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Paper 6.2                                 SOMERSET COUNCIL 
SOUTH WEST HERITAGE TRUST 

 
Annual Report by Somerset Council 

to Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society 
1 April 2024 – 31 March 2025 

 
IntroducƟon 
 
This report provides a summary of acƟvity relaƟng to the care and management of the 
SANHS museum collecƟon from the 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025.  
 
During this period there was a conƟnued focus on renewing agreements with the Trust’s 
principal funders. Somerset Council formally confirmed its commitment to a twenty-year 
grant agreement and the conƟnuaƟon of its role in maintaining the heritage estate in 
Somerset. The Grant Agreement between the Trust and Somerset Council was signed on 20 
December 2024. 
 
Trust staff have conƟnued to liaise with Devon County Council regarding the future funding 
of the Devon Archives and Local Studies Service. Work to finalise the North Somerset 
Heritage Agreement is ongoing. 
 
Financial support for The Museum of Somerset in 2024/2025 was confirmed by Taunton 
Town Council: a sum of £30,500 was agreed by the Council’s Grants CommiƩee on 8 July 
2024. Support of £21,000 was also confirmed by Bridgwater Town Council for the Brick and 
Tile Museum and £5,000 by Glastonbury Town Council for the Somerset Rural Life Museum. 
The Trust’s role in supporƟng the management of the South Somerset Heritage CollecƟon 
began on 1 December 2024 under a new agreement between Yeovil Town Council and the 
South West Heritage Trust. 
 
Strong growth in visitor numbers at the Trust’s Museum sites has conƟnued in 2024 and 
interest in the outreach programme remains high. The Museum of Somerset received 
87,217 visitors in 2024. The museum’s idenƟty as a free-entry site conƟnues to be an 
important moƟvaƟng factor for visitors. The Somerset Rural Life Museum saw a record 
number of visitors and Avalon Archaeology is becoming more fully established as a venue 
and heritage business. 
 
The relaƟonship between the Society, the Council and the Trust has conƟnued to be 
expressed through a paƩern of regular meeƟngs and not least through the SANHS Museum 
CollecƟons Panel. Where acƟons, events or acƟviƟes referred to in this report have involved 
SANHS assets or co-operaƟon, that involvement is here very gratefully acknowledged. In 
respect of the museum collecƟons, those belonging to the Society, the Council and others 
are disƟnct in ownership and documentaƟon but are curated and interpreted by the Trust as 
a single resource because of their complex curatorial inter-relaƟonship. The Forward Plan 
accompanying this Annual Report indicates acƟons, events or acƟviƟes that include 
collecƟons belonging to the Society. 
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1. Workforce 
 
There have been a number of significant changes to the workforce within the Trust’s 
Leadership, Museums and Learning teams in the year 2024-5. 
 
1.1. Leadership Team: 
 
Dylan Edgar was appointed as Head of Development and Partnerships. Dylan has extensive 
experience of working in the public sector in museums and libraries and has most recently 
been employed as a senior manager in the Global Development Team at Price, Waterhouse, 
Cooper (PWC). Dylan will bring new and important skills to the Trust at an important 
moment in the development of the organisaƟon as a charity and heritage business. 
 
1.2. Curatorial Team: 
 
Amal Khreisheh was appointed as Senior Curator. Amal previously worked as Curator of 
Archaeology. 
 
Several project staff have joined the Curatorial Team on fixed-term contracts. Judeth 
Saunders was appointed as Assistant Curator and Victoria Northwood was appointed as 
Project Officer for the Chew Valley Hoard Project. 
 
Adrian Hamilton and KaƟe Mundy, two members of The Museum of Somerset Visitor 
Services Team, were seconded to the roles of DocumentaƟon Assistant (Archaeological 
Archives) for 20 days each. 
 
Erin Mathewson, a second-year undergraduate student at the University of Exeter studying 
Archaeology and Forensic Science, began a 21-day work placement with the Trust. 
 
1.3. Museum of Somerset Team: 
 
KaƟe Mundy was appointed as the Assistant Manager at The Museum of Somerset. KaƟe 
previously worked as Visitor Services Assistant. 
 
