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TrE list of pieces of pre-Reformation ecclesiastical embroi-
dery existing in the parish churches of this county is not an
extensive one, for only in eight churches have examples been
discovered.

It may be well to say something about the various stitches
used in medieval vestment embroidery, that we may see under
which head the examples we have can be classed.

1. We can omit stitches used in tapestry, hangings, kneeling
cushions, ete., as these were of too coarse a description to be
used in vestment adornment. y

2. This will leave us with two stitches which were most in
use, although many writers would sub-divide these again under
various heads. The first, and the commonest, is the ‘ opus
plumarium ’, the second, and much the more beautiful of the
two, is the ¢ opus Anglicum, or Anglicanum ’.

The opus plumarium was so called because all the stitches
lay side by side in the same direction, like the feathers of a
bird. These stitches could be so small that the result looked
more like a painting than work done with a needle, or so
coarse and bold that the design would tell at a considerable
distance.

The opus Anglicum was really a very fine chain stitch, made
by passing the needle through the small loop formed by the
previous stitch. If a figure was being worked, the chain began
in the middle of the cheek and proceeded round and round in
a coil. Then a thin iron rod, ending in a smooth bulb or knob,
was brought into use. It was slightly heated, and the knob
pressed into the cheeks and throat where it produced a hollow,



























