














Whitchureh Canonicorum XXX

theless tenacious of old types, and several of the capitals in
this arcade showed the evolution of floral forms of tubular
shape from the scalloped capitals of the twelfth century. The
variety of the foliage at Whitchurch was paralleled only by
the series of capitals at Wells and that in the eastern part of
the Cistercian abbey church at Dore in Herefordshire ; but,
as a whole, it belonged to a type widely diffused throughout
the western counties and South Wales, and in some of the
corbel capitals the absence of a neck-mould recalled the fashion
of which the Society had seen examples three years before at
Queen Charlton and Whitchurch, near Bristol. The beauty of
the capitals reached its highest point in the ~. transept, the
place of the shrine o® St. Candida. In detail the chancel was
gingularly plain compared with the rest of the church : this
was doubtless due to the fact that the chapters of Wells and
Salisbury, the rectors to whom the church was appropriated,
could spend only a limited sum upon buildings and repair.
Miss Prideaux had suggested that the architecture of the
church owed something to its connexion with the Norman
abbot and convent of Saint-Wandrille or Fontenelle, which
owned the advowson in the twelfth century. There was
nothing to show for this theory, and it was unlikely that the
foreign patrons of the rectory, who had no direct responsibility
for any part of the fabric, would have any influence upon its
structure. As a matter of fact, the advowson was acquired
from them before the end of the twelfth century by the bishops
of Bath and Wells, and, about 1240, by an agreement between
Jocelyn and Robert Bingham, bishop of Salisbury, the church
was appropriated to the deans “and chapters of Wells and
Salisbury, who divided the rectorial tithes between them. So
far as England was concerned, this division of a rectory between
two cathedral chapters was unique : its memory was pre-
served in the addition of the qualification Canonicorum to the
name of the village. Whether the chancel was built at the
expense of the chapters, when they entered into possession, is
uncertain : the bishops of the dioceses may have contributed
towards it, together with the last individual rector, Hugh of
Greneford. Its date, at all events, was nearly contemporary
with the date of appropriation. The cost of the nave, as of
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the later tower and of the various insertions of the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries w. of the chancel, must have been met
by the inhabitants and landowners of the parish, and it was
clear that they procured the best local workmen available to
execute the work,

Shrine of St. Candida or Idita’

Father HorxE said that he thought the following account
taken from a pamphlet by the late Rev. C. Druitt, a former
vicar here, would be of interest, giving details about the shrine
of St. Candida.

‘. . . A dangerous settlement of the walls of the ~. transept

dislocated the old shrine, and reopened the ancient
fracture in the stone coffin to such an extent that it became
necessary to re-set the broken end. This was done on April
18, 1900, under the personal superintendence of the Clergy,
and it was during the execution of this work that the discovery
of the Relics was made.

‘ The broken end of the coffin having been withdrawn from
under its Purbeck slab, there was seen within, the end of a
leaden casket, exactly eight inches square, and on it, cast in
raised letters on the lead, was the following inscription in letters
of the twelfth or early thirteenth-century style :

CT . RELIQE . SCE . W

which occupied the entire length of eight inches. Further
examination showed that this was the square end of a leaden
reliquary, lying on one of its long corners or edges, another
such edge or corner being supported against the N. side of the
coffin. The floor of the coffin, between the reliquary and the
S. side, was covered with dust and many fragments of bone,
wood, and lead, including two perfectly sound but considerably
worn teeth, one molar and one incisor; and the reliquary
itself, on being carefully drawn out, was found to be 2 ft. 5 in.
long, and to have been very badly damaged by being ripped or
torn open from end to end. The incrustation of oxide on the

1 See article in Proceedings 1891, on St. Whyte and St. Reyne by Hugh
Norris.
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torn edges of the lead seemed to show that the damage was not
recent ; apparently it was done some centuries ago ; it how-
ever enabled the contents of the reliquary to be seen, wiz. a
large number of bones, a good deal decayed, presumably those
of a small woman of about forty vears of age. These were not
disturbed in their resting-place, but one of the thigh-bones
which lay uppermost was measured, and was found to be 13%
inches long. The larger fragments found on the floor of the
coffin were placed with the bones in the reliquary, and all the
smaller fragments, with the dust, were collected into a metal
box and placed within the coffin. One side of the reliquary
was quite complete and undamaged, and on this uninjured side
was found, cast in raised letters on the lead, the following in-
seription :
HIC . REQESCT . RELIQE . SCE . WITE

from which it appears that the lettering at the end of the
reliquary is only a repetition of the central portion of the
complete inscription. The letter @ (which oceurs twice) has
an upright bar within it, and the letter & appears thrice with
a round back, and thrice with a straight back. The complete
inscription is 142 inches long, and the letters (which are slightly
irregular) are from five to seven-eighths of an inch high. A
rubbing was taken of the inscription, and a copy of it has been
placed in the shrine. The whole of the Relics were carefully
replaced in the stone coffin, the broken end of which was
securely cemented in its place.’

