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In 2022, with the COVID-19 pandemic firmly in the
rear view mirror, our programme of natural history
field meetings could go ahead much as planned. We
began with a springtime excursion to Thurlbear Wood
and Quarrylands SSSI on the edge of the Blackdown
Hills. It felt odd to be meeting up as a group again,
but ‘in the flesh’ made a welcome change from the
Zoom meetings and webinars that had dominated the
previous two winters. In June we investigated the
natural history of St James’s churchyard in Taunton.
Our party included both beginners and experts, and
it proved to be a most enjoyable and productive day.
We made a special effort to record some lesser known
groups such as spiders and lichens. And, as you
will see in the reports that follow, Francis Farr-Cox
recorded 21 species of arachnid in the churchyard,
while visiting lichenologists John Skinner and Maxine
Putnam had a good haul of 45 species including one,
Lecania sylvestris, seemingly new to the county.
A return visit in September 2023 is planned, when
amongst other things we hope to take a closer look at
bryophytes and fungi.

Lichens have featured, too, in work being
supported through the Pat Hill-Cottingham Fund:
specifically, SANHS helped to fund a survey by
Nicola Bacciu and Neil Sanderson of the lichen
communities associated with veteran trees in Piddle
Wood, part of the ancient Neroche Forest near Staple
Fitzpaine. Several of their more notable records from
there and elsewhere are mentioned in the lichen report
by Pat Wolseley and Brian Coppins, but we hope that
a detailed paper on the Piddle Wood survey will be
published in next year’s Ecology in Somerset.

While on the subject of projects part-funded by
the Pat Hill-Cottingham Fund, we are pleased this
year to include a final report by Garry Dawson on the
recent review of Local Geological Sites undertaken
by the Somerset Geology Group. Also in 2022, the
Fund supported visits from taxon-group specialists to
Steep Holm as part of a major initiative to compile
a new inventory of the plants and animals inhabiting
this island in the Bristol Channel. Some of the visits

last year had to be deferred due to bad weather, but the
project continues to make good progress and we look
forward to the results of the various surveys appearing
in future issues of this journal.

It is natural history, of course, that puts the ‘NH’
into SANHS. Two-fifths of the letters — so a sizeable
contribution — but sadly naturalists currently represent
but a tiny (and seemingly dwindling) percentage of the
membership. Can we, please, put in a plea for more
SANHS members to consider joining in with some
of the natural history activities on offer? We continue
to arrange an annual programme of field meetings
between April and October, as well as winter talks
and lectures — many of the latter still held on Zoom
to make them accessible to as wide an audience as
possible. But organising such events becomes harder
as the number of people involved declines. Let’s not
beat about the bush: we are an ageing membership,
and we need desperately to find new ways of getting
more people actively engaged. An effort to make
our meetings more ‘family friendly’ may help, but
relatively few families are currently on our radar, and
while concern for the natural environment is higher
than it’s ever been we find ourselves competing in a
crowded marketplace.

We were deeply saddened to learn of the death
of Philip Radford on Boxing Day 2022. He was an
enthusiastic and talented all-round naturalist and a
stalwart member of SANHS. A full obituary appears
elsewhere in these pages; but suffice to say we miss
him greatly, as we do a number of other Somerset
naturalists who died during the year. A special
mention for Liz McDonnell, who died in October. Liz
was a founding member of the Somerset Rare Plants
Group, and with Helena Crouch she was joint recorder
for N. Somerset (VC6) for the Botanical Society of
Britain and Ireland; significantly for SANHS, she
was also one of the small group of volunteers who
for the last eight years have been actively working
on the Somerset/SANHS Herbarium housed at the
Somerset Heritage Centre.! She worked tirelessly and
painstakingly on this collection, as well as donating
a large number of her own beautifully mounted
specimens gathered over the last 20 or more years.

! Readers are referred to the paper by Liz and Ian Salmon that appeared in Vol. 160 of SANH (pp. 214-16). Note that this project,
too, was supported in its early stages by a grant from the Pat Hill-Cottingham Fund.
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This might sound trite, but losing people like this is so
hard for those left behind.

Our thanks, as always, to all the authors who
kindly contributed material for this edition of Ecology
in Somerset, and to those who assisted in an editorial
capacity. We are especially grateful to Pat Wolseley
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for her offers of help this year, and we look forward
to her being able to take on a greater editorial role for
next year’s edition.

The Natural History Committee
30 June 2023
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