
BOOK REVIEWS 

'Industrious and Fairly Civilized': the Glastonbury Lake Village, by John Coles and 
Stephen Minnitt. Somerset Levels Project and Somerset County Council Museums 
Service, 1995. 213 pp; 81 Figs . £8. ISBN O 9507122 2 1. 

Ever since its discovery , and the publication of Bulleid and Gray 's monographs, the 
Glastonbury Lake Village has been a site of international renown ; Dechelette 's Manuel 
d ' Archeologie , for example , refers to it extensively. Within the overall context of the 
British Iron Age, however, the three settlements of Glastonbury, Meare East and Meare 
West have sat uneasily . Various claims have been made for the sites in terms of phasing , 
function , and environment, and their role in the overall economy of the local Middle 
Iron Age ; but they were , and are , without close parallel in the Iron Age of Western 
Europe . 

Part of the problem has been the unavailability of a wide-ranging critical overview of 
the sites and their records. The published reports , good for their time , have proved 
inadequate for the more detailed analysis now required . The reports tell us little about 
such matters as stratigraphical sequence , or the location and stratification of the finds , 
and some material, such as the undecorated pottery, is either dealt with in a cursory 
manner or not published at all. It is the provision of a new critique , based on original site 
records where these still exist and a careful analysis of the information on each find , that 
has been the aim of the present work. 

The key sections of the book are chapters 3 and 4 . Chapter 3 lists each of the mounds 
individually and the finds derived from them, and gives details , where known, of the 
stratigraphical sequence . Chapter 4 contains an analysis of the site structure . From this 
analysis the obvious limitations of the field records emerge , in particular the variable 
standards of recording the stratigraphy , and the failure to record the stratigraphical 
location of many finds, a problem especially with categories such as the coarse pottery . 
The authors then go on to attempt a phasing of the site. Though the basis of the phasing 
is recorded mound by mound, only one example of the stratigraphical 'matrix ' is 
published , showing the methodology used and its limitations . As a result, without 
working through chapter 3 in detail , the phasing has to be taken somewhat on trust . The 
phases are then illustrated in four phase plans (Figs 4 .9--4 .12) which form the basis of 
further discussion . (It would have helped if these plans had included the mound numbers ; 
without them , the reader is forced to refer constantly to the pull-out plan at the back of 
the book .) 

The study of the British Iron Age in this century has suffered to an unusual degree 
from a methodological flaw - that of devising a model and then imposing it on the 
material and making the data fit. Hawkes 's ABC invasionist chronology, or Cunliffe's 
' Celtic ' model and settlement hierarchy at Danebury , are two of the best known 
examples . Glastonbury has suffered more than its fair share: from Dawkins' theory of a 
massacre of the inhabitants ; through Tratmann 's idea of square buildings replaced by 
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round; to David Clarke 's more embracing model from modular settlement units to 
oppida . The Clarke model is the one most extensively discussed and comprehensively 
demolished, though, as the authors note, it was of more interest to scholars outside Iron 
Age studies than to British Iron Age specialists such as Cunliffe (and myself) who tended 
simply to ignore it. The authors themselves note the variability of structures and 
groupings, and changes over time , but suggest that parts of the settlement were 
permanently occupied; increasingly in the later phases , however , there was , as Barrett has 
suggested, evidence for seasonality. 

The volume also includes overviews of various of the finds categories in the light of 
modern research, including re-analysis , although , wisely , no attempt is made to catalogue 
and illustrate the finds published in the original reports . Here I will make only one or two 
minor comments of these sections . Human bones . There seems to be an over­
representation of skulls. Is this a genuine aspect of the deposition , or is it biased by who 
was sorting and collecting the bones (Bulleid or the workmen)? Was there a bias towards 
saving skulls? Weapons . Weapons are rare on all settlement sites . There seems to be no 
difference between defended and undefended sites . Given the skulls with sword marks 
there is every evidence that the inhabitants of Glastonbury were as war-like as everyone 
else in the British Iron Age . Beads . It seems strange for Henderson to claim that the ring 
beads, etc ., are typical of the oppida when they are just as common on open settlements 
contemporary with Glastonbury (e .g . Aulnat and Patural near Clermont-Ferrand, or 
Breisach-Hochstetten) . Environment . Given the imported finds , such as wheel-thrown 
pottery, it would have been useful to have an overall map showing clearly what the 
authors thought was open , navigable water, and the access to the sea . Chronology . The 
authors have tended towards the new, long chronology which is emerging on the 
continent and is based on dendrochronology dates . It would have been better if they had 
been more explicit, and it does make for confusions when comparing , for instance , with 
Meare East , where they have employed a shorter chronology. Glastonbury seems mainly 
to belong to La Tene Dl (c. 120-80 BC) with a bit of D2 , which puts the date of 
abandonment , as the authors say, around the middle of the 1st century BC. However, the 
one brooch from the early phase is also La Tene D1 (find E244 from Mound 75 , not E272 
as stated on p. 154) . If this stratigraphy can be accepted, it casts doubt on the 3rd century 
date suggested by the authors for the beginning of the site . The radiocarbon dates are no 
help: even given the problems of using radiocarbon dating for the late 1st millennium , 
these dates seem unusually erratic. A new overall review of the chronology of the three 
lake villages , relative and absolute, is now much needed if we are to understand their 
local role and significance . 