After leaving Whitchurch Canonicorum the party drove by
way of Hunter’s Lodge, to Axminster, where lunch was par-
taken. During the short stay in the town, several of the
members visited the parish church and inspected the thirteenth-
century effigies of Alice Briwere who married Reynold de
Mohun, and of Gervase de Prestaller, first vicar of Axminster.
The journey was then taken up again until

dshe bouse

was reached, the property of Mr. J. A. Peat, who together with
Mrs. Peat, conducted the party over the house and chapel.
Professor THompsox called attention to the two periods of
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architecture represented in the building. The oldest part
appeared to be of the late fourteenth or early fifteenth century :
there was a doorway of this date, and the garden front was
actually a remodelling of older work, undertaken in the six-
teenth century or a little later. This front was a good example
of plain domestic work in local material. A chapel was
attached to the house. In the register of Bishop Brantyngham
of Exeter was a licence, dated 21st April 1387, granted to John
Streche and Amice his mother, for the celebration of divine
gervice in the chapel or oratory of Aysshe in the parish of
Musbury, to last for a year; and this was renewed some ten
months later without any limit of time other than at the
bishop’s pleasure. There was little doubt that the building in
the grounds of the house might be identified with this chapel,
and the earlier part of the house itself might well be contem-
porary with it. p

At the conclusion of Professor Thompson’s remarks, the
members assembled in the garden, where seats were provided,
and from the steps of the house, Mr. Peat gave some interesting
details of the place where John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough,
was born.

Mr. Pear said: Writing of Ashe in his Life of Marlborough
Lord Wolseley states, * When we stand on the steps which lead
into the garden of Ashe, what memories of England’s glory
crowd upon the brain.” They were memories of Sir Francis
Drake who was accompanied on the Golden Hind by a son and
perhaps a brother of the Drake of Ashe, of the Parliamentary
Wars, of the rebellion of Monmouth, of the landing of William
of Orange, whom Marlborough first met on the hills to the left
of Ashe, of the great achievements at Blenheim and Ramillies.
Again he writes, ° A visit to Ashe House is like opening a page
of history, inscribed with the names of kings and princes and
mighty warriors.’

Early in the fifteenth century the estate of Ash, Aish or
Esse as the name was variously spelled, passed by marriage
into the Drake family, from a junior branch of which came
Sir Francis Drake the great navigator. The estate formed
part of the manor of Musbury, which was bestowed by the
Conqueror on Baldwin with the Barony of Okehampton.
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Ashe remained in the possession of the Drake family until
1783. The last of the family, Sir William and Lady Anne, were
childless. The estate was left to the widow, and she re-married
Colonel Speke, a member of the Somerset family of that name.
A daughter of this second marriage was married in Ashe Chapel
to Lord North, the Prime Minister at that time.

John Drake was knighted by Charles I, whom he enter-
tained at Ashe during a progress. He married in 1616 the
eldest daughter of Lord Boteler, and died in 1636. His widow,
the grandmother of the great duke of Marlborough, a pro-
nounced parliamentarian, attempted to fortify Ashe with the
assistance of a detachment of soldiers from Lyme, but before
the defensive works were completed the King’s forces under
the command of Lord Powlett, attacked Ashe, having effected
an entrance through the windows of the chapel, and put to
flight the Roundheads. The King’s troops did considerable
damage to the house and burnt part of it. Lady Drake con-
tinued to live at Ashe and in 1646 received £1.500 from the
Cromwellian Government for the damage done to her property
by the Royal troops. About this time her daughter Elizabeth,
with her destitute Cavalier husband Winston Churchill, came
to live at Ashe, and in 1650 their son John Churchill, who
became Dulke of Marlborough, was born.

The present hall, dining-room, and kitchen appear to have
been the Great Hall. The bedrooms above are said to have
been the room in which Marlborough was born.

It is most unfortunate that this interesting house has been
80 badly treated by former owners, and we are endeavouring
in a small way to restore it gradually to something more in
keeping with its old associations.

Father Horxe briefly thanked Mr. Peat for his very full
description of the great people who had once lived at Ashe,
and wished to express the thanks of the members, particularly
to Mrs. Peat, for the kindness extended to their society that
day. On resuming the journey the next stop was made at

Dio Shute DHouse

This was visited by permission of the owner Sir John Carew
Pole, Bart., the tenant of the house being Mr. Gillingham.
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Much interest was aroused in the old kitchen by the size of
the fire-place, and the enormous roasting-spit in front of it,
and in the building now used as part of the farm were several
features that attracted attention.

Professor Tuompsox made some remarks upon the type of
plan illustrated by the house. It was one of those dwellings
which were built round a small courtyard, the main rooms
occupying two sides, while various offices were on the third,
and the fourth was usually closed by a wall in which was a
doorway. Well-known examples were Aydon Hall in Northum-
berland and Markenfield Hall, near Ripon ; and an excellent
instance from Devon, nearly contemporary with Shute, was
the house known as the Old Rectory at Little Hempston, near
Totnes. At Shute the main buildings were on the . and x.
sides of the enclosure, and the living rooms. as at Aydon and
Markenfield, were on the first floor, the hall being in the E.
block. Later remodelling had removed traces of the original
entrance of the hall, which should have been at the s. end, with
a stair from the courtyard; but the newel stair remained in
the angle between the ®. and ~. blocks, giving access to the
upper end of the hall and the private rooms adjoining. At
some later date, the hall had been divided into two floors, but
the old wooden ceiling was preserved and could be seen in the
upper room. The fine gatehouse, which, like the rest of the
building, was of the fifteenth century, had good heraldic orna-
ment, and the group formed by this, the mansion, and the
church, was unusually complete. The church, formerly a
chapel to the church of Colyton, was an interesting example of
the development of a cruciform plan with central tower by
the addition of aisles and chapels, and contained work of
several periods. The details of the latest part were of a
definitely Devonian character, and were different from any-
thing in the other churches which had been visited. Many of
the party afterwards visited Shute church which was close at
hand. Proceeding by way of Shute vicarage to the main road
for Axminster, Perry Street and White Gate, the Society
reached
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Leigh ouse (Plate 1I)

