
OBITUARIES 

ABBOT AELRED WATKIN 

When Christopher Watkin iirst a rrived at Downside in 1936 and was given the new name of 
Brother Acl rcd he started his time in the Novitiate in a second hand habit which lrnd 
belonged previously 10 Don Ethelben Horne. and he found in the pocket a ltne example of a 
neolithic urowhcad. When he took it 10 Don Ethelbcrt, who had been Chairman of the 
SANHS Council since 1927. and was 10 be President of the society in 1940. the older man 
commented thut he Lhought this a good omen fo r one with a□ tiqu,trian interests. And this 
rrophecy was ccnainly verilicd. as Don Aelred was to fo llow in Don Ethclbert"s footsteps as 
FSA. as President of the Society and as titular Abbot of Glastonbury. 

When we con~ider his impressive academic career it is surp1ising to find 1hu1 his school 1eachers 
did not think him really capable of taking the Higher Certificate and he left early. But in foct he 
had spent a lot of his time at L1x1on following his passion for medieval ehw·ches. and not being ut 
all worried about exams. But his intellectual ability was recognised at Downside and when he had 
completed his morrnstic and clerical studies for the priesthood be was sent to Cambridge and 
gained a First Class in bot.h parts of the Historical Tripos. was elected an Edward VI Scholar by 
Christ's College. and was offered a Fellowship. but this was turned down so that he could return 
tt) Downside to teach history to tl1e Sixth Fom1, which he did with spt.-ctacuhu· success. 

Before going up to Cambridge he was a lready gaining a reputation for his medieval st udies 
in the Downside Review and with his publication for the Somerset Record Society of A 
Wells Miscel/011.1• and was on the Council of that Society by 1944 as well as being a member 
of the Record Commi11ee of the Somerset County Council. He was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Historical Society while still an undergraduate and a Fellow of the Societ y of 
Antiquaries in 1950 and in 1969 or the Royal Society of Ans. 

He was an outstanding school master. as teacher. Housemaster ,rnd Head Master . .ind 
inspired generations or boys with the fascination or history and archaeology. Bui this took 
tip so much or his time and energy for nearly 30 years tha t his learned work had 10 take 
second place. and ii was remarkable 1ha1 he produced the three-volume edition of the Crea1 
Clwrr11/ary cf Glas1011b11r_r during this period. It was regre11ed by many that be was never 
able to write the definitive history or G lastonbury Abbey. for which he was uniquely 
equipped. He was for many years on the Council of the SA NHS. 

In 1975 he retired as He.id Master and \\·as appointed Pa1ish Priest of Becc\cs in Suffolk , a 
Downside p:1 rish close 10 the border with Norfo lk where he had been brought up as a boy. 
Here he was renowned for his innovations as much .is for his respect for tradition. both tempered 
by his monastic spirituality and sound common sense. V.'hen a crisis occurred in local politics he 
was invited IO bl-comc Mayor of' &-ccles and was happy to accept. insisting on recovering and 
we.iring the m,,yoral robes which had been presemed to the local museum by the pre\'ious 
(socialist) incumbent. He had by this time been appointed titular Abbot of Glastonbury. and so 
would on important occasions wear the ahbatial cross together with the mayoral chain. 

He was a man of strong convictions who could be quick to point with a mcdiev;ilisr s 
vision 10 the lunacies of our modern age. but he could write with sympathy ,111d 
understanding 10 a younger genera tion on human love und the life of the sririt. He was an 
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,\hbo1 ,\dr~d Watkin 111 l!ecclc;; with Sister Loman and a child. 

exemplary monk , and after his retirement from Bccclcs was assiduous in his auendance in 
choir and m her monastic dutic.-s until the day of his death. 

DOM PHILIP J EBB 
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D R C.A. R,\LEGH RADFOIW 

Courtenay Arthur Ralegh Radford. who died on 27 December 1998 al the age of 98, had 
been a member of our Society since 1926. He had . in ract. held office since tha t time. first as 
District or Local Secretary or Correspondent representing the Devon Border - since his 
home wc1s at Brndninch and later a t Culmcott, UfTculme - and from 1952 as an elected 
member of Council. He was President during the year 1962- 3. thereafter Vice-President and 
li1mlly Honoru ry Member. 