1.4. PR and CommunicaƟons Team: 
 
Phoebe Croucher was appointed as a MulƟ-Channel Marketer apprenƟce at the Somerset 
Heritage Centre on a fixed-term contract for two years. This role forms part of the Trust’s 
NaƟonal Porƞolio OrganisaƟon (NPO) programme funded by Arts Council England. 
 
1.5. Learning Team: 
 
Natasha Giles was appointed as a Heritage Learning Delivery Freelancer to deliver schools 
outreach services. 
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2. Funding 
 
In addiƟon to the successful renegoƟaƟon of the Trust’s main financial seƩlements and 
addiƟonal grant support from the Town Councils reported above, the Trust has conƟnued to 
receive financial support through the NaƟonal Porƞolio OrganisaƟon (NPO) programme and 
the Museum and Schools programme, both administered by Arts Council England (ACE). 
 
Arts Council England has announced that its NPO programme will be extended by a further 
year unƟl 31 March 2028. 
 
The Trust received confirmation from Arts Council England and the Department for 
Education that Museum and Schools funding will continue in 2025/26.  
 
The Government has also announced that Museum and Galleries ExhibiƟon Tax Relief will 
be made permanent from 1 April 2025. 
 
On 17 January 2025, Trust staff met with representaƟves from Somerset Futures to discuss 
the confirmed capital investment by Somerset Council in The Museum of Somerset, the 
Somerset Rural Life Museum, and the Somerset Brick and Tile Museum. 
 
3. Audiences 
 
Staff across the Trust have developed innovaƟve ways of reaching audiences through 
community projects and partnerships. 
 
3.1. Learning 
 
The demand for learning services has remained high across the museum sites and in 
schools. A total of 14,413 pupils engaged with our services in the most recent academic 
year. The service delivered 521 workshops and managed 194 loan requests. A new Heritage 
Learning Outreach Freelancer, Natasha Giles, was appointed to increase capacity and help 
meet the high demand for in-school workshops. The 54 subscriptions slots for the 2024-5 
academic year were all taken up. 
 
The Museum and Schools programme has provided support for a range of projects, as well 
as funding travel bursaries for schools with high pupil premium.  A workshop, linked with 
the temporary exhibition ‘Spinning a Yarn’ at the Somerset Rural Life Museum, was 
delivered to GCSE students by one of the artists involved in the exhibition. A Trust travel 
bursary supported a high-pupil-premium school to attend. Students from several local 
primary schools took part in a workshop linked to the ‘Adventures in Time and Space’ 
exhibition and was aimed at pupils transitioning from primary to secondary school.  Schools 
attending these workshops have benefited from our Arts Award offer and 139 attained this 
Nationally Accredited qualification. 
 
Trust staff collaborated on a project with young patients in the Children's Ward at Musgrove 
Park Hospital. As part of the ‘Museums in Schools’ programme, artist Zoe Snape was 
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commissioned as an artist-in-residence for Acorn Ward. Drawing inspiration from the 
Alexander Hollweg exhibiƟon, Zoe designed and led a series of creaƟve art workshops for 
children undergoing treatment. Each session engaged an average of six children, who 
responded to Hollweg’s work in diverse and imaginaƟve ways. 
 
Work on updaƟng loan boxes has conƟnued. The focus has been on revising the ‘Africa’ and 
‘Judaism’ loan boxes. The Learning Team worked with subject specialists to audit the 
current contents to ensure they were culturally appropriate, as well as to idenƟfy items 
requiring replacement or further research. 
 
3.2. NaƟonal Porƞolio OrganisaƟon Programme 
 
The NPO programme of acƟvity has conƟnued throughout 2024-5.  
 
The NPO team have developed new projects with diverse communiƟes. A partnership with 
the engagement team at Weston Museum and the Greek Cypriot Community will culminate 
in an exhibiƟon in Weston-super-Mare in 2025. 
 
Early Years sessions have been delivered in early years seƫngs and libraries, providing 
young children with enriching, hands-on experiences. Eight sessions were held at The 
Museum of Somerset and Somerset Rural Life Museum, where local arƟsts Andrea Oke, 
Julia McKenzie and Sarah BuƩerworth led a range of creaƟve acƟviƟes. These sessions 
encouraged children to explore museum objects through creaƟve acƟvity. 
 
