











74 Some Doubtful Dedications of Soemerset Churches

tained a charter from K. Henry 1 granting him the land of
Merk which is in Wedmore, which had been challenged as
belonging to the royal demesne.

The Ordinance by which (c. 1140) Bishop Robert assigned
various prebends to the dean and canons shews that out of
Wedmoreland six prebends and the deanery were endowed,
and the dean had as a portion of his estate Moddesleya and
Merche.

For the next three centuries and a half the spelling varies
between Merche, Merke and Merk. But ‘ Merk’ was pro-
nounced ‘ Mark ’, just as ‘ clerk ’ is pronounced ° clark ’; and
presently the spelling followed the pronunciation. Thus we
have at Wells a document, dated 8th October 1502, which con-
firms a grant made by the dean to William Bassett, who is said
to be chaplain for life of the church of Marke (Cal. of Wells MSS.
ii, 169) ; and from this time onwards the word is spelt Marke
or Mark.

Mark was a chapelry of Wedmore, and the priest who served
its chapel (or * church ’) was appointed as chaplain by the dean,
and was not a vicar instituted by the bishop.

How shall we account for the dedication to the Holy Cross
given by Browne Willis in 1733 ? The Holy Cross is not un-
frequently found in combination with another dedication :
there are at least three churches in England of St Mary and
the Holy Cross. This may conceivably have been the case
at Mark : but the only documentary evidence that has been
produced gives the dedication simply as to the ° Blessed
Mary °.

The dedication of a church to St Mark was exceedingly rare
in medizeval England : indeed not more than four or five
instances are certainly known. We cannot doubt that in the
present case a mistake has been made in modern times, owing
to the change of spelling from Merk to Mark.

Sock Duxxis. ‘This, now an obliterated place’. says
Collinson (iii, 307), ‘ lies at a small distance southward without
the town of Ivelchester. It was given by William the Con-
queror to the Earl of Morton ’. Later it was held ‘ by the
family of Dacus or Dennis, from whom the place obtained the
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in the will just quoted. ° Comban, peraventure shortely spoken
for Columbane’ (Proc. xxxiii, ii, 98).

Meare. St Mary is the dedication given by Browne Willis
in 1733. But the full designation is preserved in the record of
the consecration of the church by Bishop Drokensford on
7 August 1323, in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary, All
Saints, and especially St Benignus. This should not be lost
sight of ; for the only other church of St Benignus that we
have is at Glastonbury, where notwithstanding the revival of
the true dedication not many years ago, St Benedict has again
strangely usurped the position of patron saint.'

1 Browne Willis gave St Benignus in 1733. But in Ecton’s Thesaurus we
have the dubious entry : * Glastonbury St. Benignus Cur. St. Benedict’.