So what are these sites? The building tradition is very much that of the crannogs, 
though they are geographically isolated from the main distribution of Iron Age crannogs 
in Scotland . The siting is also peculiar. The marshland environment may be rich in fish, 
birds and other wild animals , but these were resources rarely exploited in southern 
Britain during the Iron Age . Industrial activity (which the authors do not sufficiently 
stress) was extensive in comparison to most other Middle Iron Age sites such as 
Daoebury, suggesting that outsiders were being supplied (note, for example, the remains 
of wheeled vehicles) . In Western Europe there are only one or two comparable and 
contemporary sites - such as Aulnat-La Grande Borne or Breisach-Hochstetten - lying 
on small lowland, even marshland, sites and having a special industrial component. In a 
British context only Hengistbury Head has some elements of comparison. 

lo brief, this is a key volume, not only for understanding the lake villages , but for the 
British Iron Age generally. The authors must be congratulated on the painstaking, and 
often unrewarding , work published .in this excellently-produced volume . 

JOHN COLLIS 
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English Episcopal Acta, X, Bath and Wells 1061-1205, edited by Frances M .R. 
Ramsey. Oxford University Press for the British Academy, 1995. xcix + 252 pp, 4 pp of 
plates. £45 . ISBN O 19 726131 0 

The records of the medieval bishops of Bath and Wells beginning in 1264 have long been 
available among the volumes of the Somerset Record Society. The earliest, a fragment 
from the registry of Bishop Walter Giffard, reveals a system, perhaps less sophisticated 
than that in the contemporary dioceses of Salisbury or Lincoln, in which the day-to-day 
activities of the bishop and his officers are recorded. 

Before the mid 13th century, episcopal administration in Bath and Wells is much less 
easy to study, for the formal records of bishops, known as acta, are comparatively rare . 
In fact there are only 266 such documents for the episcopates of the six bishops from 
John of Tours (1061) to Savaric (1205) . Full texts of these acta have now been brought 
together by Frances Ramsey. In addition, appendices to her edition record references to 
44 acta now lost , itineraries of the bishops and biographical notes on deans, archdeacons, 
cathedral dignitaries and canons for the period . 

The acta have been arranged as far as possible in chronological sequence from a wide 
variety of sources - 27 different repositories including Evreux and Paris - in Latin with 
English summary and editorial notes including references to calendared versions . Their 
value is revealed in the long introduction whjch forms an extremely clear and revealing 
statement both of the individual activities of the bishops of the diocese at a crucial period 
in its development and also of an emerging episcopal bureaucracy. The machinations of 
Savaric in acquiring the abbacy of Glastonbury to add to the see of Bath and the 
emergence of the canons of Wells as full partners with the monks of Bath in the election 
of bishops are restated with the added authority of the archaeological record. Witnesses 
to the acta show how in the early part of the period in question archdeacons and a few 
other individuals including lay tenants were the constant companions of the bishops but 
that by the mid 12th century the episcopal household was increased in size through the 
provision of the estates attached to Wells . Savaric's many absences may have encouraged 
the growth of a more professional bureaucracy by the end of the century, but the 
appearance of the bishop's official was probably a natural consequence of the increased 
workload a bishop faced. 

To discover the personal influence of a bishop from the chance survival of his acta is 
perhaps to put a strain on evidence, but it is noticeable that Robert of Lewes , the only 
monk-bishop of the period , seems to have been particularly generous to the priory at 
Bruton and Reginald was founder of the hospital of St John at Bath. Other sources record 
Reginald 's crucial journey to the Grande Chartreuse when he persuaded St Hugh to 
become prior of Witham . The complete absence of any acta in favour of Cistercians , in 
fact the absence of Cistercians from the diocese until their arrival at Cleeve at the end of 
Reginald 's episcopate, has been explained by Professor Christopher Holdsworth as the 
result of the Clunjac Robert of Lewes 's antipathy to the Order. 