Social Prescribing acƟvity conƟnues to be delivered at The Museum of Somerset. 2024/5 
has seen this acƟvity extend to the Somerset Rural Life Museum with new partnerships 
being developed in Glastonbury and the Mendip area. 
 
A Cheddar Brooch event took place in April in partnership with Cheddar Arts Quarter. There 
were acƟviƟes for families and a display of artwork made by Axbridge First School pupils for 
their Bronze Arts Award created during a visit to The Museum of Somerset. 
 
The NPO hybrid talks programme at The Museum of Somerset included Tom Mayberry’s 
lecture on Sarah Biffin, Dr Richard Stone’s research on the South West and its links to 
slavery and author Helen Pugh’s talk on the unsung women of Somerset. 
 
4. The Museum of Somerset 
 
The Museum of Somerset received 87,217 visitors in 2024-5. 
 
4.1. Temporary ExhibiƟons 
 
There has been a full and varied programme of temporary exhibitions. 
 
‘John Martin: The Destruction of Pompeii and Herculaneum’ (23 March to 2 June 2024) 
 
The Tate in London kindly loaned John Martin’s remarkable painting ‘The Destruction of 
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Pompeii and Herculaneum’ for a spotlight exhibition at The Museum of Somerset. This large 
and vividly colourful work depicts the disaster that famously overtook the sister cities of 
Pompeii and Herculaneum when Mount Vesuvius erupted in AD 79. 
 
The painting has an important connection to Somerset through the forgotten friendship of 
John Martin and the poet and music master Edwin Atherstone. For many years Atherstone 
lived in a house, Castle Lodge, that adjoins Taunton Castle. He formed a strong friendship 
with John Martin as a result of their shared interest in epic and apocalyptic themes. The 
exhibition featured related materials from the Atherstone collection held by the Trust on 
behalf of Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society, and was curated by Tom 
Mayberry. 
 

 
 

John Martin’s ‘The Destruction of Pompeii and Herculaneum’ 
 
 
‘Adventures in Time and Space: 60 Years of Doctor Who Art’ (15 June to 5 October 2024) 
 
The ‘Adventures in Time and Space’ exhibition celebrated six decades of Doctor Who art. 
Somerset has appeared in numerous episodes of Doctor Who, filming having taken place at 
Wookey Hole Caves, Frome Quarries, Wells Cathedral and Tyntesfield House. 
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‘Adventures in Time and Space’ opening day 
 
 
‘Chance Encounters: The Art of Rachel Reckitt’ (19 October 2024 to 15 March 2025) 
 
A retrospective exhibition of Rachel Reckitt (1908-1995) was launched with a private view 
on 18 October 2024. Rachel Reckitt was a modernist artist who lived and worked in West 
Somerset for over 60 years. Reckitt was a unique artistic talent who worked across subject 
matters, styles and media including wood engraving, sculpture, avant-garde painting and 
blacksmithing. The exhibition included loans from public and private collections alongside 
collections managed by the South West Heritage Trust. 
 

 
 

‘Chance Encounters: The Art of Rachel ReckiƩ’ 
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4.2. Events and AcƟviƟes 
 
The Museum of Somerset hosted a dynamic and varied programme of events in 2024-5. 
AƩendance at Early Years sessions remained strong and the core programme of talks and 
family holiday acƟviƟes was well aƩended. AcƟviƟes exploring sci-fi themes from space and 
monsters to dinosaurs and robots took place throughout the summer, delivered in 
conjuncƟon with the Trust’s NPO programme. 
 
The ‘Good Fairy’ statue was unveiled by the Mayor of Taunton, Cllr Nick O’Donnell, at an 
event held in partnership with Taunton Town Council on Monday 6 May 2024 at The 
Museum of Somerset. More than 551 people visited the museum, where the mayor gave a 
talk about the history of the statue and families took part in fairy-themed crafts and trails. 
The Good Fairy statue was given to the children of Taunton, Somerset, in 1939 by the 
children of Taunton, USA, to mark the 300th anniversary of the foundation of the 
Massachusetts city. 
 
The new Museum of Somerset guide launched on the Bloomberg Connects App. Trust staff 
have formed a working group to develop the app further through the addiƟon of new 
content. A strategy for the future management and use of the app is planned.  
 
