
SHORT COMMUNICATIONS 

HOYERFLIES IN WOOD: AN EXAMPLE OF M f\NAG EMENT CONFLICT 

The lists or hovcr!ly species und ot her insects rcccin:d by the Somerset Invertebrates Group 
from two of its members. E.T. ;tnd D.A. Levy. illustrate the dinicult task reserve managers 
have in determining appropriate strategics for their reserves. For example. woodland poses a 
particular probh.:m in 1ha1 certain 1axa flourish in wondland edges. glades and rides. whereas 
mhcrs depend on deep woodland. Hovcr!lics and bu1tcrllics. in panicular. require sunshine. 
cover and nectar sources. whereas the many c repuscular species found in !car litter. such as 
millipedes and pseudoscorpions. do not nourish in a disturbed. open environment. Ted and 
Dave Levy. following a visit lo Penn Wood Nature Trail. note tha1: 

This i~ an c.\cdlcnt inscc1 W(>Od as c;1n be St:.:n by the hul\t:rny and hovcrny Ii: i.$. though It ,till 
lacks species 1ha1 w..:re present in the 1970s. One of the big at1rac1ions is the large stantls of 
Hogwted and Angdica plus clumps of thi~tlcs ,ilong the ritle~. h would be nice 10 see a fell" more 
dcarctl spaces among lht 1rccs which might a lloll" ground nma such as violcls IO increase from 
which a bcncr friti llary pnpulatinn could result. 

Srni th·s paper in volume 4 ( 1996) of this journal examined this problem in his review or 
current thinking on woodland management. concluding 1hut ccnuin species have an absolute 
need for deep woodland conditions. and arguing the case fo r non-intervention management. 
Possibly one solution 10 this dilemma is the creation of woodland edge and glades by 
planting ou1sick the deep wood. This is an argument in favour of larger reserves rather than 
smaller isolated pockets. II i$ worl h no1ing that there are grants available for plan1ing and 
main1ai11ing woodland in which there is an allowance for 20'½, open ground which cun be 
ll$Cd for appropriate edge managcmen1 for $pecies needing light. The Levys also sta te: 

It should .olso he burnc i11 mind 1ha1 fallen Limber anti tree stumps arc the ro:aring lmhita ts of 
some or our rarest hovcrnics. whose lan·ae feet.I in the ro11ing wootl. It is recom1111.:11d,·tl that 
such timber is left i11 si111. and 1101 bur111 or poisoned. 

An example is Xylola sylvarum found in Cockroml. Pcnsclwood and Bril!y Cot111110 11. Castle 
Neroche. and which is also quoted by Tony Pa rsons in his s1udy or Tlw Saprox_rlic 
!111·1'r1£!hro1e.1· ri{ Binc·ombc• Hill. Cre1rken1e. He writes: 

A single female llying slowly around the hollow hasc or a bccd1. including t•ntcring 1he eavi1y 
and landing al the edge of a ronl-[11)0I. l1 is certain th,ll this insect was seeking a suiwbk 
breeding site. The la r\'a feeds in decayed hcurtw1lod of various •~~s including underground and 
abo1·c-ground in rot holes. 

These comments apply 10 deep wood species also and follcn timber should 1101 be removed or 
burnt ·for tidiness sake·. 

The Editorial Board would welcome comments on this or any o ther environmen1al issue 
where man11gcmcn1 strntcgics for different species need to be recogni5ecl . 
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