
NATURAL HISTORY NOTES 

VASCULAR PLANTS 1992 

Records in the following list add to or modify the information in the Flora of Somerset 
(1981 ). The nomenclature of the list is that used in the Flora, amended to agree with 
Kent's List of Vascular Plants of the British Isles (1992). The vice-county number is 
indicated, followed by the number of the botanical district. Following the locality is the 
10-km National Grid square, the year of finding if before 1992 and the name of the 
contributor. New vice-county and district records are marked* . Alien species are 
markedt . Names of contributors not printed in full are abbreviated as follows: 
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PTERIDOPHYTA 

Dryopteris carthusiana Narrow Buckler-fern 
5(1) Exmoor, SS 73 . IPG. 

JGK 
M&CK 
DM 
ALP 

Dryopteris aemula (Ait.) Kuntze Hay-scented Buckler-
fern 
5(1) Cornham, Exmoor, SS 73. PRG. 
t Azolla filiculoides Lam. Water Fern 
6(10) Selwood, in R. Frome, ST 75, 1991. P & JG. 
Botrychium lunaria (L.) Sw. Moonwort 
5(3) Broomfield Hill, ST 23. PRG. First record in district since 
1956. 
Ranunculus parviflorus L. Small-flowered Buttercup 
6(10) Henham, Woolverton, ST 75, 1990. IPG. First record in 
district since 1944. 
Ceratophyllum demersum L. Rigid Hornwort 
5(6) West Crewkerne, ST 40. PRG. Small pond. 
Erucastrum gallicum (Willd.) 0. Schulz Hairy Rocket 
5*(7*) Henstridge Marsh, ST 22. PRG. On gravel heap. 
Lepidium latifolium L. Dittander 
6(8*) Leaze Drove, Wookey, ST 44. Miss P. Pockson. Only 
extant locality in vice-county. 
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tLepidium draba L. ssp. chalepense (L.) Thell. Hoary 
Cress 
6*(10*) St. George's Whan, Portbury, ST 57, 1991. M & CK. 
Teesdalia nudicaulis (L.) R. Br. Shepherd's Cress 
5(3*) Willett Hill, Elworthy, ST 03. PRG. First definite 
Somerset record since 1929. 
tBarbarea intermedia Bor. Medium-flowered Winter-
cress 
5(3) North Petherton, ST 23. PRG. First record in district since 
1935. 
tBarbarea verna (Mill.) Aschers. American Winter-cress 
5(2) Porlock Marsh, SS 84. J. Robbins. 
5(3) Spaxton, ST 23, 1991. PRG. 
Rorippa x sterilis Airy Shaw (R. nasturtium-aquaticum x R. 
microphylla) 
5(7*) Henstridge, Milborne Port, ST 71. PRG. 
Rorippa microphylla (Boenn.) Hyland. ex A. Love & D. 
Love Narrow-fruited Water-cress. 
5(2*) Bossington, SS 84. P. & IG. 
Viola hirta L. Hairy Violet 
5(3) Hawkridge, Spaxton, ST 23, 1991. PRG. 
Hypericum maculatum Crantz ssp. obtusiusculum (Tourlet) 
Hayek Im perforate St John 's-wort 
5(5*) Marston Magna, ST 62. MJG. Railway banks. 