Here they received a cordial welcome from Major G. F. Davies
a.p., and Mrs. Davies who had kindly invited them to tea.
Major and Mrs. Davies having received the guests personally,
tea was partaken of in the beautiful grounds round the house.
After the tea. Father Horxe expressed the gratitude of the
Society to their hosts for the delightful way they had been
entertained, and Major Davies assured the company that it
had been a pleasure to himself and Mrs. Davies to meet them
there. The members were then divided into two parties and
taken through the main rooms of the house, which appeared to
have been built between the years 1610 and 1617. (See also
Proceedings, xlix, i, 42.)

On leaving Leigh House, shortly after 5.30 p.m., the final
point in the day’s excursion, g

fntn_e dbbep’

was visited by kind permission of Mrs. Freeman Roper.

When the members had assembled in front of the Abbey,
the Rev. F. E. W. Lanapox said Mrs. Roper was unable to be
present, much to her regret, and had asked him, on her behalf,
to give them a hearty welcome to the famous Abbey.

Professor THOMPSON, speaking on the lawn in front of the
house, said that the official date of the foundation of the abbey
was 3rd May 1136, when a colony of Cistercian monks from
Waverley in Surrey settled at Brightley, near Okehampton,
on a site given to them by Richard, son of Baldwin of Brionne,
the sherift of Devon. This first establishment met with little
success, and, five years later, the monks abandoned the site
and started to return to Waverley. On their way, however,
they were persuaded by Alice, the sister and heir of their
original founder, to take up their abode in the parish of Thorn-
combe, on the borders of Dorset and Devon, and so found a
permanent home. From 1141 to 1147 they were in temporary
quarters, until their church and buildings were ready in a

1 See * The History of Ford Abbey,” by the Rev. C. Sherwin : Trans, Devon
Assoc. lix (1927), 249-264 (not relating to the architectural features),
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place which was then called Hartescath, but subsequently
Forde.

Although the church had entirely disappeared, the monastic
buildings were remarkably perfect. They were incorporated
in the mansion constructed by Edmund Prideaux, Cromwell’s
attorney-general, and completed in 1658, and now formed a
remarkable example of the blending of medieval with renais-
sance work. Certain additions had been made to the buildings,
with much internal alteration ; but the ., ~., and part of the
w. ranges of the cloister, and the splendid abbot’s house re-
mained. :

The cloister was on the x. of the church, and, though three
of its walks had been destroyed, the ~. walk was still in use as
the ground-floor passage from the . range to the w. Begin-
ning at the s.E. corner, nearest the site of the church, the first
building was the chapter-house, now used as a private chapel.
This was part of the first monastery, and was probably finished
by 1147. It was of two wide bays, vaulted with broad moulded
ribs, and projected E. of the adjoining range, and, by an arrange-
ment unusual in Cistercian houses, cut off the dormitory of the
monks from direct connexion with the church. Above the
vaulting, however, was a large room, rebuilt or added in the
fifteenth century. which, like other rooms above chapter-houses
in abbeys of the Order, might have been used as an annexe to
the dormitory. North of the chapter-house was the parlour
of the monks, vaulted in two bays. Beyond this, the subvault
of the dormitory, vaulted in double bays from a row of pillars
down the middle, extended for twelve bays northward. With
the exception of a small piece of original masonry x. of the
doorway from the adjacent cloister walk, this was rebuilt early
in the thirteenth century.

This part of the buildings had been considerably altered in-
ternally. The dormitory on the upper floor, now partitioned
into rooms, was still lighted by its row of small thirteenth-
century lancets in the w. wall, like those at Cleeve Abbey.
When it was rebuilt, the stair from the cloister, as at Fountains,
Tintern, and some other abbeys, was made against the w. wall,
at the ~.u. angle of the cloister.

The ~. walk of the cloister, which leads westward from this
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angle, was possibly rebuilt by Thomas Chard. who became
abbot of Forde in or about 1507, and was consecrated bishop
of Selymbria in partibus infidelium in 1508 ; but an earlier
date (1498) had been assigned to it. This was an elaborate
piece of late Gothie building, with eight bays of ribbed vaulting
and large traceried windows: the work might be compared
with the contemporary remains of the cloister at Muchelney.
In the middle of the range behind it was the refectory, running
N. and s.. after the usual custom in Cistercian monasteries, with
the warming-house on the ©. and the kitchen on the w. This
range was completed about the end of the twelfth century.
There were some remains of the cloister lavatory near the
former entrance of the refectory, which indicated this date.
The range, however, underwent considerable reconstruction in
the fifteenth century, when the refectory was divided into two
storeys by the insertion of a floor, the kitchen was enlarged,
and the warming-house was apparently removed and a passage
made in its place. The division of the refectory, to which there
were parallels at Kirkstall and some other monasteries, was
the result of the permission to eat meat on three days in the
week granted to the Order : for this purpose it was necessary
to provide a special room or misericord, for which the method
adopted here was an economical expedient, definite evidence
for which comes from fifteenth-century visitations of the
Cistercian nunneries of Nuncoton and Stixwould in Lincoln-
shire. The misericord, upon the upper floor, was the music-
room of the present house, and had some interesting screen-
work, not part of the original furniture, at the s. end.

