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Archaeological planning advice continues to be one
of our core functions across Somerset and BaNES
and much of this work is coordinated by Steve
Membery, Tanya James and Jan Grove. The recent
proposals from the Environment Agency for the
Bridgwater tidal barrier scheme have resulted in
several archaeological projects alongside the River
Parrett. This detailed wetland and coastal archaeology
is coordinated by Richard Brunning. Other members
of the team offer specialist advice on military sites,
countryside management and churches. Nic Wall has
continued to offer conservation planning advice to
Somerset County Council on a wide range of sites and
projects ranging from the potential improvements on
the A358 through to specialist advice on Listed school
buildings.

Development pressure picked up in 2022 and the
number of planning applications submitted during
the year remained high (1,378) with specialist advice
needed on road schemes, housing projects, churches,
quarries, and the implementation of the Town
Enhancement schemes at Chard and Yeovil.

\Volunteering has always been a key activity for
the HES and after the impacts of the Covid pandemic
we can now report that volunteering is returning to
several areas of our work. A particularly successful
project digitising tithe map information in Somerset
and BaNES during 2022 has continued with Mike
Bisset and Chris Smith now approaching 500 parishes
completed. The Hands-on-Heritage work at the Avalon
Archaeology Park has continued laying a mosaic floor
in the reconstructed Roman building alongside further
work on decorating the Saxon style hall. A funding
bid to complete the work was successfully submitted
to the National Lottery Heritage Fund and a grant of
almost £100k was confirmed to finish the landscaping
around the Avalon Archaeology Park and open it to
the public in 2023.

The work on the post-excavation programme
associated with the excavations at Hinkley Point C
power station suffered delays during the pandemic but
further analysis and report writing in 2022 has brought
the project back on track with plans for publications
of the technical reports in late 2023. The results from
these extensive excavations are long awaited and

the detailed analysis of the early-medieval cemetery
should provide interesting new information. The HES
continues to monitor the work of statutory undertakers
such as Bristol Water and Wessex Water and much of
this work is supervised by Tanya James.

The development and expansion of the HER
to cover both Somerset and BaNES continues and
Catherine Dove was appointed in 2022 to replace
Tom Sunley who moved on to work for the Forestry
Commission. During the year 1,500 sites were added
to the Somerset HER and 990 to the BaNES HER.
These figures were inflated by the pilot work for the
Local Listing project, supported by DCLG, which
was completed in 2022. The next stage of the project
continues with the support of Somerset County
Council, the four District Councils and Exmoor
National Park Authority to assess and recommend
sites for Local Listing.

During the year the HES continued to offer agri-
environment advice on Countryside Stewardship
schemes around the county. This work is coordinated
by Jan Grove and helps to protect archaeological
sites and features in the farming landscape. Visitor
numbers increased on a range of the most accessible
landscape sites managed by the SWHT. At Deer Leap
on Mendip the AONB team have improved the access
to the car park area and continue to monitor the day-
to-day use of the site. Bob Croft continues to offer
advice on archaeological and conservation matters
in the Diocese of Bath and Wells. The final phase
of work at Bath Abbey was completed in 2021 but
detailed reporting and analysis on the post-excavation
work has been delayed due to funding issues.

The Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme
provided the funding for a community archaeology
programme and the SWHT team supported an
extensive project at Cothelstone (below). Staff from
the HES have worked with other community heritage
projects at several sites such as Wiveliscombe and
Beckery. The partnership project at Beckery is part
of the Glastonbury Town Deal and is supported by
Mendip District Council with government funding.
This work is in collaboration with the Friends of
Bride’s Mound and the Somerset Wildlife Trust,
and it will provide new access paths to the site, the
construction of an activity building and a programme
of wilding of some 33 acres around Beckery. The
project will run until March 2026.
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A programme of Monument Management linked
to Heritage Sites at Risk was set up with funding
from Historic England in partnership with Somerset
West and Taunton Council and local landowners.
Geophysical surveys of the interiors of Norton
Fitzwarren hillfort and Wiveliscombe hillfort
were carried out in 2022 and the survey at Norton
Fitzwarren was particularly impressive showing a
wide range of archaeological features in the interior of
the hillfort (below). A programme of conservation and
scrub management work at Norton hillfort continued
during the year. The site is now regularly visited by
local walkers and local groups such as the Primary
School who utilise the site for outdoor visits.

Work on maintaining and enhancing county
heritage assets continues. Andy Stevens has replaced
several historic milestones along the A38 and has
helped with a range of conservation projects on sites
owned and managed by Somerset County Council,
notably at the Somerset Rural Life Museum and
Beckery chapel. The HES has also worked with
Somerset West and Taunton Council to explore
the various conservation options for the Tone Mill
complex at Wellington — one of the most challenging
industrial archaeological sites in the South West.

During the year the partnership project with Emily
Estates at The Newt in Somerset came to an end with
the opening of the Roman Museum and replica Roman
villa. This is a unique project, demonstrating how the
use of traditional skills and craftsmanship can be
used to reimagine the past with the construction of an
impressive, Roman style villa and associated gardens.
In addition, the use of innovative interpretation
techniques explains the story of how people may have
lived and worked in 4th-century Somerset. A fully
illustrated descriptive guidebook was produced to go
alongside the project with major contributions from
staff in the SWHT.

One ambition of the HES is to improve our digital
offer to the public and the HER is updated each year
with the inclusion of up-to-date information and an
improved photographic collection. Alongside this we
continue to develop a public outreach programme
including walks, talks, short films, and lectures.
These efforts, alongside popular-style and technical
publications, supports the wider public benefits that
accrue from all the archaeological work in the county.

(Bob Croft)

NORTH SOMERSET COUNCIL
ARCHAEOLOGICAL OFFICER’S REPORT

The Heritage and Design Team at North Somerset

Council includes myself, Kate Hudson-McAulay
(Principal Conservation and Heritage Officer) and
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Ewan Hale who was recently appointed as Historic
Environment Assistant, plus our Heritage Action Zone
officers, urban design officers and officers dealing
with large projects such as placemaking initiatives
and funding applications.

2022 largely saw us return to more ‘normal’
working practices and the high volume of planning
applications  continued, with  the  Principal
Conservation and Heritage Officer also winning two
large planning appeals on heritage grounds. Further
planning inquiries and appeals with heritage-related
concerns are being defended by heritage officers in
the coming months.

In 2017 we set up the North Somerset Heritage
Forum, which allows community groups across the
district with an interest in archaeology and heritage to
come together and share information, ideas, skills (and
equipment). The Forum also provides an opportunity
for the Council’s heritage officers to give updates on
key developments and offer advice and guidance on
groups’ projects. We returned to ‘in-person’ meetings
in 2022, both of which were well attended.

Volunteers are still working hard to remove
vegetation from Worlebury Camp hillfort on the edge
of Weston-super-Mare, supported by the council
and its contractors. Work commenced in December
2022 to removed diseased ash trees from the eastern
extent of the hillfort along the public right of way and
around some of the more significant archaeological
features such as the stone ramparts. An application to
the National Lottery Heritage Fund for the research
and community elements of the project is due to be
submitted in late 2023.

Work has begun on producing Conservation
Area Appraisals and Management Plans for the
three conservation areas in Backwell (West Town,
Church Town and Farleigh). Some of this work has
been supported by a student from Bristol University
who undertook her work placement with the heritage
officers.

The Great Weston Heritage Action Zone (HAZ)
scheme was completed in September 2022, but the
High Street Heritage Action Zone continues. Several
shopfront enhancement schemes are now completed,
and a range of engagement programmes are under
way with partners such as Weston Museum, North
Somerset Libraries Service, Culture Weston and many
community organisations and groups. The restoration
of three Victorian seafront shelters was also enabled
by the High Street HAZ, with funding from the
Weston Civic Society and local business owners.

The second round of nominations for the Local
Heritage List were reviewed by the independent panel
and were adopted in February 2023. Most nominations
were identified as buildings of merit through the HAZ
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project in Weston-super-Mare. Nominations can be
made via Know Your Place North Somerset, or by
emailing the heritage officers.

The five-year Historic England audit cycle of the
HER was completed in March 2022. A new action
plan outlines a range of priorities for the next five
years including focussing on reducing grey literature
backlog, implementing policies and procedures
relating to disaster management and system security,
and significant data enhancement projects.

On a personal note, | was incredibly honoured to
have been awarded Highly Commended in the Marsh
Charitable Trust and Council for British Archaeology
Awards category for Community Archaeologist of
the Year, as well as being interviewed by Professor
Alice Roberts for BBC Two’s ‘Digging for Britain’
on the Romano-British roadside settlement which was
discovered as part of the Hinkley Point C Connection
project.

Heritage in North Somerset has been rightfully
receiving better consideration in recent years and we
are proud to continue to improve our residents’ and
visitors” appreciation and understanding of our rich
and varied historic environment.

