Paper 4                        SOMERSET ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
HERITAGE GRANTS COMMITTEE

It is with great regret that we have recently learnt of the death of Richard Clark who has given unstinting support to the Committee ever since the transfer of the Maltwood Fund from the British Academy.

Annual Report for 2025

1. The Committee has met in March and October 2025 to consider applications to the Maltwood Fund to support research into the archaeology and local history of Somerset and to the Gray Fund for extending public awareness of archaeology and local history of Somerset.

2. We received reports on and paid claims for:

4-2023		Steve Jukes, survey of land near Chinnock 		   £800
8-2023	Jodie Lewis towards outstanding work for the Priddy Environs Project (to be specified)	 					   £2,000
4-2024	Don Archer towards the cost of publication of The New Story of Trull provided we can be assured that copies will be placed with the libraries of SANHS, the VCH and local studies			£1,400
5-2025	Kay Boreland on behalf of Community Archaeology on the Mendip Plateau to analysing botanical samples from the excavations at Chewton Mendip £1,040 to £1,800
3. We considered no new applications to the Gray Fund it being effectively temporarily closed through lack of funds.

4. We considered five applications to the Maltwood Fund and agreed to offer:-
1-2025	Neil Skinner of Stowey PCC £250 towards the cost of conservation of the 17th-century Royal coat of arms;
2-2025	David Dawson up to £2,000 towards a study of the human parasites from pit 6 at Wells and Mendip Museum;
4-2025	Jodie Lewis up to £1,500 towards post-excavation studies of excavated material from Priddy; 

6-2025	Chris Webster up to £2,070 towards the radio-carbon dating of human bone from Lamyatt Beacon;

7-2025	Bob Croft up to £2,070 toward radio-carbon dating of human bone from Wemdon.

We referred an application to support the Antiquaries funding of Low Ham to the Publications committee. Two further applications were considered but withdrawn.

5. We welcome enquiries and new applications to both funds from individuals as well as groups wishing to contribute to our understanding of the archaeology and local history of historic Somerset. The next deadline is 31 August 2026.

David Dawson, Chair; 
Cat Lodge, Administrator 
11 June 2026



