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rr^HE Forty-first Meeting of tlie Society was field at

Minefiead, on Tuesday, July 30tfi, and tfie following

days, in tfie handsome and spacious new Town Hall, which

had been kindly lent to tfie Society for tfie occasion.

In the absence of tfie outgoing President, tfie Lord Bishop

of the Diocese (who was detained at Wells for tfie celebra-

tion of his golden wedding day), the Chair was taken by Mr,

E. Chishot.m-Batten, who briefly introduced Mr. G. P,

Luttrell as tfie President of tfie year.

The Peesident first called upon the Rev. J. A. Bennett,
Hon. Secretary, to read tfie

gfpoitt of the

Your CouQcil are glad to be able to say they have nothing

but good to report of tfie Society during tfie past year.
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The number of your Members has increased from 520 to

550, and new Members are continually being added.

The Funds of the Society are also in a satisfactory state ;

the balance in hand on the General Fund being £91 17s. 5d.

;

and the balance on the Castle Purchase Fund debt has been

reduced from £431 17s. od. last year, to £329 19s. 3d.

Your Library has been greatly enriched during the year,

especially by the munificent gift of the late Mr. Surtees’s

Library, presented to the Society by the kindness of his

widow. Lady Chapman. This Library amounts to about

3,000 volumes, and is the most extensive and valuable present

the Society has ever received. The manuscript collections of

the late Rev. F. Brown, consisting of more than 100 volumes

of abstracts of Somerset wills, have also been presented to the

Society by his son, Mr. F. Latham Brown; and a very

valuable illuminated MS. copy of Higden’s Polychronicon,

wndtten by the Monks at Keynsham, about 1377, has been

presented by Mr. Kerslake.

^^Your Council have also to report the presentation to the

Museum of the magnificent collection of Red Deer heads

belonging to the late Mr. Fenwick Bisset, killed on Exmoor,

and given to the Society by the kindness of Mrs. Fenwick

Bisset. It has been remarked by persons capable of judging,

that there is no such collection of horns in any local Museum

in the country.

‘‘ In accordance with the resolution of the Society at the

General Meeting held at Wells last year, your Council have

inquired into the subject of the motion then made by the Rev.

Prebendary Coleman, and find that the book in question is a

book of accounts of the parish of Cheddar, and that it came

into possession of the Society in the ordinary course, amongst

a large collection of miscellaneous papers bought by the

Society. Such books are not considered as parish property,

but Mr. Colman has been informed that he is at liberty to take

a copy of it if he thinks fit.



Report of the Council. 3

“ The Council beg to call your attention to the meeting of

the Society of Antiquaries, to which you sent delegates last

year. It will be the duty of the Society to say if they accept

the terms of uaion, and approve of the programme agreed

upon by the delegates, so far as it applies to this county.

Two delegates should also be appointed to attend the next

meeting of the Society of Antiquaries.

‘‘Your Council have to report the acquisition of a valuable

piece of land adjoining the Castle wall, and including ground

formerly a bastion attached to the Castle. It has just been

purchased by the kindness of Colonel Pinney, and at his ex-

pense, and conveyed to the Trustees as part of the Taunton

Castle property.

“Your Council beg to submit the name of the Right Hon.

Lord Carlingford, to be Patron of the Society, in the place of

Viscount Portman, deceased.

“Your Council regret to have to announce the loss, by

death, of W. E. Surtees, Esq., long a valuable Member of the

Society, and one of your Vice-Presidents
; also of J. H.

Pring, Esq., M.D., for some years an active Member of your

Council.

“ Among the contributions to Somerset history recently

published, mention should be made of the Rev. F. Weaver’s

Incumbents of Somerset; a third volume of Somerset Wills,

printed from the Rev. F. Brown’s collections
; a volume by

Mr. E. Green, on The Preparations in Somerset Against the

Spanish Armada; and Bishop Fox's Register, by Mr. Chisholm-

Batten.

“ The Catalogue of your Library is printed, and will shortly

be ready for issue. It is proposed to prepare and print a

Catalogue of the Surtees Library as a supplement.

“ Signed, by order of the Council,

“30th July, 1889.”

“ E. Chisholm-Batten.
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Mr. H. J. Badcock read the

SJwasuiifr’s 3n[co«iit.

The Treasurer in Account with the Smnersetshire Archceological and Natural

History Society, from January 1st to December 31st, 1888.

Dr.
1887, Dec. 31st. £ s d

By Balance of former Account 57 0 8
„ Members’ Entrance Fees ... 16 5 6

„ Members’ Subscriptions in
Arrear ... 8 8 0

„ Members’ Subscriptions for
the Year 1888 262 9 0

„ Members’ Subscriptions in
Advance 3 2 6

„ Excursion Tickets 15 15 0

„ Museum Admission Fees ... 25 7 1

„ Sale of Publications 13 14 8

Or.
1888.

