Paper 6.1 — Reports 2024
Subject Committee Reports

Archaeology Committee

The Archaeology Committee has met four times during the year via zoom to plan our
programme of events, discuss SANHS business and review archaeology within
Somerset.

On 2" March, Christopher Webster led a walk to explore the World War 2 Taunton Stop
Line for the second time.

On 14* March, David Dawson and Oliver Kent held a webinar entitled “Smashed in the
Cellar” in which they discussed the remarkable collection of pottery uncovered during
excavations at the Wells and Mendip Museum in the 1960s which was also where their
exhibition was held.

On 23 March, we held our Annual Archaeology Day at Tintinhull Village Hall with a
programme of talks on Somerset History and Archaeology. Many thanks to Steve Jukes,
Cat Lodge and Amal Khreisheh for arranging this.

On 6" April, David Dawson and Oliver Kent held a pottery workshop at the Wells and
Mendip Museum which was well attended.

We did not arrange an Autumn meeting because SANHS members had an opportunity
to attend an important one-day conference about “Archaeological Discoveries at
Hinkley Point” on 30" November at the Victory Hall, Stogursey. This event was
supported by SWHT and advertised to members in the SANHS e- bulletin.

Mick Aston’s Young Archaeologists have met several times during the year to hold many
interesting and inspiring events for young people in Somerset. Many thanks to Liz
Caldwell for keeping us all informed about all of these.

David Baker April 2025



SANHS Historic Buildings Committee Report for the SANHS AGM
April 2025

The HBC has met four times over the past year, the meetings a blended mixture of in
person and on zoom.

The members are: James Verner (Chairman), Nigel Pearce, Martin Salzer, Mary Ewing
and Chris Sidaway (Secretary), Nathanael Willliams, Vanessa Ruhlig, Tony Harding,
Lizzie Induni and John Page.

Vanessa Ruhlig joined the committee in June 2024.
Alan Hudson resigned from the committee in January 2025 after an enormous
contribution over a substantial number of years.

Events

2024

In June, Lizzie Induni led a visit to Hornblotton Church: Julian Orbach explained the
architecture and Lizzie the Sgraffito plasterwork process.

In July James Verner took the HBC Committee to see the work being carried out at 9
Fore Street, Chard, by the Somerset Buildings Preservation Trust and Mary Ewing led a
visitto Lower Marsh, Dunster, to talk through some of the findings of the Dunster Group
following their earlier survey.

In August John Page led a tour of Historic Cheddar, taking in the Roman villa, Royal
Palaces, later medieval and early modern history, cheese production, the many and
varied watermills and the Sarah Comer/Hannah More story.

On Saturday 14™ September, Martin Salzer led a visit to the recently restored Dawes
Twine Works in West Coker as well as to Sutton Bingham and East Coker Churches. The
visit started with a talk about the textile industry of the Cokers, and particularly sailcloth
manufacture for which the Cokers were renown. We were then given a tour of the
Victorian site and a demonstration of the twine making process. We would like to thank
the trustees and volunteers for specially opening the site for us.
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After lunch, for some in the Helyar Arms, East Coker, for others with sandwiches at
Sutton Bingham reservoir picnic area, a marginally diminished group visited Sutton
Bingham parish church. Sutton Bingham church is on a lane, now truncated by the
reservoir, which once went to a watermill and some further dwellings. But Sutton
Bingham was always a small parish. The very simple church dating just after 1111,

contains a number of interesting wall paintings thought to date from about 1300, most
of which were uncovered in the 1860s by followers of the Oxford Movement.
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Sutton Bingham Church. The graveyard includes
the grave of one of the stationmasters at Suttton

East Coker Church. The manor house (Coker
Court) is just visible to the right.

Bingham Station, which was closed during the
Beeching rationalisation of the 1960s.

We finally went on to look round East Coker church. Itis located on rising ground and is
immediately adjacent to the manor house and the almshouses. Although it appears to
offer a unified construction in mellow ham-stone, the present tower, adjacent to the
chancel, replaced in the early 1790s a tower over the central crossing which had
become unstable when additional bells were added. The village war memorial is inside
the church, as are the ashes of poet TS Eliot.

We are grateful to the churchwardens of both churches for their help in facilitating
access.

In November, Chris Sidaway’s illustrated lecture in the newly restored Wyndham Hall
celebrated Bridgwater’s 20th Century built heritage.

The Wyndham Hall

Following its repair and upgrade by an unstinting group of dedicated volunteers, the
Wyndham Hall now provides a venue for lectures, films (The Wyndham Picturehouse)
and illustrated talks.

The Heritage Open Days, held in September 2024 as the official start of the SANHS 175
Anniversary celebrations, were free events which enabled people to come and see the
work that had been dome to the hall, understand more about SANHS and see a
selection of films.

James Verner April 2025



SANHS Local History Committee Report 2024

During the last year John Page stepped down from acting as chairman of this committee
and David Victor was unanimously elected in his place. The committee, though smallin
number, has managed seven differing events during 2024, starting with a talk by Mary
Siraut, in March, on voting and bribery in Taunton elections entitled, “Blood, Booze and
Baskets;” though this had no specific reference to the imminent national election at
that time, of course.