A collection of this kind, bringing together material from scattered sources , inevitably 
produces information new to many students. Such, for instance , is the actum either of 
Robert of Lewes or Reginald concerning tithes from Burnham and Brean belonging to 
the monks of Gloucester and later to the monks of Ewyas Harold, and other acta 
recording early links between Twerton and the nunnery of Kington St Michael, between 
Charlton Horethorne and Kenilworth priory , or between Lamyatt and the nuns of 
Godstow . The original acta concerning Martock's connexion with Mont St Michel , 
fortunately surviving in transcripts in the Public Record Office, were destroyed by 
bombing on 6 June 1944 in the allied at~ack on St Lo . 

ROBERT DUNNING 
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The Hungerford Cartulary: A Calendar of the Earl of Radnor's Cartulary of the 
Hungerford Family , edited by J.L. Kirby. Wiltshire Record Society, vol. XLIX (for 
1993), Trowbridge , 1994. £15 to members , £20 to non-members . (Available from 
Michael Lansdown , 53 Clevedon Road, Trowbridge , BA14 7BS.) ISBN O 901333 264 

The Hungerford family flourished as Wiltshire and Somerset landowners from the mid 
14th century onwards ; despite three executions for treason and a couple of expensive 
ransoms, they kept their estates substantially intact ' until they were gambled away at the 
court of Charles II '. Considerable evidences of their landholdings survive: large numbers 
of deeds, and , from the mid 15th century, two cartularies and fragments of two more . 
Three of these cartularies were, in the main, copies of the same material ; the one 
calendared here is possibly the latest manuscript , and apparently a working copy; another 
of the three is among the manuscript collections of this Society and is now preserved at 
the Somerset Record Office . 

Like most cartularies, the Radnor cartulary copies deeds great and minor, short-term 
and perpetual , roughly organised , in this case , by place , together with other matter 
relating to the estates: inquisitions post mortem , court proceedings , pedigrees , receipts 
and letters . None, perhaps, is individually remarkable, although some are less aridly legal 
than others: Thomas Cheddar, in 1441 , writing to Walter, lord Hungerford, explaining 
that illness prevented him from doing homage for lands in Stony Littleton in person (no . 
817) ; Joan Whittocksmead , in 1344, giving her daughter Eleanor to Roger Brikebek to 
marry or put in a nunnery, as he prefers (no . 881); a release of all legal action relating to 
the abduction of Eleanor , daughter of John Mountford, in 1426 (no. 816); the 
excommunication in 1380 of those who stole the muniments of Sir Thomas Wake of 
Winterbourne Stoke (no . 105). 

But the main interest of the vast majority of the documents is their particular detail of 
locality , kinship, and conveyance, and in this respect Somerset local history is the 
fortunate and incidental beneficiary of the Wiltshire Record Society. Of the 950 entries in 
this calendar, nearly 200 relate to places h.istorically in Somerset - Farleigh Hungerford 
of course , but also Wellow, Twinhoe, and Kilmersdon - often rich in local detail (no. 812, 
selected as an almost random example, specifies rights, fields , tenants , woods, and crofts 
in Farleigh Hungerford, Chatley, Tellisford , and Wick). Many other entries also refer, in 
passing , to Somerset places or people , such as the honour of Dunster or the abbey estates 
of Glastonbury, although the identification of ' Michael, parson of Cleeve' with Old 
Cleeve (no . 4) perhaps needs justification . All in al 1, a rich crop of reference . 

Occasionally there is key information about the accumulation and administration of 
the estates : Wellow and Farleigh Hungerford passing as security for a £2 ,000 debt in 
1341 (no . 755) ; the maintenance, among other apparatus, of a gallows and a 'stoup ' 
(possibly here , as in Axbridge and elsewhere, a ducking-stool?) in Wellow (no . 763); the 
letting of Wellow and Farleigh at farm in 1370 (nos 803-4) . Mostly, however, the process 
of territorial aggrandisement has to be deduced from the aggregated testimony of these 
and many other sources . 

In quality this calendar is all that could be required : lucid in abstract , precise in 
apparatus , explicit about difficulties in interpretation , assiduous in place-name 
identification , and very fully indexed , all according to the best conventions . In quantity , 
however, the ungrateful reader may be disappointed , both in the text and in the apparatus. 

