PART II.—PAPERS, ETC.

Rew Views respecting Stonchenge.

An epitome of the Presidential Address given by the late Lt.-Colonel the
Hon. Aubrey Herbert, m.p., at the Society’s Annual Meeting, Dulverton,
July 10th, 1923.!

FTYHE HON. AUBREY HERBERT in the opening sen-

tences of his address expressed the hope that his choice
of subjects would be acceptable, for although beyond the
confines of Somersetshire the rise and development of Stone-
henge in the remote ages cannot have taken place without
some influence on the early dwellers within that county.
New facts and ideas concerning this ancient monument recently
gleaned and put forward may even go to prove a still closer
connexion, for it seems possible, or even probable. that some
of the megaliths of which Stonehenge is constructed were
transported from their source across Somersetshire to Salis-
bury Plain. It issurely, therefore, not out of place for Somerset
men of to-day to take into their serious consideration the new
theories that are propounded.

Quite recently Dr. H. H. Thomas of the Geological Survey
has made an investigation into the petrographical character
of the foreign stones that compose the inner circle and horse-
shoe at Stonehenge, and he arrives at the conclusion that all
the thirty-four foreign stones with the exception of the altar-
stone are identifiable with and furnished by rocks that outecrop
at the eastern end of the Prescelly Mountains in Northern
Pembrokeshire—more than 150 miles distant from Salisbury

1. This epitome was kindly edited, at the Council’s invitation, by Dr.
H. H. Thomas, Petrographer to H.M. Geological Survey.
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to the waters of the Western Cleddau at Canaston Bridge —
from early times an important position on that river—ig a
distance of no more than ten miles. Thence they could
proceed by log-raft to the safe waters of the Haven, and
hugging the shores of the Channel enter the mouth of the
Parret or Avon. An easy journey from the head of the navi-
gable water over the watershed and across the comparatively
open plain would bring them to their goal. This, surely, would
be the natural, as it would be the quickest and easiest, line of
travel. All this, however, presupposes physical and social
conditions that are not easy to imagine as having existed in
those early times. Although our surmise may be correct we
have no evidence that, in the uncharted period before the
stern discipline of Rome introduced us to culture and order.
such an adventure as we have outlined would have been an
easy matter.

The consensus of scientific opinion as to Stonehenge regards
the principal features of the monument and the great trilithons
as belonging to the early Bronze Age, that is, somewhere about
1700 B.c. Dr. Thomas has expressed the opinion that the
Pembrokeshire stones were amongst the first to be erected on
Salisbury Plain and thus were older than the main fabric. 1t
seems almost impossible to imagine, existing in this country
at such an early date, a condition of things that would allow
of the knowledge of scarce and sanctified stones in Pembroke-
shire and of their remoyval to Salisbury Plain. It demands
on the part of the people dwelling at that period in Pembroke-
shire a higher degree of civilisation than that of the dwellers
in the southern part of Britain—a proposition that appears
inherently improbable.

Whatever the date of construction, however, one point of
supreme interest clearly emerges from the diverse views, and
that is that this great monument—as unique as the Pyramids
of Egypt—is the work of more than one period. It is prob-
able that three distinet periods of construction or reconstruction
will be proved, and that, as held by Sir John Evans, the latest
of these extended into the Age of Metals.

From its nature, pre-history is a fruitful field for imagina-
tion, but, through the protective work of the Society of Anti-
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quaries, and the diligent researches of Colonel Hawley and
other workers at Stonehenge, we are gradually acquiring a
vast number of valuable facts that are directing our specu-
lations into safe channels along which we may ultimately pass
to certainty. Much more remains to be discovered, many
difficulties have to be overcome and divergent views recon-
ciled ; but by the exhibition of patience and the astute use of
local knowledge, we may do much to unveil the truth and to
prevent imperfect or impossible hypotheses.



