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Fig. M11tl showing distribution of non-mari ne mollusca. 

The mapping of the distribution of non-marine molluscs in Vice-counties 5 und 6 has now 
reached :1 stage where we have records for 2S4 1e1rads. about a quarter of the tornl. A glance 
a t the accompanyin~ map (Fig. I) shows that a fair number of these have 57 species or more. 
It is inevitable that sites near the recorders" homes receive a more thorough search and that 
difficully can be experienced in obtaining access permission on private land. However, 1he 
participation of two members of the team in Dis1ric1 Biodiversity Surveys has added a 
wealth of new records 10 the total. There ure still plenty or gaps, however. ,rnd we welcome 
records from individu.ils. 

It is becoming increasingly clear that some species of aquatic mollusc espc..-cially can be present 
in rclativcly <.fo;crete popul:11ions. The nationally rare Large-mouthed Valve Snail llafrma 
111acm.1·111111a has so fa r been found in a very limited number or sites in a sma ll nrea of \\lest 
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Sedgemoor. The reason for this appears raradoxical since there are many other di tches similar in 
terms of shape and size, water chemistry. and the range of nora and other fa una present. There 
seems no apparent reason for Lhe snail's limited distribution. We know so liulc or the 
requiremcn1s of individual species and whilst some. Wondering Snail L_rnmaea peregra. Ram·s­
horn l'lwwrbis 1ila11orhis and Whirlpool Ram·s-horn Am'.ms l'Ortex. for c:.;ample. a.re found in 
almost nny ditch on the Somerset Levels :rnd Moors. others. like Nauti lus Ranfs-horn Am1iger 
crista and White-lipped Ram·s-horn A11isw; le11co.1·10111a. arc found in isola1ed popula1ions. Some 
species can be li nked 10 pollu1ion levels. For example. Moss Bladder Sn.iii Aplc-:rn ltyp11or11111 
and, to a lesser extent, Common Bithynia Bitlt,rnia 1e111aculata . arc more tolerant of anoxic 
conditions and can, therefore. be fo und in sites which exclude o ther less tolerant species. 

Another paradox revealed itself in a recent survey of the molluscs in a ditch on Catcoll 
North Reserve belonging to the Somerset Wildlife Trust. This ditch ,1·us freshly dug out in 
1996 from the origina l totally dried-out and vegetated di1ch a long 1he cast side of Janc·s 
Drove. Here we fo und a 1hriving colony of Armiger l'risu, h,df way a long the .1pproximately 
250 m ditch but nol at the souLhern end where the ditch connects 10 an existing ditch along 
Higher Rope·s Drove. This snail is minute, up to 2 111111 across. with heaut ifully sculptured 
shell. How did it colonise this new ditch if it did not travel from a previously-e.xi~ting di tch? 
Was it carried on the feel of' birds, or even on the ditch-excavating machinery? 

Aq uatic molluscs can iakc a long time 10 colonise new ditches. In two ditches dug on 
Catcull North in 1983 and 1984 two species of ram·s-horn mollusc. Twisted Ram's-horn 
Barh_l'ompha/11.1· comorrus and Fial Ram·s-horn 1-/ipflelllis complmwu,, took ten years to 
travel approxim:1tely 250 m from the southern ends of the ditches. where they arc connected 
by pipes 2 m long to the muin ditch system, to the blind-ending. northern ends of 1he ditches. 

These parado.xes all add 10 our problems in ditch management. especially with regard to 

species Iha! apparently form discrete popula Lions. 
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