
VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE NOTES 1992 

HISTORIC BUILDINGS COMMITTEE 

The following are a selection of the most interesting houses recorded by members of 
the Society during the year. Full records are deposited in the Somerset Record Office 
and with the Royal Commission on Historic Monuments. Records for buildings in the 
southern part of Avon (formerly Somerset) are also deposited with the Avon County 
Planning Department. 

Any member interested in recording traditional buildings is requested to contact 
the Committee, and also to let them know of such buildings not yet recorded. 

NOTES SUBMITTED BY E.H.D. WILLIAMS 

Catcott, Elm Cottage 
The outer-room gable fireplace of a small three-room and cross-passage house retains 
in almost complete form an early type of curing chamber, the best example so far 
found (Fig. 1). Other examples have been altered to varying degrees. The curing 
chamber at Poplar Farm, Stoke St Gregory, is now mostly blanked off (see PSANHS, 
134 (1990), 234-5). 

The chamber, circular in plan and with a wide ledge 40 in. above the hearth, is 
separated from the hearth by a low wall in which is a hearth opening; above the wall, 
also 40 in. high, the chamber is fully open into the stack. It is in fact the side of a 
smoke bay partitioned from the room, the hearth lintel extending the full width of the 
room. In the outer side wall of the chamber is a small blocked opening. 

Semi-open chambers of this kind represent the first stage of development from the 
earliest fully open 'walk-in' form as seen at Rose Cottage and Weavers, Wrantage, 
North Curry: in these two houses the chamber is fully open to the hearth, and is 
partitioned only from the room (ibid.) . 

At Elm Tree Cottage there is an oven to the right of the hearth. During 
renovation, the hearth stones were lifted and below them, buried in rubble, was 
found a complex system of stone-lined trenches; a trench emerges from under the 
chamber and then widens out at the centre of the hearth and finally divides into·two 
channels, the rear one disappearing under the oven, the front one ending in a pit, 
c. 24 in. in diameter and 30 in. deep, filled with a soft earthy mixture containing 
egg shells and bone (Fig. 2). 

No similar feature has ever been found before in the course of twenty years 
recording of several thousand houses by Vernacular Architecture Group members in 
Somerset; but hearth stones are seldom lifted to reveal what is underneath. No 
suggestion can be made concerning the purpose of the trenches. 
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Fig. I Catcott, Elm Cottage. Fireplace and curing chamber. 
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Fig. 2 Catcott, Elm Cottage. Hearth trenches. 

Cheddon Fitzpaine, Nerrols Farm 
This is an isolated farmhouse to the NE of Taunton, set amidst fields which are 
scheduled for extensive development. The house was fully recorded by R.G. Gilson 
several years ago. To summarise his report, the house appears externally to be of the 
late 18th or early 19th century, but internal examination shows that a 17th century 
house with central entrance/stair lobby and a room to both sides with gable fireplaces 
and cob stacks aligned E-W has had a room and a front wing added at the E end, and 
a separately-roofed rear block added at the W end. 

The only surviving early details are a large blocked fireplace at the original E 
gable, a ceiling beam with scroll stops and an ovolo-moulded doorframe. Walls 
appear to be of rubble up to 30 in. thick, suggesting that the two-room and central­
entrance plan may have been an adaptation of an earlier house. 

North Curry, Oldways, Wrantage 
A very long, low, thatched house, aligned NW-SE and 77 ft in length, is of five­
rooms-in-line plan; the three NW rooms are additions of varying dates (Fig. 3). The 
original cottage of two-room plan is one and a half storeys high. Its SE gable is 
asymmetrical, with a coeval outshut at the back NE side. The walls are 23 in. thick; 
one upper window at the front is at the wall top; another taller one is under an 
eyebrow; at the back are two windows under eyebrows half way up the slope of the 
catslide roof. 

The entrance is into the large heated room, opposite which is a back door into the 
outshut; on the ground floor the partition from the outshut has been removed but it 
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Fig. 3 North Curry, Oldways, Wrantage. 
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remains in the unheated room . To the left of the fireplace is an oven and to the right a 
later stair replaces a spiral one. The triangular-shaped area over the outshut is 
partitioned from the rooms by wattle and daub, now partly removed. Three roof 
trusses, Tl, T2 and T3, rest on the wall top at the front and extend down over the 
outshut to a lower level; they have in-line tenoned purlins, notched apex, tenoned 
ridge and had dovetailed side-lapped collars. 