(Cat Lodge)

SURVEY, FIELDWORK AND EXTENSIVE
SITES

A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme,
ST 2554 2478 to ST 3429 1533, Somerset HER 45715
Connect Archaeology undertook an archaeological
evaluation of 814 trenches between Taunton and the
Southfields roundabout at Ilminster. Archaeological
features were excavated in 164 trenches and
recorded pits, postholes, gullies, ditches and furrows
representing activity ranging from the prehistoric
to the post-medieval periods. The earliest features,
dating from the Bronze Age to the Iron Age, included
a possible mortuary enclosure and roundhouse ring
gullies. Prehistoric pottery and flint were recovered
from these features. Small-scale domestic or
agricultural activity, tentatively dated to the Romano-
British period, was recorded in the form of a possible
enclosure or ladder settlement. Medieval remains
were confirmed through the identification of pottery
and nails recovered from ditch features, likely to be
representative of domestic activity.

(Phil Mann and Gina Daly)

Banwell, Castle Hill, ST 3851 5932/ST 4008 5886

Wessex Archaeology conducted an archaeological
evaluation of a 3.8km linear route for a road to bypass
the village of Banwell. The evaluation comprised the
excavation, investigation and recording of 77 trial

trenches across 26 fields. Fourteen trenches contained
archaeological features and deposits of moderate
significance, 23 trenches contained features of low
significance and 40 trenches contained no discernible
archaeology. The recorded features comprised
ditches, pits and postholes, and, although the majority
produced no artefacts, those that did could be dated
to the Iron Age to Romano-British period. There
were also a number of later, post-medieval drainage
features as well as numerous land drains.

The evaluation demonstrated that the highest
archaeological potential is the dryland-wetland
interface between the upland areas of Mendip and the
low-lying land of the North Somerset Levels. This
area, now relatively dry and inland, was originally
a coastal landscape which saw repeated periods of
inundation, drainage and reclamation; during the Iron
Age and Roman periods, areas of the Levels were
reclaimed and divided into fields. Such activity could
possibly be linked to the establishment of Roman
villas such as that at Banwell. After the 4th century AD
much of the Levels had returned to tidal inundation,
with Banwell likely to have been close to the inland
limit of tidal flooding. The Roman landscape is sealed
beneath 0.5-1.0m of post-Roman alluvium.

(Elizabeth Darlington)

Bath, High Common, ST 741 657, BaNES HER 68742
High (Great) Common is the northernmost part of the
Common fields of Bath, an area of about 15.7ha, one
which has been used in recent years as an approach
golf course. Much of the rest of the Common was
developed into the Royal Victoria Park from 1830.

A series of geophysical surveys has been
completed by BACAS over High Common, using
twin probe resistance and magnetometry surveys.
We know of many periods of settlement in the areas
around this work, and in this part of the Common a
Roman building was detected, surveyed and partially
excavated during irrigation works in 1970.

The survey indicated the area surrounding this
building. It also showed the remains of a sequence of
agricultural activity in field areas over the Common,
including a linear arrangement of fields about 20m
by 120m extending down the eastern slope towards
the road as well as rectangular and elongated field
enclosures to their west. Much of this area shows
evidence of past patterns of ridge and furrow
ploughing.

(Shaun Wilson)

Brympton, Lufton villa field, ST 5157 1780,
Somerset HER 48582

Gradiometry survey was carried out by GeoFlo
as a continuation of a survey originally carried
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out in 2009. The survey results have significantly
deteriorated since 2009, most likely due to green
waste contamination. The survey detected a number
of very weak linear anomalies, the alignment of
which suggests a continuation of linears detected
in the 2009 survey, but unfortunately the green
waste contamination severely limits confidence in
interpretation.

(Liz Caldwell)

Cannington, Yeo Valley, ST 2483 3902,
Somerset HER 47479
South West Archaeology Ltd undertook a geophysical
survey on two fields. The survey recorded several
potential archaeological features, of possible
prehistoric to modern date. A number of features
associated with probably land drains and undated
pits or tree throws were recorded along with possible
concentric circular features which may represent
prehistoric activity in the form of ring ditches, a
barrow or henge.

(Sam Walls)

Castle Cary, Manor Farm, ST 6398 3117,

Somerset HER 45496

Geophysical survey and archaeological evaluation
were carried out by South West Archaeology Ltd. The
geophysical survey identified a number of probable
ditches and boundaries associated with the existing
field system as well as anomalies associated with
drainage or ploughing. A possible enclosure ditch was
identified, however its origin was believed to be of
potentially modern date as it respected a modern field
boundary.

Eight evaluation trenches were excavated
which identified ten ditches. All but two of the
ditches contained single fills. The only stratified
finds recovered were a single sherd of 18th-century
coarseware jar and a single sherd of green bottle glass.
The majority of the ditches were believed to relate to
post-medieval drainage and boundaries. Only one
appeared not to conform to the pattern of features
across the site however this ditch fill contained the
single sherd of 18th-century coarseware.

Ageophysical survey was carried out for a proposed
access track at the same site. Features identified in
this survey included probable and possible pits or tree
throws, possible ditches and boundaries, a possible
ring ditch or area of ground disturbance and modern
activity including a track and pipe line.

(Sam Walls)
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Chilton Trinity, Straight Drove, ST 2950 3990,
Somerset HER 45762

Oxford Archaeology undertook a trial-trench
evaluation in April to July 2022 as part of the
archaeological works associated with the development
of the Bridgwater Tidal Barrier. The evaluation
comprised 241 trenches and 54 geotechnical test pits.
A geophysical survey identified a number of linear
and sinuous features across the site, and these were
targeted by the evaluation. The geotechnical test
pits highlighted the potential for organic and peaty
soils to survive several metres below the surface,
buried below tidal and freshwater alluvial deposits.
This suggests that there may be high potential for
paleoenvironmental and perhaps early prehistoric
remains.

A large number of archaeological features were
present in the western part of the site suggesting
agricultural and settlement activity of Iron Age,
Roman and post-medieval date. A handful of ditches
in the central and southern part of this area contained
later Iron Age pottery. A dense concentration of
Roman and post-medieval ditches was recorded in the
northern part of Chilton Trinity Borrow Pit. A fired
clay bobbin was recorded in one of these trenches, and
the same context contained later Roman pottery and
a late Iron Age/early Roman brooch. Disarticulated
human bone was also recorded in two trenches in this
western part of the site, indicating the potential for
inhumation burials in this area. Within one trench,
244 fragments of fired clay were recorded including a
significant and highly unusual lump of fired clay with
imprinted text (Fig. 1). This may have derived from

Fig. 1 Fired clay lump with text found during
evaluation work for the Bridgwater Tidal Barrier
(Oxford Archaeology)



SOMERSET ARCHAEOLOGY 2022

a medieval or post-medieval cob house that had been
repaired with newspaper.

A handful of features were recorded within the
western haul road area, including over 400 sherds of
Roman pottery recorded in a buried soil. This suggests
there may have been a second Roman settlement
located in this area.

A number of medieval ditches and pits were
recorded and many of these contained 11th- to 13th-
century pottery. These features probably relate to the
deserted settlement of Pignes, which was in existence
from the late Saxon period to the 14th century,
although one farmstead may have continued in use
into the post-medieval period. The settlement may
have been abandoned due to inundation from the sea.
An undated SW-NE aligned earthwork and several
associated ditches were recorded in three trenches in
the eastern part of this area. The bank was at least 3m
wide and it is possible it was a defensive sea bank
associated with the medieval settlement or post-
medieval farm.

(Kirsty Smith and John Boothroyd)

Cothelstone, Cothelstone Hill, ST 1890 3265,
Somerset HER 47833
Gradiometry survey was carried out by GeoFlo for the
Quantock Hills Landscape Partnership to investigate
a number of upstanding earthworks following
excavations on the site in summer 2021. The locations
of the existing earthworks could clearly be seen in the
survey results, but generally speaking apart from a
small number of linears on differing alignments, the
survey did not significantly add to what is already
known about the site.

(Liz Caldwell)

Creech St Michael, Ham, Ham Farm, ST 2874 2492,
Somerset HER 47408
SUMO Geophysics Ltd undertook a magnetometer
survey in advance of development of approximately
31ha of land. This identified a number of enclosures
and a few ditches which are thought to be of
archaeological interest. Former field boundaries
and tracks, visible on historic maps, have also been
recorded along with evidence for ridge and furrow
ploughing. Land drains, two large pipelines and
alluvial deposits have been successfully mapped.
(Thomas Cockcroft)

Crowcombe, Crowcombe Court, ST 1410 3685,
Somerset HER 47834

Gradiometry survey was carried out by GeoFlo for
the Quantock Hills Landscape Partnership in a field
adjacent to Crowcombe Court to locate the site of
the former manor house. The survey detected a series

of rectilinear anomalies which appeared to relate to
former garden features. Three distinct concentrations
of thermo remanent/ferrous magnetic anomalies
could indicate building rubble but their irregularity
and incoherence limits confidence in a positive
identification of the manor site.

(Liz Caldwell)

Dunster, Dunster Castle Parkland, SS 9927 4359,
Exmoor HER EEM15018

In 2022 a magnetometer survey was undertaken
by Substrata Ltd for Cotswold Archaeology, to
support a flood alleviation project. Two areas along
the river Avill were surveyed covering c. 6.4ha.
Fifty-three anomaly groups were detected, 41 of
which are considered to represent potential buried
archaeological deposits.

