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in the Greenwell Collection from Icklingham Heath and
Eriswell (Suffolk), and Melton Constable (Norfolk).

E 6. Fragments of thin bronze, much corroded ;: one piece
with rivet-hole ; also a little bronze slag. Depth 8-3 ft.

F 4. Scraper of black flint, with much of the cortex re-
maining on the back. Depth 6-3 ft. A rough scraper was
also found at a depth of 12.5 ft.

F 5. Long., narrow flake of dark flint, having a saw-like
edge. Depth 7-8 ft.

H 3. Weaving-comb of antler (length 6} in.), the eight
teeth graduated and much worn down ; thread-marks are seen
on the back of the teeth. The shaft is reduced to a blunted
point at the butt-end, and about 1} in. from it there are
shoulders on either side—a feature which is not exemplified in
the large series of combs found in the Glastonbury Lake Village.
The type is, however, represented at Meare (see combs, Nos.
HH 16, HH 63, ete.). Depth 8 ft. Figured in Plate X1V.

H 4. Dentated end of a plain weaving-comb of antler, most
of the short teeth broken ; originally there were ten. Depth
6-7 ft.

H 5. Butt-end of handle of a weaving-combh of antler,
ornamented with four tranverse and parallel grooves. Depth
101 ft.

W 2. Halt a spindlewhorl of rather thin, black pottery,
broken across the hole. Depth 5-3 ft.

W 3. Spindlewhorl of tin with flat surfaces ; diam. 25 mm.
(1 in.)., much corroded. Depth 8 ft.

W 4. Spindlewhorl of sandstone, having flat surfaces ;
split and damaged ; diam. 38 mm. Depth 7-5 ft.

W 5. Spindlewhor! of light-coloured stone, crackled by
fire ; flat surfaces ; average diam. 38 mm. Depth 10-1 ft.

W 6. Whorl of chalk (?), much decayed, with hole much
larger at one end than the other. Depth 9 ft.

Among other specimens found in Cutting X were :—Part of a saddle quern,
-depth 3 ft. : two knife-cut bones, two dises of black pottery (for games), a
burnt clay sling-bullet, depth 4 ft. to 7-5 ft. ; clay sling-bullet, depth 10 ft. :
and an infant’s skeleton, depth 97 ft.
A carpus of ox, length 185 mm., depth 5-5 ft. to 7'5 ft., represented an
animal 3 ft. 51 in. at the shoulder. A tarsus of horse, length 251 mm., found
at a depth of 105 ft., gave a stature of 12 hands 2} in.
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VI. Rzrics rouxp 1N Currine XIII, Ham Hivr, 1925

B 8. About one-half of a metacarpus of sheep or goat, with
two holes bored longitudinally at the proximal end—a feature
which did not occur in the types of perforated tarsal and carpal
bones from the Glastonbury Lake Village.

Found in Layer 4, depth 4-7 ft. Figured in Plate XIV.

B 9. Bone needle or pin, broken at the larger end ; length
61:5 mm. Layer 4, depth 5 ft.

B 10. Worked tibia of sheep similar to those found in the
Lake Villages." Layer 5, depth 6-25 ft. A rougher specimen
was found in Layer 6.

B 11. Pointed implement of bone, having a socket and
rivet-hole ; possibly used as a spearhead.* It is a common
type and has several varieties; some of these implements
might have been used for a number of purposes. Several
similar specimens have been found on Ham Hill, but B 11 is
figured because it is a well worked example and almost perfect.

Found in Layer 7, depth 12-4 ft. Figured in Plate X1V.

Quite a co]lection of these implements was made by Ms.
Cunnington at All Cannings, and she has given a number of
references.’

B 12. Pricker formed from a splinter of bone; length
44-5 mm. ; similar to B 17 (Plate XIV). Bottom of Layer 7,
depth 12-5 ft.

D 1. Small ball of baked clay with hole bored part of the
way through ; similar to those found in the Glastonbury Lake
Village.* Layer 5, depth 6 ft.

D 2. Sling-bullet of baked clay, of fusiform shape ; length
37-5 mm. (13 in.), of average size.® Layer 5, depth 6-8 ft. Part
of a larger one was found in Layer 6.

E 18. Seal-box of bronze, pear-shaped, the lid of which has
been tinned ; length 30 mm. ; max. width 19 mm. The posi-

1 Glastonbury Lake Village, 419, fig. 149,

2 See manner of hafting in Guide, Early Iron Age Antiquitics, Brit. Mus.
(1925}, p. 113.

3 All Cannings (1923), Plate 8, p. 82.

1 (Hastonbury Lake Village, 5612

5 See table of sizes and weights, Glastonbury Lake Village, 564.
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tion of the side-notch on either side and the three holes punched
in the bottom are well seen in the drawings (Plate XIV).
Depth 15 ft.

Seal-boxes of Roman date have been found commonly in
Britain, and Taunton Museum contains another specimen (of
circular form) from Ham Hill (Site E), 1913.*

The manner in which these seal-boxes were used is described
in the British Museum guide books.*

K 19. Bronze brooch of thistle-shaped outline, the thin
circular plate connected with the cylindrical cover for the
spring. In this type a short, broad bow usually connects the
spring-cover with the circular, or more often lozenge-shaped
plate. The form of the foot is sometimes described as fan-
shaped, or in the form of a bird’s tail. The top of this specimen
is rough and exhibits solder, showing that the ornament,
perhaps of enamel or tin work, has been lost. The pin is
complete and the catch-plate perforated by a hole 2 mm. in
diameter. - Length of brooch 42 mm.; max. diam. 22-5 mm.