To this early 17th century cottage was added a third room, which also has a catslide 
roof at the back, now partly raised to two storeys; it is likely that originally this room 
also had an outshut now combined with the front room. A scroll-stopped ceiling beam 
dates the room to the 17th century. A stair rises beside a large fireplace blocked by a 
small later grate. The second addition is undatable; it also appears to have had an 
outshut at the back where there is a catslide roof to a low eaves level. An overmantel 
and panelling are of reused carved wood, evidently a chest since in it is a key hole. 
The last addition is also undatable. 

Stock/inch Ottersey, Ottersey House 
This is a three-room and cross-passage house of two full storeys and of above average 
size, being c. 62 ft in overall length and c. 23 ft wide. The plan is typically pre/early 
17th century; ground floor walls are 28 in. thick but on the first floor are of only c. 20 in., 
having been raised and re-roofed; some blackened timbers are reused, so a late 
medieval origin is probable. The outer room (the kitchen) has a very large fireplace in 
a stack 8 ft wide overall; the fireplace is probably 16th century in date, though no 
datable details are visible. A late door is inserted in the back wall and the door from 
the cross passage has been blocked, this part of the house being a separate dwelling. 

Beyond the outer room, to which the walls are straight jointed, is an addition c. 30 ft 
long which was reputedly stables and is now a separate dwelling (not examined 
internally). The garden in front of the original house is enclosed by a wall with double 
entrance gates from the road set on stone pillars and a gate on pintels in the inner wall 
to a yard abreast the addition. This formal approach and the addition of the stables 
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would appear to date from the 18th century, which is also the date of a number of 
modifications in the hall and inner room. 

Some windows are casements on pintels and with quadrants of the 18th century; 
others are later. In the hall, a bolection-rnoulded 18th century fireplace blocks an 
earlier, larger hearth. Window shutters and several doors have 18th century fielded 
panels. The front door of the cross passage enters a lobby from which an axial 
passage, partitioned out of the hall, leads to the inner room; the cross passage behind 
the hall stack is now a bathroom and the back door is blocked. The hall has a six­
panelled, plain-chamfered, framed ceiling. Abreast the hall fireplace modern stairs 
have replaced spiral stairs traditionally so sited. 

The following houses in Woodspring District, Avon, were examined jointly with 
Miss P. Brimacombe. 

Backwell, Oatfield Farm, Downside 
This is an unusual house (Fig. 4) comprising an E-W range of two-room plan (1 and 
2) with a Jean-to addition at its W end. 1 is of two tall storeys with attic; 2 is of two 
lower-roofed storeys. A two-storey wing (W) has a ridge c. 3 ft below that of 1; 
infilling the L plan is a separately-roofed addition of the same height as 2; to its Ware 
single-storey additions. 

All walls are rendered. 1 and the wing have 30 in. thick external walls; a dividing 
wall of 20 in. rises almost the full height of 1. Both 1 and 2 were reroofed in the 19th 
century. Both have large gable fireplaces: FI has a wooden lintel moulded with 
reversed ogees which continue down the stone sides and is thus of c. 1500; F2 is 
blocked by a modem grate but has a large stack with an unexplained external bulge. 2 
and its rear addition have walls of 24 in. or less. Modern stairs, S2, have replaced 
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stairs Sl beside Fl. Window Wl was a door. The entrance is now through D1 into a 
passage taken out of 2 and leading to other rooms. The 36 in. thick curved wall in the 
centre of the house, on the ground floor only, cannot be explained. 

Lack of datable details other than Fl and the 30 in. walls, and the unusual plan, 
make interpretation and assessment of date impossible. The quality of Fl suggests 1 
was the hall; there was never a room to the E. The ground falling to the SW suggests 
an ideal site for a longhouse, that is a combined house and byre; the wing could have 
been the kitchen. Is 2 a shortened rebuilding of a byre? If so, the original plan was the 
unusual one of a hall, cross passage and byre without an inner room (see PSANHS, 
135 (1991), 173.) 

