
NOTES 

COMBWICH CAUSEWAY 

In an earlier volume of Proceedings, Miss Hazel Eardley-Wilmot has examined 
evidence for the site of Combwich causeway (Eardley-Wilmot 1990). As she points 
out, the causeway or ford is not to be confused with the Combwich passage, a ferry 
which provided a means of crossing the River Parrett from a landing stage in front of 
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the Anchor Inn to the White House Inn almost directly opposite. This was the ferry 
which Thomas De Quincey used when he came seeking Samuel Taylor Coleridge at 
Nether Stowey in 1807, and with which the poet himself was also certainly familiar. 
The causeway, on the other hand, was a feature which crossed the river diagonally, 
and which remained in use until the 20th century. The author's maternal great­
grandfather, Edwin Stone, is said to have been the last person to take a cart and team 
of four horses across the causeway in the 1920s, and in the late 19th century Squire 
Everard of Hill House, Otterhampton, regularly lead his pack of harriers across to the 
Pawlett Hams by way of the causeway. 

In July 1992 an exceptionally low tide permitted the route of the causeway to be 
observed. It is represented by a natural ridge of blue lias beginning some 220 yards 
south of Combwich Clyce and running south-east across the river bed to a point near 
the site of the White House Inn (Fig. l). On the Combwich side of the river, access to 
the causeway is marked by two small areas of rubble lias, one area lying on the 
shallowest section of the river bank, the other lying in the river itself. Between these 
two areas of rubble the river mud appears to have been consolidated, to a width of 
30-40 ft, by rods or staves which have by inserted vertically and which form a 
distinct grid pattern. It seems probable that the staves provided a firm base over which 
lias rubble could be laid to create a ramp down to the causeway floor. If wheeled carts 
were to use the crossing, such a ramp would have been essential to prevent them 
sinking into the notoriously soft mud which is such a feature of this tidal river. 

Excavations by the Bridgwater and District Archaeological Society between 1969 
and 1977 indicated the existence of a Roman riverside port under Combwich 
Common, directly opposite the line of the causeway. Use of the causeway at least 
since the Roman period can thus be confidently proposed, and Miss Eardley-Wilmot's 
paper suggests the causeway's continuing importance in the Saxon period as an 
essential link in a network of Saxon herepaths . By the medieval period the 
commercial and strategic role of Combwich causeway had been taken over by the 
bridge crossing at Bridgwater, but as a local short-cut to Pawlett and the Polden ridge 
it is evident that the causeway was still maintained and used almost within living 
memory. 
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CHRIS SIDAWAY 

GEORGE BUT, CLAY PIPE MAKER 

George But was a clay pipe maker working at Stratton-on-the-Fosse from c. 1650. 
Fieldwalking over the field bounded by South Street, the Fosseway and Bath View 
(ST 658506) in the autumns of 1990 and 1991 produced more than 50 clay pipe 
bowls. Two of the bowls have an inside diameter of 9 mm with a flat heal, one being 
plain and the other bearing the initials 'G B' within a circular scroll-type design. 
These two bowls would appear to have been manufactured between c. 1650, when But 
started his business, and 1660, when bowl sizes increased nationally. All the other 
bowls found appear from their design to date from c. 1660-90, having a larger 
capacity (13 mm inside diameter) with a flat heal. 
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George But used more than one maker's stamp, that most commonly found being 
formed from his initials enclosed in a circle of dots. The second most common mark 
comprises his name in full arranged on three lines of three letters each, and the least 
common is the combination of initials and scroll design referred to above. 

Bowls and stems have apparently been found in this field over a long period, and it 
seems possible that George But had a dump site close by. South Street backs on to the 
field and is one of the oldest areas of the village. It is unlikely that But would have 
travelled far to discard broken or damaged ware, and it may well be that he lived and 
worked in South Street. His trade was wide-ranging. Broken pipes bearing his 
maker's marks have been found at Glastonbury, Shaftesbury, Shepton Mallet, 
Ditcheat, and Faulkland, as well as in his home village. 
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