
OBITUARIES 

STEPHEN COLEBY MORLAND, MA, FSA 

Stephen Coleby Morland, Freeman of Glastonbury and former President of this 
Society, died on 29 March 1993 in his 91st year. Stephen Morland was born in 
Glastonbury on 26 July 1902, and was the eldest of John Coleby Morland' s surviving 
sons. He inherited the scholastic brimance of his grandfather, John Morland, and after 
attending Sidcot School and Leighton Park School, Reading, won a major scholarship 
to King's College, Cambridge. There he gained a double first in the history tripos, and 
a second class in the economics tripos, his supervisor in economics being John 
Maynard Keynes. He could well have pursued an academic career, but instead was 
persuaded to develop his skills for the benefit of the family firm, Clark, Son and 
Morland Ltd of Glastonbury, sheepskin rug manufacturers. In 1929 he was appointed a 
director of the firm along with his brother Humphrey and his cousin Christopher, and 
soon afterwards became company secretary. When an association with Columbia Fur 
Dressers and Dyers of Bermondsey ran into difficulties he departed to war-torn 
London to take charge and brought the situation under profitable control. He was liked 
and respected by all his staff. When, on one occasion, a worker apologised for lack of 
knowledge, Stephen merely replied that there was nothing to be ashamed of in not 
knowing - only in not wanting to know. After his retirement, former employees would 
on occasion be surprised and delighted to find that Stephen, though older than many of 
them were themselves, was delivering meals on wheels to them with his wife Margot. 

Stephen gave distinguished public service to the county of Somerset in many ways. 
He was first elected to membership of the County Council in 1931 , and served for 44 
years, latterly as an Alderman. He chaired both the Public Health and the Education 
Committees, and under his chairmanship many Somerset schools were built. He much 
enjoyed escorting Margot during her year as Mayor of Glastonbury, and had the 
pleasure of seeing his daughter Stephanie fill the same office during the last year of 
his life. As a practising Quaker, Stephen was a faithful attender at Monthly and 
General Meetings. He was an Elder at the Street meeting and was a strength in so 
many quiet ways. At national level he was a member of 'Meeting for Sufferings' for 
many years and at one time Clerk. 

Stephen's interest in the history of Glastonbury and the county was scholarly and 
life-long. Early in the century his gifted mother took her children through the 
whalebone arch to the Abbey ruins where Bligh Bond was at work, and with his 
grandfather he went to Meare where Arthur Bulleid and Harold St George Gray were 
excavating the Lake Village. By 1921 he was himself re-excavating the Street 
causeway, and was also serving as secretary of the Glastonbury Antiquarian Society. 
Later, when Mrs McLean, Lady of the Manor of Glaston Twelve Hides, died at the 
age of 100, he became the society' s President, and in that capacity became known to 
many visiting antiquarians, archaeologists and lecturers. 
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Stephen Coleby Morland, MA, FSA, President of the Society, 1973--4, Chaisman of Council , 1977- 9. 

Stephen Morland was an active member of the Somerset Archaeological and 
Natural History Society over many years. He joined the Society in 1922, and at the 
time of his death was its longest-serving member. His contribution to Somerse t 
Domesday studies was outstanding, and his last article for Proceedings - an attempt 
to reconstruct the make-up of the Somerset hundreds at the time of Domesday -
appeared in vol 134 when he was 89 years old. He was President of the Society in 
1973-4, Chairman from 1977 to 1979 and a Trustee from 1979. It was as a tribute of 
affection and appreciation on his 90th birthday that he was given a standing ovation at 
the Society 's council meeting in September 1992. Lady Gass comments that when she 
was Chairman it was always Stephen Morland who in the mid st of general 
disagreement would express the progressive, forward-thinking view - that he was a 
man who, in spite of his years, remained young in spirit. 
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Following the death of his brother-in-law and former business colleague, Harry 
Scott-Stokes, Stephen agreed to become President of Glastonbury Conservation 
Society. His active interest and involvement did much to encourage this successful 
young society, and in particular he made it possible for a small housing association to 
be formed to restore derelict houses previously owned by the Methodist church. His 
90th birthday coincided with the Conservation Society's 21st and was marked by a 
dinner preceded by a walkabout and lecture which he conducted in the Abbey ruins. 
The ocassion was a memorable one, and Stephen showed himself to be, as ever, the 
trained historian, never content to accept myths and legends when the truth was so 
much more interesting. 

It must have been hard for Stephen to witness the demise of the family business, 
but he seemed to accept the situation philosophically. When arson destroyed what was 
left of the main factory offices he remarked that he had often thought that the best 
thing to do with the building was to set fire to it. With a similar pragmatism he would 
sometimes say that Glastonbury Abbey would cost an awful lot to maintain if it were 
still standing intact. 

Stephen Morland was twice married and had six children. He was an outstanding 
Glastonian and servant of his county who enjoyed a long, healthy and eminently 
useful life. Blessed with many talents, he followed the teaching of the parable and 
used them wisely. 

JOHN BRUNSDON 