An area of right-angled linear ditches and banks
may together form part of an enclosure. These square
features were noted to be visible on the lidar plot,
terraced into the subtle slope; the ground was noted
to be uneven in this location during the survey, with
stands of nettles different to the surrounding grassland.
These may represent garden features, possibly
associated with a post-medieval walled garden at
Dunster Castle (Exmoor HER MEM24810), though
they might otherwise relate to activities associated
with the historic Dunster Show.

Part of the site has been the focus of much modern
activity, making general interpretation difficult. Some
anomalies marked as possible archaeology may in
fact be modern scarring or trenches.

(Catherine Dove)

Frome, Little Keyford, ST 7762 4647,
Somerset HER 47435
Detailed magnetometry was carried out by
Archaeological Surveys Ltd within a single arable
field. The results indicate the presence of a number
of archaeological features, including a ring ditch and
discrete, linear, curvilinear and rectilinear anomalies.
A rectilinear anomaly could have an association
with a formerly mapped field boundary to the south,
however the response could indicate a rectilinear
ditch with archaeological potential.

(Kerry Donaldson and David Sabin)

Frome, Marston Lane, ST 7653 4658,

Somerset HER 47656

A detailed magnetometry survey was carried out by
Archaeological Surveys Ltd. The survey located many
anomalies associated with formerly mapped field
boundaries, land drains, infilled ponds, agricultural
activity and widespread magnetic debris. Each of the
survey areas also contained positive linear, discrete
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or amorphous responses, which generally lack a
coherent morphology.
(Kerry Donaldson and David Sabin)

Frome, The Mount, ST 7785 4647,
Somerset HER 45453
A geophysical survey, comprising detailed
magnetometry, was carried out by Archaeological
Surveys Ltd. The results indicate the presence of a
positive curvilinear anomaly near the eastern edge
of the survey area, that although only partial, could
potentially relate to a small ring ditch feature. A
positive linear anomaly has also been located in the
south-western part of the site and it appears to relate
to a former ditch-like feature. Numerous discrete
positive responses in the southern and western parts
of the site could relate to treethrow pits.

(Kerry Donaldson and David Sabin)

Halse, Preston Farm, ST 1349 2692,
Somerset HER 47557
An evaluation was undertaken by AC Archaeology
comprising the machine excavation of eight trenches
totalling 285m in length, positioned to target
enclosure-type anomalies identified by a previous
geophysical survey. Possible enclosures and other
settlement features identified by the geophysical
survey were shown to largely correspond with
variations in the natural geology of the site. One
possible enclosure was defined by a ditch, although
there were no finds associated with it. A tree throw,
not identified on the geophysical survey, was found
to contain pottery of Late Bronze Age date and a
very small amount of burnt animal bone. Other finds
comprised three further sherds of Late Bronze Age
pottery and a small assemblage of worked flint.

(Paul Rainbird)

Hewish, Haybow Farm, ST 384 631
Geophysical survey by Lefort Geophysics, in advance
of proposed development, revealed a few settlement
areas along with possibly associated field systems
running in between. Two of these settlement areas, in
the north-east of the survey area, may lie alongside
the route of a large palaeochannel. A further likely
settlement area lies close to the M5 motorway in the
north-west.

(Ross Lefort)

Hinkley Point, ST 2082 4554, Somerset HER 48051

Wessex Archaeology conducted a geoarchaeological
borehole survey and subsequent deposit modelling.
Four geoarchaeological boreholes were undertaken,
focussed on areas where peat deposits had been
identified during previous works. These have revealed
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a sequence of Blue Lias bedrock, overlain within the
former embayment by a sequence of Pleistocene
sands and gravels, Holocene alluvium (including
peat) and made ground. The basal unit within the
alluvial sequence comprises fluvial sands and gravels,
recorded in localised infilling a broadly west-east
aligned channel incised into the underlying bedrock
and draining east across the embayment toward
Bridgwater Bay.

The lower alluvium, peat and upper alluvium
recorded are broadly equivalent to those of the
Wentlooge/Somerset Levels formation, forming
a ftripartite sequence that can be broadly equated
with the Lower, Middle and Upper Somerset Levels
formation. Here the lower alluvium is likely to be of
Early to Middle Holocene (Mesolithic) date, forming
in an estuarine environment within the embayment at
a time when it was dominated by tidal mudflats and
potentially localised areas of salt marsh. Overlying
the lower alluvium and broadly equivalent to the
Middle Somerset Levels formation is a unit of
peat, recorded within all four of the boreholes and
apparently widespread across the former embayment,
albeit thinning to absence towards its margins. The
peat here is recorded at levels between c. -0.5 and 4m
OD, present in variable thicknesses of up to 3.58m.

(Elizabeth Darlington)

Holford, Alfoxton Park, ST 1480 4150,
Somerset HER 47832
Resistivity survey was carried out by GeoFlo for the
Quantock Hills Landscape Partnership in the walled
garden at Alfoxton House to try to locate former
garden features. The survey revealed that the walled
garden was of a traditional four quadrant design, but
apart from the paths the majority of other original
garden features have suffered from disturbance over
the centuries, making any interpretation uncertain.
(Liz Caldwell)

Midsomer Norton, Fosse Way, ST 6690 5280,
Somerset HER 47304
Geophysical survey by Lefort Geophysics, in advance
of proposed development, revealed a number of
potential archaeological features. These features
include possible roads or trackways along with
fragmentary settlement remains. The most notable
response was a strong L-shaped negative one, flanked
by positive linear features. This could prove to be a
section of road or a large bank.

(Ross Lefort)

Norton Fitzwarren, Norton Fitzwarren Hillfort,
ST 1960 2632, Somerset HER 45755
SUMO Geophysics Ltd undertook a magnetometer
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survey of approximately 5ha of land covering the
interior of the hillfort, which identified a complex
of magnetic responses spread across the area. There
is generally very good correlation with the existing
aerial photographic evidence; the geophysical data
have the advantage of being accurately georeferenced,
making any targeted excavation far easier to locate.
The results confirm the presence of a number of
enclosures, many on a similar alignment; a few ring
ditches, some well-defined, others less so; several
pit-like responses plus tentative fired features. Short
lengths of tracks are visible near the entrances, but
these cannot be traced across the fort.

(Thomas Cockcroft and John Gater)

Paulton, Old Mill, Somer Valley Enterprise Zone,
ST 6504 5508, BaNES HER 68637
Detailed magnetometry was carried out within
approximately 7ha of land by Archaeological Surveys
Ltd. The results of the survey revealed a number
of linear ditches and rectilinear and curvilinear
enclosures in the north-eastern part of the site and
three ring ditches, linear boundary features and pits in
the southern part of the site.

(Kerry Donaldson and David Sabin)

South Petherton, Silver Street, ST 4366 1738,
Somerset HER 42456
Detailed magnetometry was carried out by
Archaeological Surveys Ltd. The results indicate the
presence of a trapezoidal enclosure with an L-shaped
rectilinear anomaly to the south that may also be of
archaeological potential. In the southern part of the
site there is evidence for widespread quarrying, with
a response that indicates discrete infill with highly
magnetic burnt material in places. The conjoined
amorphous anomalies indicative of the quarrying may
indicate that the activity was episodic over a long
period.

(Kerry Donaldson and David Sabin)

Stogursey, High Street, ST 2012 4290,

Somerset HER 47331

An evaluation was undertaken by AC Archaeology.
Five trenches totalling 150m in length were positioned
to target anomalies identified by a geophysical survey
and to provide representative coverage in areas to
be affected by development. Two post-medieval
features were exposed in a single evaluation trench
on the eastern side of the site. One corresponded
with a former field boundary. The other was a wide
and shallow ditch or track that does not correspond
with any historically mapped features and its purpose
is uncertain. The assemblage of finds comprises
medieval and post-medieval pottery, a worked bone

spindle whorl, some iron nails, a piece of clay tobacco
pipe, some modern ceramic building material, one
piece of modern slag, one piece of glass, some animal
bone pieces and sea shells.

(Paul Rainbird)

Stowey-Sutton, Stowey Road, ST 5995 5828,
BaNES HER 69503
SUMO Geophysics Ltd were commissioned to
undertake a magnetometer survey of 58ha of land.
The location of a partial enclosure has been plotted,
and long, sprawling ditch-like responses are visible
in the magnetic data which traverse a number of the
survey areas; these are likely to be former boundaries/
field systems of possible interest. Former field
boundaries, ploughing and land drains are also visible
in the dataset.

(Thomas Cockcroft)

Watchet, Saxon Ridge, ST 0662 4333,
Somerset HER 48581
A small (0.1ha) resistivity survey was carried out
by GeoFlo on behalf of the Watchet Conservation
Society to ascertain the nature of cropmarks shown
on a c. 1946 aerial photograph. The survey results
revealed a system of weak low resistance linear
anomalies running north-west to south-east, with a
coaxial south-west to north-east alignment, providing
a small insight into the environs around Daw's Castle
situated approximately 0.5km to the west.