He was born on 7 Nol'emher 1900 at Hillingdon, Middlesex, where his father made a 
considerable fortune in coal and lhe early electricity industry. Br.tdninch Manor was his 
home from 1914 and from there, where he was ed ucated privately by tutors. he wcnl to 
Exeter College. Oxford. He spent some time abroad. studying in the archives of Venice and 
the Vatican. and became a student of architecture and art history at the British School in 
Rome. For five years he was Inspect or nf A ncient Monuments for Wales and 
Monmouthshire under Sir Charles Peers. with whom he also worked fo r the International 
Prehistoric Sciences Conrcrcnce. At home Radford began his career as an excavator working 
under Bush-Fox a t Rich borough and in 192S wus in chnrgcat the Westlunds. Yeovil. Romui1 
site for the Society. 

In 1936 Radford was appoiuted Dirt:ctor of the British School at Rome where his 
an1ipa1 hy 10 the League of Nal ions sanctions agains1 lrnly and innuential contacts in the 
I La lian government and in the Vatican stood him in good stead. A photograph of him as 
Director in January 1939 standing next to Prime Minister Nevi lle Chamberlain and Foreign 
Secretary Lord Halifax in front of that purl of the School he had worked so hard to 
complete, is part of Radford's international story. He was a t the same time st udyi ng the 
Greek city of Megalopolis. le.1ding groups to Etruscan sites and in 1939 was Bri tish 
Government delegate 10 the International Classical Congress in Berlin. He returned home 
with difficulty via Denmark and Sweden. 

Radford served in the BBC Foreign Service in the first year of the Second World War, 
monitoring Italian broadcasts and then transferred as u monitor first to Bletchley Park. thrn 
to Algiers and in 1943 to Rome. where he took up the Directorsbip of the British School 
again largely, he later :idmilled. because (for reasons not quite clear) he could get more lire 
IQ the pound for repairs. He remained Director until 1946. 

After the war his lime was divided between excavations. research and public service -
remarkably, as the only non-offici al member of a ll three Ancient Monuments Bcn1rds. for he 
was equally at home in Scotland as in Wales and England. His rewards were surprisingly 
few: 0 .8.E. 1947. Fellow of the British Academy 1956. honorary degrees fron1 the 
universities of Glasgow. Wales and Exeter. Several of his excavations were on Dnrk Age 
sites, and his recognition of imported late-Roman po11ery at Tintagel proved the start ing 
point fo r a great advance in the understanding of the period. His connection with Somerset 
and the Society were continued with work at Low Ham. llchestcr and elsewhere and from 
1951 at G lastonbury. where excavations continued until 1964. 

The word polyma1h was used of Dr Radford in an address at a conference held in his 
honour in 1982, and at his runeral at Uffcu lme church (where he had served as 
churchwarden) the General Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries or London declared 
him 10 have been one of the fo unders of modern archaeology. (He wus. it has been 
discovered. the thi rd-longest serving Fell<)w of that socie1y.) More than most of his fellow 
post-war archaeologists he knew the literary sources of his chosen field and used them 
effectively 10 illuminate when the spade's revelation$ were equivocal. So his Presidential 
Address 10 this Society on ·The ChLJJ'ch in Somerset down to 1100' was wonderfully clear 
and challenging. a splendid example of Radford's hreadth of scholarship and simplicity of 
expression. 



Somer,1·e1 Archaeology and Nawml Histor_r. 1996 18 1 

The delivery of that lecture 10 a packed audience in the b11 llroo111 of the County Hotel in 
Taunton w.is a fasci nating experience for at least one young listener. The closed eyes behind 
1he gold-rimmed spectacles. the rather earncslly-clasped hands and the nasal and somewhat 
parsonica l voice were sometimes gently mimicked. The sa me voice and mannerisms would 
emerge in meetings of the Society's council or whenever he was met with in our library. for 
Radford was a l'requent reader there. usually on mornings or days when the council 111c1. 
There he was al\\'HYS reudy to acknowledge a fellow reader. rat her shyly a1 first but. once the 
name Glastonhury was mentioned. ever more eagerly. ·we shall 11 0 1 see his like ag:,in·. 

I acknowledge with gratitude a summa ry of interviews carried out by Colmty Archivist 
Adam Green with Dr Radford in rvtay 1993 which now form pan of the Oral History archive 
preserved by thl~ Somerset Archive and Record Service. 