Claverham, Sweet Briar Cottages 
The cottages have been formed from a low two-storey house, of apparently three­
room and cross-passage plan. No. 2 is the outer room (with additions behind and 
beyond the gable), No. 1 the cross passage, hall and inner room. But the internal 
width is very narrow (only 14 ft 9 in.) and the walls of the outer room are only 17 in. 
thick, whereas others are c. 24 in. Thus, the outer room and cross passage are 
additions to a two-roomed cottage with gable entry beside the fireplace of the 
cottage's heated room, the fireplace now backing on the cross passage. A window is 
in an ovolo-moulded wooden frame, dating it to the 17th century. The partition 
between the two rooms of No. l has been removed and the stairs are in the unheated 
room. 

Flax Bourton, Castle Farm 
The house (no longer a farm) is of two storeys and attics with partly-rendered rubble 
walls (Fig. 5). The two-roomed plan has a central entrance and stairs; the fielded 
panel door is an 18th century replacement, the date of origin being early/mid 17th 
century. Over the front door is a two-light ovolo-moulded wooden-framed window, 
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and at the top of the stairs in the back wall is a similar window, now blocked by 
additions which were originally lean-tos. The lean-tos have been raised to two storeys 
and reroofed, the roofs continuing the slope of the house roof and thus resulting in an 
asymmetrical gable. A later kitchen has been added beyond the gable of the E room 
which was the original kitchen. 

Above the oven of the original kitchen fireplace on the first floor are narrow spiral 
stairs to the attic, whose ovolo-moulded window is blocked by the addition. Roof 
trusses have dovetailed side-lapped collars, notched, tenoned apex and in-line tenoned 
purlins, all typically 17th century features. 

Nailsea, Nursebatch Farm 
Like Batch Farm, Tickenham (see PSANHS, 134 (1990), 255), this house stands on 
rising ground above extensive grazing ground on the moors (Fig. 6). It is ideally sited 
for early settlement. Originally it was probably a longhouse, room 4 being the 
shortened rebuilt byre and cross passage of a three-room and cross-passage house. A 
date stone of 1651 refers to the rebuilding of the house in its present two-storey and 
attic form. Rooms 1 and 3 both have large fireplaces at the far end from a central 
entrance lobby, typically 17th century. Disposition of ceiling beams and partitions 
shows that rooms 2 and 3 were originally one room, namely a hall with a very large 
fireplace; the fireplace lacks datable details but its size suggests the 16th century; 
room 1 was the inner room; the door Dl into it has 17th century scroll stops to plain 
chamfers. Stairs S partitioned out of the room replace earlier spiral stairs beside the 
fireplace FI which is blocked by a modem grate. There are still first-floor spiral stairs 
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to the attics. The roof has side-lapped dovetailed collars and in-line tenoned purlins of 
the 17th century. 

Room 4 is of two storeys but its S wall is 28 in. thick as are those of the other 
rooms; it is the rebuilt and shortened outer room and cross passage, i.e. the byre of a 
longhouse for which there is adequate downhill drainage. The kitchen in a single­
storey rear wing is undatable. 

Some Church Houses in Somerset and South Avon 

Most Somerset parishes formerly had a church house; only a few now survive, and 
most have been altered to varying degrees. Church houses were generally sited close 
to the church; their plan was one long room on the first floor open to the roof and 
with separate access from outside; on the ground floor was a large fireplace - usually 
a smoke bay - at one gable, as is the case at Crowcombe (see PSANHS, 132 (1988), 
274). 

Twenty-one examples of Somerset church houses are described in Vernacular 
Architecture, 23 (1992) (avai lable in the Society 's library). The following are 
additional examples since recorded. 

Cheddar, Church Farm (with R. O'Dare) 
The house, sited very close to the church, is of three-room and cross-passage plan 
entered through a stone doorway with two-centred head. The building has always 
been of two storeys, the upper floor originally open to the windbraced roof and lit by 
trefoil-headed, unglazed, shuttered windows of which one survives . Thus, the 
building is of medieval origin. Although the roof is not blackened, the windbraces in 
one bay are partly buried in the stack of the hall fireplaces as also, it seems, is a truss. 
The fireplace is therefore an insertion. 