(Liz Caldwell)

Wells to Glastonbury Resilience Main,
ST 5273 4629 to ST 5044 3975
Archaeological observation of groundworks was
carried out by Border Archaeology during pipeline
installation works for the Wells to Glastonbury
Resilience Main. Four access pits were excavated
within the Somerset Levels. All finds were unstratified
apart from those recovered from close to Henley
Lane. Palaeoenvironmental samples taken from a
small gully confirmed iron and copper-alloy working,
possibly associated with Henley Mill (Somerset HER
57111), which has been a working mill site since
the 14th century. The pottery and ceramic building
material recovered from the upper context dated
the fill to the 18th century. A small assemblage of
worked flint was recovered from just north of the
river Sheppey, confirming prehistoric activity in the
area as recorded during previous works. The pottery
recovered from most of the scheme was generally
dated to the 17th/18th centuries.

(Kate Smith)
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Winscombe, A371, ST 4060 5817
A circular feature on low ground, approximately 60m
in diameter, was identified from an aerial photograph
and enhanced using computer image processing.
The feature appears similar to three larger circles,
the largest of which was over 200m in diameter,
identified by ALERT in 2009 on Broadleaze Farm,
Great Wortice, at ST 416 585, 900m to the east.
(John Matthews)

Winscombe, Greenhill Farm,

ST 4285 5779, North Somerset HER ENS2267

A geophysical survey was undertaken by ALERT
following the identification from a lidar image of a
bank along the north escarpment of a low sandstone
ridge. The gradiometer survey was inconclusive,
showing that the area had seen much disturbance and
that the features were poorly defined. The resitivity
survey across the escarpment showed the residual
remains of a bank, almost certainly dispersed by
ploughing, and on the brow of the slope to the
north, the suggestion of a second bank measuring
approximately 15m wide. Between the banks a band
of low resistance was identified, indicative of a ditch
about 10m wide. A section was taken using electrical
imaging that suggested that the ditch was about 4m
deep, with a buried layer of high resistance at the
bottom.

Aerial photography and lidar imagery possibly
indicates that the double bank and ditch surrounded a
settlement established along the top of the ridge and
measures perhaps 500m long and as much as 300m
wide. A modern footpath and trackway runs along the
‘spine’ of the feature and previous research by ALERT
suggests that this could be prehistoric in origin and
once connected with Winterhead and Banwell.

(John Matthews)

Winscombe, Hill Farm, ST 409 560

Geophysical survey by ALERT identified several
features in two paddocks. These were adjacent to the
line of a trackway whose name is recorded as Bourton
Way in 1799, but is certainly considerably older. The
area was not enclosed until the early 19th century.

A resistivity survey recorded two pairs of ditches
about 18m apart running from east to west indicative of
a Roman road. To the east, the line of this road appears
to continue towards Shute Shelve at the junction with
Winscombe Drove, and then almost certainly passes
along the line of Callow Drove towards the settlement
at Charterhouse. On Hill Farm the feature could be
seen to turn north as it reached steeper ground in
the west of the field. It is suggested that it may have
continued north towards the settlement recorded
in Max Lane, visible in field boundaries and farm
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tracks; this could not be determined by surveying and
it was probably destroyed as a result of ploughing.
A narrower spur off the road towards the south was
recorded towards the north-west corner of the field
suggesting that this smaller road may have run west
along the north side of the present county/parish
boundary wall.

Areas of high resistance between the principal
road and the boundary wall suggested the presence
of buildings and there seemed to be some indications
of house circles. Fragments of Pennant sandstone
tiles retrieved by the landowner while clearing a
pond probably also indicate the presence of early
structures here. A resistivity survey along part of the
north side of the wall, which in several places shows
indications of rendering, showed a massive structure
measuring about 6m square. ALERT suggests that the
present county/parish boundary wall may have been
constructed on the foundations of a broad wall which
had towers built against its north side.

(John Matthews)

Wiveliscombe, King's Castle, ST 0967 2818,
Somerset HER 45756
SUMO Geophysics Ltd were commissioned to
undertake a magnetometer survey of approximately
3ha of land covering the interior of the hillfort. This
identified a complex of magnetic responses, however,
the results of the survey are difficult to interpret.
Although it is tempting envisage a group of ditched
enclosures within the hillfort, localised geological
variations in the conglomerate/limestone bedrock
could account for most of the anomalies recorded.
(Thomas Cockcroft and John Gater)

Yatton, Kenn Road, ST 4163 6743
A detailed magnetometry survey was carried out over
8.2ha by Archaeological Surveys Ltd. The results
indicate the presence of anomalies of archaeological
potential in the southern part of the site that appear
associated with industrial activity. To the north,
the majority of the anomalies are associated with
naturally formed features and extant and infilled
drainage channels or grypes. A small number of
positive linear anomalies have also been located, but
these lack a clear morphology.

(Kerry Donaldson and David Sabin)

MULTI PERIOD

Frome, Spring Gardens, Marston Mill, ST 769 497

After a metal-detecting find, two test pits were dug
by BACAS in the field outside Marston Mill which
produced flints and pottery and perhaps cobbled



SOMERSET ARCHAEOLOGY 2022

flooring. These test pits were extended into an 8m
by 7m trench. A structure eventually proved to be
a bed of stones topped with soil to fill a dip in the
field approximately 5m by 4m. Within and on the
stones were finds of Mesolithic flints and pottery
from Romano-British to the 18th century, both clean
broken and abraded. It can be assumed that the earth
containing the finds came from a local source, as
were the stones which appear to come from the fill of
defunct field boundaries. The excavation has moved
on to consider more of the field boundaries.

(Shaun Wilson)

Knapp, Ham Farm, ST 2874 2492,
Somerset HER 47556
An evaluation undertaken by AC Archaeology
comprised the machine excavation of seven trenches
totalling 215m in length. These were positioned
to target enclosure-type anomalies identified by a
geophysical survey. Although ditches were exposed,
the proposed enclosures were not identified, except
in one instance, and there was generally a poor
correspondence with the anomalies interpreted from
the results of the geophysical survey. The small
assemblage of finds indicates that there was some use
of the site in prehistory and into the Roman period.
The collection of finds comprises Late Iron Age, early
Roman and post-medieval pottery, prehistoric lithics,
fuel ash slag, one piece of fired clay, one piece of clay
tobacco pipe and 13 pieces of animal bone.

(Paul Rainbird)

PREHISTORIC

Bridgwater, Land at Junction 24 (M5), ST 3075 3421,
Somerset HER 42886
Wessex Archaeology undertook an archaeological
excavation of approximately 37.5ha. The
archaeological works included six excavation
areas of various sizes, targeted on significant
concentrations of archaeological features identified
by previous investigations. In the first, two
subrectangular enclosures of Middle Bronze Age
date, one with internal post-built structures, and part
of a contemporary field system and trackway were
recorded. An outlying post-built roundhouse structure
and unurned cremation grave, also potentially
of Bronze Age date, and several other landscape
boundary ditches, including some of post-medieval
date, were also recorded. The finds assemblage
includes moderate quantities of Trevisker-related
pottery and fired clay, including a few pieces of
briquetage, and charred plant remains, including
waste from crop-processing.

Bronze Age features in the second concentration of

features comprised a Middle Bronze Age ‘D-shaped’
enclosure with internal post-built structures, a ring
ditch of likely Early/Middle Bronze Age date and part
of a possible Bronze Age double-ditched enclosure
and a few pits.

Two later phases of activity included part of a
rectangular enclosure of possible Late Bronze Age
to Early/Middle Iron Age date, and a more sinuous
arrangement of ditches that formed a second enclosure
of possible Late Iron Age/Romano-British date. Both
phases were associated with an array of pits and
postholes. Part of a late medieval/post-medieval field
system and trackway were also recorded.

(Elizabeth Darlington)

Pawlett, Walpole Landfill Site, Cells M and N,

ST 3130 4365, Somerset HER 47429

A watching brief of a landfill cell was carried out
by Hollinrake Archaeology Cooperative — an area
amounting to c¢. 2.5ha. The southern end of the dig
area was situated to the north of a raised outcrop of
Lias geology which provided drier, higher ground
within the wetlands. Stratified deposits comprised
alluvial clays, interspersed with bands of phragmites
peat, representative of variations between saltmarsh
and reed bed environments. The layers of peat in this
part of the site have been radiocarbon dated from
the later 5th millennium to mid-2nd millennium BC.
The exposed deposits were hand cleaned, recorded,
mapped using GPS and levelled at regular intervals
to generate data for the composition of schematic
section illustrations.

The courses of several palaeochannels crossing
through the dig area were mapped. The channels
were dated stratigraphically to the Neolithic, Bronze
Age and Iron Age periods. It was proposed that one
palaeochannel which had its origins during the later
Iron Age might have been associated with a proposed
reactivation of the River Siger relict river system
around 3000 BP.

Although several Neolithic wooden structures
have been recorded nearby on the site, there was
no preserved wood encountered. This result was
influenced by the sloped bases of the cells, as the base
of excavations was often higher than the typical level
at which the structures have been encountered. Very
small quantities of animal bone were recovered from
alluvium which was laid down within the Neolithic
saltmarsh.

