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as read, especially as it did not relate to Wiveliscombe. The

paper is printed in Part II.

The President then said that as this would he the last

meeting in that hall, he took the opportunity to thank the

Local Committee at Wiveliscombe for the great kindness the

Society had received at their hands, and he would especially

name the Secretaries—Mr. Luttley and Capt. Hancock.

The proposition was carried with acclamation.

Capt. Hancock, in acknowledging the President's remarks,

on behalf of himself and Mr. Luttley, said that they, and their

fellow-townsmen, most highly appreciated the visit of the

Society, and were pleased that their efforts for their welfare

had been so satisfactory.

The proceedings then terminated.

Sthmidap tension.

The start was made rather earlier than usual; a goodly

number leaving Wiveliscombe station by the 8.20 train, for

Dulverton. At the station there conveyances were found

ready, and the weather being perfect for the occasion, the

Members enjoyed a drive through this picturesque district

which will not soon be forgotten.

Drushfoud Church.

The first visit was to Brushford church, where the Society

was welcomed by the Rev. C. St. Barbe Sydenham, the Yicar.

Mr. Ferrey, describing the church, said it appeared to be

all of the same period, the early Perpendicular. Commencing

with the tower, this was very severe and plain ; the arch was

a good specimen, and nicely moulded. The manner in which

the bell chamber was finished at the top was to him quite

unique : he had examined its windows, they were original, and

had not been tampered with. The peculiarity was that the

string-course running round the tower served as the head to

the windows. The font, he was informed by Mr. Dawkins,
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was of Purbeck marble. It was not quite as originally-

designed, the stem being now simply a block of stone. It had

been supported by several shafts, and looked like Norman, but

as it much resembled the Cornish fonts of the 14th and 15th

centuries, he would not say decidedly that it was Norman. If

it were Norman, there must have been an earlier church there.

The rood-loft was a splendid specimen, but the tracery of the

screen under it was a good deal mutilated. The ceiling was

of the same type as those seen on the previous days ;
the ribs,

with the bosses, still remained.

Rev. C. St. Barbe Sydenham said the walls of the chancel

were rebuilt some years ago, but the roof had not been inter-

fered with.

By kind invitation the Members proceeded to the Rectory,

where, with great consideration, breakfast was found hospitably

spread. As it was necessary to divide for mutual con-

venience; whilst some discussed the viands, others examined

in another room the pedigree of the Sydenham family, with

several portraits and other paintings
; as also a collection of

fossils from Eller’s quarry and the neighbourhood, and some iron

from End Hill quarry and Exmoor. The Secretary, rather

anxious, remembering the heavy day’s work to be done, was

obliged at last to sound his call for an advance, and the party

proceeded to

tymht §jmaif.

Capt. T. Marriot-Dodington here took up the guidance,

and explained that since he had owned the house some altera-

tions had been made, but he had in his hand a pen-and-ink

sketch of it as it formerly was. The remaining portion was

supposed to be Elizabethan, but there were traces of an earlier

building, and at one time there had evidently been some means

of defence, and a drawbridge round by the bowling-green.

He then led the way to the interior, which he remarked had

remained unaltered. Some time was spent here, examining

the various curiosities and the panelling of the rooms.
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Dr. Pring, speaking from the lawn, observed that they were

here in the midst of a truly Keltic district, where Keltic

place-names abound
;
and where barrows and other Keltic

features were found in profusion. The British word, cwm—
combe,—which gave a name to this mansion, and which

formed the suffix in the name of the town in which they had

met (Wiveliscombe ) was more frequent in Somerset than in

any other county. The Keltic word, cwrt—court, was also

frequent, as was testified by the number of court houses and

courts everywhere met with. In this particular district they

had, too, the Kymric prefix, tre, in Treborough and in Tres-

combe
; i.e., Tre-is-cwm—the dwelling at the foot of the vale.

They had, further, the Keltic caer in Carhampton, just as it

was in Cardiff, etc. Leather Barrow was a corruption of the

Keltic word, Llethr—a steep ascent ; the side of a hill.

gaujlirutge.

Slowly, all in good time, the drive was now commenced for

Exmoor. Leisurely strolling, with much walking and a little

riding, a charming journey was made through the lanes and

woods, by the banks of the rivers, with a charming sky and

glorious sun above to make all perfect. Arrived on the sum-

mit a halt was called, to gather the stragglers and rest the

horses—and, above all, to enjoy a scene so new to the majority.