Hypericum x desetangsii Lamotte (H. maculatum x H. 
perforatum) 
6(8*) Cheddar, below Mascall's Wood, ST 45. P. Harmes, det. 
N.K. Robson. 
Hypericum pulchrum L. Slender St John's-wort 
6(10) Kingcopse Wood, Norton St Philip, ST 75, 1990. P & 
IG. 
Silene gallica L. Small-flowered Catchfly 
5( 4) As hill, ST 31. PRG. First record in district since 1960. 
t Agrostemma githago L. Corn Cockle 
6(5) High Ham. ST 42. T. Marlow. First record in district since 1948. 
6(10) Faulkland, Hemington, ST 45, 1990. IPG. 
Saponaria officinalis L. Soapwort 
5(7*) Henstridge, Milborne Port, ST 71. PRG. 
tClaytonia sibirica L. (Mantia sibirica (L.) Howell) Pink 
Purslane 
5(1) By Kinsford Water, Exmoor, SS 73. PRG. 
5(2) Porlock Marsh, SS 84. J. Robbins. 
t Amaranthus caudatus L. Love-lies-bleeding 
5*(4*) By new road, Stoke-sub-Hamdon, ST 41. PRG. 
Chenopodium morale L. Nettle-leaved Goosefoot 
6(10) Diary House Farm, Beckington, ST 75, 1991. IPG. 
Atriplex portulacoides L. (Halimione portulacoides (L.) 
Aellen) Sea Purslane 
6(10*) Chapel Pill, Abbotsleigh, ST 57, 1991. M & CK. 
First record on south side of R. Avon although known in 
Gloucestershire on north side. 
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Salicornia fragilis P. Ball & Tutin Yellow Glasswort 
6*(10*) St George's Wharf, Easton-in-Gordano, ST 47, 1991. 
M & CK, conf. F. Rose. 
Salicornia obscura P. Ball & Tutin Glaucous Glasswort 
6*(9*) St George's Wharf, Easton-in-Gordano, ST 47, 1991. 
M & CK. Portbury, ST 57, 1991 . M & CK. 
t Althea hirsuta L. Hairy Mallow 
6(5) Breech Wood, High Ham, ST 43. T. Marlow and IPG. 
tAbutilon theophrasti Medikus Velvet-leaf 
5*(4*) Ashill , ST 31. PRG. Bird-seed alien. 
Geranium pusillum L. Small-flowered Cranesbill 
5(6*) West Crewkerne, ST 40. PRG. 
Geranium purpureum Viii. Little Robin 
6(5*) Castle Cary, by railway track, ST 63. IPG, conf. P.M. Benoit. 
Erodium maritimum (L.) L'Herit. Sea Storksbill 
5(3) Taunton, old railway yard, ST 22. PRG. 
Erodium moschatum (L.) L' Herit. Musk Storksbill 
5(3) Bridgwater, ST 23, 1991. DM. 
Erodium cicutarium (L.) L'Herit. Common Storksbill 
5(6*) Henley, West Crewkerne, ST 40. PRG. 
tEuonymus latifolius (L.) Miller Large-leaved Spindle 
5*(7*) Henstridge, Milborne Port, by disused railway, ST 71. 
IPG. First Somerset record since 1918. 
Trifolium striatum L. Knotted Clover 
5(3) Hawkridge reservoir, Spaxton, ST 23, 1991. PRG. 
Trifolium subterraneum L. Subterraneum Clover 
5(3) Cheddon Down, Cheddon Fitzpaine, ST 23 , 1991. IPG. 
Anthyllis vulneraria L. Kidney Vetch 
5(3*) Durleigh, ST 23, 1991 . DM. 
