THE FAIRS AND MARKETS OF NORTON ST PHILIP

CoLiN J. BReTT

There is scant information on the fairs and markets of Norton St Philip that is readily available,
and what little there is has often been quoted but left unquestioned. This paper sets out some of
the published secondary writings and charters, explores old almanacs, lists and gazetteers, and
sets the information from these sources against the primary writings and accounts.

PRINTED ACCOUNTS

Of the better-known published older writings, thatby Leland on hisfirst visit to ‘Philippes-Northtoun’,!
includes the description of the place as ‘a pratie market toun ... There is a faire at this toun on the fest
of Philip and Jacob’; and on his second visit some years later he referred to ‘Philipps Northetoune,
where is a meane market kepte in a smaull towne, moste maynteyned by clothing’.

Pepys, Defoe and Fiennes all wrote of Norton St Philip but did not mention the fairs or
markets. Of old descriptive texts, Thomas Cox wrote in 1720:

Philips Norton, a Famous Market-town, ... hath one long Street four Furlongs long. The
Market is on Friday weekly, and two Fairs yearly, one on St Philip and James’s Day,
May 1. And the other on ... [sic] One of these Fairs for a Whole-sale Trade is reputed as
great a Fair as any is in England for one Day.’

A plagiarized version of this text was printed in Sherborne in 1742.* In 1772-3 Nathaniel
Spencer wrote:

Philip’s-Norton is a small market-town, ... It has a very good market on Thursday, and
three annual fairs, viz. the twenty-first of March, for cattle and cloth; the twenty-seventh
of March, for cloth; the first of May, for cloth, &c. and the twenty-ninth of August, for
cattle and cloth. The fair on the first of May is reckoned to be as great, for a wholesale
trade, as most one day fairs in England.’

In 1791 Collinson, besides quoting Leland’s second comment, also wrote:
This town had formerly a market, but at present it is discontinued. There are two fairs,

the one held on the first of May; the other the 29 of August; two others, formerly famous
for cattle and cloth, have been long since disused.5
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