Bev. C. St. Barbe Sydenham pointed out the principal

features of the district surrounding. To the south, on the

opposite side of the river Barle, which flows round it on three

sides, was a circular hill of considerable size, called Mouncey,

or Mounceaux, Castle. Just near the brow of the hill, hidden

by a thick growth of underwood, was a massive wall or rampart

of earth and stones, for the most part loosely put together,

but exhibiting here and there traces of more careful work-

manship, not unlike the old British remains at Worle. Inside

this wall, which went quite round the hill, was a ditch, from

six to twelve feet wide. Some nine miles further up the Barle

was a similar mound, on a hill, called Cae, or Cow, Castle.
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He attributed both to Belgic-British occupation. Hawkridge

Castle, a steep bluffoyerbanging the Dune Brook ; and Brewers

Castle, occupying a like position on the Barle, were next

pointed out. There were no traces of earth or stone wall to

be seen at these spots, and they probably served as outlooks to

the encampment on the opposite side. Turning westward, the

course of the Dune Brook, a mountain stream flowing into the

Barle at a spot called Castle Bridge, could be followed for

some distance towards its source on Exmoor Forest. This

stream was called, in the old forest surveys, the Dunmokes

Broke, and formed then, as now, one of the boundaries be-

tween the counties of Devon and Somerset. To the north,

some ten miles distant, Dunkery Beacon—the highest

point save one in the West of England—could be seen dis-

tinctly
; and to the north-west, at a still further distance, the

green slopes and romantic combes of the once royal forest of

Exmoor caught the eye, lighted up by the sunshine of a

glorious summer day.

Dr. Pring quite agreed that where the name Castle was

associated with large earth-works or camps of the Belgic-

British type just referred to, it pointed to their Keltic origin.

It was the true Keltic word, “ castell,” was prevalent through-

out Wales ; and in one instance in this county they still had

the true Keltic idiom, in which the general descriptive word is

placed first and the personal or specific word follows it,

actually preserved in Castle Neroche. Numerous other in-

stances, however, in which this name was applied to gigantic

earth-works, were no less truly Keltic; an example being

furnished by the Belgic-British camp at Wiveliscombe, which

is known only as “ Castle.”

gaurluiidfle (Church,

about two miles from the resting place, kindly left open for

inspection, was passed, as time was precious, and the party

proceeded gently to
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<$oni Stop.
The scene here being so new, and the structure itself so

novel, a few minutes were again allowed for a general rest and

survey, and to enable the weary to come up.

Rev. R. L. Bampfield, of West Anstey, here volunteered

some information. It was a place to which he often came for

a quiet afternoon or a little pic-nic. Some stones, as they

i saw, called steps, formed a kind of bridge across the Barle.

n He would not pretend to say anything about the date of them.

1 He had carefully measured the bridge, and found that the

i
length, including the approaches, was 180 feet. It was five

Ufeet wide, the covering stones being about six inches thick.

[There were seventeen spans, with an average of fifteen feet

between the piers, the widest being in the centre. The height,

when the water was at its ordinary level, was three feet ; the

average depth of the water was two feet two inches, but in

times of flood it rushed over the top. The most puzzling

thing was the question of its antiquity. He had been informed

that there were bridges of this character in China, of a com-

paratively recent origin. There was a legend about this

’bridge. Another name for it was the Devil’s Bridge
;
a com-

jmon name in many places. They had one on Dartmoor, one

jin North Wales, and one in Switzerland. The legend here

Was that the Devil formed this bridge entirely for his own

benefit; and being, of course, spiteful, he determined that it

should not be used by mortal man. He raised it in one night;

but, towards morning, coming with the finishing load of stones,

his apron-string broke, and the stones fell to the ground. One

of these was to be seen at Mouncey Castle, another is in the

wood hard by. Taking his seat at a picturesque spot, near the

bridge, he denounced destruction upon the first creature which

should venture to cross. From the one side a cat was cun-

ningly sent over, and as it touched the other side it was torn

to pieces. The spell being thus broken, the parson was the

next to cross, when some very uncomplimentary words, of the
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pot and kettle order, passed between the two. The Devil

called the parson a black crow ;
to which the parson replied

that he was not blacker than the Devil. The Devil seems to

have retired from the combat, and the bridge was then open,

and here it was still. As it was supposed to be not quite

finished—-and he believed there were signs that it was intended

to go farther—perhaps this would be accounted for by the

accident to the apron-strings. The name Torr had sorely

troubled people : some had supposed that it came from Thor,

the Saxon god. They had a Torr Farm close by, and also

the surname as Tarr common in the neighbourhood.

Professor Boyd-Dawkins said he would call attention to a

very obvious fact—-that this bridge represented a well-defined

stage in the development of bridge building. They saw in

these stones the first improvement upon stepping-stones. The

first idea was of arranging stepping-stones, by which people

could pass over a stream without getting their feet wet. In

the course of time it was found advisable to choose higher

stepping-stones. In the course of ages it struck some brilliant

inventive genius to pile up the stones, and then to place flat

stones across the others, to form a rude bridge. This kind of

bridge was not uncommon with early races. This was one of

the most rudimentary specimens of a bridge which could be

found all the world over. He knew of nothing which would

help him to fix the date. He had never seen one exactly like

it. It might possibly have been a track-way, traversed by the

Kelts of the district. It was a very singular structure. The

stones, he thought, wrere of Devonian rock
;
and the local

circumstances did not imply that a great labour would be

required in bringing them there. They would be carried by

means of poles lashed to them, on men’s shoulders.