The Museum of Somerset worked with Bridgwater and Taunton College on a collaboraƟve 
project with the Brewhouse Theatre. Students studying for their Diploma in Art and Design 
were given a tour of the Museum by the Curator of Archaeology, ExhibiƟons and Programme 
Manager and Museum Manager. The students then developed bodies of work inspired and 
influenced by objects within the museum. The artworks were displayed in an exhibiƟon at 
the Brewhouse. 
 
4.3. Castle House 
 
The holiday apartment conƟnues to be let successfully and the ground floor has been used 
by a variety of local groups for meeƟngs and workshops.  
 
5. Somerset Rural Life Museum 
 
The Somerset Rural Life Museum has seen a record number of visitors with 33,540 aƩending 
in 2024-5. 
 
5.1. Temporary ExhibiƟons 
 
The temporary exhibiƟons programme has showcased the varied work of local, regional and 
naƟonal arƟsts. 
 
‘Under the Surface: Somerset Floods’ (2 March to 19 May 2024) 
 
‘Under the Surface’ was an exhibiƟon of photographs by Somerset-based photographer 
MaƟlda Temperley reflecƟng on the devastaƟng floods of 2013-4 ten years on. It featured 
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black and white images from her book of the same name together with previously 
unpublished colour photographs. Newly commissioned photographs showed how the 
Somerset landscape had changed since the floods. 
 

 
 

‘Thorney-on-Sea’, 8 November 2023, by MaƟlda Temperley 
 
 
‘Somerset Printmakers’ (25 May to 1 September 2024) 
 
The ‘Somerset Printmakers’ are a group of professional arƟsts who are passionate about 
creaƟng original prints and aim to showcase the best of printmaking in the county. This 
exhibiƟon displayed works by 13 printmakers and included monoprints and limited-ediƟon 
prints inspired by the rural landscape. An exhibiƟon preview took place on 24 May 2024. 
 

 
 

‘SuƩon Harbour’ by Lisa Takahashi 
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‘Spinning a Yarn’ (14 September to 30 November 2024) 
 
‘Spinning a Yarn’ was a partnership project with Somerset Art Works exploring the story of 
wool in Somerset. The exhibition formed part of the biennial Somerset Art Weeks Festival, 
which was themed around ‘Landscape Flux and Flow’. The exhibition reflected the diversity 
of uses of wool across the county and the people using it, from sheep farmers to people 
working in factories, hobbyists, artists and makers. The Abbey Barn was the setting for a 
specially commissioned film and audio piece by artist and curator Trevor Pitt. Also on display 
was a commission by Bath-based artist Nicola Turner created using wool from Somerset.  
 

 
 

Nicola Turner’s commission for ‘Spinning a Yarn’ 
 

 
‘Georgina Towler: In Not Knowing One We’re Without Another’ (8 December 2024 to 8 
February 2025) 
 
This selling exhibition explored the relationship between space, light and colour inspired by 
Georgina Towler’s exploration of the Somerset landscape. Georgina describes her paintings 
as ‘experienced spaces’ which comment on landscape. 
 
5.2. Events and AcƟviƟes 
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The Somerset Rivers Authority hosted flood and climate themed events linked to the exhibiƟon 
‘Somerset Floods’ by MaƟlda Temperley at Somerset Rural Life Museum in April and May 2024. 
Six creaƟve printmaking sessions were delivered during May half term linked to the Somerset 
Printmakers exhibiƟon. 
 
A programme of family acƟviƟes took place across the summer holidays at the Somerset 
Rural Life Museum linked to the Trust’s NPO programme. The programme included a series 
of animal days and acƟviƟes associated with the Somerset Printmakers exhibiƟon. 
 
A Massey Ferguson 35 tractor, which belonged to Harold Mapstone of Abbey Farm, Glastonbury 
has been acquired. Abbey Farm is now the home of the Somerset Rural Life Museum. 
 
A painƟng of Sir Michael Eavis by June Mendoza has been loaned to the Trust by the Eavis 
family for display in the ‘CelebraƟng’ Gallery at Somerset Rural Life Museum. 
 
6. Weston Museum 
 
The Trust conƟnued to provide curatorial advice and support to Weston Museum. 
ExhibiƟons have been a prominent area of acƟvity in the last year. 
 