To Expenses attending Annual
Meeting...

„ Stationery, Printing, etc.

„ Purchase of Books, Binding, etc.

„ Coal and Gas ...

„ Bepairs, &c.
„ Printing and Binding vol. xxxiii

,, PostageofTol. xxxiiito Members
„ Illustrations

„ Curator’s Salary, 1 year to Christ-
mas, 1888

„ Subscription to Harleian Society,
1888

„ Subscription to Harleian Society,
Kegisters, 1888...

„ Subscription to Palseontograpbi-
cal Society, 1888

„ Subscription to Bay Society, 1888

„ Subscription to Early English
Text Society, 1888

„ Subscription to Pipe Boll Society,
1888

„ Subscription to Somerset Eecord
Society, 1888

„ Insurance
„ Bates and Taxes
„ Postage, Carriage, etc. ...

„ Sundries
„ Balance

£ s d

25 18 8
26 15 4
19 18 10
19 19 5
3 7 5
81 6 9
6 10 9
5 13 3

85 0 0

110
110
110110
110
110
110
4 10 6
12 4 9
9 12 8
2 4 11

91 12 2

£402 2 5

1888, Dec. Slst.

Balance ... .. £91 12 2
H. J. BADCOCK,

Treasurer.

1889, July 26th. Examined and compared with ) ADFBED MAYNABD.
vouchers, and found correct, | EDWIN SLOPEB.

Sfamiton (Jastk fuiichass ^uad.

Treasmer' s Account, from January 1st to December 31st, 1888.

Beceipts.
1888. £ s d
By Donation from Mr. Good-

land ... ••• •• 10 6

,,
Bents of Premises ... 58 19 9

„ Bents of Castle Hall ... 69 5 0

„ Proceeds of Fancy Ball,
held at Taunton, 20th
Dec., 1888 32 14 10

,, Balance ... ... ... 329 19 3

Expenditure.
1888, Dec. 31st.

To Balance
„ Bepairs to Buildings, etc.

,,
Bates and Taxes

,, Castle Hall Expenses and Su
dries ...

„ Gas
„ Insurance
„ Interest on Loan

£ s d
431 17 5
16 18 10
6 19 5

4 15 8
6 6 2
3 16 6
20 15 4

£491 9 4 £491 9 4

1888, Dec. 31st
Balance £329 19 3

H. J. BADCOCK,
Treasurer.

1889, July 26th. Examined and compared with the
)
ALFBED MAYNABD.

vouchers, and found correct, j EDWIN SLOPEB.



Election of Patron and Officers. 5

Dr. Peioe moved the adoption of the Report, which was

seconded by Mr. Geeenway, and carried.

The Treasurer’s Account was also passed, on the motion of

Canon Buckle, seconded by Colonel Beamble.

Bishop Hobhouse wished to ask a question about the pub-

lication of the annual volume. He said that inconvenience

w^as caused by the very late appearance of the printed report,

sometimes eight months after the close of the Society’s

meeting for the year, and he wished to ask why it w^as so

late. He was not putting any blame on the Secretary,

because this thing had been going on for several years, before

their Secretary was in office. There were clearly some reasons

why he w^as hampered, and he did not impute any blame to

the Secretary, on yvhom, primd facie, it fell.

The Hon. Seceetaey explained that the delay was due

to the fact that the work of printing the report was let to a

firm which had not a large number of hands. With a view to

remedy this delay, they had invited tenders from other firms,

but they found that it was, on the whole, better to allow the

printing to remain as it was.

On the motion of the Peesident, Lord Carlingford was

elected Patron of the Society by a unanimous vote ; the

President pointing out that he had always shown great interest

in the Society, and had been President for two successive

years.

Mr. E. Chisholm-Batten proposed the re-election of the

Vice-Presidents, the Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Secretaries, Com-
mittee, and the Curator (Mr. Bidgood).

The Rev. G. Theing, who seconded, said that Mr. Bid-

good had for many years taken a great deal of trouble in

connection with those meetings. He had shown unvaried

courtesy to every Member, even when asked wffiat might be

regarded as impertinent questions.

The resolution w^as carried.
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®hi! Ilciiort of thi; Somerset |lecortt pocielg

was then read by the Hoi^. Secretary (the Kev. J. A.

Bennett) :

—

Again, in this, the third year of its existence, I have the

pleasure of being able to give a good report of the state and pros-

pects of our Society. The number of its Members has increased

from 121 to 134, and the finances are in a satisfactory state.