The Rev. H. H. Winwood said it had been his intention to

have prepared a paper on the Culm Measures, some portion of

which they had passed over in their morning’s drive, but recent

absence from England had prevented him from doing so. He
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would, therefore, make some general remarks upon the

Devonian beds of this district, for further details he must refer

the Members to a paper in their Proceedings, written a few

years ago by Mr. Cssher, of the Geological Survey. Looking

at the geological map kindly held up by the Professor, they

would see that they had been passing from the Culm Measures,

a series of Carbonaceous shales and grits, on to the Devonian

rocks ;
i.e. 9 from strata of a more recent to those of a more

ancient date. These beds may be said to have a general strike

from N.W. to S.E. ; of course the disturbances which have

taken place through a long series of past time, have caused many

variations from this normal strike, and added much to the diffi-

culty in tracing their proper succession. At the same time it is

owing to the absence of this uniformity in the strata that the

charming irregularities in the surface contour of the country,

and the varied nature of rolling hill and deep combes through

which the Members have passed, are due. These beds then

which have caused so much controversy, may be divided into

upper, middle, and lower Devonian. The upper consisting of

a series of greenish slates and brown grits, called Pilton and

Baggy beds, resting upon a mass of grey, purple, and lilac

Sandstones, called Pickwell Down grits, from their great

development at Pickwell Down, near Morte Bay. The mid-

dle are composed of a series of glossy slates, unfossiliferous in

their upper portions, and called Morte slates, succeeded by

the Ilfracombe slates with limestone bands; sometimes this

limestone consists merely of rotten brown patches and pockets,

but wherever these lenticular patches of limestone occur, these

fossils are found. Below these come in a series of coarse

siliceous grits, called Hangman grits
;
then succeed the Lower

Devonians of the Foreland, a series of grits and sandstones

about which very little is at present known. However, with-

out wearying too much with any more geological details

—

probably a very dry subject to many present—he would merely

remind them that the geology of the ancient Torr Steps before



Torr Steps. 65

them could be easily read. They had just heard that these

steps had been brought here by the aid of the Devil. Geolo-

gists, who knew anything of the district, did not require his

assistance to account for their presence ; doubtless any number

of slabs of that nature might be found close at hand by a little

searching, as they were composed of the purplish grits of those

very Pickwell Down basement beds of the Upper Devonians, on

which they were then, or had been recently, standing.

Mr. Langrishe observed it occurred to him that the name

Torr was only the Somerset mode of pronouncing Toher, which

is the Anglicised form of the Keltic word Tochar—a causeway

commonly written Togher in Irish names. (See Joyce’s

Dictionary ofIrish Names). Many Tohers still exist in Ireland,

and the name is often found in use where causeways were made

in ancient times over bogs and streams. His native place, in

the County of Kilkenny, is called Knocktopher, anciently Cnoc

—a tochar, the hill at the causeway. The ancient tochar still

exists there over the stream, formed of great flags of Devonian

rock, and constructed in much the same way as this one, though

much less in extent. He was acquainted with a great number

of Keltic structures, formed as this is, of large flag stones, laid

without mortar—on rough blocks ; laid either on their natural

beds, or set on edge or on end, according to the purpose for

which the structure was intended, whether causeway, dolmen,

or giant’s grave. He had no doubt whatever that this is an

ancient Keltic causeway. They had just heard the amusing

legend of the work having been performed by the Devil.

There are many such legends attached to ancient structures,

and if they are in general such useful works as this one, the

legendary personage who erected them must have been a very

good sort. Amongst the wonderful works ascribed to him, he

might mention the Devil’s Bit Mountain, in Tipperary. In one

of his journeys through Ireland, the Devil is said to have been

carrying his mother on his back (another good deed), and as

his way lay across this steep range of hills, in order to save the

Nenv Series
,
Pol, IX., 1883 , Part I. i
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labour of climbing over it, be bit out a piece, and formed the

large chasm known as the Devil’s Bit
; he is said to have carried

the piece between his teeth until he came to Cashel, where he

dropped it, and it became the famous Bock. There is the little

difficulty to be got over, that the mountain is a hard grey sand-

stone, and the Bock of Cashel is carboniferous limestone, a

point which he would leave to the two Professors present to ex-

plain. On looking at the map, it seemed clear that the route by

Torr Steps was in the easiest line from Barnstaple to Minehead

and the south coast of the Bristol Channel. This would sug-

gest further that they had formed part of a principal road

from the earliest times.

This derivation, and the consequent origin of the Steps, was

accepted as the right one, and as settling all other speculations.

In the conversation which ensued, it was remarked as to any

difficulty in getting such stones in place, that they could easily

be floated down attached to timber, in favourable states of the

river. The combined power of many men too could do it. In

India, now, a large number of men may often be seen moving

heavy stones slung from poles carried on the shoulders. The

earliest form of bridge would be the most simple
; the number of

spans, and the flat top stones, from one to more, being increased

to meet requirements. These in time give place to the arch, and

with it to heavier structures.

The return was made by another route, across the moor

to Mouncey Gate. At Mouncey Gate the stag hounds

had met a little earlier, and it happened that the stag passed

but a few yards from the foremost of the party. The difficul-

ties of the descent, necessarily very slow with heavy vehiches,

had not been quite allowed for, so that fully half an hour was

lost from the calculated time, not much in so difficult a journey.