6.1. Temporary ExhibiƟons 
 
‘The Royal Photographic Society’s Summer ExhibiƟon’ (23 April to 13 July 2024)  
 
An exhibiƟon of photographs taken by members of the Royal Photographic Society. 
 
‘Axel Scheffler: A Life in IllustraƟon’ (27 July to 13 December 2024) 
 
Axel Scheffler is the UK’s number one bestselling illustrator and the creative force behind 
some of the most instantly recognisable characters in children’s books – from The Gruffalo 
to Stick Man and beyond. This exhibition brought together the broadest public display of 
Axel’s illustrations in the UK, giving a unique insight into his published work. Due to the 
success of the exhibition, Weston Museum decided to extend the run until mid-December 
2024. 
 
‘Welcome to Weston-super-Mare: Mid-20th Century Photographs by Les Sandys’ (18 
January to 10 May 2025) 
 
Les Sandys worked in the family photography business, Sandys Photographic Services. He 
was a professional photographer from the mid-1920s, working in and around Weston-super-
Mare. His archive of negaƟves records the town throughout the second half of the 20th 
century. This exhibiƟon focuses on his work during Weston-super-Mare’s post-war heyday, 
when people flocked to the BriƟsh seaside for their summer holidays. 
 
6.2. Events and AcƟviƟes 
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The SWHT design team worked with Weston-super-Mare Town Council to design and mount 
a new display of civic silver for the landing area outside the function room at Weston 
Museum. A new display of civic silver and regalia and a printing press was also designed and 
installed at the new Weston-super-Mare Town Council offices on Waterloo Street. 
 
The NPO project team at South West Heritage Trust worked with Jane Hill, Heritage & 
Community Liaison Officer, and volunteer Chris Fisher at Weston Museum to plan an 
exhibition for the Community Gallery from November 2024 to February 2025. 'ReCollection' 
was installed on 19 November and was on display until February 2025. The artwork 
celebrated Weston’s community stories and featured specially commissioned drone footage 
by Somerset Film, archival images from the North Somerset collections and sound 
recordings of residents, combined to provide an interesting and engaging sense of the town. 
The exhibition will act as a springboard for work on a wider digital project with the local 
communities in spring 2025.   
 
On 7 November 2024, NPO staff presented a talk as part of the Museum's audience 
engagement programme. 'Heritage Through the Lens’ highlighted NPO projects with a 
digital focus as well as providing some background on the history of photography as a 
means of documentation. Images of Weston taken by Les Sandys were also highlighted. The 
talk was attended by an audience of 40 local residents. 
 
7. Somerset Brick and Tile Museum 
 
Somerset Brick and Tile Museum conƟnues to reach new audiences through programming 
for families, adults and community groups. Different acƟviƟes and events were trialled 
during the course of the year and evaluated. 
 
Work has conƟnued on the site’s development and on the project plan for redisplaying the 
museum and bringing it into fuller use for learning and community purposes. Bids to grant-
giving bodies are intended to support the revival of this unique Somerset site. Quarterly 
partnership meeƟngs with Bridgwater Town Council will ensure ongoing engagement with 
local stakeholders as the Brick and Tile Project develops.  
 
Work to achieve museum accreditaƟon has conƟnued following the successful submission 
of an eligibility applicaƟon to Arts Council England. Bethan Murray (Curator of Social History 
and TexƟles) has carried out a locaƟon audit as part of this work. 
 
Partnership working has conƟnued at Somerset Brick and Tile Museum to help increase 
audience engagement. The Trust took part in the Bridgwater Blue Heritage Project 
Wetlands Day with Somerset Wildlife Trust and sessions have conƟnued to be delivered with 
Somerset Recovery College. Two meeƟngs have been held with Heritage CraŌs, a naƟonal 
charity set up to celebrate, support and safeguard tradiƟonal craŌ skills. Brick making has 
recently been idenƟfied as an endangered craŌ. 
 
8. Avalon Archaeology 
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During 2024-5 Avalon Archaeology has become more established as a venue and funcƟoning 
heritage business. 
 
