERC-based graduate 
volunteers for a summer field season; furthermore 
a paid Local Geology Sites (LGS) Project Officer 
role (Fig. 2) was established at SERC for two days 

a week for the last three years of the review. As the 
recruitment of graduate volunteers was not possible 
in 2020 and 2021, the LGS Project Officer role was 
critical to the success of the project, supported by a 
small group of SGG-sourced volunteers.

That role included researching and contacting 
owners for permission for field survey; finalising the 
data for each LGS after assessment by the LGS Panel; 
updating SERC’s records and systems; and ensuring 
survey results and site assessment forms were sent to 
owners/managers who had granted permission for a 
site survey (approximately two-thirds of the total). 

As far as we are aware, Somerset is one of only 
three counties in England, and by far the largest, 
to have reviewed its LGSs. Our review therefore 
emerged as a very substantial project—roughly 
equivalent to one full-time post for six years 
(including the development year). Over two-thirds of 
that input was on a voluntary basis. 

We divided the county into convenient 
geologically-defined areas for purposes of field survey 
and associated desk research, which did not always 
match administrative areas. We started with the LGSs 
in the Exmoor National Park (including adjacent older 
rock areas of west Somerset), the Quantocks Hills 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and 
adjacent younger rock areas) and the Vale of Taunton 
Deane. By the end of 2020 we had moved on to the 

Fig. 1 Distribution of Local Geological Sites (LGSs) in Somerset. LGSs = blue circles. The black lines indicate the 
former District Council boundaries within ‘administrative’ Somerset (pre-2020)
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Fig. 2 SERC Local Geology Sites (LGS) Project Officer, Wesley Harris, surveying an overgrown site on the 
Hestercombe Diorite near Taunton

(Photo: © Garry Dawson)

Mendip Hills (covering both the AONB and adjacent 
parts of the former Mendip District) and South 
Somerset. The end of 2021 saw the review of LGSs 
in all of these areas largely finished, with fieldwork 
completed in early 2022 for the few remaining LGSs 
in the Somerset part of the Blackdown Hills AONB. 
Numbers of LGSs within the various designated 

landscape areas are given in Table 1.
SGG’s Update No 13 (May 2022) includes a final 

report on the review. This and the various ‘project 
area’ reports can be found on the SGG web page on 
SERC’s website at http://wp.somerc.co.uk/specialist- 
groups/somerset-geology-group/. 

Area Number of LGSs Percentage of LGSs

Exmoor National Park
(Somerset only) 49 22

Quantock Hills AONB 24 11

Mendip Hills AONB 16 7

Blackdown Hills AONB 5 2

Cranborne Chase AONB
(Somerset only) 1 <1

Not in a designated landscape area 125 57

TABLE 1 NUMBER OF LOCAL GEOLOGICAL SITES WITHIN DESIGNATED LANDSCAPE AREAS

22844 SANHS PROCEEDINGS VOL 166 NOV 23



250

SOMERSET ARCHAEOLOGY AND NATURAL HISTORY, 2022

Criteria

Number of LGSs Scientific Educational Historic Aesthetic Percentage of LGSs

79 X 36

33 X X 15

26 X X X 12

23 X X X X 10

19 X X X 9

15 X X 7

8 X X X 3

7 X X 3

5 X X 2

2 X X X 1

2 X 1

1 X X X <1

TABLE 2 LOCAL GEOLOGICAL SITES BY CRITERIA CITED

Designation criteria

During the project our LGS Panel met generally twice 
a year to consider the recommendations emerging as 
to whether individual LGS should be re-designated 
or otherwise. Each site was assessed for its value on 
the basis of answers to key questions, set out in the 
assessment forms, covering four criteria: scientific, 
educational, historic and aesthetic. Sites were 
recommended for re-designation as long as one or 
more criteria were met sufficiently (Table 2).

Not surprisingly ‘scientific’ reasons were cited 
more than any others, but it is encouraging for 
the future that 48% were considered worthy of re-
designation on ‘educational’ grounds. This does 
not necessarily mean that these LGS have been or 
are currently used for education, but there may be 
potential for the future (for example, for interpretative 
information for the general public or use for field 
studies, where an owner is willing).

The numbers of LGSs identified for their 
‘historic’ and/or ‘aesthetic’ criteria were lower but 
still significant. However, the figures in Table 2 may 
under-represent these interests to some extent. For 
example, ‘historic’ criteria cover both the history of 
the study of geology and the history of mining and 
quarrying, while ‘aesthetic’ criteria cover how the 
geology of the LGS can contribute to understanding 

the surrounding landscape. So in some cases, where 
the interest for one criterion on its own may not have 
been sufficient to warrant a ‘tick’ in its own right, 
there was cumulative value with the other criteria. 

LGS ownership

Table 3 indicates that while 38% of LGSs are 
owned by public bodies or trusts with a community 
mandate, the majority are in private ownership. It is 
important to realise that there is no right of public 
access implied by designation of a site as a LGS. For 
example, although a site may have been designated 
for its scientific or educational value anyone wishing 
to visit the site for research or education must obtain 
permission from the land owner.