Arrived at Dulverton, however, a most welcome and excellent

luncheon was found ready, well served by mine host of the

Lion. A rather long time too, was taken here, and Members

gathered but slowly at the
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parish (flutrcft,

where they were received by the Rev. F. T. Bassett., the Vicar.

Mr. Ferrey said the building was much like the Cornish

churches in plan : the nave and chancel being under one con-

tinuous roof, and the aisles extended from end to end the same

height as the nave and chancel. The tower was older than the

rest of the church. The nave arcade was of the type found in

North-west Somerset and in Devon, the capitals being of very

small height, but with some delicate carving in them ; a screen

formerly divided the nave and chancel. The roof was of the

characteristic style of Somerset.

Rev. F. T. Bassett stated that when the church was "re-

stored ” it was made nine feet wider, and so they had sacrificed

the proportions of the building for the area gained. The old

columns had been re-erected.

Mr. Green mentioned that in 4th Rich. II, the rectory of

Bryfford had land under the Manor of Dulverton. On the

death of the rector, in 6th Rich. II, an attempt was made to

claim this for Dulverton Manor, the result being a suit in the

King’s Court, where, after trial, Dulverton lost, and the jury

found that "a carucate of land, called Nottuford, worth thir-

teen shillings and fourpence, was part of the glebe of Brifford.

The Vicar of Dulverton paid six shillings per annum to the

Priory of Taunton, but he seems to have been lax in this matter,

as in 1318, according to the Register of Bishop Drokensford,

writs were issued against him for non-payment on the 12th

January and 26th October, 1318, and again 21st April, 1319.

In 1445, the vicar was charged thirteen pence for a subsidy

against the Saracens and Turks. In 1289, the dues payable to

the Priory amounted to £3, and this sum was found the same
in 1535. At the dissolution, Henry VIII gave the parsonage

to John Carse, yeoman, the bailiff of the Lordship of Dulver-

ton for his life, at a rent of £12 13s. 4d.
; also all the rectory

of Dulverton, parcel of the Priory of Taunton, and all the tithes

of the rectory and the capital mansion of the same, with the
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Court Barn, and two closes called Strayers Park containing

four acres ; the great trees and woods growing on the said pre-

mises to be excepted. Carse also got two pieces called

Buggethole and Lewcote. By patent, 1st Mary, 1553, the

Queen granted the rectory, with the annual rent of £12 13s. 4d.,

and all the site of the capital mansion, the tithes, etc., subject

to the life interest of John Carse, to the Dean and Chapter of

Wells “ in free, pure, and perpetual alms,” with whom it still

remains. Several early transfers and matters relating to small

holdings of land are found, by themselves of no interest, but as a

whole they enable us to get a glimpse of the gradual emancipa-

tion from villeinage, the rise of the copyholder, so to the small

and larger freeholder, and with their rise the many changes as

the result. Whether the names of properties are associated

with the names of individuals or the individuals give their names

to their properties, may be thought of, and perhaps save much

speculation. In 4th Edward III,Walter de Pykaston (Pixton)

had a messuage and four furlongs of land, a very small lot but

not to be had easily, which he held by “ the services due to the

Lord of the Fee.” Whether for the same property, or whether

this quantity was then the usual sub-division, in 18th Henry

VII there is an agreement between John Halswell for a mes-

suage and four furlongs of land in Pykateston, the rent being

now six shillings and eightpence per quarter. There were

larger holdings, as in 9th Edward IV there was an agreement

or concord, in which several names are included, for 146 acres

of land, 30 acres of meadow, 82 acres of wood, and 116 acres

heath and gorse, in Dulverton
;
and for 30 acres of land called

Aysshewey Monceaux, which John Monceaux then held for his

life. There were other lands called Hyndesham, which John

Hyndesham held for his life ; others called Aysshewey Baleigh

;

and others called Chillcote, which John Chillcote held for his

life. In 15th Henry VII, Thomas Broughton held 120 acres

of land in Luscombe, and Spyre, and Dulverton ; and in

Lussecombe there was another holding of 60 acres. One of
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those curious episodes met with in early days occurred here,

when, in 15th Edward III, 1341, William Patrich ofDulverton,

Simon de Raleigh of Nettlecombe, with the Vicar of Dulver-

ton, and others, attacked and “ unjustly ousted ” Thomas

Comyn from a tenement in Dulverton and fifteen acres of land

and half an acre of meadow. A little, apparently very small,

further episode is of interest, as it relates to questions which in

a few years must be matters of curiosity and wonder. In

1663, Mr. Edward Phelips, junr., acting as a magistrate, re-

ported in a letter to London, “ We are come from Sessions and

only one nonconformist tried, who promised conformity at our

mercy, upon a fine of six shillings and eightpence.” Then he

concludes, “ The Devil of Dulverton is well at Sessions, and I

am to meet him on Wednesday at Dulverton.” This gentle-

man seems to have been partial to the district from an early

time. The name was formerly sometimes written Dauerton

;

pronounced, perhaps, as Dawverton.