Lotus glaber Mill. (L. tenuis Waldst. & Kit. ex Wild .) 
Narrow-leaved Birdsfoot Trefoil 
5(4) Misterton, by railway, ST 40. PRG. 
Onobrychis viciifolia Scop. Sainfoin 
5(7) Milborne Port, ST 71. PRG. Milborne Port, ST 72. MJG. 
Vicia bithynica L. Bithynian Vetch 
6(10) Kilmersdon, ST 75, 1990. P & IG. 
Lathyrus aphaca L. Yellow Vetching 
5(4) Staple Fitzpaine, ST 21. IPG. 
Rubus briggsianus (Rogers) Rogers 
5*(3*) Staple Hill, ST 21. L.J. Margetts. 
Rubus rufescens Muell. & Lefev. 
5*(3*) Prior Park, Pitrninster, ST 21. L.J. Margetts, conf. A. Newton. 
Potentilla palustris (L.) Scop. Marsh Cinquefoil 
5(3*) Elworthy, ST 03. PRG. Second vice-county record. 
tDuchesnia indica (Andr.) Focke Yellow-flowered Strawberry 
6(8*) Glastonbury, ST 53. PRG. Escape. 
tSanguisorba minor Scop. ssp. muricata (Gremli) Briq . 
Fodder Burnet 
5(3) West Hatch, ST 22. RSC. 
5(7*) Henstridge, Milborne Port, ST 71 . PRQ. 
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Rosa x scabriuscula Smith (R. canina x R. tomentosa) 
5*(3*) Taunton racecourse hedge, Orchard Portman, ST 22. 
C.D. Preston, det. ALP. 
Rosa canina x R. sherardii 
6*(8*) East Compton, Pilton, ST 64. PRG, det. ALP. 
Rosa obtusifolia x R. micrantha 
6*(5*) Sug Hill, Charlton Mackrell, ST 52. IPG, det. ALP. 
Rosa micrantha Barrer ex Sm. Small-flowered Sweet Briar 
5(3) Spaxton, ST 23 . PRG, det. ALP. 
tCotoneaster integrifolius (Roxb.) Klatz (C. microphyllus 
Lodd. non Wall. ex Lind!.) Small-leaved Cotoneaster 
5*(1 *) Simonsbath car park, SS 73. CJG. 
tCotoneaster x suecicus Klatz (C. dammeri x C. conspicuus) 
6(10) Lullington, ST 75, 1990. IPG. 
tCotoneaster bullatus Boiss. Holly berry Cotoneaster 
6(10) St. George's Wharf, Easton-in-Gordano, ST 57. M & 
CK. 
tCotoneaster rehderi Pojak Bullate Cotoneaster 
6*(5*) Pitminster, near Holman Clave], ST 21. L.F. Margetts, 
det. J. Fryer. 
tCotoneaster sternianus (Turrill) Boom Stern ' s 
Cotoneaster 
6*(10*) St. George's Wharf, Easton-in-Gordano, ST 57. M & 
CK. 
Crataegus laevigata (Poir.) DC. Midland Hawthorn 
5(3) Stoke St. Gregory, ST 32. IPG. 
t Mespilus germanica L. Medlar 
6(9) High Cliff, Clevedon, ST 47. M & CK. 
First record in area since 1938. 
tSedum dasyphyllum L. Thick-leaved Stonecrop 
5(3) Bridgwater, ST 23, 1991. PRG. 
6(10) Faulkland, Remington, ST 75, 1990. IPG. 
Ribes alpinum L. Mountain Currant 
6(9*) Welsh 's Green, Wells, St. Cuthbert Out, ST 54. 
C. Cornell. First record since 1891. 
Epilobium lanceolatum Seb. & Mauri Spear-leaved 
Willowherb 
5(2) Malmsmead and Land Combe, Oare, SS 74. CJG. 
5(5) Marston Magna, ST 52. PRG. 
