
SOMERSET ARCHAEO LOGY AND NAT URAL HISTORY: 

ECOLOGY IN SOMERSET 

I 

SOMERSET 

zl'ildlite 
T · R U S T 

EDJTOR II-\L RO!-\ RD 

Pal Hill-Co11ingham (cha irman) 
Dr Mark Antler~on (secretary) 

Tom Mayberry 
Simon Leach 

Dr Philip Radford 
Dr Andrew Duff 

189 



EDITORIAL 

Have you ever thought of the inescapable connections between wildlife. economic interests 
a nd public opinion? To give a few cx.implcs: recently the controversial Bakun Dam in 
Sarawak. ivhilaysia. which would havl.' im1nclatcd almost 70 000 ha. and caused 1hc forcible 
rcloca1inn of 9000 indigenous people. has been shelved because of lack of public fu nds. On 
the other hand. a dubious deal struck between English Nature and a peal company with 
regard to commercial exploitation or pe:11 moors in Sou1h Yorkshire has resulted in loss of 
wildlif'c to the extent that English Na1urc is now considering de-no1ifying 100 ha of Thorne 
Moor and 500 ha of Hatfield Moor in this Si1c of Special Scicntilic Interest (SSS I). This 
means further exploi1a1ion by the pea t companies which can sell 1heir produc1 as non-SSS! 
real. m•crcoming the ethical objec1ion of people who ll'Ould mhcrwise refuse 10 buy or sell SSS I 
pc,11 . A similar deal ll'as entered in10 on Westlrny ;\foo r. Will it receive the same trea t111en1? 

On a more chccd"iil 1101c, public opinion has a far greater effect on government policy 1ha n 
ii hus ever done before. The a nti-roads lobby has been prol'ed right in its con1cn1ion thut to 
rrovidc more and wider roads encourages more tra /'lic. whilst 1rnffic c,drning reduces 1he 
nL1mber of vehicles and the speed a1 which 1hcy travel. Hut there is still no 11a1ionwidc 
willingness on beha lf of government .ind loca l a uthorities 10 grasp 1he nc11lc and come to 
terms with an adequate. cheap. less polluting. integra1ed 1ransport system. As biologists we 
know 1hat Lime is running out. Many believe that global warming is less conjcc1ure and more 
fact. f\ lso, human hculth is adl'erscly arfectcd by cxhaus1 pollu1an1s including greenhouse 
gases and chemicals in agriculture a 11d the food indus1ry. Gaze along the shelves or bottles 
and rackets in any garden centre or the list o r add itives on food labels and the heart sinks 
because of the implicated damage. no t just 10 human health. but 10 wildlife and the gene 
pool. We arc 1101 ignorant of some of 1he elTccts of garden and agricultural chemicals but we arc 
in the habit o f cxrecting 10 have an off-the-shelf. quick and easy solut ion 10 every problem. 

Where is the incentive to take firm action on cnvironmemal r roblcms'! Is it acceptable IO plough 
up an SSS! to grc,w money-making nax? The greed for money and the fear of job losses appear to 
act as a brake to sensible legislation. In fact. jobs could be crc..ncd. csp<."Ciully in the fields or energy 
saving. rccyc:ling and the use or human muscle t>0wer in preference to carth-compac1ing, ruel­
hungry, pollu1ion-cn:a1ing machines. Ou1-or-1own hypcm1arkets with accompanying inner city 
tk.-cay encourage car use and deprive older ,tnd poorer people or their local amenities. 

But how can the government gel into an ccologic,d min<l-sc\'! Docs i1 listen to us'1 Big 
business seems 10 assume 1ha1 we as buyers w;rnt foods out of season and rapidly grown (and 
1herefore bland) fruit and vegetables of a uniform size. or a fow selec1cd variet ies and 
blemish-free. a ll produced as a rcsul l of .111 enormous inpul o f chemical fert il isers a nd 
r cst icidcs. How guilty arc we or con1ributing 10 1 his a11i1 ucle by our shopping habi1s? If I cat 
an a rplc wit h a live maggot in i1. docs lhis not show i1 i~ safe fo r me to c,11! 

The enormous subsidies paid to farmers have given direct suppon 10 the agro-chemical 
industry but not to ecologically-based organic Canning interests. Only now is new legislation 
changing this altitude and providing further fund ing for organic fam1ers. lfwc practise wild life­
friendly methods we will be following the important precept or Think global. act local". 
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