Dr. Pbing then raised the question as to the meaning andl

derivation of the name of Dulverton. The guide books were

right in discarding the notion that it had anything to do either

with the place or its inhabitants being in any way dull, but no

solution of the name had, so far as he knew, been hitherto sug-*

gested. We must here follow the rule of seeking its etymology

in the oldest known form of name, viz., the Keltic, which would

be drawn from the natural features of the place. Now it is

admitted that there was formerly a ford here over the river

Barle, and this river presents to us at this point a very remark-

able bend, as may readily be seen by reference to the ordnance

map. Dol, then, in the Keltic, means tf a bend in a stream or

river,” and if we take this in connection with the existence of a

ford at this point, we shall get D 61-ford-ton, the ford-town at

the bend of the river. This certainly agrees with the natural

features of the place, and if any one will pronounce the word

Dol-ford-ton he will see how readily it passes into Dulverton.

Much less violence is here done to the original than in many
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other instances,—as in Bridgwater for Burg Walter, Brighton

for Brighthelmston, and other similar examples. It is interest-

ing to note that in the adjoining county of Devon we have

the two names which we here find combined in Dulverton—

•

Dolfordton, somewhat widely separated and each possessed

of only one distinctive feature. Thus, at Crediton we have

the name of Fordton, on a stream which joins the Creedy.

This, however, as the name implies, was merely an ancient

ford, and presents us with no bend at this point. Again, six

miles north of Hatherleigh, we find a remarkable bend in the

river Torridge, just similar to that in the Barle at Dulverton,

and here the Keltic Dol presents itself; but as in this case no

ford apparently ever existed at the spot, it furnishes simply the

name of Dolton to the parish by this deep bend in the river.

Getting again to the conveyances, a quiet drive brought the

party to

aiiicit; godi.

This rock, the great feature of interest for the afternoon, is

close on the main road, adjoining a quarry, a few hundred yards

beyond Barlinch ruins.

The Hon. Sec., as soon as all had come up, said that the

rock was supposed to have a very special interest, as the mark-

ings they saw on it had been attributed to glacial action—to the

slow downward movement of a large mass of ice, in those long,

long distant ages they had heard about, but found probably so

difficult to realise before giving the subject some careful study.

The doubt would be settled to-day.

Professor Boyd Dawkins said this was the first time he

had ever seen those marks. They looked very much like the

marks left by glaciers in some parts of the world. At Llanberis

Pass there were marks on the rocks which must have been

produced by glaciers ;
and in the Pyrenees, and the valley of

the Garonne, grooves like these upon the rock, with lines of

ferns and various shrubs upon them, were visible. At Llanberis

and in the Garonne there would be no doubt they were carved
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by tbe action of ice, gliding on large masses of stone, which

acted in the same way as a diamond did on glass and iron. But

he was obliged to draw a distinction between the marks before

him and those which he had alluded to as being so like them.

These most admirable examples of carving in rocks were

brought about by very dissimilar causes. When we compared

the marks here with the marks in the stone quarry just behind,

there could be no doubt that these had been brought about in

the same manner as those which they saw on the rock surface

there. In this particular instance it was perfectly clear that

ice did not make the marks. The next question that interested

them was how they had been produced. They were produced

in a manner which many of them who had studied the surface

of the earth were familiar with. The rocks had been traversed

by lines of breakage . One side of a fracture in the rock had

been moved over the other side, just in the same manner as they

saw one thing sometimes fall over another. They might have

been produced swiftly, or they might have taken 10,000 years.

This point was of very great interest to him. The marks of

the glacier action in this sunny region of England were most

unsatisfactory. On the other side of the Severn they found

any number of marks which owed their existence to the action

of ice. He did not believe that this part of the country was

affected by glaciers in the same way as other parts north of the

Severn. The question of the distribution of masses of ice was

one of very considerable interest and importance, but he was

not able to recognise it in this instance. These grooves were

caused by a moving mass of rock operating in a fissure, or in

what was known to geologists by the term “ slickensides —
where one side of a rock slid down the other. He would now
make way for Mr. Winwood, who would perhaps give them

another side of the shield.

Mr. Winwood said that he was quite unable, in the present

case, even with the exercise of the greatest audacity, to

give them the other side of the shield. Although he had ven-
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tured before to differ from his friend, in the present instance

there could only be one opinion. Evidently the peculiar rolled

and polished surface of the rock before them was due to joint-

ing and sliding. He had never seen these rocks before, and

his expectations had been much raised as to the reported dis-

covery of traces of glacial action in these Devonshire and

Somerset hills and combes ; for his part, he had never believed

that up to the present time any unmistakeable traces of the

presence of ice in these districts had been found. The Taunton

Museum certainly possessed a piece of sandstone, found in

Somerset, and supposed to bear glacial markings on its surface ;

but even supposing this were really the case, a single bit of

evidence of such a doubtful character was insufficient to estab-

lish the fact that ice had once filled these valleys. And now

we have these markings on the Weir rock proved on investiga-

tion to be due to causes well known to practical geologists, and

not to the agency of ice ; so that the former presence of glaciers

in these parts still remains non-proven. These rocks belonged

to the base of the Upper Devonian, and appeared to be similar

to the grits at Torr Steps. Luckily for those who required

ocular demonstration of the correctness of these statements,

they had only to walk just round the corner into the quarry and

they would see a fine section exposed.

