
SOMERSET COUNCIL

MUSEUM FORWARD COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT PLAN 2026–7, 
UNDER THE TERMS OF AGREEMENTS DATED 2 SEPTEMBER 2008 
AND 31 OCTOBER 2014


By an Agreement dated 2 September 2008 Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society agreed to lend to Somerset County Council (now Somerset Council), and the Council agreed to accept on loan, museum collections belonging to the Society.

Under the terms of the Agreement of 2008 the Council agreed to consult the Society in developing a Forward Collections Management Plan and in reviewing the plan. The Council also agreed that it would submit an Annual Report on the plan to the Society’s Annual General Meeting. Under a Forward Loan Agreement dated 31 October 2014 between the Society, the Council and the South West Heritage Trust, it was agreed that some obligations of the Council under the Agreement of 2008 would be jointly performed with the Trust, as more fully set out in the Agreement of 2014.  

The collections of the Society, the Council and others are distinct in ownership and documentation but are curated and interpreted as a single resource because of their complex curatorial inter-relationship. This plan therefore details actions which in some cases relate not just to the Society’s collections but to the wider museum resource managed and cared for by the Trust on behalf of the Council.  It also details actions which are not predominantly collections-related, but which have direct curatorial implications.

Objectives marked with * include collections owned by SANHS.



REVIEW OF MUSEUM FORWARD COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT PLAN 2025-6


	
Objectives
	
Resources
	
Responsibility
	
By when
	
Progress


	
Access


	Implement temporary exhibition programmes and associated events programme at The Museum of Somerset (TMOS), Somerset Rural Life Museum (SRLM) and Weston Museum (WM):


TMOS:

*After Sedgemoor: Remembering the Monmouth Rebellion

Wow! Amazing Science in Children’s Books

Beauty in Plainness: William Scott in Somerset

Roger Fry: A Life in Art


SRLM:

*Somerset Women in the Second World War

Tractored by Beetles 

A Life Outside: Hope Bourne on Exmoor

Legacy in the Making

Harry Brockway: Ways with Wood


WM:

Welcome to Weston-super-Mare: Mid-20th Century Photographs by Les Sandys

Designing Terry Pratchett’s Discworld: 30 Years of Paul Kidby’s Illustrations

Dismaland

Stories of Home

	SWHT plus grant aid and sponsorship





	SA, EG, LB, ML, FR, TB, LB, JE, AK, BP
	









Mar – Jul 2025


Jul – Nov 2025


Nov 2025 – Feb 2026


Mar – Jul 2026




Mar – Jun 2025


Jun – Sep 2025

Sep – Jan 2025


Jan 2025 – May 2026

May – Sept 2026




Jan – May 2025



May – Aug 2025



Sep – Nov 2025

Dec 2025 – Mar 2026
	









Complete


Complete


Complete


Complete




Complete


Complete

Complete


Complete

Complete




Complete



Complete



Complete

Complete

	
Stewardship


	*Continue with work to resubmit the revised Accreditation Forward Plan to Arts Council England.

	
	EG, BP, AK
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	*Continue to reorganise the museum stores and update storage locations of collections.

	
	AK, BP
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	*Continue adding to, checking and upgrading data on the Collections Management System.		
	
	AK, BP
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	*Continue to work with SANHS in conserving paintings and objects owned by the Society.

	
	EG, AK, BP
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	*Continue to support the Somerset Rare Plants Group to incorporate recently collected specimens of pressed vascular plants into the recently reorganised Somerset Herbarium.

	
	AK and members of the Somerset Rare Plants Group
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	*Continue to support research into the Ice Age mammal collection. 

	
	AK, Danielle Schreve and others

	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	*Continue to support research into ancient human DNA using samples from human remains in the care of the Trust.

	
	AK
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	*License key items through Bridgman Images and Art UK.
	
	BP
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	*Add items from the art collections to the Art UK shop.

	
	BP
	Ongoing
	Ongoing

	Continue programme of targeted acquisitions.

	
	SA, EG, AK, BP
	Ongoing
	Ongoing





MUSEUM FORWARD COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT PLAN 2026–7

	
Objectives
	
Resources
	
Responsibility
	
By when
	
Progress


	
Access


	Implement temporary exhibition programmes and associated events programme at The Museum of Somerset (TMOS), Somerset Rural Life Museum (SRLM) and Weston Museum (WM):


TMOS:

*Play

Royal Photographic Society (RPS) International Photography Exhibition 167

Chew Valley Hoard


SRLM:

Harry Brockway: Ways with Wood

Somerset Art Works Cultural Connections (working title)

Historic England Janette Rosing Collection Project (working title)

Gallery Used for Programming


WM:

LEGO Brick Paintings by Brick Galleria

Wow! Amazing Science in Children’s Books

Play

To be confirmed

	SWHT plus grant aid and sponsorship





	SA, EG, LB, ML, FR, TB, LB, JE, AK, BP, AF
	









Jul – Oct 2026

Oct 2026 – Jan 2027



Mar 2027 – Mar 2028




May – Sep 2026

Sep – Dec 2026


Dec 2026 – May 2027


May – Dec 2027




Mar – June 2026


Jun – Oct 2026


Oct 2026 – Feb 2027

Feb – May 2027





	

	
Stewardship


	*Continue with work to resubmit the revised Accreditation Forward Plan to Arts Council England.

	
	EG, BP, AK, AF
	Ongoing
	

	*Continue to reorganise the museum stores and update storage locations of collections.

	
	AK, BP, AF
	Ongoing
	

	*Continue adding to, checking and upgrading data on the Collections Management System.		
	
	AK, BP, AF
	Ongoing
	

	*Continue to work with SANHS in conserving paintings and objects owned by the Society.

	
	EG, AK, BP, AF
	Ongoing
	

	*Continue to support the Somerset Rare Plants Group to incorporate recently collected specimens of pressed vascular plants into the recently reorganised Somerset Herbarium.

	
	AK and members of the Somerset Rare Plants Group, AF
	Ongoing
	

	*Continue to support research into the Ice Age mammal collection. 

	
	AK, Danielle Schreve and others, AF

	Ongoing
	

	*Continue to support research into ancient human DNA using samples from human remains in the care of the Trust.

	
	AK, AF
	Ongoing
	

	*License key items through Bridgeman Images and Art UK.
	
	BP
	Ongoing
	

	*Add items from the art collections to the Art UK shop.

	
	BP
	Ongoing
	

	Continue programme of targeted acquisitions.

	
	SA, EG, AK, BP, AF
	Ongoing
	



Estelle Gilbert 
Head of Museums and Engagement
South West Heritage Trust 
on behalf of Somerset Council
June 2025
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