In the churchwardens' accounts for 1612-32 are entries recording payments of 4s 4d 
in annual rent from the church house. After 1632 the building was presumably altered 
to a farm house. It is surprising that at such a late date a three-room and cross-passage 
plan should have been adopted, but there is another such instance at Old Ring of 
Bells, Meare (see below). 

Flax Bourton, Old Angel (with P. Brimacombe) 
This is now a two-storey house which is known formerly to have been an inn from the 
early 17th century; at that date a kitchen wing with 24 in. walls and a stair turret were 
added at the back of an earlier building which has 30 in. walls; the latter are typical of 
the late medieval period, although all details of doors, windows, etc., are 17th century 
alterations. The building is sited immediately opposite the church and without doubt 
was a church house. 

Meare, Old Ring of Bells (with C. Sidaway) 
Like the Old Angel at Flax Bourton, this house was at one time an inn and is sited 
close to the church. In fact, its E end protrudes into the churchyard. Walls are 28 in. 
thick and at the W gable is an enormous fireplace in a 6 ft thick stack. The probable 
date of origin is the late 15th or 16th century, although no details of this period 
survive. In the 17th century, the plan was modified and an axial fireplace backing on a 
cross passage was inserted; abreast the fireplace, modern dog-leg stairs have replaced 
the spiral stairs traditionally sited here in three-room and cross-passage plans. There 
is little doubt that, like Cheddar Church Farm, the building was originally the church 
house. 
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NOTES SUBMITTED BY B.C.M. HALE 

Corfe, Pickeridge Farm 
This farm is built of roughly-squared blocks of lias and appears to be a central-entry 
balanced-facade building with later additions. However, the major part of the house 
has walls 28 in. thick and with an internal batter: alterations and substitution of beams 
indicate that we have here an early, perhaps pre-1500, three-room house with an 
opposed entry in the service room. The hall fireplace was removed and a large 
fireplace inserted in the service room, probably in the early 17th century, making a 
two-room house with a central cold service area. At the same time the NW front was 
modified to form a regular facade. 

Croscombe, Alma and Sunnyside Cottages 
These houses are the two halves of one building of two rooms (with 18th century rear 
extensions). The building is of coursed rubble with two front rooms divided by a 
cross passage (Fig. 7). It is remarkable in that it has two stone-built circular stairs 
which both rise up into the attics; that in Alma Cottage has lost its first flight owing to 
rebuilding of the back wall and the insertion of a W door, but the top flight into the 
attic retains its wooden ovolo-moulded window under the 18th century extension 
roof. The winder in the E room, also stone-built to attic height, has a small, splayed 
window in the ground floor flight and in the attic flight, with a square 17th or 18th 
century one in the middle flight; all are blocked by later extensions. Walls are 26½ in. 
thick, which, allowing for the usual thinness of walls in Croscombe, is the equivalent 
of about 28 in. elsewhere. The central cross passage has an ogee peak to a wooden 
doorway frame which gives entry to the E room. This room has a large, shallow 
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fireplace against the E gable: the fireplace has deep, ovolo-moulded, recessed 
spandrels, and a slightly-depressed four-centred head which is moulded reserve 
chamfer/step/ogee, descending to vase stops 15 in. from the floor. Beside the fireplace 
is a two-light reserve-chamfered stone window. The S wall, which has some internal 
batter, has a four-light, reserve-chamfered stone window with a king mullion. Over 
this room, on the first floor, is another fireplace identical in style, but crisp and clean 
as well as smaller: in one spandrel is carved an 'A', and in the other a 'B'. The lane by 
the house is even now called Boards Lane, and the owners found and retained a letter 
of 1637 sent to one Alan Boards. The house was divided, probably in the 18th 
century, into Alma Cottage on the W and Sunnyside Cottage on the E. In Alma 
Cottage there is a large fireplace, a massive central transverse beam, and half beams 
across the E and W walls, all with step and run-out stops. The central beam measures 
12 in. by 11 in., however, and has an 8 in. chamfer. The front wall is slightly thinner -
though it still has batter - and has one window with a bead-moulded 18th century 
four-light stone window and one with a modern ogee window blocking a doorway. 
This is an interesting house of unusual conformation; it may have been started as 
early as the beginning of the 16th century, with alterations and additions in successive 
centuries. 