The party then proceeded to the quarry, and Mr. Winwood

pointed out, on the beds of sandstone, precisely similar mark-

ings, which had only recently been exposed by the quarryman.

lartittnh fhtioitg.

Walking back to the ruins of Bariinch, an attempt was made

to inspect the remains, now in the garden
;

after which.

Rev. J. Gr. Howes, Rector of Exford, gave an account of

the Priory.

Standing here upon the margin of the upper Exe, one cannot

help remembering with some amusement the strange mistake of

Collinson in his account of the parish of Brompton Regis. He
says that William de Say, the possessor of the Manor of
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Brompton, in the time of Henry II, founded a small priory of

Black Canons “ on the little river Barle, on a spot called from

it Barlinch.” 3 Whatever may be the meaning of the name

Barlinch, we may be sure that it has nothing at all to do with

the name of the river Barle. The name was anciently written

Berlic, Berlych, or Berliz. The word seems to divide itself

naturally into Ber and Lynch ; the former syllable coming from

a word signifying barley-corn, which appears in our familiar

barn and barton ; the latter, a word which sometimes stands by

itselfin the place-names of West Somerset, signifying, I believe,

a balk or tract of land. The name Berlych, however, had a

wider application than to the meadows surrounding the priory.

There is mention in the Charter, to be spoken of presently, of

Berlic wood (nemus); of the plain below the mountain of the

high wood of Berlic ; and of the land of Berlicford.

In this pleasant valley, under the shadow of the high wood

of Berlych, some seven hundred and odd years ago,

4 William

de Say founded his small priory of regular Canons of St.

Augustine. They were not monks, properly so called, but

belonged to an order which had frequent rivalries and con-

troversies with the monks ; they were Canons living under a

strict rule
; and the rule which they followed was that which

was attributed in ancient times to the great Bishop of Hippo .
5

The church of Berlych was dedicated to St. Nicholas.

There is in Dugdale6 only one charter of the Priory of

Berlych. It is dated the 13th Edward III, i.e. } 1340. But

this charter recites two older charters, both of the 40th Henry
III ,

7
*.e., 1256 ; to one of them the witness was the famous

Richard de Clare, Earl of Gloucester. From these earlier

charters it appears that the chief original benefactors to the

(3). Collinson v. iii. p. 503.

(4). Collinson, I do not know on what authority, gives the name of a Prior,
Walter, in 1175.

(5). This rule is given in the early ed. of St. Augustine as Ep. cix.

(6). Vol. vi., pp. 385 ff.

(7). Collinson has “ fourth of Hen. Ill j” but this must be a misprint.

Ne<w Series
,
Vol. IX. 1883, Part I. k
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Priory, next to William de Say, were his daughter Matilda;

Johanna de Ferrariis or de Ferrars, and her son, who is called
“ Johannes de Averenges” or John de Avranges. These

three persons were, I believe, successively possessors of the

Manor of Brunton, i.e.} of King’s Brompton, or as it was often

called, Brunlond.

We learn from Domesday that the Manor of Bruneton, as it is

there written, a free manor and then constituting a Hundred by

itself, was held in the time of Edward the Confessor, by Gytha,

wife of Earl Godwine and mother of Harold. It passed into

the hands of King William, who, when Domesday was compiled,

held it himself. From the charter it appears that Upton, or at

least a considerable portion of it, was then included in this

manor.8 It is a fair presumption that it was so originally.

Upton is not mentioned in Domesday. It is assigned by Mr.

Eyton to one of the originally royal manors ; but it seems more

likely that it formed part of the manor of the Countess Gytha.

This manor then was held at the end of the reign of Henry

II by William de Say, and from him it passed to his daughter

Matilda. What relationship existed between Johanna de

Ferrars and Matilda de Say, who is said by Collinson to have

married William de Buckland, I have not ascertained. There

is a rescript of 1st Henry III (1216), which directs that full

seisin of the manor of Brunland should be given to Robert

de Ferrars; 9 and in 1223 there is mention of Robert de Ferrars

and his wife Johanna.10 Whether the Johanna of the charter

were the widow or the daughter of Robert de Ferrars (it is

not likely that she was a more remote relation), it appears that

a Johanna de Ferrars married into the family of de Avrenges,

and brought with her the manor which she transmitted to her

son. He did homage on succeeding to her possessions in 1252.11

But he did not enjoy them long. He died early, leaving a

(8). The Mountain of Upton is mentioned in Johanna’s demesne.

(9). Rot. Lit. Claus. I. p. 293.

(10.) Ib . I. p. 5G9. (11). Rot. Fin. II. p. 147.
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widow
(
Amicia) and young children, and an encumbered estate.