The programme of tours, event days and workshops has conƟnued. Events included Viking 
Storytelling around the fire, Viking Yule and a Viking Woodworking Workshop. Two new 
tours developed for Home EducaƟon families were well aƩended. 2024 ended with a 
celebraƟon of Saturnalia on the 15 December, which aƩracted 77 visitors.  
 
The reconstrucƟon of the Roman mosaic has been completed by the Avalon Archaeology 
volunteers aŌer almost five years of work. The volunteers handmade the 140,000 stone and 
Ɵle cubes (tesserae), using the same tools as the Romans. Volunteers painstakingly recreated 
a series of mosaic designs copying ones from Roman villas that had been excavated in 
Somerset. The compleƟon of the project received extensive media coverage including an 
arƟcle in The Times. 
 

 
 

The completed mosaic at Avalon Archaeology 
 

 
The Roundhouse was dismantled in December due to structural problems. Rebuilding is now 
underway.  
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A review of the site’s performance in 2024 has revealed that general admissions have 
provided a stable income for the site and events have been profitable. The majority of 
engagement in 2024 focussed on core audiences including schools, families and over 55s. 
 
9.  Museum Development 
 
Rachel Bellamy, Museum Development Officer (MDO) for Somerset, has conƟnued to 
provide support to museums and heritage sites across the Somerset and North Somerset by 
working with colleagues at Museum Development South West (MDSW) to enable the 
county’s 63 museums to access grants, training programmes and other opportuniƟes.  
 
In 2024/5, the MDO supported 17 of the 18 priority museums within Somerset and North 
Somerset. Priority museums are non-naƟonal accredited museums that are not NaƟonal 
Porƞolio OrganisaƟons. 14 of these museums were supported on more than three occasions 
and nine received over nine instances of support. The MDO also supported six non-priority 
museums: Dovery Manor Museum, Fleet Air Arm Museum, Minehead Museum, The 
Museum of Somerset, Watchet Boat Museum and Wellington Museum.  
 
A key part of the MDO’s role is to support museums to work towards achieving and 
retaining Arts Council England Accreditation status. In 2024/5 the MDO supported Watchet 
Market House Museum’s submission of their accreditation return in February 2025 and the 
Gauge Museum’s work to prepare their return for submission in summer 2025. The MDO 
also began to support Blake Museum, Frome Museum and Wells and Mendip Museum as 
they prepared for their returns in 2025/6.  
 
Six museums were supported in their successful applicaƟon for funding from the following 
MDSW grant programmes: Capacity Builder, On Display, Small Open Grants, Talking Nature 
and Travelling Together. The MDO has also supported four museums with acƟons to support 
their organisaƟonal health. 
 
AdministraƟve support has been provided for the Museums in Somerset network. This has 
included the delivery of three county group meeƟngs and the administraƟon of the county 
Visit Somerset membership and Harwell subscripƟon. The MDO has signposted museums to 
the MDSW Travelling Together and Growing Together programmes, the MDSW training 
programme and to advice and support from the MDSW specialist officers on volunteering 
and conservaƟon. The MDO has also supported the development of partnerships within 
Somerset and the wider region. 
 
10. Portable AnƟquiƟes Scheme 
 
The Portable AnƟquiƟes Scheme team have conƟnued their ongoing work to record 
archaeological finds in Somerset, Devon and Dorset in partnership with the BriƟsh Museum. 
This has included the delivery of over 43 finds surgeries and other outreach events at South 
West Heritage Trust sites and regional museums across the three counƟes, engaging with a 
range of audiences. 
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A new display was installed in the Portable AnƟquiƟes Scheme case. Curated by the Finds 
Liaison Officer for Somerset, the case celebrates 25 years of the scheme in Somerset. 
 
11. CollecƟons 
 
11.1. AccreditaƟon 
 
Staff delivered acƟons included in the AccreditaƟon Forward Plan. Work has conƟnued on 
revising this plan to cover the years 2025/8. 
 
11.2. ReorganisaƟon of the Museum Stores and LocaƟon Audit 
 
Work has conƟnued on the project to reorganise the museum stores and to update the 
storage locaƟons of museum objects. 
 
A wide range of collecƟons projects have taken place in 2024-5. The team of volunteers 
from the Somerset Military Museum Trust completed a long-term project to organise and 
catalogue museum collecƟons displayed in Somerset Military Museum or stored at the 
Somerset Heritage Centre. The compleƟon of this project is the culminaƟon of more than a 
decade of volunteering and is a remarkable achievement by a dedicated team. 
 