The wall common to the kitchen and the w. range was part
of the twelfth-century buildings, and a considerable length of
walling of the same date remained on the opposite side, next
the vestibule of the abbot’s hall. The w. range, however, had
been for the most part destroyved : its northward extension was
gone, and the portion to the s. towards the church had been
curtailed and otherwise altered when the great drawing-room
on the upper floor was constructed. Thus practically all traces
of the cellarage and of the arrangements of the lay brothers’
dormitory and refectory had disappeared.

The present passage through the w. range from the ~. walk
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of the cloister led into the screens at the E. end of the abbot’s
hall. This, with the private lodging to the w., was built by
Abbot Chard, as an inscription below the battlement of the
gate-tower testified, in 1528, and was a magnificent and, it
might be said, unique example of such a building in an English
religious house. The longer axis was from E. to w. : the gate-
tower, at the s.E. corner, adjoined the w. range of cloister
buildings, and was now the principal doorway of the house.
The hall, occupying the full height of the building, was of noble
proportions, and the wooden ceiling retained much of its colour.
The lodging at the w. end was greatly altered internally during
the remodelling of 1658, and was now divided into three
storeys : this contained the abbot’s great chamber and bed-
room, and a panel in the w. wall of one of the upper rooms was
carved with the monogram of Chard and emblems of his double
status as abbot and bishop. These were also found, with other
heraldry. upon the exterior of the hall.

The work of 1658 had been attributed to Inigo Jones, who
was then near the end of his life. The only authority for this
was tradition ; but, if Jones was not the actual designer em-
ployed, the work was certainly done by someone who followed
closely in his footsteps. The chief addition was the beautiful
staircase which ascended eastwards from the vestibule at the
~. end of the hall screens, or rather from their former site, as
the screens themselves had been removed and the passage
thrown into the hall. A suite of rooms was added above the
cloister walk, and a splendid drawing-room constructed out of
the upper floor of the w. range, the s. end being entirely rebuilt,
with a suite of small rooms on the ground-floor. The w. block
of the abbot’s house, as already mentioned, was completely
remodelled. The rooms at this time received plaster ceilings
of remarkable variety and beauty. and, although the detail, as
in the quaint medallions of scenes from Scripture introduced
in the coving of the drawing-room ceiling, was in places
modelled somewhat coarsely, Forde might claim the possession
of the finest series of ceilings of this date in the whole country.
In addition to this collection, there was an Adam ceiling, with
the usual refined ornament, in the s. room below the drawing-
room. All this work added to the interest of a house which,
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historically and from the artistic point of view, had few rivals
in England.

An inspection was now made of the Abbey, including the
cloister, the great hall, the ‘ Monks” walk ’, the chapter-house,
and the saloon, where hang fine tapestries.

The return journey was commenced at about seven o’clock,
and Chard was reached soon after.

Third Dap’s Procecdings

The motor coaches and other conveyances left Chard just
after half-past nine in the morning.

pitestaunton AWanor House

The first place visited was the Manor House, and after the
interior had been explored, the members gathered on the lawn,
where Professor Taompsox said that the Elizabethan additions
to the house had concealed its earlier plan; but the early
fifteenth-century roof which some of the party had seen above
more recent ceilings was evidently that of the hall, and the
present main entrance of the building appeared to be of the
same date. He was inclined to think that the house of which
these traces survived was not unlike the mansion which they
had seen the day before at Shute, ¢.e. the dwelling rooms were
on two sides of a small courtyard, with the hall and main
apartments on the first floor. The history of the descent of
the house and manor was rather obscure, and it had been
supposed that the oldest existing portion was built during its
occupation by the family of Hugyn, towards the close of the
fifteenth century. The roof, however, was distinctly of earlier
character, and might well go back to the tenancy of the manor
by the Stauntons. The fine room on the first floor, with a
good plaster frieze, very like the plasterwork in the old Manor
House at Chard, was part of the additions made by John Brett,
who owned the manor at the close of the sixteenth century.
The Bretts appeared to have had some connexion with the
Hugyn family, and were associated with them and other
persons in the manor some hundred years earlier. In 1449, to

Vol. LXXIIT (Fourth Series, Vol. XIII), Part 1. D
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judge from the presentations to the rectory, which was ap-
pendant to the manor, the inheritance of the Stauntons was
in the hands of William, Lord Bonville of Chewton, William
Stafford, Esq., John Hugyn, and John Brytte, the last of whom
is called Lord of the manor of Whitestaunton. The Hugyns,
however, continued for some time to own part of the manor,
together with the alternate presentation to the church, and
were in occupation of the manor house at the time already
mentioned, and it is not certain whether the shares were con-
solidated by marriage or by purchase. The Bretts, at any
rate, seemed to have obtained sole possession before the end
of the reign of Henry VIII, and continued lords of White-
staunton for about a century and a half. The Society would
recall with respect the memory of a more recent owner of
Whitestaunton, the eminent barrister and historical scholar
Charles Isaac Elton, who presided over the meeting at Chard
in 1882, and had made important contributions to the early
social history of England and to Shakespearean literature.