There is notice of his indebtedness to one Salomon, a Jew, of

London. In 1259 the King granted the custody of his estates,

during the minority of his heirs, to two of his own personal

attendants, “ vallettis suis,” viz., Wm. de Renham and Emericus

Bezill. He married, as his second wife, Isabel, daughter of

William Ferrers, Earl of Derby, and relict of Gilbert Basset.12

Soon afterwards the Besill family appear in full possession of

the manor of Kingsbrompton. The Prior of Berlych had as-

sumed manorial rights 13
;
but in 1276 an agreement was entered

into between Matthew de Besil and his wdfe Elizabeth, on the

one side, and the Prior of Berlych on the other, whereby the

Prior gave up to the said Matthew and Elizabeth the manor

of Bromland, and Matthew and his wife gave up to the Prior,

the advowson of the church of Brompton Regis, reserving to

themselves and their heirs the patronage and advowson of the

Priory of Berlych.14 The manor was held by the Besills for a

considerable time
; and they are said to have had a house at

Bury. But it is not my purpose to follow the descent of the

manor any further.

The benefactions of the three persons whom I have men-

tioned are enumerated at great length in the charter. Other

early benefactors
( i.e ., before 1256) were Reginald de Mohun,15

Luke de Felkeford or Feskeford, and Galfrid de Boveney.

Benefactions of lands and mills and water-courses, and of rent

charges on lands and tenements, are specified in full detail.

One church only is as yet mentioned, that of King’s Brompton

(where in Domesday time was a priest holding one hide de

eleemosyna'), which was given to the priory by Matilda de Say,

together with the tithe of her expenses in pane et coquind, and

the tithe of the skins of all wild animals. There seems to

have been no church as yet at Upton, nor is any mentioned in

(12). Rot. Fin. II. pp. 266, 314. (13). Rot. Hundred II. p. 138.

(14). “Sicut antecessores sui habuerunt,” Abrev. Placit. 4tb Edw. I.

(15.) This was most likely Reginald, Earl of Somerset, who died in 1257.
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the taxation of 1292.16 The great tithes of Brompton and

Upton were, I suspect, already possessed by grant from

William de Say.

Between the years 1256 and 1340, the date of the charter of

Edward III, numerous benefactions were made by a host of

benefactors ; and the influence of the Prior and Canons must

have steadily increased. In some parishes they obtained by

successive benefactions preponderating influence. Thus at

Morebath, first an Abbess of Gfodstowe, Isolda,17 and her con-

vent, gave them a tract of land
;
then one John Cornyn added

all his land in the Manor of Morebath ; next Robert Burnell,

then Archdeacon of Yorke,18 and afterwards Bishop of Bath and

Wells, gave them the manor itself, with all its rights and ap-

purtenances; and, lastly, Warine de Bassingbourn gave them

100 shillings a year, together with the advowson of the church

of that manor. Thus the Prior and Canons became paramount

at Morebath. Reginald de Mohun gave them the manor and

church of Marnneleke (Marynaleigh) in Devonshire. Nearer

home they obtained the church of Winsford by apparently a

double donation. For the charter tells us that AYilliam de

Regny, lord of Asholt, gave them one “ ferling
99

of land in the

manor of “Northwynesford,” which landWalter de Northcote

some time held, together with the advowson of the church of

that “vill 99 But from documents atWells it appears that in the

time of Reginald, [Fitz-Josceline] Bishop of Bath, who was

elected Archbishop of Canterbury in 1191, and died the same

year, Alicia Roges gave to the church of St. Andrew at Wells,

and the Bishop, the church of Winsford, with all its appurte-

nances, to be held like their other churches and prebends ; and

(16)

. There was at some period a chapel at Bittiscombe in Upton. In the

Taxation of Pope Nicholas there is mention of “Ecclesia de Bruneton cum
capella.”

(17)

. The name of Isolda de Derham, Abbess of Godstowe, occurs in 1262.

Dugdale v. iv. p. 359.

(18)

. He is so described in a document relating to this gift preserved in the

Liber Albus at Wells.
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further, that before 1268, by the gift of 200 marks from Hugo

de Romenall, formerly treasurer ofWells, the Prior and Canons

of Berliz purchased a rent of 100 shillings a year, with half a

“ virgate ” of land in the manor of Winsford, and the advowson

of the church of that place.19 I can reconcile these statements

only by supposing that there were conflicting claims which were

settled by the transference of all asserted rights to the priory

;

Hugo de Romenall making peace by supplying to the Prior and

Canons the means of compensating the authorities of Wells

for the loss of the advowson. There was a chantry afterwards

established for the said Hugo. Other transactions of various

kinds, some having reference to the payment of pensions to

the cathedral church, others to the arrangement of chantries

and chantry services, took place between Berlych and Wells.

The charter mentions also the acquisition of the church of

Hillfarrence
;
and at a date subsequent to that of the charter,

1387, the church of Bradford, near Taunton, was appropriated

to the priory.