ROBERT D UNNING 

JOr\N DAVEN~\ PEDEN 

.l oan Peden. for 37 years a member of this Society and a former Chairman of the Li bra ry 
Commi11ee died suddenly on 2 December. 1997 aged 77. After graduuting in chemistry ~II the 
University of Liverpool in 1940 she secu red an appointment in the Public Analyst"s 
Department of tha t city. In 1947 she \\'as made a Fellow or the Royal Institute of Chemistry 
and in the same year w,1s appointed Deputy Puhl ic Analyst for Staffordshire. In 1957 :;he 
was appointed Deputy County 1\nalyst for Somerset. becoming Count y Analyst in 1958 and 
making history as the first woman to head a depart111c111 in Somerset Coumy Council. a 
distinction 10 be repe,1tecl on her retirement in 1974 when she became the first woman 
President of the Association of Public Analysts . 

.loan's annual reports on the work of her department at County Hall were highly regarded 
and revealed a li tera ry gif1 which was much admired. Copies of these reports. lodged in the 
Record Onice and Somerset Studies Library, will provide source material for future students 
of public health, 

Joan Peden joined this Society in I 960 and became a regula r local history researcher at the 
Record Office under the guid:1 nee of I vor Collis and Derck Shorrocks. For over .i decade she 
systematical ly compiled an unrivalled archive of original materia l relating to her parish of 
Pitminstcr becoming. in the process. its acknowledged local historian . Numerous visitors. 
many from the USA. beat a path to her door with enquiries on the history of Pitminstcr 
families . .l oan contributed two articles 10 Bristol University"s Sr111li1•s i11 S11111i'/',1·t·/ Ni.1·r111·y 
(1971). "The apprentices of Pitminster" and "Pitminster: the 1S51 Census". 

She was an active participant in fic l<lw<)rk projects like rescue archaeology on the new M5 
motorway in the seventies. the Society's hedgerow-dat ing project and the Parish Survey 
programme in which she wrote the Forewords to Minchcad Without and Treboroug.h. For 
several yea rs she acted as Public Relations Officer fo r the Society. preparing numerous 
reports 0 11 individual lectures and events and a general a rticle on the Society headed ''To record. 
preserve and safeguard" which appeared in S11mer.w1 & IV('S/ ,\-/01111,/y in September 1978. A 
member of the Library Commiuee (1976-94) she occupied the chai r from 197S to 1987 when .she 
marked her re1i rcmen1 by presenting a battery wa ll-clock for one oflhe lihrnry rooms. Joan also 
served on several other commilleL-s anti groups involved in local hislC>ry where her thought ful 
approach. tact und ability to focus on the issues in hand \\'ere widely appreciated. In the 
years j us1 before her death she worked with un archacologicul field-survey group on the· 
Blackdowns. a coun1rysidc she knew from long aquaintancc und cared fo r deeply. 

In her parish of Pitmin~ter foa n contributed in full measure to the life of the COllllllllllil~' . 

serving at various times us parish councillor. school governor. secretary to 1hc Parish 
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C ha rity. Chairman of the Corfe & Piuninstc r Historical Society and a lso or the Over Sixties, 
President of the Blagdo n Hill Womcn·s Insti tute und edito r of the Parish Magazine. Her 
monthly uticlcs in this publication d rew on her intimate knowledge of people and incidents 
in Pitminste r"s past. They were meticulously researched a nd w idely enjoyed. as were her 
three. accla imed local histo ry pageants. wri t te n for a local cast and performed a t her beloved 
church of St l\llary a nd S t A ndrew where. for many yea rs. she served as a sidesman. Joan also 
wrote Tlw .1·111ry of 1he old schoul. pari.1·!, of Pirmi11.1·1er ( 198 I) a nd , wilh J.F. Bulleid, 
PiI111i11.I·1l'r: S1 Mar_r 11111I S1 A 111/re11• ( 1983). 

Joan Peden was an accomplished speaker and was in regular demand fo r talks on local 
history und related topics. She wrote n umerous plays. with historical backgrounds. fo r her 
13lagdon Hill Womcn·s lnstilll tc to perform ut the a nnual Somerset Federation of Women's 
Ins titutes Speech & Drama Fest ival. In 1995 their pla y got through to the fi na ls. Joan herself 
carried o f firs t prize in the County for sight reading at the 1994 Festival a nd. as a result. was 
asked to read the lesson a t the Women's Institu te Carol Service in Wells Cathedral in 
December of lhat year. Of this and her othe r accomplishments she was ,Llways modest and 
invariably took mo re interest in the achievements of o thers. 

Joa n Peden·s local his to ry archive o f Pitmins tc r. he r articles. the scripts of her pageants 
,rncl 1ypescrip1s or some o f he r ta lks ure now preserved at the Somerset Reco rd Orlice. 

COLIN CLEMENTS 