Found with Roman antiquities at a depth of 1-5 ft. near the
seal-box (E 18). Figured in Plate XIV.

Part of a similar fibula was found on the E. side of the N.
spur (East Valley) of Ham Hill in 1907.°

The nearest parallel the writer has been able to find is the
iron brooch, silvered, found at South Ferriby, N. Lincs. (Hull
Museum).* :

The brooch, E 19, appears to be a degenerate form of the
type from which it was derived, and in pursuing its study
reference should be made to the following brooches of this type,
among others: A fibula found at Camerton, Som. (Bristol
Museum) ;° two found at Santon Downham, Suffolk ;* others
from South Ferriby (op. cit.); one found at Hastbourne ;’
others from Winterbourne Bassett (Devizes Museum); and

1 Proe. Som. Arch. Soc., LXI, Ivii.

2 Antiquities of Roman Britain (1922), pp. 95-96 ; Greck and Roman Life
{1908), p. 167.

3 Proc. Som. Arch. Soe., LIII, i, 88,

4 Hull Museum Publications, no. 39, Feb. 1907, Plate xxviii, 4 and 4a.

5 V.C.H. Somerset, I, 292.

6 Proc. Clamb. Antig. Sec., XIII, 159.

7 Sussex Arch. Colltns., LVIII, 193.
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sizes up to 5§ in. in diameter." They may, of course, have been
used for a variety of purposes, but the great majority of them
are too clumsy and rough (often with an excentric hole) to have
been intended for spindlewhorls. Some of these holed stones
may have been used to prevent rats and mice climbing down
the strings by which baskets of food were suspended from the
hut roof. This safeguard is adopted by some savage tribes at
the present day—for instance in Samoa.

The writer first drew attention to these holed stones in 1902.*
In the excavations conducted at * Ham Turn ’ they have been
commonly met with, both in the Roman deposits and with the
early Iron Age remains found deeper.

The following table shows the relative position of the thirty
specimens found in Cutting X and Cutting XIIT (1925) at
‘Ham Turn’

Approx, depth below highest point at

| surface.
| — L o
| 27 to , |75 to| 10’ to [ :
45 5 g" 10°5” 11-60) 125
J.
I. Plain discs ! 33 — 3 5] — 1%
II. Dises perforated more or |
less in the centre ‘ 2 1 1 64 1 1
ITI. Dises with indications of ‘
a central hole having 1
been begun but not |
completed ... e A —_ 18 3 —_ 1

S 7. Part of a stone mace-head (?), of which presumably
about one-half remains. The fracture is across what appears

t There is a good specimen also in Taunton Museum from Pitney. Two
large perforated dises of stone were found on the West Moors, near Buttern
Hill, Alternun, E. Cornwall (Proc. Soc. Antiq. Lond., 2 ser., XXI, 456-461,
with illustrations). See also a paper by J. Graham Callander on a collection
of Perforated Stone Objeets from the Garioch, Aberdeenshire (Proc. Soc.
Antig. Seot., XXXVII, 166-177, with three plates).

2 Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., XLVIII, ii, 28,

3 Smooth surfaces.

4 Diameters 3 in. to 3} in.

® Hole started from one surface only.
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This Hornbeam must date, therefore, from at least as far back
as the earliest years of the Bronze Age.

In the Journal of Ecology Mr. Miller Christy issued a valuable
paper on the Hornbeam, and he noted its discovery (p. 44) in
excavations on Roman sites at Hengistbury Head, Hants,
1911-12; Wroxeter, Salop, 1914; and Hambleden, Bucks,
1915.

The discovery of nuts of the Hornbeam in much earlier
deposits, as Mr. Christy says, ° suffices to dispel any supposition
that the tree was introduced by the Romans. . . . The tree
has been accepted as indigenous by nearly all those writers on
British forest trees who are best qualified to express an opinion.’

VIII. List or DoNATIONS TO THE ExcAvATION FUND DURING
THE YEAR 1926

£ -m £ & d.
H.R.H. the Prince of Goodland, Roger 0 5 0
Wales (Duchy of Corn- MeLean, Mrs, D. H. 010 6
wall) S 5 0 0 | Moysey, C. F =% 0
Society of fh‘mquaueb of | Paynter, J. B. 1 0 0
London i . 10 0 0 | Skuee, J. E. 010 0
Taunton Field Club 2 2 0 | Tapp, Dr. W. M. 1. 1 O
Northern Branch, S.A. | Box Collection 0 8 7
N.H. Society 1 1 0 | Bank Interest 0 4 10
Bulleid, Dr. A. . 100 0
Clive, Capt. E. A, B. 010 6 £24 14 5

A Statement of Accounts for the years 1925 and 1926 will be found on p. xxii
of this volume.

Nore.—Plate XIV,—the five specimens, B2, B3, 118, 120, and
S 4, were drawn by Mr. H. C. Charlewood, and the remainder by
Mrs. St. George Gray. The writer also wishes to thank Mr. E.
Sprankling for his drawing of the piece of repoussé bronze.