This appears to have been the last instance of the appropria-

tion of a church to the Prior and Canons of Berlych ; at least

I find no mention of any other church in the account given in to

the Commissioners of Henry VIII. I have been able to glean

but few particulars concerning the history of the priory during

the last two hundred years of its existence. There are records

of the appointment of certain Priors ; and there are records of

the suspension or deprivation of some of them. Thus Prior

Thomas Thornbury is said to have been suspended from his

office for dilapidations on December 16, 1461. John Norman
was Prior at the time of the Valor Ecclesiasticus, in 26th Henry
VIII

; and John Berwick was Prior in 1537, when by Act of

Parliament the priory and all its appurtenances became the

property of the Crown. Some of the churches connected with

the priory, notably those of King’s Brompton and Winsford,

had long been endowed vicarages. There is mention of a

(19). Liber Albus at Wells.
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“ Vicar of Bruneton,” by name William, in the time of Johanna

de Ferrars. In 1280 certain small tithes were assigned to the

Vicarage of Winsford, together with a croft, and a long cattle

shed; Robert Burnell being Bishop of Bath and Wells, and

Matthew de Molton Vicar of Winsford
;
and in 1453 there

were added to the vicarage glebe six crofts and a meadow;

the Vicar, however, undertaking to pay to the Prior and

Canons, on the former occasion ten shillings, and on the latter

twenty shillings a year. When the dissolution came the annual

value of the property taken possession of by the Crown was

found to be about £172 ; a sum equivalent, I suppose, to more

than £2,000 of our money.

Mr. Green said they must thank Mr. Howes for his timely

information. They would remember that when they visited

Ford last year its preservation was attributed to the fact that

it was roofed with tile. Here the case was different. From

the Land Revenue account (bundle 1392, file 132) it is found

that there were at Barlinch 13 “foder,” and 213 lbs. of lead, not

quite 13 tons, all delivered to the custody of Richd. Abbyndon,

Mayor of Bristol, and Anthony Payne, to be held for the

King. Payne, under cover of a warrant to him for Keynsham,

pretending that this lead was included, sold it and put the pro-

ceeds in his own pocket. As with other places, when thus

unroofed, it would soon decay or be destroyed.

In the Historical MSS. (3rd) Report is mentioned an engage-

ment of Barlinch in 1268 to pray for one H. Romney.

Mr. Ferret gave such particulars as he could of the plan,

forming his remarks from other buildings of the Austin Canons.

The cloisters would have been on the south side, and at the

south transept there would be a narrow passage. The re-

fectory would be on the side opposite the cloister. As the

buildings had so nearly disappeared he was afraid he could not

say much about them.

Rev. J. Coleman observed that when one of the cottages

they saw was about to be built, on digging the foundation some
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vaults were found paved with encaustic tiles. There were a

few bones, and he thought this would be the situation of the

church.

Mr. Langrishe suggested this may have been the crypt of

the church, now so entirely gone.

There was one other visit marked on the programme, to

Barston House, but the Secretary very reluctantly, and not

until the last moment, found it necessary to omit it, as it neces-

sitated a divergence from the road, for which the time was

hardly enough with the now weary horses. As the train must

be caught it was very undesirable to mar the comfort of so

pleasant a day by a fiasco at the finish.

A halt was made at the cottages by the road turning to

Barston, and a special messenger, with regrets and apologies,

sent to the Rev. Sackville Berkley, who was known to be

waiting to receive the Society, and ready to give some curious

information from the registers at Morebath. This will not be

lost, however, as it is printed in Part II. With ample time

now, and consequently no anxiety, the road for Dulverton

station was taken, very slowly from necessity.

On assembling in front of the Carnarvon Arms Hotel,

The President said they would think him more deficient

in his work than he really was if, when England expected every

man to do his duty, he neglected in the name of the Society to

give their best thanks to the Dulverton Local Committee for

the arrangements they had so kindly made, and especially he

would name their local Secretary, the Rev. J. Coleman.

Mr. Coleman, acknowledging the compliment, said he

hoped every Member of the Society had enjoyed the proceed-

ings as much as he had done. He much regretted that so few

of the Dulverton people were with them.

Mr. Chisholm-Batten begged, on behalf of the Society,

to express their gratitude to the President, Mr. Surtees, for

the manner in which he had discharged his office, and for the

sympathy and geniality he had shown to all. He would say
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nothing of his intellectual qualifications, for these were suffi-

ciently well known.

Mr. Surtees briefly replied, and proposed a vote of thanks

should he accorded to Professor Boyd Dawkins and to Mr.

Winwood for the hearty manner in which they had contributed

to the success of the meeting.

Professor Boyd Dawkins said it had been an exceeding

pleasure, both to himself and to Mr. Winwood, to be present

with them. He had, during the last twenty-five years, taken

the deepest interest in Somerset antiquities. Many years ago,

John Bichard Green, an old Member of the Society, and him-

self had devised a scheme for a History of Somerset: not a

documentary history, but a history of the antiquities, the

geology, and the agriculture. It would have been a very great

work, but no publisher would take it up. He would always,

when possible, do feebly for the Society what J. B. Green

would have done well. What he had accomplished in so short

a life might be a lesson perhaps to those who lived so much

longer.

Votes of thanks were then accorded to the contributors of

papers and to the Secretary. There was now ample time for

tea or other refreshment, and the 6.55 train was duly taken,

this difficult day and a delightful meeting terminating without

mishap.