Father HornE expressed thanks on behalf of the members
of the Society to Colonel and Mrs. Mitchell for their kindness in
allowing the Society to inspect the house, and Colonel Mitchell
responded.

The members then went to the part of the grounds which
contained the remains of

The Boman Villa

Mr. H. St. GEorGE GrAY acted as guide and said that these
remains were found about 1845 in altering the road, and were
partially excavated in 1882-3 by the late Mr. Charles Elton,
Q.C., M.p., then owner of the spot. The remains seen to-day
do not reveal the general plan, and in the absence of drawings
made at the time of excavation it is practically impossible to
define the precise arrangement of the rooms. The suggestions
made by Mr. Elton were not agreed to by the late Professor
Haverfield. It is hoped that the new owner may re-excavate
the site and complete the uncovering of the whole area. Among
the discoveries made were living and bath rooms, hypocausts,
mosaic flooring of geometrical patterns (guilloche borders,
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swastika, ete.), painted wall-plaster, flue-tiles, roofing-slates,
window and other glass, Samian and other Roman pottery,
lead piping, iron slag, and a few smaller objects.

Close by is a spring known as St. Agnes’ Well,—probably a
genuine holy well. The water is said to be slightly warm and
is considered good for sprains.’

Not far off at Wadeford, in the parish of Combe St. Nicholas,
stood another Roman villa of some pretensions. It was first
discovered in 1810, and some excavations were attempted
about 1861. TIts plan was not clear ; possibly it belonged to
the courtyard type. At the first discovery two mosaics were
unearthed. In 1861 five more pavements were found, all
geometrical in pattern, and a hypocaust. The smaller finds
included tiles, painted wall plaster, a human hand in bronze,
a ring fibula and other small items in bronze ; also several
coins. Some of the pavements are illustrated in ecolour in
vol. xiii of the Society’s Proceedings. Some of the relics above
mentioned are now exhibited in the Society’s Museum.

After leaving the grounds, the party proceeded to

ddipitestaunton Church

where they were received by the Rector, the Rev. T. Davies.

A brief account of this interesting building was given by
Professor Tromeson, who called attention to its aisleless plan,
and pointed out that the chapels x. and s. of the chancel were
additions of the end of the middle ages. West of the chancel
arch. no enlargement had taken place, but the nave, with the
w. tower, was wholly rebuilt in the fifteenth century. The
twelfth-century font remained from the earlier church. The
rood-sereen was in position, with some remains of the fittings
of the loft. The Brett tombs and the heraldry of the s. chapel
had been described in the report of a previous meeting in 1903 :
the detail of the monuments was rough, and they seemed to
be the work of local tomb-makers without much gkill in carving.

Continuing the journey, the conveyances soon brought the
party into the village of

1 Cf. Holy Wells of Somerset (Som. Folk Series, No. 12), by Dom. Ethelbert
Horne, p. 37.
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Combe St. Nicholag (Plate III)

Here the members were received at the parish church by the
Vicar, the Rev. G. de Y. Aldridge.

Professor Tnompson having remarked that the Viear had,
in the paper he read to them at Chard, told a good deal of the
story of this church, said that, with the manor to which it was
appendant, it gave its name to the provostship and fifteen-fold
prebend of Combe in Wells Cathedral. It was evidently rebuilt
about the same time as Chard Church, and very probably by
the same masons. The porches closely resembled those at
Chard, and were equally careful and attractive in design.
There were, however, some remains of earlier buildings. In-
corporated in the X. arcade were the jamb and part of the arch
of a late twelfth-century doorway. These were in their original
position : it was evident that the church of that date was
aisleless, and that, when aisles were added to the nave in the
thirteenth century, the x. aisle stopped two bays 1. of the w.
end of the church, its w. wall cutting into the old doorway,
which was left where it was. Although this aisle was widened
in the fifteenth century, when the present porch was built, it
did not seem to have been completed to its full length, and
the two western bays were modern. There were some remains
of thirteenth-century work in the chancel, including the piscina,
and the lower part of the tower may belong to this date. The
beautiful fragments of the rood-sereen had been successfully
worked into a new one. Although the church had suffered
somewhat from restoration in the last century, it contained
several interesting features, and the preservation of the early
doorway, or part of it, in its original position, was a rare, though
not unique characteristic which enabled the growth of the
structure to be traced without difficulty.

The Rev. G. pE Y. Aupripce said Roman coins had been
dug up in the churchyard, and it was possible this site had been
associated for many centuries with religious observance. He
believed it was certainly the fourth church which had stood on
the site. He would like to believe the ancient font belonged
to the period of the Saxon church and they had evidence of
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a Norman building. It was in 1239 that a new church was
dedicated there and that extended the whole length of the
present nave. In the fifteenth century they had a great re-
construction of the church practically as it was to-day. Res-
toration was carried out in the last century. The remains of
the fine rood-screen had of late years been restored in the
parish by local labour. Mr. Aldridge also mentioned that they
had the nucleus of a Combe museum.