5(7*) Henstridge, Milborne Port, ST 71. PRG. 
tHedera colchica (K. Koch) K. Koch Persian Ivy 
6*(8*) Combe Lane, Wide Hollow, Glastonbury, ST 53. PRG. 
Escape. 
Scandix pecten-vereris L. Shepherd's Needle 
5(2) Fair Cross, Old Cleeve, ST 03. CJG. 
Bupleurum tenuissimum L. Slender Hare' s-ear 
5(2) Old Cleeve, ST 04. IPG. 
tEuphorbia characias Mediterranean Spurge 
5(4*) Crewkerne, ST 40. PRG. East Lambrook, ST 41. IPG. 
Rumex x mixtus Borbas (R. sanguineus x R. pulcher) 
6(9*) Dundon, ST 43 P & IG, det. Dr. J. Akeroyd. 
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Rumex x muretii Hausskn. (R. conglomeratus x R. pulcher) 
6(9*) Dundon, ST 43, P & IG, det. Dr. J. Akeroyd. 
Myrica gale L. Bog Myrtle 
5(1) Beer Moors, Brushford, SS 82. PRG. First record since 
1907. 
Salix x mollissima Hoffm ex Elwert. (S. triandra x S. 
viminalis) 
5(4*) North Perrott, railway bank, ST 40. PRG. 
Salix x multinervis Doell. (S. cinerea x S. aurita) 
6(10) Chickwell , Hemington, ST 75 . PRG. 
Salix repens L. Creeping Willow 
5(3) Over Stowey, ST 13, 1991. J. Maxwell. 
Armeria maritima (Mill.) Willd. Thrift 
6(10) Easton-in-Gordano, ST 57, 1991. M & CK. Last 
recorded here 1959. 
Anagallis tenella (L.) L. Bog Pimpernel 
6(5*) Kingsdon, ST 52. IPG. 
Anagallis arvensis L. ssp. caerulea Hartmann (A. foemina 
Mill .) 
5(4) Fivehead, ST 32. S. Fisher. First record in district since 
1914. 
Menyanthes trifoliata L. Bogbean 
5(3) Elworthy, ST 03. PRG. 
tSolanum sarrachoides Sendtner Leafy-fruited 
Nightshade 
5*(4*) Lopen, ST 41. IPG. 
Kickxia elatine (L.) Dumort. Sharp-leaved Fluellen 
5(7*) Henstridge, Milborne Port, ST 71. IPG. 
Veronica catenata Pennell Pink Water-speedwell 
5(6*) By Clapton mill-stream, Wayford, ST 40. DM. 
Euphrasia pseudokerneri Pugsl. Chalk Hill Eyebright 
6(8*) Bruton, ST 63, 1964. C.A. Howe, det. P.F. Yeo. 
Specimen in Hb. CGE. 
Lathraea squamaria L. Toothwort 
5(3) Holwell Combe, Enmore, ST 23, 1991. IPG. 
Orobanche hederae Duby Ivy Broomrape 
5(3) Wembdon, Chilton Trinity, ST 23. PRG. 
Mentha x piperita L. (Hairy form) (M. aquatica x M. spicata) 
Peppermint 
5(2) Crexy Combe, North Hill, Minehead, SS 94. CJG. 
Salvia verbenaca L. Wild Clary 
5(3) Durleigh, ST 23, 1991. P & IG. 
Stachys x ambigua Sm. (S. palustris x S. sylvatica 
5(2) Porlock Weir, SS 84. J. Robbins . 
Lamium hybridum Viii. Cut-leaved Deadnettle. 
6(5) West Crewkerne, ST 40. PRG. 
6(10) Buckland Dinham, ST 75, 1990. P & IG. 
Nepeta cataria L. Cat-mint 
5(3) Norton Fitzwarren, ST 12. PRG. 
Campanula trachelium L. Nettle-leaved Bellflower 
5(4) Montacute, ST 41. PRG. 