Croscombe, Laurel Villa, Old Orchard and Wheelwrights Cottages 
These three houses are built around a central block of perhaps the late 16th century 
(Fig . 8). The back room (kitchen) of Old Orchard has walls 26 in. thick (shown 
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stippled on plan) and is two stories high. This thick wall continues at single-storey 
height as the front wall of Wheelwrights, but extends only as far as the front door. 
The wall contains a stone ovolo-moulded window which has lost its mullion. Beyond 
the front door the wall thickness is only 25 in., while the rebuilt back wall is 21 in. 
thick. The fireplace of Wheelwrights is squeezed against the party wall with Old 
Orchard and shares Old Orchard's stack. In front of Old Orchard's thick-walled 
kitchen is the 'living room' with walls 23 in. thick and a blocked window with square 
bead mouldings which gives on to Laurel Villa's kitchen (formerly a yard). Old 
Orchard's 'living room' has a blocked fireplace in a large stack area and was entered 
originally by a lobby entry facing the stack end. Lobby entries are very rare in this 
area. Finally, at the end is a tall two-storey 19th century block, facing the road, which 
was a drapery shop. The front of this block is straight-jointed on to Laurel Villa's 
front which is itself built in two parts, the ground floor of coursed rubble and the first 
floor of well-pointed random rubble with some jumped up work. The E free end gable 
has very large well-dressed quoins which continue up under the gable eaves in the 
manner of brick tumblings. The building provides an interesting example of 
successive developments around a central early block. 

Hinton Blewitt, West House Farm 
This is a typical balanced-facade central-entry house with two large rooms separated 
by a middle passage (now destroyed). There are beams respectively across fireplaces 
in each gable, marking the passage-way, and transversely across each room. All the 
beams have 3½ to 4½ in. chamfers stopped with elegant well-cut semicircular step and 
run-outs with transverse bars two inches before the steps. Upstairs the truss tie-beams 
are below the ceilings and have central axial beams running to the gables; all these 
beams are chamfered and stopped as above: they form a remarkable collection and 
indicate a house of considerable quality. A first-floor window at the back originally lit 
a winder stair entered from a blocked opening in the back wall; there is also evidence, 
however, to suggest a staircase in a large alcove between the fireplace and the front 
wall in the service room. A mid/late 17th century date seems probable for the house, 
with a later two-stage extension built out at one end of the back. The beams in the 
first stage have semicircular step and run-outs but no bars. 

NOTES SUBMITTED BY C. SIDAWAY 

The following houses were all examined jointly with Commander E.H.D. Williams 

Pitminster, Nutbeam Farmhouse, Blagdon Hill 
Nutbeam Farmhouse is a superior late medieval house partially rebuilt in the 17th 
century and subsequently altered and modernised up to the present day. Aligned uphill 
on a north-south orientation, it is 63 ft 6 in. long by 25 ft wide externally and is of 
three-room cross-passage plan (Fig. 9). The original walls are from 28 in. to over 30 in. 
in thickness. Both cross-passage doors are now windows and the partition between 
passage and outer room has gone. The outer room contains a large 17th century gable­
end fireplace with a small oven to its left and an open-well stair, replacing the original 
spiral stair, to its right. 

Along the back wall of the hall fireplace (F2) is a 2 in. wide plinth built of coursed 
limestone rubble. It is 42 in. high and runs into the hall doorway (D3) which has a 
plain-chamfered, very depressed four-centred wooden frame. The hall itself has a 
framed ceiling with deeply plain-chamfered beams and a large fireplace into which a 
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semi-circular 18th century hearth has been inserted. Above it is a substantial wooden 
lintel on a ham stone jamb which suggests an original width for the fireplace of c. 9 ft. 
This is not the original hall fireplace as it post-dates the framed ceiling and possibly 
replaced a lateral fireplace in the position of a large splayed window. 