Castle fReroche

On leaving Combe St. Nicholas the motors proceeded by
the main road to Taunton. A mile w. of Cambe a fine tumulus,
Combe Beacon (altitude 822 feet), was seen on the left-hand
side close to the road.

Castle Neroche was reached at 12.30 p.m., but before ° the
Beacon ’ was climbed a drizzly rain began and increased rapidly,
which caused several of the members to make a hurried de-
parture for luncheon.

Mr. H. St. GroregE GrAY, addressing the remainder, said :
There is little new to be recorded about Castle Neroche. My
report in vol. xlix of the Proceedings describes the results of
the excavations conducted at Neroche in 1903, when the work
was paid for to a large extent by the owner, the late Viscount
Portman, when he was Patron of the Society.

Castle Neroche occupies an elevated point at the eastern
extremity of the Blackdown Hills, at a distance, as the crow
flies, of 6 miles s.s.8. of Taunton, and 5% miles n.w. of Chard.
The Beacon, which overlooks the vale of Taunton Deane, stands
at an elevation of 905 feet above sea-level, 4 feet lower than
Pillesdon Pen, the highest point in Dorset. But it is only in
elevation that these two earthworks correspond. As yet
nothing discovered at Castle Neroche can be ascribed definitely
to prehistoric times ; whereas the excavations have produced
much which is undoubtedly of the Norman period.

An interesting part of my work in connection with this site
was the collection of thirty-seven different spellings of
‘ Neroche’ and ‘ Rache’ with references, chiefly taken from
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records of Neroche Forest. Since publishing these in 1903,
three more have been added to the list."

The whole hill-top of Neroche was apparently fortified by
lines of earthworks thrown up along the edges of the natural
declivities by which it is surrounded, without any considera-
tion as to the quantity of the camping-area to be enclosed. In
places on the northern side these declivities are very steep.
The strength of the ramparts corresponds inversely to the
natural strength of the position ; and in some places where a
steeper declivity than usual occurs, no ramparts were found
to be necessary, the artificial defence in those places probably
being confined merely to a stockade. At present it is im-
possible to determine with certainty which were the original
entrances to the interior of Neroche camp.

The first cutting was made through ramparts and ditches on
the s.s.E. side, and this being the weakest side of Neroche, it
was defended by three ramparts and intervening ditches. A
large cutting, 10 ft. wide, produced little that was important
as evidence of date. We found that the inner ditch was 5 ft.
deep below the present surface, and that the outer ditch was
9 ft. deep. It should be noted that nothing pre-Roman or
Roman was discovered.

On the ~. side of the farmyard and just to the s. of * The
Beacon’ a pit was excavated which proved to be 6 ft. in
diameter and 9-2 ft. deep below the surface. From a depth of
1 ft. to the bottom all the pottery and other relics discovered
were medieval and Norman, and included a typical spout of
a medieval water-pot, which has been figured.

On the Beacon we dug on the w. side into a deep hollow
which already existed ; the workmen were rather excited and
told stories about this hole in connection with the ¢ Castle Revel
or Play ’, formerly held annually on the first Sunday after the
7th of July.

The Beacon of Neroche, from a military point of view, is a
position of extreme strength, and must have been even more
so when the Forest of Neroche practically surrounded it on

1 38. RaccHER.—Cdl. of P. R., 146777, p. 205.
39. Racuisa.—Proe. Clifton Antiq. Club, iii, 79.
40. NeraccHisT.—Temp. Ed. I, Proe. Som. Arch. Soe. xliii, ii, 120,
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three sides. From the summit of the Beacon downwards, in
a N.w. direction, four ramparts (now slight) with intervening
ditches can be traced. It would be well-nigh impossible for
an invading force from a westerly, northerly, or easterly
direction to gain the summit of the Beacon ; but in the event
of the defenders not being able to hold it, they had the main
camp itself to fall back upon—a very obvious expedient.

At the summit a 12-ft. square cutting was dug to a depth of
12} ft. before the natural sand was reached. The highest part
of the Beacon, therefore, proved to be artificial, and we found
pottery down to a depth of 8 ft.

Further to the ~. and a little way down the slope of the
Beacon, we made two more excavations: one through the
fosse only ; the other through fosse and rampart in the same
position. Here the ditch was 10 ft. deep below the surface of
the silting ; close to the bottom were found a piece of unglazed
pottery of Norman character, and portion of a netting-needle,
also apparently of medieval date. In the more easterly section
we found the ditch to be over 12 ft. deep ; and several relics of
gimilar date to those previously described were found on the
old surface line under the rampart.

In my paper of 1903 T described the pottery found at Neroche
in some detail. Six hundred and seventy-five fragments in
all were found ; and it is of precisely similar character to that
discovered on wvarious Norman sites, such as Castle Orchard
(Pen Pits), near Wincanton, Caesar’s Camp, Folkestone,
Maddington (Wilts), the Cambridge Ditches, Tollard Royal
(King John’s House), and in the excavations at Taunton Castle,
including the pottery found deep in the square well.

The relics discovered at Castle Neroche have not been very
numerous, but the fact that nothing of Roman or pre-Roman
date was discovered has some significance. If any part of
Neroche was constructed in early British times, the antiquities
produced by the excavations have provided us with no material
for proving it. We were fortunate in finding metal objects,
which are, particularly in an exploration of this nature,
valuable in confirming the conclusion to which the pottery
points.