226 

506/8 

514/5 

533/ 

535/3 

540/lx2 

546/1 

557/2 

558/217 

577/5 

590/1 

597/1 

605/4 

605/ 

606/4 

607/ 

616/2 

649/2 

663/7 

663/60 

683/14 

Somerset Archaeology and Natural History, 1992 

Senecio vulgaris L. f. radiatus Hegi Rayed Groundsel 
6(5) Wayford, ST 40. P & IG. 
Filago minima (Sm.) Pers. (Logfia minima (Sm.) Dumort.) 
Small Cudweed 
5(3) White Ball, Sampford Arundell, ST 01. PRG. 
5*(6*) Chard Junction, railway yard, ST 30. PRG. 
6(10) Moons Hill quarry, Stoke Lane, ST 64. P & IG. 
Chrysanthemum coronarium L. Crown Daisy 
5(6*) West Crewkerne, ST 40. PRG. 
Artemisia biennis Willd. Slender Mugwort 
5(4) Yeovil, ST 51. PRG. First record since 1959. 
Cirsium x grandiflorum Kittel (C. eriophorum x C. vulgare) 
6(5*) Somerton, ST 42. PRG, det. A.C. Leslie. 
Cichorium intybus L. Chicory 
5(7*) Henstridge, Milborne Port, ST 71. IPG. 
tCicerbita macrophylla (Willd.) Wallr. Blue Sow-thistle 
6(8) Butleigh, ST 53 . PRG. 
Hieracium umbellatum L. 
5(1) Below Bittescombe Wood, Upton, ST 02, 1991. P & IG. 
Potamogeton lucens L. Shining Pondweed 
6(10) In River Frome, Farleigh Hungerford, ST 85. IPG. 
First record in R. Frome since 1873. 
Maianthemum bifolium (L.) Schmidt May Lily 
5*(2*) The Parks, Porlock, SS 84. J. Robbins. Escape. 
Gagea lutea (L.) Ker Gaw I. Yellow Star of Bethlehem 
6(10) Stoke St Michael, ST 64, 1988. Mr & Mrs T. Andrews. 
Murdercombe, Great Elm, ST 74. IPG. 
Juncus compressus Jacq. Round-fruited Rush 
6(8) Baltonsborough, ST 53. PRG. 
Juncus foliosus Desf. Leafy Rush 
5(4) Mount Fancy Farm, Staple Fitzpaine, ST 21, 1991. JGK. 
5(6*) Woolminstone, West Crewkerne, ST 40. PRG. 
tLuzula luzuloides (Lam.) Dandy & Wilm. White 
Woodrush 
5*(2*) The Parks, Porlock, SS 84. J. Robbins. 
tNectaroscordum siculum (Ucria) Lindley (Allium siculum 
Ucria) 
5(5*) Sutton Montis, ST 62. MJG. 
tlris versicolor L. Purple Iris 
6*(10*) Emborough Pool, ST 65 . P & IG. 
Arum italicum Mill. Italian Lords and Ladies 
6(10) Eaker Hill, Chewton Mendip, ST 55. PRG. 
Carex viridula Michaux ssp. brachyrrhynca (Celak) B. 
Schmid. (C. lepidocarpa Tausch) Long-stalked Yellow 
Sedge 
5(3) Goathurst, ST 33, 1991. IPG. 
Carex disticha Huds. Brown Sedge 
5(3) Spaxton, ST 23, 1991. PRG. 
5(6*) Chard, ST 30. IPG. 
Bromus racemosus L. Smooth Brome 
5(2) Porlock Marsh, SS 84. J. Robbins. 
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t Anisantha diandra (Roth) Tu tin ex Tzvelev (Bromus 
diandrus Roth) Great Brome 
5(3*) North Petherton, ST 23 . PRG. 
tCeratochloa carinata (Hook & Arn .) Tutin (Bromus 
carinata Hook. & Arn.) California Brome 
5(6*) Henley, West Crewkeme, ST 40. PRG & GC. 
6*(9*) Bank of Blagdon Lake, Butcombe, ST 56. PRG. 
Brachypodium pinnatum (L.) Beauv. Tor Grass 
5(3*) Woodman Copse and Luxhay Wood, Pitminster, ST 31 . 
IPG. 
x Elytrordeum langei (K. Richter) N . Hylander (Elytrigia 
repens x Hordeum secalinum) 
6*(8*) West Huntspill, ST 34, 1990. IPG, det. T.A. Cope. 
tPolypogon viridis (Gouan) Breistr. (Agrostis semiverticillata 
(Forsk.) C. Chr.) Beardless Beardgrass 
5(4*) Yeovil, ST 51. IPG. 
Polypogon monspeliensis (L.) Desf. Annual Beardgrass 
5(3) White Ball, Sampford Arundel , ST 01. PRG. 
Gastridium vetricosum (Gouan) Schinz & Thell. 
Nit Grass 
5(3) Bathealton, ST 02. PRG. 
Alopecurus bulbosus Gouan Bulbous Foxtail 
5(2) Porlock Weir, SS 84. J. Robbins. 
tPhalaris paradoxa L. Awned Canary Grass 
5(4*) North Perrott, ST 40. PRG. 
6(8) Butleigh, ST 53. IPG. 