This was followed by a walkabout in Axbridge led by John Page, which included a visit to
a 16" century house recently used in the television programme "A Good Girl's Guide to
Murder."

In May, David Victor gave a webinar on “The Turbevilles of Gaulden,” which attracted a
number of viewers from overseas as well as from this country. John Page also gave a
webinar in June, concerning “Rowland Pavey,” the creator of Jacob’s Ladder in Cheddar
Gorge.

Later that month Tom Mayberry conducted a tour around Taunton Castle and Castle
House to start the commemorative year of SANHS 150t anniversary. After a break for
refreshments, Mary Siraut gave a talk on the early history of SANHS.

In September James Spencer used the newly refurbished Wyndham Hall to give a talk
on “Somerset’s Militia and Volunteers in the 19™ century” and finally, we enjoyed a
webinar from Tom Mayberry on “Orator Hunt” who was imprisoned in Ilchester gaol after
the Peterloo massacre.

We do still have a problem with the size of the audiences in many cases - a problem
which is not restricted to our organisation, but webinars have seen a number of other
viewers subsequent to the original talk date. Additionally, we would also welcome extra
members on our Committee as we are down to a minimum sustainable level. If you
would like to join us, please do get in touch with myrtle.bk@gmail.com

Our thanks to all those who assisted with the webinars and everyone who contributed
to these events in so many ways.

John Page



Natural History Annual Report for 2024

Despite a request to the membership, nobody had come forward to take on the chairman’s
position following the resignation of the previous chair early in 2023. The interim chair
remained in position to enable the Natural History section to continue to function.

Pat Wolseley is responsible for the Ecology Reports for the Proceedings and attends the
committee meetings when available.

There were no new requests for the Pat-Hill Cottingham grants, but an extension was
granted for one already in place. The information regarding applications on the website was
checked and updated.

The committee met four times during 2024, a maximum of six present, a minimum of four.
Despite a request for more committee members in the e-bulletin, none had been
forthcoming. Attendance at outdoor events has been poor, one had no attendees.

In May a second bio-blitz had been carried out in St James churchyard, well-advertised as a
family event by both SANHS and the church but had very little interest from the public.
Motbhs, butterflies, lichens, beetles, flowering plants, and birds were all recorded alongside
the results of a previous study.

The weather was not very good for the visit to Priddy to look for damsel and dragonflies led
by Jon Van Gowler and had an attendance of four. Steve Parker invited SANHS members to
join him on a fungus foray he had arranged for another group in Swell Woods and this had
an attendance of three SANHS members alongside others.

The Herbarium and the Flea circus talks held in Wyndham Hall in the autumn were better
attended with numbers in double figures.

It was decided to discuss the way forward for the Natural History section of SANHS at the
first committee meeting in 2025. It takes a considerable amount of time to organise outdoor
events, risk assessments have to be carried out for insurance purposes and having to search
for people to conduct the event if you don’t have immediate contacts is proving difficult.
The Natural History committee had probably been the most active of the committees since
my being involved with SANHS but times and people have changed. We have lost some of
those specialist members, and there are now so many societies of single interest.

The Natural History committee will continue to function - it is such an important area but
needs to look at how it moves forward and work with other societies.

Chris Jessop

Natural History Chair
April 2025



Publications

The publications committee met three times in 2024. Proceedings 166 had been
delivered just before Christmas 2023 and was distributed in January. There was
concern that 100 more copies appeared to have been ordered than were required. This
was unexplained.

The Valley of the Tone was printed in March and successfully launched on 4" May by
David Rabsen’s widow. Plans were made to produce a series of small booklets on
various topics to see if a colourful and reasonably priced booklet would sell. David
Dawson would produce one on Romanesque churches and Lizzie Induni would prepare
one on corrugated iron chapel. Laura Beckwith suggested one on barrows. Completion
of proceedings (167) was again delayed until January 2025.

Chris Webster
April 2025
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Early Dunster Project:
The Early Dunster Project, supported by Historic England started in late 2018 and officially finished in
May 2023. The project turned out to be much more complicated and extensive than was first realised
owing to the large amount of early fabric and the willingness of owners to participate in having their
premises surveyed. To date 35 properties have been surveyed and reports are still being completed,
some of these being major properties — the Castle Gatehouse, the Old Priory, the Old Manor at
Lower Marsh and nos. 4 — 8 Church Street. There are 5 minor properties of 18" century or later date
still to be surveyed and it is hoped to do some work on the Luttrell Arms Hotel.
We have continued to work closely with Dunster Museum and display boards there on the Project
were renewed at completion. A Dunster Heritage leaflet for their Information Centre is well
underway. Meantime work is being written up in articles. It is intended to produce booklets or book
on the work at some stage. Anyone interested in helping with this work should contact Mary Ewing.

Mary Ewing, Project Manager for Early Dunster Group
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