At what precise period in Norman or medieval times the
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earthworks on the Beacon of Neroche were constructed must,
for the present, remain in doubt, until further excavations can
be undertaken, It is possible they may have been erected
during those troubled days of anarchy, when Stephen was
reigning but not ruling, and when the whole country bristled
with fortresses. If so, Castle Neroche would prove to be of
much about the same date ag the Keep of Taunton Castle and
the Castle at Castle Cary held against Stephen by William Luvel
in 1138. It is just possible that the foundations of a keep may
be found some day in the level part of Neroche Camp, now used
as the outer farmyard.

Lunch was now taken, some visiting the farm and others the
Castle Inn.

After lunch, the journey was resumed and in due course

Fiminster

was reached. Here the fine church of St. Mary was first
visited, the members being received by the Vicar, the Rev.
J. N. Boughton. Describing the church Professor THoMpsoN
said that this beautiful building belonged from an early date
to the abbot and convent of Muchelney, and formed the corpus
of the prebend in Wells Cathedral appropriated to the abbot.
Although the present building was almost entirely of the
fifteenth century, and was far larger in its proportions than its
predecessor on the site, there could be no doubt that the
existing crossing was on the site of the old, and that the cruci-
form plan with central tower was preserved from at any rate
the church which stood here in the twelfth century. The tower
was one of the most noble towers in the county : the two stages
of window openings with pierced stone filling, the easy transi-
tion from the angle buttresses to pinnacles, the continuation
of the flat buttresses between the windows above the parapet
as intermediate pinnacles, and the bold staircase turret at the
~x.w. angle, formed a design of remarkable unity, the parts of
which were strongly emphasised by the string-courses, the upper
one being ornamented with carved rain-water heads where it
crossed the buttresses. Another feature was the additional
strength given to the lower stage by piercing the middle panel
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only on each face, those on either side being ornamented with
tracery, but left unpierced. The date of this tower was prob-
ably about 1500. The rebuilding of the chancel, for which
credit must be given to the abbot and convent of Muchelney as
rectors, was somewha,t earlier. The usual date attributed to
the Wadham or ~. transept was 1452, the year of the death of
Sir Nicholas VVa.dham whose fine tomb, with a mutilated in-
seription, remains at the s. end. It was possible that it was
not begun till after his death. The decoration of the parapet
and buttresses externally and of the roof internally was very
elaborate, and, when the Society visited the church in 1903,
Mr. Buckle had expressed the opinion that it was not Somerset
work. This view was possibly wrong, and, though the details
showed some departure from the ordinary local practice, the
differences were not so great as to justify the statement : it
was probable, however, that the design was made by a master-
mason engaged by the Wadhams, without reference to the rest
of the structure. The present arrangement of the nave
arcades, in three very wide bays, was due, as the vicar pointed
out, to alterations made in 1825, when two of the piers were
entirely removed and the nave remodelled with galleries as an
auditorium for preaching. Ugly as the proportions were,
the detail of the rebuilt work was in itself far from bad,
and was at any rate guided by precedent. The modern
reredos, an elaborate piece of stone-carving filling the high
space beneath the B. window, covered remains of an older
altar screen.

The visitors afterwards went to the N. transept and examined
with great interest the tombs of Sir William Wadham and his
mother, and the more famous tombs of Nicholas and Dorothy
Wadham, the Founder and Foundress of Wadham College,
Oxford. The s. transept had also been refitted as a chapel.

As Professor Thompson had to leave the party at Ilminster,
Father Hor~E expressed the members’ deep gratitude for his
interesting addresses at the various places visited.

The Chantry House was visited, and then the journey was
continued to
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d@pitelackington, Thurch of St. MWary

Speaking in the church, Mr. H. St. GEorcE GrAY said that
in Domesday this manor was called Wislagetone. ° Almar held
it in the time of king Edward, and gelded for ten hides.’

The Montsorrels were owners of Whitelackington from 1100
to 1327. There is recorded a confirmation of gift to this church
by James de Monte Sorelli in the first year of Richard I (1189).
In a later record the name of Robert de Monte Sorelli, A.D.
1277, is found.

Sir Thomas Beauchamp held Whitelackington in the earlier
half of the fifteenth century ; his daughter married Sir John
Speke, cirea 1430. This is mentioned because Thomas Gerard
of Trent wrote : ‘ Unto this Sir Thomas Beauchamp I believe
I may without prejudice to any other ascribe the building of
that ancient faire house still remaineing in Whitelackington,
- because both in it and the adjoining church I have frequently
found his arms.’

The following deed poll, 10th August 1614, is of interest.
It records that Sir George Speke of Whitelackington, knight,
grants a yearly rent of £26 issuing out of his manors of White-
lackington and Atherstone, to his trusty and loving friends
(named) ‘ for the maintenance of a sufficient lecturer preacher
to preach and perform a lecture sermon every Wednesday in
the parish church of Whitelackington *. The lecturer to be
M.A. of Oxtord or Cambridge and to be specially approved by
the heads of Magdalen and Corpus Christi, if an Oxford man,
and by Christ’s and St. John’s, if a Cambridge man.