The main feature of interest in this house is in the roof space. On the upper floor 
beside the hall stack is an archbraced true crock (C2) with trenched purlins; the cruck 
blade terminates just above the modern ceiling where a cranked collar is tenoned into 
it; the top of the cruck blade just above the collar is tenoned into the base of an upper 
cruck, which is tenoned into the collar (Fig. 10a). The roof timbers show signs of 
smoke blackening. Given the available length of local timber, a two-tier cruck has 
been employed in order to span an internal width which is over 20 ft, well in excess of 
the usual 16-18 ft. Truss C 1 was traced in a partition wall. Only a few such roofs are 
known in the county, of which that at Bridge Farm, Butleigh, is shown for comparison 
(Fig. 10b) (see also PSANHS, 125 (1981), 60-3). 

Edington, Chandlers Cottage 
This is a low, two-storeyed house with the upper floor entirely within the roof-space 
and formerly lit by dormer windows on both sides, only one such window now 
remaining (Fig. 11 ). Although there are no external indications, this is a late medieval 
hall house built of coursed blue Iias rubble. Two jointed crucks over the hall, JC3 and 
JC4, are archbraced, and JC2 is over the later inserted axial fireplace, with its large 
oven protruding into the cross passage. This former cross passage is now blocked at 
its north end by a window which replaces the former doorway. The service end to the 
east of the passage has been replaced by a 19th century lean-to. 
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The walls of the original building, ranging in thickness from 28 in. to 30 in., 
indicate a late medieval to early 16th century origin, but with much modification 
in the 17th century, and with subsequent alterations and additions up to the 
present day (Fig . 12). The house was probably of the usual three-room cross­
passage plan, but has lost its inner-room end probably in the 19th century fire 
which destroyed the roof. The roof and west end gable are 19th century rebuilds. 
Features that do remain include an almost hidden curing chamber which now can 
only be seen from the first floor landing; and lighting a modern winder stair is a 
two-light wooden-transomed, ovolo-moulded window, probably reused in its 
present position. The main rooms of the principal range have very high ceilings, 
perhaps raised in the 18th century, and large rear windows with modern frames in 
well-splayed openings . To the right at the front of the building is a 2 ft wide 
chamber to full 2 storey height with a 16 in. outer wall outside the 28 in. original 
wall. It is used for storage but its true purpose is undetermined; aesthetically it 
balances the forward extension to the left that accommodates the stairs. In the 
wing, the upper storey was a granary loft previously approached by an external 
stair now removed. 

Stogursey, Sowden Cottage (with P. Ellson) 
Sowden Cottage is a three-room cross-passage house mainly rebuilt at first-floor 
level and having a 19th century roof (Fig. 13). The house is built of blue Iias 
rubble under a pantiled roof, and stands on a raised platform projecting from the 
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Fig. 13 Stogursey, Sowden Cottage. 

hillside. It contains a good stud and plank screen between the cross passage and 
service end, although the hall has lost the partition dividing it from the inner 
room . The fireplace lintel and hall beams with scroll stops indicate a 17th 
century date and the front wall is 24 in. thick. The back walls, however, are 27 
in. thick, as is a wall in the outshut, suggesting an earlier building on this site. 
The service-end gable contains a fireplace (F2) flanked by two 'dead' areas, the 
south containing the original stair - indicated by a small blocked window at first 
floor level - and the north probably containing an oven or possibly a curing 
chamber. A relieving arch outside this gable wall suggests a projecting oven now 
removed. 

North Petherton, Balls Farmhouse, Woolmersdon 
This is a late medieval hall house with most of its jointed-cruck, smoke-blackened 
roof timbers intact under a later 19th century roof (Fig. 14). The early house has a 
17th century wing at the back and all of the early walls are of substantial cob 
construction, 33 in. thick, including the added wing. The service end has a massive 
lateral fireplace between the principal range and wing. The original inserted hall 
fireplace (F3) probably backed on to the passage and was removed and replaced, 
again in a lateral position, in the 19th century rebuilding when all gable ends and the 
west wall were rebuilt. The heavily smoke-blackened roof has lost its ridge which was 
V-set and has a single tier of curved windbraces on both sides between trusses JC3 
and JC4 (Fig. 15). 