(Arthur Hollinrake)

Stoke St Michael, Moons Hill Quarry, ST 6534 4551,
Somerset HER 45763

Wessex Archaeology undertook an archaeological
evaluation following geophysical surveys, which
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were thought to indicate the remains of barrow
mounds. In all three trenches, a shallow layer of
redeposited material was found which appeared to
constitute the make-up of the earthworks. In each
trench, the upper levels of this redeposited material
were immediately below the topsoil and there was no
evidence of any dug features, such as ring ditches etc,
which would have upcast this volume of material. No
dating evidence was recovered from the redeposited
material, although stratigraphically they post-date
the prehistoric features identified within the trenches.
The condition of the top and subsoils across the site
suggests very little disturbance, if any, from modern
ploughing activity. Two features can be attributed
to the Middle Bronze Age, one pit dated directly by
pottery recovered within the feature, and a second
pit nearby. Both pits contained charcoal rich deposits
with notable quantities of oak.

(Elizabeth Darlington)

Wanstrow, Trinidad Works, Porr Slab Track Factory,
ST 6969 4341, Somerset HER 47334
An evaluation by Cotswold Archaeology recorded
a pit from which three prehistoric worked flints
were recovered, although it is possible these were
redeposited. An undated, but probably prehistoric,
cremation deposit was also identified.

(Agata Kowalska)

ROMAN

Iichester, 10 Church Street, ST 5221 2263,
Somerset HER 45717
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken
by Hollinrake Archaeology Cooperative to monitor
the excavation of footings for a new conservatory.
A deposit associated with the course of a Roman
street and buildings was exposed at the south-west
corner of the area, overlain by a small area of 19th-
century cobbles containing an accumulation of cess.
The artefactual collection was primarily made up
of 18th- to 20th-century pottery sherds, along with
four Romano-British sherds and a small collection of
medieval sherds.

(Arthur Hollinrake)

llchester, 3 Church Street (Welham House),
ST 5221 2256, Somerset HER 42347
An archaeological watching brief was carried out
by Hollinrake Archaeology Cooperative during
groundworks for an extension. Two finds were
recovered from a thick layer of cultivated soil, which
sealed a substantial mortared stone wall and a well,
potentially of Romano-British date.

(Arthur Hollinrake)

214

lichester, 4 Limington Road, ST 5232 2253
Monitoring of foundation trenches for small
extensions on the east and south sides of the existing
dwelling revealed the usual deep mixed Roman and
medieval occupation layers previously recorded in the
Limington Road area. Possible wall foundations were
revealed at a depth of 1.3m in a foundation trench
running north-south at the east end of the property,
constructed of roughly faced Lias stone blocks on a
north-east/south-west alignment. Four rows of Lias
stone tesserae were also revealed at a depth of 0.95m
against the north-east corner of the existing property
aligned north-south and appeared to continue west
under the existing structure. The tesserae were bedded
on a mixture of lime mortar and small Lias stones and
were sealed by the occupation deposit. Lias tesserae
were also seen aligned east-west against the south side
of the house, 0.9m east of the south-east corner and
appeared to continue northwards under the property.
There is a strong possibility that an undisturbed
mosaic floor may survive underneath the property at
a depth of approximately 0.35m below the original
house foundations.

(Keith Faxon)

Rodney Stoke, Butts Lane, ST 4827 5017,
Somerset HER 45724
Three trenches were excavated but proved to be
largely sterile with modern plough soil sealing an
extensive deposit of hill wash which contained a
small quantity of Romano-British pottery, coins and
other objects. To the west this deposit overlay the
fill of a truncated ditch which yielded further pottery
and a large channel, probably of natural origins but
also containing small quantities of material of the
same period. No evidence of direct occupation of any
period was encountered and the Roman artefacts were
most likely dispersed from a known settlement site of
the period to the east.

(James Brigers)
MEDIEVAL

Bishops Hull, Church of St Peter and St Paul,
ST 2048 2475, Somerset HER 48603
Monitoring of foundation and service trenches for a
replacement porch on the west side of the church has
so far revealed possible medieval burials and undated
foundations.

(Keith Faxon)

Cannington, Parish Church of St Mary,

ST 2579 3952, Somerset HER 45764

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken
during the installation of the new drainage to the north
of the church. Two trenches revealed an extensive
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homogenous soil deposit containing fragmentary
human bone throughout the area, most probably
representing the amalgamated fills of numerous inter-
cutting graves. This material also contained scatters
of building material possibly derived from various
alterations to the church. To the south this was cut
by a potentially large feature with a very loose fill,
possibly representing the remains of an infilled vault.

(James Brigers)

Dunster; Parish Church of St George, SS 9906 4368
Monitoring was carried out during the installation
of new drainage and water provision in the Luttrell
Graveyard and Memorial Garden. The wall of a post-
medieval dwelling was encountered to the south-
east of the church and much of the area to the east
of this was found to have been built up through the
application of a sequence of dump deposits sealing
possible medieval or earlier land surface. To the
north of the church a similar pattern was observed,
although here the dumps sealed two parallel wall
foundations of substantial size, both terminating short
of the existing north transept. These were of probable
medieval origin and most likely represent remains of
the east range of the medieval cloister, demolished
shortly after the dissolution of the priory in 1536.
(James Brigers)

East Harptree, Church of St Laurence, ST 5659 5594
The reduction of the ground surface outside the south
porch to allow level access into the church revealed
burials at a very shallow depth, suggesting that this
area was reduced during the construction of the porch
in the 16th century. The proposed reduced levels
were revised so that the burials were not disturbed
further. Removal of plaster from the lower section
of the internal, south chancel wall revealed various
undated infill and construction phases. A short section
of a 19th-century boundary wall by the east entrance
into the churchyard was taken down and rebuilt due
to its dangerous condition. Numerous 17th-century
memorial stones, Romanesque voussoirs and early
architectural fragments were removed from this
structure for display and safekeeping within the
church.

(Keith Faxon)

Godney, Upper Crannel Farm, ST 498 417,
Somerset HER 23641

A canoe discovered in 1892 was recorded and sampled
for radiocarbon dating. The sample was taken from
an area of surviving sapwood and therefore relates to
roughly ten years before the felling of the tree and the
construction of the canoe. The dates were 670-880 cal
AD (SUERC-106018, 1244+/-24 BP), suggesting the

canoe is most likely to date to the 8th or 9th centuries.
The dating was supported by a grant from the SANHS
archaeology fund.

(Richard Brunning)

Hardington Mandeville, Broadstone Lane,
ST 5103 1177, Somerset HER 45295
Context One Heritage and Archaeology carried out an
archaeological field evaluation. A total of five features
were exposed, three of which relate to medieval and
post-medieval activity and were not industrial in
character. A small assemblage of medieval pottery
was recovered from the terminal of a small, truncated
ditch and a small pit. A large rubbish pit dating to the
post-medieval period probably relates to the former
rectory located to the north, as the site was once
within its grounds.

(Tara Fairclough)

Kingston St. Mary, Parish Church of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, ST 2230 2971, Somerset HER 45291
Monitoring was undertaken during groundworks
prior to the installation of new drainage. Trenching
to the east of the chancel revealed extensive deposits
of undifferentiated build-up, most probably the fills
of numerous inter-cutting graves of various periods.
Although much fragmentary bone was present, only
one probable intact inhumation was exposed at the
maximum depth of excavation. To the north the grave
earth was found to be less extensive. A single probable
grave was visible to the west of the area.

(James Brigers)

Mark, Parish Church of Holy Cross, ST 3808 4782,
Somerset HER 45325

Monitoring was conducted during works within
the church and in the churchyard to the south. The
reduction of asmall area within the north aisle revealed
a possible former ground surface at its deepest
point. Although no obvious early floor surfaces were
revealed, a deposit of sand and small rubble may
represent the remains of the make-up for a medieval
tiled or slab surface that was subsequently removed in
the 19th century during the formation of the existing
floor.

An extensive deposit possibly representing an
earlier soil horizon was identified in the nave, cut by a
substantial feature containing stone spall and probably
forming the construction trench for the existing
south wall. The surface was immediately sealed by
a localised area of dumps and a possible occupation
deposit most likely coincident with the medieval floor
level. Elsewhere in the nave various dumps of stone
rubble were observed, possibly levelling deposits
associated with the construction of the tower. Within
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the tower itself early surfaces were almost entirely
absent where removed during 19th century and later
work, with the exception of a small area of mortar
bedding that survived in the north west corner.
Trenching in the churchyard south of the south
aisle exposed a substantial foundation running north-
south, most likely the partially robbed out remains
of an over-large foundation for the existing buttress.
Elsewhere the outlines of graves were identified but
no other features of significance.
(James Brigers)

Montacute, 16 Park View,
ST 4970 1671, Somerset HER 47324
Monitoring was conducted during groundworks in
advance of the construction of two extensions. The
eastern part of the site was dominated by the fills of
a substantial feature, possibly a north-south aligned
linear of which only one side was visible within the
excavations. The upper fill of this consisted of a mass
of Ham Stone rubble including worked fragments
suggesting that the material was derived from the
demolition of a substantial masonry structure.
Although undated, it seems possible given the location
of the site that the feature represents a section of the
southern boundary of Montacute Priory. Parts of two
further probable drainage ditches were revealed to the
east, both most likely of post-medieval origin.
(James Brigers)

West Huntspill, Church of St Peter and All Hallows,
ST 3046 4543, Somerset HER 47857
Archaeological monitoring and recording of external
service trenches and internal opening up works for a
new kitchen/servery revealed offset foundations on
the north side of the tower and north aisle, undated
compact charcoal/ash floor levels in the north and
south aisles, modern landscaping deposits, graveyard
soils containing fragments and almost complete
medieval floor tiles.