The Somerset Hearth Tax, 1664—5, states that White-
lackington House had no less than twenty-two hearths. To-day
Mr. S. Creed, the occupier, tells us there are thirteen chimneys.
The Hearth Tax was a payment to the king of 2s. on every
hearth. Owing to its inquisitorial nature this tax was very
unpopular and was finally abolished by statute, 1 William and
Mary. It is calculated that when the tax was discontinued
it produced over £200,000, equal to nearly a million of the face
value of our money of to-day.

Mr. PurLie STurDY then described the architectural features
of the church at some length. He said that of the original
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Early English church but few characteristics remained. Of
the Decorated period of the fourteenth century, there was work
in the s. transept, particularly in the s. wall, where there was
a trefoil-headed arched piscina, having a shelf above the
deeply coned and fluted basin. The delicacy of the two label
drops, carved as dogs’ heads, and the stops of the jamb
mouldings, were notable considering the coarseness of the stone
in which they were worked.

Behind some eighteenth-century oak panelling at the end
of this transept, and lying on the floor, were two effigies in
stone. One was probably that of John de Brideport, ¢. 1370,
and the other is the figure of an unknown knight. These
effigies are fully described by Dr. Alfred Fryer, ¥.s.A., in vol.
Ixiii of the Society’s Proceedings.

In the x. transept should be noted a piscina of unusual
design, and also the late sixteenth-century tomb. It seems
probable that this may be the monument to Sir George Speke,
who, in his will dated 25th February 1582-3, desires to be
buried in the ‘ile’ of Whitelackington church. He had
married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Andrew Luttrell, and the
arms, Speke impaling Luttrell, occur several times on this
tomb. On the tomb are two helmets in an excellent state of
preservation, and lying on the window-ledge above them are
some wrought-iron wall brackets which appear to have been
designed to hold the staffs of banners, and perhaps these
helmets as well.

The main part of the existing church. together with the
tower, is fifteenth-century Perpendicular. The date of the
work in the chancel is not easy to fix, and the windows with
their curious details may be much later than they would at
first sight appear to be.

The two squints or hagioscopes cut through the chancel arch
are obviously more modern than the arch itself, and neither of
them give an axial line to the centre of the altar.

The nave is in three bays of graceful Perpendicular arches
on slender piers. The wall at the w. end of the nave is the
tower wall, and above the present arch into the tower are the
remains of the water-tabling of the original nave roof, showing
that it must have been much lower than the present roof. I
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hazard the guess that the Perpendicular tower was built against
an aisleless nave of the same date, and that shortly afterwards
this nave was replaced by the present nave, which was built
much higher than the previous one, with the aisles that now
accompany it. This nave and aisles are roofed, rather un-
usually but very effectively, with a single span.

At the E. end of the x. aisle, on the cill of the window, are
a pair of brasses, each 18} in. by 4} in. in size. One is to
Anthonie Poole 1587 aet. 70, and the other to Margerie Poole
his widow 1616 aet. 84.

In the ringing chamber are some remains of an old clock,
the dial still being outside. There is part of a painted internal
dial, with the figures reading the reverse way, as it was back
to back with the exterior face. It had one hand, and was
doubtless sufficient guide to the bell- rlngers It is inscribed
W.B. R.H. C.W. 1770.

In the bell chamber are four bells, which have all been recast,
except No. 2, which dates 1779. They are fully described by
Ellacombe in his Church Bells of Somerset.

Father HornE said that the questions asked by Mr. Sturdy
as to the purpose served by the squints or hagioscopes cut
through the sides of the chancel arch, needed some answer,
particularly as these openings had been noted in other churches
visited during the last couple of days.

The object of the squint was to enable some one in the
church to see the high altar, at a particular part of the mass,
that was otherwise blocked out for him by a wall. From the
thirteenth century, and even earlier, the ceremony had been
introduced into the mass of lifting up first the Host and then
the Chalice immediately the words of consecration had been
said. The Lay FFollk’s Mass Book, edited by the Early English
Text Society, gives directions as to what those present were
to do at that moment, and the prayers they were to say. These
squints were to enable those who were in the transepts, or
anywhere out of direct vision of the altar, to get a view of this
all important ceremony, the elevation. KEven if all the wor-
shippers, say in a transept, could not see what was going on
at the altar, a certain number who were better placed could
get a view through the squint, and from their behaviour those
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about them would know the moment of the elevation. These
openings may be found in all periods of architecture, from
Norman right up to the Reformation.

So much time had been spent in the church that there was
not much opportunity of seeing the Manor House, which had
been considerably modernised. Some of the members, how-
ever, walked through the house by permission of Mr. Samuel

Creed.
Bonmouth Tree

Proceeding southward over a pasture field, the members
came to the remains of the ° Monmouth Tree’, where Mr.
H. St. GrorGE GrAY read a short paper on * Whitelackington
and the Duke of Monmouth in 1680 °, which is printed in
Part 11 of this volume.

This concluded the places to be visited by the Society, and
the return journey was made to Chard by Windwhistle. At
Qaklands, Chard, the President, Colonel J. W. Gifford, and
Mrs. Gifford entertained the members to tea, and afterwards
the President showed and explained many of his scientific
instruments to the party. After a suitable vote of thanks had
been given to Colonel and Mrs. Gifford for their kind hospitality,
the members returned to Chard, and the Annual Meeting for
1927 concluded.