Two members of The Museum of Somerset’s Visitor Service’s Team completed their 20-day 
secondments as DocumentaƟon Assistants (Archaeological Archives). During their 
placements they processed and documented over 800 boxes of bulk finds and over 100 
individual finds. 
 
Social history collecƟons which were held offsite at Ark, Taunton, went through the formal 
disposals process outlined by the Museums AssociaƟon. Some items were returned to the 
Somerset Heritage Centre, others were dispersed to appropriate organisaƟons, and the 
residue were sold at aucƟon. Proceeds will be used to fund collecƟons care. 
 
11.3. CollecƟons Management System 
 
We have conƟnued to add to, check and upgrade data on the museum collecƟons 
management system. 
 
11.4. ConservaƟon 
 
Preparatory work has taken place as part of the project to create a new storage system for 
the significant collecƟon of friendly society banners. Quotes have been obtained from 
suppliers and funding will be sought to complete this project in 2025/6. 
 
11.5. Somerset Rare Plants Group 
 
Members of the Somerset Rare Plants Group conƟnue to volunteer on a weekly basis on the 
project to reorganise, update and document the collecƟon of pressed plant specimens 
known as the Somerset Herbarium. Two new volunteers have joined the group in 2024-5. 
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19,121 database records have been updated and/or created for the main vascular plant 
collecƟon. The mounƟng and accessioning of recently collected specimens has also 
conƟnued. CollecƟng has focused on dandelions, eyebrights, hawkweeds, knotweeds, sea 
lavenders and whitebeams. Work has also started on the non-vascular plants, beginning with 
a project to reorganise and reidenƟfy the collecƟon of lichens. 
 
11.6. Ice Age Mammals 
 
We conƟnue to support the three-year research project ‘Nature of the Beast? Resolving 
drivers of prey choice, compeƟƟon and resilience in wolves’. Funded by the Natural 
Environment Research Council, the project is organised by Professor Danielle Schreve of the 
University of Bristol, Dr Lucy Flower of Royal Holloway, University of London, and Dr Angela 
Lamb of the BriƟsh Geological Survey. The project uses stable isotope analyses to study the 
carnivore palaeodiet and includes samples of Pleistocene wolf material and prey specimens 
under our care. It is the most in-depth exploraƟon yet of diet in modern and ancient wolves, 
assessing the impacts of changes in climate, environment, prey community and carnivore 
compeƟƟon on feeding behaviour and morphology. The three co-invesƟgators are also 
working alongside modern wolf ecologists to track wolves and collect scat samples, as well 
as feeding in the findings from their fossil ancestors to beƩer understand wolf resilience and 
tackle conservaƟon issues today. 
 
11.7. Ancient DNA 
 
We have conƟnued to support the ongoing ancient human DNA and isotope analyses of 
individuals in the care of the South West Heritage Trust. These projects have the potenƟal to 
transform understanding of diversity, mobility and social dynamics in the human past. 
 
11.8. Image Licensing 
 
Work has conƟnued on the projects to license images in the care of the Trust through 
Bridgman Images and Art UK. 
 
11.9. Art UK 
 
Bethan Murray, Curator of Social History, Costume and TexƟles, has completed the project to 
update the Art UK website so that all artworks in oil or watercolour in the care of the 
Museums Service are included on its online catalogue along with images and key 
informaƟon. The Trust has expressed interest in the forthcoming project to add ceramics to 
Art UK through the submission of an iniƟal survey about this collecƟon. 
 
11.10. AcquisiƟons 
 
We have conƟnued to acquire museum objects in line with the CollecƟons Development 
Policy. 
 
In 2024, the South West Heritage Trust was able to acquire the Chew Valley Hoard for the 
nation. The hoard consists of 2,584 silver pennies from the period c. 1066-68, likely buried 
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for safekeeping in the turmoil of the Norman Conquest. The hoard has been valued at £4.3 
million making it the highest value treasure find ever. 
 