(Keith Faxon)

Wiveliscombe, King's Castle, ST 0967 2818,
Somerset HER 43792
Examination of the human remains found somewhere
on the ramparts in 1914 was undertaken by Charlotte
Coles. These consisted of two left femurs and one
right humerus, representing a minimum of two
individuals. Samples from the two femurs were sent
for radiocarbon dating and both proved to represent
individuals who probably died in the mid to late 6th
century AD. One individual died between 441-640
cal AD (SUERC-10629, 1517424 BP). The other died
between 430-610 cal AD (SUERC-106930, 1527 + 24
BP).

(Richard Brunning)
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POST MEDIEVAL

Axbridge, 27 West Street, ST 4280 5459,
Somerset HER 45292
Archaeological monitoring and recording during the
excavation of a foundation trench was undertaken by
AC Archaeology during January 2022. A levelling
layer was exposed which produced an assemblage of
finds including pottery, bottle glass and clay tobacco
pipe stems. These were dated to the 17th to 19th
centuries.

(Alison Jones)

Bath, Prior Park, Bath House, ST 762 630,

BaNES HER 70393

Previous work by BACAS has discovered the site of
a building to the north of the east wing of Prior Park
Mansion, thought to have been built as a Pineapple
House before later being converted to a bath house
(BaNES HER 68699). The excavation of the cold
bath had been backfilled for safety reasons leaving the
east end of the building exposed. Further geophysics
and excavation examined the resistivity profile across
the bath house, the external features of the walls and
underneath the east end floor. Finds were limited
but included another batch of 18th-century Delft tile
fragments. A separate culvert and a modern sewer
pipe were also uncovered, both seen as later features
unconnected to the Bath House.

At least two separate phases of building
development were found with identification of
infilling to the east end to create a higher floor level, a
blocked window opening and differences in the style
and mortaring of the walls. With recognition of these
developments, the depth of the bath cavity is now
seen to have been relatively shallow at 60cm when
compared to the level of the door sill and supposed
ground level shown for the cold bath and illustrated in
the Prior Park Estate Survey Plan.

(Tim Lunt and David Stubbs)

Bridgetown, Bridgetown Weir, SS 9231 3376,
Exmoor HER EEM15009

A programme of archaeological monitoring and
recording was undertaken by South West Archaeology
Ltd during works to Bridgetown Weir on the River
Exe. The structure is built as a long cranked diagonal
weir, with a sluice and leat to the south-south-east and
a fish passage to the north-west. It is mainly built of
local sandstone, shale and slate, with later additions of
concrete and cement braced with iron pins and wires.
All of the elements would be described as low guage
weirs; the northern element is in the form of an earlier
crump weir and the lower element to the southern end
is classed as a narrow crested drop weir, associated
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with the leat and sluice gate to the mill and possibly
a later reconstruction. The overflow gate, flank wall
and sluice gate are of a neat, functional character and
are of the same build. A section of shuttered concrete
associated with blocks and cement filled sandbags
infills the former overflow gate. There are two phases
of mixed stone builders at the southern end, pinned
in front and possibly intended to alter the water flow
here and strengthen the structure.

The weir is associated with a mill leat (Exmoor
HER MEM24927) that leads to Bridgetown Mill
(MEM15204). The regularity of the banks above
the rear, which feature underbuilding and revetment
banking to sections of the western riverbank, may
suggest the course of the river has been considerably
engineered at this location to serve the mill.

The weir and pool may have been in existance
by 1827. A document dated to 1954 relates to the
installation of the fish pass. This is possibly associated
with the establishment of the National Park, with the
pool in front formed in 2012 by the Westcountry
Rivers Trust. It has thick cinder wall blocks rendered
in cement and runs straight through the weir, widening
into a square bowl at the end, emptying into a pool. It
was designed to allow the structure to be closed off,
but any sluice gate that was extant has been removed
or rotted away.

(Catherine Dove)

Bridgwater, 3a and 3b North Street, ST 4265 3637,
Somerset HER 47559
The remains of a building were recorded following
the demolition of a significant part of the structure.
Following study of the surviving roof timbers, walls
and foundations it was concluded that the principal
part of the structure to the north was of 18th- or early
19th-century date and brick-built on a sandstone
foundation that may hint at the presence of an earlier
structure. The roof of this was simply constructed
and supported by a principal rafter with two stages
of purlins, extended and raised during later periods.
Evidence in the form of carpenters’ marks suggests
that the roof timbers were recycled from an earlier
structure of larger size and may even relate to a
previous structure on the site. The portion of the
building to the south and the out shut to the west were
probably extensions of later 19th-century date but too
little of this survived to allow any certainty.

(James Brigers)

Bridgwater, Town Centre,

ST 2972 3718 to ST 3028 3713, Somerset HER 47570
Seven geotechnical pits in the centre of Bridgwater
were monitored. At the majority of locations very
little of archaeological interest was noted but

trenching in Salmon Parade and Clare Street revealed
intact deposits dating from the 18th and 19th centuries
including what was probably the earliest road surface
at the former location.

(James Brigers)

Churchill, Churchill Green, Old Farm, ST 4360 5991
Context One Heritage and Archaeology carried
out historic building recording prior to the partial
demolition of a barn thought to date to the 18th
century. It appears to have originated as a cow shed
with an open-sided frontage divided into four bays
supported on stone piers, subsequently infilled. More
recently used for domestic storage, the cow barn lies
within the garden of Old Farm, an early 16th-century
farmhouse which is recorded as a ‘Somerset long
house’. The timber roof structure with staggered
tusk-tenon purlins suggests a late 18th- to early 19th-
century date; while this roof is not original, the east
gable wall suggests the A-frame shape and pitch was
identical. Despite having been re-set and modified,
the roof trusses with double tier of nailed collars
have survived well. Subsequent changes include
repurposing of the building in the late 19th century,
possibly for cider pressing; blocking up of the open-
sided frontage; and the insertion of new doors and
windows, some of which have since been blocked or
adapted.

(Cheryl Green)

Compton Dundon, Littleton, Manor Farm Barns,
ST 4906 3057, Somerset HER 42348
The redevelopment of the farmyard at Manor Farm
Barns was monitored by Hollinrake Archaeology
Cooperative. The remains of a Lias flagstone and
cobble floor from a mid 19th-century barn were
recorded during its demolition. The archaeological
deposits had survived in better condition upslope,
where foundation trenches were monitored for the
erection of a new workshop. The subsoil in this
location yielded small quantities of medieval pottery,
and a small gully was recorded in section. Although
no datable material was observed from the gully, it
was stratigraphically low, sealed beneath subsoil.
(Arthur Hollinrake)

Crowcombe, Crowcombe Court, ST 1407 3676,
Somerset HER 47478
Context One Heritage and Archaeology carried out
an archaeological community excavation and open
day for the Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme.
Overall, nearly 200 volunteers, of all age groups and
abilities, took part in the two-week excavation. The
project culminated in an open day with over 150
visitors.

The purpose of the excavation was to identify the
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location, date and evolution of the original manor
house that may have originated in the late 13th
century but was superseded in 1724 with the present
Crowcombe Court. Very little is known about the
early manor although a map of 1767 shows a formal
garden just north of the church that was laid out in
1676 by Sir John Carew and may have encapsulated
or adjoined the manor itself.

Despite new information in the form of lidar
and geophysical surveys indicating the potential
for discovering the early manor it was not located;
however the later 17th-century formal garden with
one of its fine pavilions or gazebos and garden wall
was rediscovered (Fig. 2). The discovery of fine
Donyatt pottery, numerous wine bottles, and clay
tobacco pipes attest to the use of the garden as a
pleasure ground.

Features and finds that were analogous with
the garden, including the discovery of a potential
dwarf wall with capstone that possibly supported a
timber structure; a metalled surface that pre-dated
the pavilion; medieval pottery, the earliest of which
was 12th/13th century; medieval window glass; and

a variety of thick medieval slates from the roof of a
well-appointed nearby structure, all suggest that the
medieval manor lay close by.

All the remains were buried under demolition
material and more widespread landscaping deposits in
the 18th and 19th centuries in particular. While this has
fortuitously ensured the preservation of sub-surface
remains, the thickness of these deposits explains the
lack of definition from some of the survey results.

(Richard McConnell)

Dunster, Dunster Castle, Pump Court, SS 9916 4346
Archaeological monitoring and recording was
undertaken by AC Archaeology during the
construction of a new disabled access toilet. The
groundworks exposed a brick-built furnace along
with an associated brick floor and a probable well.
A hand dug service trench to connect the sewage
pipe revealed a brick culvert. All of these features
relate to the late 19th-century improvements to the
castle, including the construction of Pump Court
itself. During the 20th century the furnace became
defunct and the floor was levelled to create a store

Fig. 2 The late 17th-century pavilion in the former walled garden at Crowcombe Court
(Photo: Context One Heritage and Archaeology)
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room. A small number of early 20th-century pottery
sherds, glass bottles and a jar, and animal bones were
within the levelling deposits. Also recovered was the
dislocated cast iron door from the furnace.