Geology of the LGSs

Table 4 gives an indication of the period of geology 
underlying the LGS derived from small scale digital 
British Geological Survey (BGS) surface geological 
data. It may appear from this, and Fig. 1, that parts 
of the stratigraphic column present in Somerset, and 
different parts of the county, are variably represented, 
but this may reflect lesser conservation interest 
of some formations/horizons, as well as a lack of 
outcrop. Also it should be noted that the period of 
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TABLE 3 LANDOWNERSHIP OF LOCAL GEOLOGICAL SITES IN SOMERSET

Owner Number of LGSs Percentage of LGSs

National Trust 15 7

Forestry England 9 4

Highways and land with public right of way 21 10

County or former District Council 12 5

Somerset Wildlife Trust 3 1

Wessex Water 5 2

Exmoor National Park Authority 7 3

Trusts and amenity organisations 12 6

Other (mostly in private ownership) 136 62

underlying geology shown in the Table does not 
necessarily reflect the conservation interest of the 
LGS – we have still to compile more accurate statistics 
on this from the area reports. For example, there may 
be different formations exposed at a lower level in a 
cliff or quarry face which are the actual horizons of 
conservation interest; and it does not indicate LGSs 
with karst, cave, fluvial erosion or other Quaternary 
or geomorphological interest.

The future

In April 2023 the District Councils and Somerset 
County Council were replaced by a new unitary 
authority. The results of the present review will 
provide the new Somerset Council with a much more 
robust dataset to support their work, and we hope to 
find a way to make the full LGS review information 
held by SERC more readily available to them. 
Currently, only a brief summary statement is included 
in the updated dataset sent by SERC to planning 

TABLE 4 LOCAL GEOLOGICAL SITES BY GEOLOGICAL PERIOD. INFORMATION DERIVED FROM 
BRITISH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY SMALL-SCALE DIGITAL DATA

authorities every six months.
Clearing rock faces of vegetation and slumped 

material has emerged as a high priority at a few 
LGSs, with opportunities also arising at others from 
time to time. Since the review project was initiated, 
conservation work and discussion around plans for 
interpretation have already taken place for some 
LGSs owned by Forestry England, the National Trust 
and Wessex Water, and such activities can make 
a huge difference to a site’s value and the visibility 
of its geological interest (Figs 3 and 4). We hope 
in the future to build further contacts with owners 
and managers to encourage more of this kind of 
conservation work. It is also helpful to be aware of the 
landscape organisations involved. Table 1 indicates, 
for example, that 43% of all LGSs are situated within 
AONB or National Park boundaries.

We need to ensure that such activity is organised 
with the agreement of the owner and with partner 
organisations which have the appropriate insurance 
and skills to carry out any practical conservation 
work needed. There is also considerable scope for 

Geological period Beginning of Period
(million years ago) Number of LGSs Percentage of LGSs

Cretaceous 145 (Period end 66 mya) 5 2

Jurassic 201 55 25

Triassic 252 57 26

Permian 299 3 1

Carboniferous 359 17 8

Devonian 419 81 37

Silurian 444 2 1
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interpretative information and/or for occasional 
access to some sites for field study use, as mentioned 
above.

We anticipate continuing the LGS Panel and 
partnership-working between SGG and SERC, but 
at a lower level of activity than for the LGS review. 
Further review is a high priority for some sites, 
including a few for which we have so far been unable 
to establish exactly who owns them.

There are several LGSs in Somerset where the 
exposure was documented originally by nationally 
well-known geologists from the 19th and 20th 
centuries, such as Somerset’s Charles Moore. 
Other LGSs are already proving to be of interest 
for contemporary geological scientific research, 
while our review has also made us more aware of 
contemporary research interests more generally. This 
resulted, for example, in my noticing a new exposure 
of the Triassic North Curry Sandstone, created during 
recent road works, and alerting a member of our SGG 
network with a research interest in this horizon. The 
interest was such that the resulting research is already 
in publication (Dawson et al. 2022).

In addition to this important new exposure, several 
other potential new LGSs were noted during the 
course of this review. However, we had decided from 
the outset that the review would concentrate on re-
designating existing LGSs and any new sites would 
be considered later, after the review’s completion. 
Now, having completed the review, our future work 
will include consideration of the designation of new 
LGSs, whether these be new exposures or existing 
exposures that were overlooked when the existing 
LGSs were designated.

We also realised in the early stages of the LGS 
review that there may be geological specimens held 
in museums that were originally collected from 
LGSs, but it was beyond our capacity to explore this 
further then. Through such links we suspect there 
may be plenty of interesting stories yet to be told 
about Somerset’s geology, extending well beyond the 
boundaries of the LGSs themselves.
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Fig. 3 Rams Combe Quarry LGS on Forestry England 
land in the Quantock Hills, as members of the 

Quantock Countryside Volunteers start clearance in 
November 2021 (Photo: © Garry Dawson)

Fig. 4 The same LGS as in Fig. 3 after a second stage 
of clearance in May 2022, this time by members of the 
Open University Geological Society, to re-expose the 

Devonian Hangman Sandstone
(Photo: © Garry Dawson)
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