R.G.B. ROE, Recorder 

SOMERSET HOVERFLY RECORDS 1992 

Work has continued for a second year on compiling full Hoverfly distribution maps 
for Somerset; 180 sites have now been visited at which some recording has taken 
place. In 1992, 93 species were recorded from 76 sites, the three most common 
species being Eristalis tenax (70 sites), Syritta pipiens (62 sites) and Episyrphus 
balteatus (61 sites). We would like to thank Richard Martin for records from the 
Shepton Beauchamp area. 

Noteworthy species were as follows : 

Arctophilia superabiens 
Brachyopa scutellaris 
Cheilosia albipila 
Cheilosia antiqua 
Cheilosia carbonaria 
Cheilosia griseiventris 
Cheilosia soror 
Criorhina ranunculi 
Epistrophe nitidicollis 

Chard Reservoir (8.9.92) 
Redlynch (9 .5.92) 
Little Norton (28.3.92) 
Redlynch (9.5.92) 
Marston Wood (14.8.92) 
Henstridge (25.4.92) 
Pen Hill (2.8.92) 
Little Norton (28.3 .92) 
Webbers Post (16.5.92) 
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Meligramma guttata 
Neocnemodon latitarsis 
Parasyrphus malinellus 
Parhelophilus consimilis 
Pipiza bimaculata 
Tropidia scita 
Xylota xanthocnema 

Emborough Grove (30.7.92) 
Marston Wood (14.8.92) 
Webbers Post (16.5.92) 
Upper Fivehead (6.8.92) 
Webbers Post (16.5.92) 
Brean Down (17.5.92) 
Clatworthy Reservoir (12.7.92) 
Marston Wood (14.8 .92) 

E.T. and D.A. LEVY, Recorders 

SOMERSET LEPIDOPTERA RECORDS 1992 

BUTTERFLIES 

1992 will be remembered as a relatively short but wonderful summer for butterflies. 
Winds from the south-east in one of the warmest Mays on record saw the arrival of 
migrants from the continent. These, and many resident species , prospered in 
favourable weather conditions until the end of July. In early August the summer 
suddenly ended with little further sunshine and much rain. 

Of our very rarest species, the Heath Fritillary (Mellicta athalia) was counted on 
twenty-one separate sites within the Exmoor National Park and on thirteen of these, 
numbers were higher than in 1991. Since 1989 efforts have been made to find new 
breeding sites of the High Brown Fritillary (Argynnis adippe). In 1992 a new colony 
was discovered on the coastal heaths and a single male was recorded on Langford 
Common. Only one record of a Pearl-bordered Fritillary (Boloria euphrosyne) was 
received from outside the Poldens and this was on Staple Common in the 
Blackdowns. Small numbers were recorded at Great Breach Wood and Worley Hill. 
The Marsh Fritillary (Eurodryas aurinia) continues to cause concern with some sites 
deteriorating owing to succession, or, in other cases, to overgrazing. 

Most of our rare species did well, with good numbers of Wood White (Leptidea 
sinapis) and Duke of Burgundy (Hamearis lucina) on the few previously-known sites. 
Records of new colonies of the latter were made in the Poldens and Blackdowns. 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (Boloria selene), Silver-washed Fritillary (Argynnis 
paphia) and Dark Green Fritillary (Argynnis aglaja) did well on most known breeding 
areas, but we received no records of the Dark Green Fritillary in the Quantocks. The 
Grayling (Hipparchia semele) was seen in moderate numbers on most of its sites. 
Many recorders reported a remarkable year for the Green Hairstreak ( Callophrys rubi) 
with new records from upland and lowland sites. It was found on twenty-one 
kilometre squares of the National Grid on the Quantocks. 