(Thomas Etheridge and Paul Rainbird)

Farleigh Hungerford, Farleigh Hungerford Castle,
ST 8001 5767, Somerset HER 47266
Context One Heritage and Archaeology carried out
archaeological supervision and recording relating
to the installation of nine new and replacement site
signs, and removal of all existing signage. The deposit
sequence was broadly similar in each hole and did not
encounter any deposits that could be recognised as
archaeological. However, brick and stone ina post-hole
by the east gate may have derived from demolition of
a nearby 17th-century house or indeed from the castle
itself. Outside the west gatehouse, a thin deposit of
burnt slate and charcoal above crushed stone and sand
might possibly relate to the collapse of the nearby
south-west tower in 1842, caused by local children
accidentally setting fire to the thick ivy that held the
structure together. Equally, it may have derived from
the extensive repair works and excavations carried
out in the 20th century, or redistribution of material as
part of landscaping. The shallowness of the mudstone
geology in the outer precinct is also worth noting as
any buried archaeology here is likely to be extremely
shallow.

(Cheryl Green)

Freshford, Church of St Peter, ST 7896 6015
New entrance works and service trenches associated
with internal reordering works have so far revealed
mixed churchyard soils, containing 18th/19th-century
burials and coffin furniture.

(Keith Faxon)

Glastonbury, Somerset Rural Life Museum,
ST 5035 3856, Somerset HER 45020
Monitoring was undertaken during the excavation
of 30 pits to accommodate a new railing fence.
Within a pit immediately adjacent to the barn
itself, a masonry foundation was encountered that
most probably represents the lowest offset of the
foundation of the building. Deposits surrounding
this were cut by a potentially large feature containing
post-medieval material that may form the southern
extent of a probable pond identified to the north in
2015. To the east the remains of extensive probable
surfaces of compacted stone and brick were identified
immediately below the modern top soil. This seems
to represent former yard surfaces associated with the
farm that occupied the site from the middle of the
19th century.

(James Brigers)

Lopen, Lopen Mill, ST 4300 1427,
Somerset HER 32736
Groundworks in advance of construction of two
buildings to the east and west of the existing timber
mill were monitored. To the east the substantial
dumps of modern material were found to have raised
the ground surface and the former ground surface was
only exposed at the deepest point of the trenching to
the north where it ws found to have been cut by a
single large pit of uncertain date. To the west deposits
were found to have been truncated throughout much
of the area but to the south of this area a deposit
representing an earlier land surface was found to
survive. This contained charcoal and fragments of
animal bone indicative of contemporary occupation
nearby.

(James Brigers)

North Petherton, Bridgwater Road, Carrots Farm
Shop, ST 2964 3354, Somerset HER 45730
Context One Heritage and Archaeology carried out
an evaluation comprising four trial trenches. This
exposed a filled in section of a former watercourse/
boundary ditch, backfilled in the later 20th century
with modern refuse but still extant in the adjacent
field to the north. A filled ditch section that appears to
have formed part of a former enclosure which utilised
the watercourse/boundary as one of its sides was also
recorded. Although no dating evidence was recovered
to establish the chronology for either feature, it is
likely they have a post-medieval origin.

(Tara Fairclough)

0dd Down, Wellsway, Bath Union Workhouse
Cemetery, ST 7382 6207, BaNES HER 69857

A geophysical survey was carried out by BACAS in a
burial ground where 3,182 bodies of inmates from the
Bath Union Workhouse on Frome Road were buried
between 1858 and 1899 in unmarked graves (BaNES
HER 60085). It is known that the topsoil was shallow,
descending on to Bath stone strata. The original site
was contained by stone walls, of which the southern
and western survive. Footpaths also crossed it east-
west centrally and north-south towards the eastern
end. There was one marked formal grave, that of the
chaplain, the Revd John Scott (d. 1865), placed at the
intersection of the paths.

An area of 80 by 60m was surveyed but magnetic
survey was compromised by large patches of ferrous
interference, suggesting that burials were in nailed
wooden coffins. Twin-probe resistance survey
revealed areas of high and low resistance near the
surface, with the ground all over heavily disturbed.
Resistivity pseudo sections across a number of these
features revealed vertical cuts through the stone
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to depths greater than 2m, and also a lot of near-
surface disturbances, which could be over pits or
over stone. It is inferred that the dead were buried
mainly communally in large pits cut deep through the
stone but there may also be a number of very shallow
burials resting on stone which was only 0.5m down.
(Shaun Wilson)

Stogursey, Church of St Andrew,
ST 2048 4284, Somerset HER 47313
A photographic and descriptive record was made of
the south boundary wall prior to urgent repair works
and various construction phases were recorded. The
subsequent repair works involved the dismantling
and rebuilding of small sections of the wall. All the
repaired sections appeared to be of a post-medieval
date.

(Keith Faxon)

Weston-super-Mare, Birnbeck Road, Madeira Cove
Hotel, ST 3120 6210
Hollinrake Archaeology Cooperative recorded this
hotel prior to its convertion into flats. The building
had been constructed during the late 19th century
as two semi-detached private properties which were
converted into a hotel in the mid 20th century.
(Arthur Hollinrake)

Winscombe, Winscombe Hill, ST 4164 5614
An earthwork located in private woodland was
reported to ALERT by the landowner. Several curved
banks could be seen on a slope among trees. The
banks measure approximately 30m long and are
about 4m apart with well-defined ditches between.
The feature is suggestive of a rabbit warren and is
tentatively dated to the 18th century.

(John Matthews)

Wiveliscombe, The Square, White Hart Hotel,
ST 0800 2788, Somerset HER 41642
A building survey was carried out on an outbuilding
scheduled for demolition. The structure was found
to be of lean-to type possessing a simple three-room
plan, all constructed predominantly of Morte Slate
rubble. Map evidence suggests that the building
was of mid 19th-century origin and was partially
constructed on an earlier boundary, the remains of
which are preserved in the standing structure. The
building had been raised and extended to the north
prior to the formerly open north facing side being in-
filled with modern structures contemporary with the
replacement of the roof. No evidence for the original
function of the structure was present.

(James Brigers)
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Wrington, Cox s Green, ST 4719 6223
Archaeological monitoring and recording was
undertaken by AC Archaeology. Previous work
identified the presence of a small number of ditches
that corresponded with former boundaries and the
boundary of a former green depicted on historic
mapping. Groundworks exposed a ditch that
corresponded with that previously interpreted as
bounding the former green. Finds indicate that this
went out of use during the 19th century. A post-
medieval agricultural ditch boundary and an undated
cow burial were also recorded. A small assemblage of
pottery, clay tobacco pipe, ceramic tile, iron and lead
objects, animal bone and shell dating from the 16th to
19th centuries was recovered.

(Stephen Armstrong)

MODERN

Chilton  Trinity, Squares Road, Chilton Trinity
Brickworks, ST 3016 3901, Somerset HER 45334
Oxford Archaeology undertook a combination of
trenching and area excavations to investigate and
record the buried remains of the Chilton Trinity
Brick and Tile works (Somerset HER 30278). The
investigations were intended to characterise the
buildings and other elements of the brick-making
operation, chart its chronological development and
obtain a fuller understanding of the kilns and other
areas targeted for larger-scale excavation.

The brickworks was constructed in the first years
of the 20th century alongside the River Parrett. Nine
of the eleven buildings shown on the 1904 Ordnance
Survey map were investigated. These were all brick
built, and included a boiler house and chimney,
two updraught bottle kilns within a ‘hovel’ and two
updraught Scotch kilns with six flues on either side
(Fig. 3). The exact function of the other buildings could
not be determined from the limited investigation, but
included one building with a wooden floor, which was
probably a workshop or making shed.

The site was expanded at some point between
1904 and the 1930 Ordnance Survey map, which
showed five additional buildings to the north
including a Hoffmann continuous-firing kiln (Fig. 4)
and a separate engine in a new making shed, together
with another building to the south of the original
brickworks, and two further buildings added between
the earlier ones. Three of the new buildings had
wooden floors, and one building used an innovative
form of wall construction, possibly to absorb the
vibration of machines in operation inside.

A system of conduits carrying steam pipes now ran
the entire length of the complex north of the boiler
room, and were used to distribute heat to several of
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Fig. 3 The early 20th-century Scotch kilns at Chilton Trinity brickworks (Photo: Oxford Archaeology)

the new buildings, which were heated drying rooms.
Clay was now brought to the site and distributed using
a narrow-gauge railway. Excavation showed that the
system was more extensive than indicated on the OS
map, including the location of a probable engine shed.

Most of the buildings were constructed using
bricks and tiles made either on site or at other local
brickworks, though some specialist kiln bricks (or
firebricks) were imported from South Wales. At the
height of its operations, three types of kiln were in
operation, all fired using coal, which probably came
from the local North Somerset coalfield. Examples of
a wide variety of products were recovered, including
some that can be matched to the catalogues produced
during and after the life of the brickworks.

A more modern (mechanised) tile factory was
constructed immediately to the north-west early in the
1930s. The newer works was in use until 1968, but the
older works was gone by 1946, when an RAF aerial
photograph shows the site levelled and empty.