It may be as well, however, to note that it will probably be

necessary, as time goes on, to spend more money for transcrip-

tions than has been the case hitherto. Through the generosity

of our editors, who have given not only their time and labour

to the usual work of an editor, but have also provided the

texts, the Society has been saved very heavy expenses; but

it can hardly be expected that this will always be so. Our

next volume will be a set of Churchwardens’ Accounts from

several parishes, chiefly between the years 1450 and 1570.

It is already in progress, under the editorship of Bishop

Hobhouse, and promises to be a volume of peculiar interest

in the vivid picture it will give of the actual life of our country

parishes in past times. The accounts of the Record Society

showed that the balance in the bank per last account was

£104 Os. 6d. Additional subscriptions for 1887 amounted

to £17 17s.; the subscriptions for 1888 were £124 16s.;

subscriptions from new Members, £19 19s.; total receipts,

£270 13s. 9d. The expenses were mainly for printing and

transcribing, the balance remaining being £135 11s. 4d.”

The Hon. Secretary added that he thought that this was

the best time to correct an error which he had inadvertantly

allowed to pass in the Presidential address of last year. It is

there stated that the Register of Bishop Fox would be brought

out under the auspices of the Record Society. The Society

cannot claim this honour. The work, he understands, is due

entirely to Mr. E. Chisholm-Batten.

Mr. H. Hobhouse, m.p., in moving the adoption of the
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report and accounts, said the Society had gone steadily on-

wards in prosperity, but on looking through the list of sub-

scribers he missed a good many names which he would have

expected to see there. The Society was doing a very good

work, and deserved the support of all who care for the history

of the county.

Mr. Foxcroft seconded, and expressed the hope that

Members of the Archaeological Society who were not Members

of the Record Society would not only subscribe to the latter,

but urge their friends to do so.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. H. G. Moysey moved a vote of thanks to Lady

Chapman for her noble present of nearly 3,000 volumes.

Most Members, he said, would remember the assiduous atten-

tion, the great ability, and the kindly manner of the late Mr.

Surtees, and it was pleasing to them that his widow had done

something which would perpetuate his memory in that Society.

Mr. Moysey also asked the Meeting to record the thanks of

the Members to Colonel Pinney, who had presented the Society

with a piece of freehold ground, containing the foundations

of one of the bastions of the old Castle. He hoped other

Members of the Society would follow Colonel Pinney’s ex-

ample. Colonel Pinney was free to do what he pleased, and

he had done something for which the Society had reason to be

grateful.

The resolution was heartily agreed to.

Thirteen new Members were next elected, and the Hox.
Secretary read the following proposals, which had been

received from the Society of Antiquaries, London ;

—

Confmnne of Societies.

At an adjourned Meeting of the Conference of Archgeo-

Societies, held at Burlington House, on May 7th, 1889, it was

agreed that the following recommendations be submitted to

the President and Council of the Society of Antiquaries,
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with a request that they should receive their favourable con-

sideration —
I.—That a Register of Antiquarian and Archfeological

Societies, hereinafter termed ‘ Societies in Union,’ be kept at

the Rooms of the Society of Antiquaries, and that any Society

desiring to be placed on the Register should submit its appli-

cation to the Council of the Society of Antiquaries, who shall

grant or refuse it as they think fit.

—That every Society in Union shall send its Publi-

cations and the Programmes of its Meetings, to the Society of

Antiquaries, and in return shall receive a free copy of the

Society of Antiquaries’ Proceedings, and, should they desire it,

a copy of ArchcBologia at the same price as that at which it is

sold to Fellows.

III.—That if, on any discovery being made of exceptional

interest, a Society in Union shall elect to communicate it to

the Society of Antiquaries before themselves making it matter

of discussion, the Society of Antiquaries, if it adopts it as

the subject of a paper at one of its Ordinary Meetings, shall

allow the Society in Union to make use of any Illustrations

that the Society of Antiquaries may prepare.

—-That any Officer of a Society in Union, or any

person recommended by the President, Vice-President, Chair-

man, or Secretary, or by two of the Members of the Council

of a Society in Union, shall, on the production of proper

vouchers, be allowed to use the Library of the Society of

Antiquaries, but without the power of removing books, except

by the express permission of the Council of the Society of

Antiquaries.

“ y.—That from time to time a Congress shall be held in

London, the first to be summoned during the present year.

The Council of the Society of Antiquaries shall be Ex-

ojficio Members, and the President (or in his absence one

of the Vice-presidents) of the Society of Antiquaries shall

be President of the Congress. Six Members of the Council
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of the Rojal Arclieeological Institute, six of the Council of

the British Archaeological Association, and four of the Council

of the Cambrian Archaeological Association, may be nomi-

nated by these Societies to represent them at the Congress.

Each Society in Union may send two Delegates to the Con-

gress.