Searches for the White-letter Hairstreak (Satyrium w-album) on twenty to thirty 
year old Wych Elms proved successful on seventeen kilometre squares, mainly 
close to Taunton or in the Folden Hills. Purple Hairstreak (Quercusia quercus) was 
first recorded in the last week in June and several new sites for this species were 
received. It is under-recorded. Only eight records were received of Brown 
Hairstreak (Thecla betulae) which normally flies in late July to October. Egg 
searches during the winter failed to indicate a problem and eggs have now been 
found on 240 kilometre squares confirming Somerset as one of the strongholds of 
this rarely-seen butterfly. 
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Of the rare calcareous grassland species, the Chalkhill Blue (Lysandra coridon) did 
well on the Draycott Sleights reserve with peak numbers recorded before the end of 
July and a total of 2,247 recorded on the butterfly transect. The Small Blue (Cupido 
minimus) had a poor year probably because there was a reduced flowering of its larval 
food plant the Kidney Vetch. Many of the second brood butterflies of the Brown 
Argus (Aricia agestis) emerged before the end of July and escaped the worst weather, 
but the second brood of the very rare Adonis Blue (Lysandra bellargus) emerged 
during the worst of the wet weather. Brown Argus continues to surprise, with records 
from the Blackdowns and near the Quantocks in areas where the traditional larval 
foodplants of Rockrose and Storksbill do not exist. 

1992 saw migrants arrive during May, June and July with very large numbers of 
Large Whites (Pieris brassicae) and the best year for Clouded Yellow ( Colias 
croceus) since 1983. The early arrivals of the latter probably produced three broods, 
the last of which were seen at the end of September. 

Our common resident species, especially those of the Browns and Skippers whose 
larvae feed on grasses, were very common. Another grass eater, the beautiful Marbled 
White (Melanargia galathea), was recorded from several gardens and seen in large 
numbers in road-side verges and railway cuttings. On Draycott Sleights 6,591 
Meadow Browns (Maniola jurtina) were counted on the butterfly transect. The poor 
weather in August and September was reflected in the lower numbers of records made 
during those months of common species such as Comma (Polygonia c-album), Small 
Tortoiseshells (Aglais urticae), Peacocks (/nachis io) and the Small Copper (Lycaena 
phlaeas). 

MOTHS 

The Somerset Moth Group also experienced an interesting year. Records of migrants 
include Deaths-head Hawk (Acherontia atropos) from North Cadbury and Bedstraw 
Hawk (Hyles gal/ii) from Huish Episcopi. Other migrant records include Bordered 
Straw (Helionthis peltigera), Scarce Bordered Straw (Helionthis armigera) and 
Purple Marbled (Eublemma ostrina). 

Records of rare resident species include Four-spotted (Tyta luctuosa) from Ham 
Hill and Kingsbury Episcopi and the Twin-spotted Wainscot (Archnaria 
geminipuncta) and Alder Kitten (Furcula bicuspis) from the Minehead area. 

One of the most interesting records was of three Jersey Tiger moths (Euplagia 
quadripunctaria) taken at light at Haselbury Plucknett, over 20 km from the Dorset 
coast. Paul Waring, the National Recorder, indicated that this species had also been 
recorded in small numbers at two sites a few miles inland from Bridport on the Dorset 
coast and from Lyme Regis. It now seems that this species may have considerably 
expanded its range over the last few years, establishing itself for the first time in both 
Dorset and Somerset. 

The highlight of the year must be the capture at light of a Pug moth new to Britain, 
Eupithecia sinuosaria, the larvae of which feed on the common weed Fat Hen. This 
was reported by Brain Slade who lives at Burnham, and the specimen verified by Paul 
Waring. 

TONY LIEBERT and ROGER SUTTON, Recorders 

(The Recorders would be pleased to receive Lepidoptera records from members; see 'Names 
and Addresses of Contributors ' p. viii above.) 