(Tim Allen and Kirsty Smith)

OTHER REPORTS

Allowenshay, The Old Barn, ST 3929 1341
Archaeological  monitoring  of  groundworks
associated with the erection of a new garage/store
only recorded 19th- and 20th-century disturbance and
geological deposits.

(Keith Faxon)

Backwell Hill, Long Lane, ST 4890 6740
An evaluation by TVAS South West on the site of
a small residential development was hampered by
site conditions but nine trenches all revealed severe
truncation which would have removed any potential
archaeological deposits.

(Mariusz Paszkiewicz)

Banwell, Knightcott Road, ST 3893 5970
Archaeological observation of trial-holes and
pipeline installation works was carried out by Border
Archaeology. No finds, features or deposits of
archaeological interest were identified.

(Kate Smith)
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Fig. 4 The Hoffmann continuous-firing kiln at Chilton Trinity brickworks
(Photo: Oxford Archaeology)

Banwell, Wolvershill Road, ST 3920 5950
Wessex Archaeology undertook an evaluation in
advance of housing development. The evaluation
consisted of eight trenches targeting anomalies
revealed during previous geophysical survey. No
significant features or finds were recorded.

(Elizabeth Darlington)

Bawdrip, 1 New Road, The Old Farmhouse,
ST 3408 3973, Somerset HER 45157
Archaeological monitoring and recording was
undertaken by AC Archaeology. The monitored
works comprised bulk reduction of the plot followed
by the excavation of footings trenches for eight new
properties. The monitoring and recording exposed
extensive disturbance and terracing from previous
modern agricultural barns and a yard that occupied
the site.

(Alison Jones)
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Bleadon, Roman Road, Oldmixon Reservoir to

Highcroft Booster Station, ST 3395 5776 to

ST 3398 5795

Context One Heritage and Archaeology carried out

archaeological monitoring and recording relating

to the construction of a new water main. No

archaeological features or deposits were observed,

and no finds were collected during the groundworks.
(Tara Fairclough)

Castle Cary, Lower Ansford,
ST 6362 3293, Somerset HER 47501
SUMO Geophysics Ltd undertook a magnetometer
survey of 1.7 ha. This recorded no magnetic responses
of definite archaeological interest.

(Thomas Cockcroft and Liam Brice-Bateman)

Churchstanton, Trickey Warren Lane, ST 2012 1502
A single evaluation trench was opened close to the
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Trickey Warren deserted settlement site (Somerset
HER 45516). Undisturbed natural substrate was
exposed throughout the area of investigation and the
thin top soil produced only small quantities of modern
material.

(James Brigers)

Compton Dundon, Compton Road, Home Farm,

ST 4923 3304, Somerset HER 45725

Archaeological monitoring and recording was

undertaken by AC Archaeology during the excavation

of foundation trenches. The results exposed no

evidence for medieval or post-medieval activity.
(Alison Jones)

Corton Denham, Sigwells Reservoir, Compound A,
ST 6359 2304, Somerset HER 47558
Archaeological monitoring and recording was
undertaken by AC Archaeology during groundworks
associated with the construction of a temporary
compound. No archaeological features or deposits
were observed during the groundworks and no pre-
modern artefacts were recovered.

(P. Jones)

Cotford St Luke, Dene Road, ST 1695 2760,

Somerset HER 47799

SUMO Geophysics Ltd undertook a magnetometer

survey over approximately 4ha of land. The survey

did not record any magnetic responses that could be

interpreted as being of definite archaeological interest.
(Thomas Cockcroft and Liam Brice-Bateman)

Dowlish Wake, Mill Lane, The Dower House,

ST 3762 1281, Somerset HER 45289

Context One Heritage and Archaeology carried out

archaeological monitoring and recording during

groundwork excavations relating to the formation of a

new patio. No archaeological evidence was observed.
(Tara Fairclough)

Hinton St George, NW of the Church of St George,
The Coach House, ST 4182 1270,
Somerset HER 47855
Archaeological monitoring and recording of five
trial holes for the proposed construction of a small
extension on the south side of an outbuilding within
the churchyard only recorded 19th- and 20th-century
landscaping deposits and tree roots.

(Keith Faxon)

llchester, Pretwood Hill to Whitelackington,

ST 3680 1460 to ST 3786 1537, Somerset HER 47554
Archaeological monitoring and recording was
undertaken by AC Archaeology during groundworks
relating to a replacement water main and associated
compound. No archaeological features or deposits

were observed during the groundworks and no pre-
modern artefacts were recovered.
(P. Jones)

1lton, Merryfield Lane, ST 3454 1744,
Somerset HER 47578
South West Archaeology carried out a geophysical
survey within a former deer park. No earthworks
were visible on the site and no features or anomalies
of possible archaeological origin were identified by
the geophysical survey.

(Sam Walls)

Keinton Mandeville, Luns Hill, ST 5435 3080,
Somerset HER 47537
Geophysical survey by Lefort Geophysics, in advance
of proposed development, revealed a fragmentary
field system of unknown date along with features
associated with former quarrying activity.

(Ross Lefort)

Kewstoke, Collum Farm, ST 3528 6552
A geophysical survey was undertaken by Sumo
Geophysics but no definite anomalies of potential
archaeological interest were located and the majority
are likely to be the result of agricultural activity.
A strong magnetic response was detected in the
area thought to contain the remains of a previously
identified Roman boat (North Somerset HER
MNS174) that may be indicative of disturbance
caused during the excavation at this location.

(James Brigers and John Gater)

Long Ashton, Keeds Lane, ST 5328 7047
A watching brief by TVAS South West during
repositioning of electricity poles revealed nothing of
archaeological interest.

(Mariusz Paszkiewicz)

Moorlinch, Carrot Field, ST 3944 3531,
Somerset HER 45276
Archaeological monitoring and recording by AC
Archaeology was undertaken during the creation
of approximately 3ha of new wetland features, and
included the excavation of ponds, pools, ditches
and shallow scrapes. No archaeological features or
deposits were observed during the groundworks and
no pre-modern artefacts were recovered.

(V. Simmonds)

North Newton, Petherton Road, Burnt House Farm,
ST 2980 3127, Somerset HER 45723
An evaluation by Cotswold Archaeology recorded
only a post-medieval sheep burial and a probable field
boundary ditch.

(Craig Jones)
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Priddy, Fernhill Farm,
ST 52715494 to ST 5223 5605, Somerset HER 48510
Archaeological observation of test pitting and
trenching across four fields and one section of the
carriageway were undertaken by Border Archaeology
in connection with pipeline engineering works. The
pipeline passed close to three bowl barrows but no
features of archaeological interest were identified.
(Kate Smith)

Ruishton, Brookfield Nurseries, ST 2588 2491,
Somerset HER 48549
SUMO Geophysics Ltd were commissioned to
undertake magnetometer survey of 6ha of land
outlined for development. This did not record any
magnetic responses that could be interpreted as being
of definite archaeological interest.

(John Gater)

Sharpham, Back River Drove, The Works,
ST 478 391, Somerset HER 47314
Continued archaeological monitoring of the creation
of an industrial area has only revealed natural peat
deposits so far.

(Keith Faxon)

Temple Cloud, Paul Wood, ST 615 581
A geophysical survey by BACAS of Paul Wood hill
in 2018 suggested several interpretations and was
followed by excavation. A boundary seen on the
survey was found to be a dry stone boundary wall
and a building-shaped anomaly proved to be a natural
rock outcrop. No dating evidence was found.

(Shaun Wilson)

Templecombe, Bowden Road,

ST 7082 2179, Somerset HER 47828

SUMO Geophysics Ltd were commissioned to
undertake a magnetometer survey of 20.5ha. This
did not record any magnetic responses that could
be interpreted as being of definite archaeological
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interest. Some responses appear to correspond with
the locations of two former buildings and a ditch-like
response could mark the location of a non-metallic
pipe. Two former field boundaries were also plotted
in the survey.

(Thomas Cockcroft and Liam Brice-Bateman)

Westhay, Atalasta Farm,
ST 4213 4168, Somerset HER 47530
Asingle cut face and a wide area of reduction formed
by peat extraction was examined to determine the
presence of archaeological material. The south-west
facing section through the peat had been exposed for
a considerable period of time and was desiccated and
overgrown with vegetation. Several distinct layers of
naturally deposited peat were identifiable, remaining
consistent through the entire length of the exposure,
but no clear evidence of structures or features was
present. A small quantity of 19th-century and later
ceramic was recorded on the adjacent cleared surface
along with the remains of land drains.

(James Brigers)

Yeovil, Bunford Park, ST 5309 1508,
Somerset HER 41648
Context One Heritage and Archaeology carried out
an archaeological field evaluation in advance of the
construction of an access road and two attenuation
ponds. None of the five trenches produced any
evidence of archaeological activity.

(Richard McConnell)

Yeovil, Yeovil Hospital, ST 5566 1629,
Somerset HER 47340
An assessment of land to the east of Yeovil District
Hospital was undertaken by South West Archaeology
Ltd. The site comprised part of Kingston Manor
House but archaeological monitoring of groundworks
suggested that the demolition was likely to have been
total.

(Sam Walls)
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