The acquisition was made possible thanks to the generous support of a £4,420,527 grant 
from The National Lottery Heritage Fund and £150,000 from Art Fund, alongside smaller but 
vital grants from the Friends of The Museum of Somerset and the Somerset Archaeological 
and Natural History Society. The hoard was acquired on the 13 June and has now entered 
the collections of Somerset Council. The acquisition was announced at a launch event at the 
British Museum on 22 October 2024. The coins went on display at the British Museum in 
November. 
 
The Trust also began the wider project to display, interpret and promote the hoard in 
collaboration with Somerset Council and partners. A Trust-wide Project Group was set-up to 
oversee the project and progress is reported to the Audience Engagement Committee. A 
Round Two (Delivery) application to The National Lottery Heritage Fund will be submitted in 
May 2025. 
 

 
 

Display of coins at the BriƟsh Museum 
 
 
Rachel Reckitt’s painting Ruins was acquired at auction. It is a rare example of her work 
from the 1930s and was inspired by travels through Gotland, Sweden, in 1938, shortly 
before the Second World War. Until recently no complete work arising from this trip was 
thought to have survived. 
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Ruins, 1938, by Rachel Reckitt 
 
 

The family of Nick CoƩon, who sadly passed away in December 2023, kindly supported the 
acquisiƟon of 12 artworks by Rachel ReckiƩ that Nick had collected. The GolsoncoƩ 
FoundaƟon generously provided funding. The artworks span 50 years of ReckiƩ’s arƟsƟc 
pracƟce, including the rare early linocut Dingoes Running, which is the only known copy of 
the print in existence.  
 
11.11. Loans 
 
The Roman Museum and reconstructed Roman Villa at Hadspen (The Newt in Somerset), 
which opened to the public on 6 June 2022, conƟnues to aƩract visitors. The Roman 
Museum includes the display of items on loan from the Somerset Museum Service 
collecƟons, including the SANHS collecƟon. Trust staff visited the museum in January 2025 to 
check on the condiƟon of the loan objects. 
 
11.12. Digital 
 
The Trust collaborated with the Digital HumaniƟes Lab at the University of Exeter to record 
the Cheddar Brooch using photogrammetry and reflectance transformaƟon imaging (RTI) 
techniques. The work has resulted in 2D and 3D digital models which allow the brooch to be 
closely examined from different perspecƟves and in different lighƟng condiƟons. 
 
The Somerset Pottery Fabric Type Series project, funded by Historic England, entered its 
final stage. The national online pottery collections database has been finalised and data and 
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images relating to sherds in the Somerset Pottery Fabric Type Series have been submitted to 
the Archaeological Data Service for upload. Once the upload is complete, the data and 
images will be accessible online. 
 
The Trust’s collaboraƟons with the University of Exeter conƟnued through the ‘Extra Hot 
Source Targeted Digital Skills for the Heritage Sector’ project. During the course of the 
project, staff from the Digital HumaniƟes Lab at the University of Exeter delivered six trial 
digital skills sessions to Trust and Historic England staff. 
 
The Trust have joined a cohort of cultural organisaƟons working with Bloomberg 
Philanthropies to create digital content about The Museum of Somerset for the Bloomberg 
Connects Arts and Culture App. This free app provides accessible informaƟon about cultural 
sites, exhibiƟons, arƟsts and collecƟons globally. 
 
Trust staff worked with the GLAM E Lab project team from the University of Exeter as a 
partner in an internaƟonal collaboraƟon which explored new ways to share collecƟons 
online using Wikimedia Commons and the South West CollecƟons Explorer website. 
 
11.13 South Somerset Heritage CollecƟon 
 
The Trust’s role in supporƟng the management of the South Somerset Heritage CollecƟon 
began on 1 December 2024. The Chief ExecuƟve and Somerset Museum Development 
Officer have met with Yeovil Town Council’s Town Clerk, Heritage Coordinator and Director of 
Culture, Events and PromoƟons to discuss the Council’s ambiƟons for the collecƟons. A new 
Engagement Officer role has been created to support programming and the use of the 
collecƟon. 
 
9. Review of the Museum Forward CollecƟons Management Plan 2023-4 and 
the Forward CollecƟons Management Plan for 2024-5. 
 
These are provided as a separate document. 
 
Estelle Gilbert 
Head of Museums and Engagement 
South West Heritage Trust 
on behalf of Somerset Council 
March 2025 