A wattle and daub partition in the roof is more smoke blackened at the service end 
than the hall end, suggesting that the service end remained open after the hall had its 
first floor inserted. This house and Bells Farm are all that remains of the medieval 
settlement of Woolmersdon . 
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NOTES SUBMITTED BY THE SOMERSET AND SOUTH AVON VERNACULAR 
BUILDING RESEARCH GROUP 

The four houses described below were all built in the 16th or early 17th centuries, a period 
when house plans were developing away from the traditional medieval form. None of the 
houses have smoke-blackened roofs (although two are replacements) and it is assumed 
that all the houses were built with fireplaces from the start. Only Church Farm, Ashcott, 
has an open hall with a decorative roof, the others being built with hall chambers. 

Ashcott, Church Farm 
The house faces SE and is located immediately N of Ashcott Church (Fig. 16) . 
Although formerly quite small, it was built to a high standard with good quality 
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fireplaces, a decorative roof structure and one, perhaps two, upper chambers. Heavily 
battered and irregular walls to hall and inner room indicate an early house; the roof 
timbers suggest the early 16th century. 

The plan of the 16th century house comprised three rooms in line with a single-bay 
hall open to the roof, windbraced and chamfered between Tl and T2. The hall fireplace 
backs on to a former cross passage. The truss on the dividing line between hall and 
inner room (Tl) is closed, suggesting a high-end solar. There is no smoke blackening, 
indicating that the fireplaces were original. Beams in the hall have geometric stops and 
were probably inserted during the first part of the 17th century to form a hall chamber. 

Corfe, Heale House 
Heale House has two rooms in line with a central cross passage and a later service room 
projecting at the rear (Fig. 17). The house presents difficulties in interpretation owing to 
its fragmentary nature and particularly because of its imbalance in size between high 
and low end. There is also no original roof structure surviving to help in dating. 

The kitchen fireplace is probably an insertion. It is dated 1635, whereas the wide-
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chamfered beam in the hall suggests a date not later than 1600. The hall fireplace 
formerly had an oven and was evidently once used for cooking, which supports the 
opinion that the kitchen fireplace is a later improvement, coeval with the cyma­
stopped kitchen beam. The kitchen is large, with a span of 5.8 m (19 ft), in contrast to 
the hall which is small and has an axial beam and a fireplace backing on to the cross 
passage. The inner room is missing and probably projected E in line with the hall, 
where the 19th century extension now stands. The likelihood is that the hall, although 
only of one bay, was of the full 5.8 m width. 

Corfe, Heale Farmhouse 
This farmhouse has a different plan-form from Heale House, just across the road; although 
with a central cross passage it has a service room in the rear wing and fireplaces on the gable 
walls with adjoining newel staircases (Fig. 18). There is a post and panel screen between hall 
and passage (now obscured). The beams in both houses are very similar, having wide 
chamfers and step and run-out stops, dating to the late 16th or early 17th centuries. 

In Heale Farmhouse, the two similar-sized wings at the back are of different builds; 
the service room (S 1) to the NE is the earlier, and is contemporary with the main 
range, having similar roof construction (collar trusses with butt purlins in line and 
half-lapped and dovetailed collars) and similar beams. The parlour wing (P2) to the 
NW was probably added in the early 18th century, having a corner fireplace and a 
different type of roof (tie-beam trusses with trenched purlins). An unheated service 
room (S2) was added in line with the hall in the late 17th century and a way through 
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the gable wall replaced a probable former curing chamber on the N side of the hall 
stack (some smoke blackened timbers show at high level) . 

Shapwick, Oak Farm 
Oak Farm has two rooms in line facing the road and an added wing at the back (Fig. 19). 
Its length cannot be identified since the W gable wall has been rebuilt. It follows the 
form of the two other houses with wings (see above), but has a small unheated parlour 
instead of a service room in the wing. In the late 16th century both hall and parlour had 
lavish framed ceilings with heavy chamfered beams and scratch-moulded joists in the 
panels between - a very decorative feature. The timber lintel of the hall fireplace has 
been cut away below, but still shows part of an incised pattern of four interlocking 
circles. This is considered to be a sign put up, probably in the 17th century, against 
witches who were thought to come down chimneys. The earlier staircase would have 
been a newel stair beside the hall stack. Once again there is no original roof structure 
surviving. The small parlour was converted to a butcher's shop in the 19th century. 
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