VI.—That the object of the Congress be to promote the

better organization of Antiquarian research, and to strengthen

the hands of the local Societies in securing the preservation

of ancient monuments, records, and all objects of Antiquarian

interest.

“ VII.—That for this purpose it shall promote the foun-

dation of new Societies where such appear necessary, and the

improvement and consolidation of existing Societies where

advisable, and suggest the limits within which each local

Society can most advantageously work, and the direction in

which it appears most desirable at the moment that the efforts

of the Societies in Union should be exerted.

" YIII.-—That the Societies in Union be invited to furnish

reports from time to time with reference to their action in

these directions. That the Royal Archaeological Institute, the

British Archaeological Association, and the Cambrian Archaeo-

logical Association, be requested to offer to the Congress any

remarks which may be suggested by their Annual Greneral

Meetings or otherwise.

“ IX.—That the Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries

be requested to act as Secretary of the Congress, with whom
the Secretaries of the Societies in Union can correspond, and

that the Council of the Society of Antiquaries be requested

to advise on any matters which may arise in the interval

between one meeting of the Congress and another,”

Upon the motion of Bishop Hobhouse, seconded by Mr.

H. J. Badcock, the Society accepted the proposals. Rev.

W. Hunt and Rev. J. A. Bennett were appointed delegates.

Colonel Bramble said that it would be a good thing if the

Series, Vol. XF, 1889 ,
Part 1 . b
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Society could follow the example of the Society of Anti-

quaries, London, and invite local Societies in the countv to

affiliate themselves with the county Society, and read some
rules which he thought would be applicable.

After some discussion it was agreed that the matter should

be referred to the Committee, with power to act.

Since the meeting the following paper has been received

from the Secretary erf* the Society of Antiquaries :

—

“ Soc. Antiq. Lond.,
^ Burlington House, Picadilly,

« London, TT., July 31st, 1889.

“COXFEREXCE OF AbCHJBOLOGICAL SOCIETIES.

“ Dear Sir,

beg to inform you that the first Congress of Archaeo-

logical Societies in Union with the Society of Antiquaries,

was held here on Wednesday, July 17th, John Evans, Esq.,

D.C.L., LL.D., F.E.S., President of the Society of Antiquaries,

in the Chair, when delegates from the following Societies

attended : the Archaeological Societies of Berkshire, Bristol

and Gloucestershire, Buckinghamshire, Cumberland and

T\^estmOreland, Derbyshire, Surrey, Sussex, TTilts, and York-

shire ; the Boyal Archaeological Institute : the British Arch-

aeological Association, and the Huguenot Society of London.

The delegates from a number of other Societies were un-

fortunately prevented from attending.

‘‘ The following resolutions were discussed and agreed to :

—

I.—That each local Secretary be requested to take into

consideration the desirability of placing on record, on the

6-inch scale maps of the county with which they are con-

cerned. all the local names of fields, and all rehes of antiquity

for which a locality can be fixed.

‘‘ That such maps should be kept in duplicate, so that

eventually a copy may be deposited with the Society of Anti-

quaries.
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IT.—That all local Societies be requested to be on the

watch against any wilful or injudicious destruction of ancient

monuments or buildings, so as at once to bring local public

opinion to bear against the destroyers
;
and that in cases of

what appears to be national importance, the aid of the Society

of Antiquaries, or the Inspector of Ancient Monuments be

invoked.

III.-—That a Committee (consisting of Rev. Canon Ben-

ham, F.S.A., Messrs. R. S. Faber, Edwin Freshfield, ll.d.,

V.P.S.A.; W. J. Hardy, r.s.A., and Ralph Nevill, r.s.A., with

power to add to their number) be appointed to draw up a

scheme for the uniform transcription of Parish Registers and

Records, showing the best form of arrangement, etc., and in

the case of their being printed, the best form of size, type, etc.

“ That the Report of such scheme should give as much

information as possible in regard to printing and publishing,

and such other information as may be likely to be useful to

inexperienced people, who may be willing to undertake the

work of transcribing.

«« IV.-—^Tbat in the case of extracts from Parish Registers

and Records being printed in Parish Magazines, the In-

cumbents be requested to communicate copies to the Local

Societies, and to the Society of Antiquaries.

“ V.^—That the attention of the Local Societies be called

to the proposed Bill, entitled an Act for the Preservation of

Public and Private Records, which it appears may provide for

a long recognised want.

^^It was also resolved that the Council of the Society of

Antiquaries be asked to summon the next Conference in July,

1890.

“ I append a list of the Societies already in Union with the

Society of Antiquaries.

I have the honour to be, yours faithfully,

“ Harold Arthur Dillon, Secretary^ S.AC’

The President then delivered his address.