Lacunae in the text of the cartulary are treated inconsistently. No . 694 , a final concord , 
ends 'etc' , but the editor supplies the residue from the published abstracts of Wiltshire 
fines. No. 426 , a transcript of proceedings in King 's Bench , breaks off in mid-entry , but a 
footnote summarises the significant portions of the remainder by reference to the Coram 
Rege Roll . Yet when no . 361, an inquisition post mortem, is abandoned halfway through , 
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the editor merely notes the existence of a comp.lete version on the Exchequer Memoranda 
RolL It would have been more useful to complete the calendar entry, with resort to square 
brackets where necessary. Least helpfully of all, the editor (or his general editor) has 
taken the decision not to include some thirty folios of the cartulary, relating to the 
chantry of Farleigh Hungerford, and omjtted because they were published in 1879 in a 
volume which few readers of this calendar wiU have to hand . 

As to commentary and apparatus, the introduction , admirable as far as it goes, is 
disappointingly short on detail about the estates and their history, and referral to the 
editor's unpublished thesis makes only part recompense . Also , although the calendar 
follows the (roughly topographical) order of the cartulary, there is a much greater need 
for cross-references between associated documents than is satisfied here; furthermore , 
undated items are only dated 'when a fairly precise date can be given from other 
sources' , which means that the reader has to guess the chronological place of, say, an 
undated charter (e .g . no . 571) for which the editor could doubtless have supplied termini 
post and ante . There are very useful notes under some entries; more of the editor's 
obvious knowledge imparted in this way would have added greatly to the reader's ease 
and enjoyment of a thoroughly worthwhile volume. 

J.B. POST 

Sir Stephen Glynne's Church Notes for Somerset , edited by Michael McGarvie. 
Somerset Record Society, vol. 82, Taunton, 1994. xxxi + 400 pp; illustrated. £35+ p. & p. 
ISBN O 901732 30 3 

The fine medieval parish churches of Somerset are one of the principal glories of the 
county, and trus attractive volume combines two features which will be of great interest 
to the many students of these buildings . The scholarly work of Michael McGarvie has 
provided us with a complete edition of the notes made by Sir Stephen Glynne between 
1825 and his death in 1874, while David Bromwich has selected a large number of 19th 
century views of churches and church interiors , most of them from the remarkable 
collections belonging to the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society. 
Together, the notes and illustrations provide a unique view and description of many 
Somerset churches before all the changes and restorations of the later 19th century. 

From Michael McGarvie's introduction we learn that Sir Stephen Glynne (1807-74) 
was a country gentleman of antiquarian inclination who devoted much of his life to 
visiting churches all over England , making careful notes of what he observed. At the age 
of eight he inherited the family mansion and estate at Ha warden Castle in Flintshire , and 
after education at Eton and Christchurch, Oxford , was able to begin the tours of 
churches , both in this country and abroad , whjch were to occupy much of his time for the 
rest of his life . He left the work of administering his estate to W.E . Gladstone, the future 
Prime Minister , who had married Glynne 's sister, Catherine . Glynne 's dedication to 
church visiting , his interest in architecture and liturgical arrangement, his correspondence 
and meetings with like-minded scholars, and his membership of the Ecclesiological 
Society , all meant that he became an expert, accurate observer, identifying the 
architectural styles and recording with precision the architectural hi story and notable 
features of the churches he inspected. 

In Somerset he visited and made notes on 256 , or more than half , of the parish 
churches in the county, a remarkable achievement , since much of his travel was on 
horseback and there were few guides. Inevitably readers will find that he did not visit 
some of their favourite churches. For examp.le , he omitted Lullington and Orchardleigh 
in the east, Chewton Mendip in the north , and Cannington and Stogursey in the west; but 
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for the many churches he did visit Glynne's notes provide an invaluable source of 
accurate information about their condition , appearance , architectural features and 
furnishings during the mid 19th century. The excellent idea of including the l 9th century 
illustrations with Glynne 's notes makes this volume all the more useful. Many of the 
illustrations are from the magnificent series on Somerset buildings made by John Buckler 
(1770-1851) and his son , John Chessell Buckler (1793-1894), or by the noted Somerset 
artist William Walter Wheatley (1811-85), whose watercolours of Somerset scenes , 
buildings , churches and church interiors , including local people, are charming as well as 
informative . 

Glynne 's verdicts on the churches he visited are often uncompromising . Like most 
Victorian gentleman , he preferred the Decorated style to all others , and thus he describes 
the remarkable Saxon work in Milborne Port as ' of a rude and curious character ', 
although as a good scholar he does not fail to notice the similarities with the notable 
Saxon tower at Earls Barton , Northamptonshire . The Roman altar stone built into 
Compton Dando church he notes is ' a rude sculptured figure' ; Saltford church he 
dismisses as ' a small poor church, mostly of debased character ' , while TolJand is ' a small 
church of no beauty ' . He was, however, greatly impressed by most of the Somerset 
churches he visited , and writes enthusiastically of St Mary 's , Taunton , as ' very spacious 
and handsome ', while of North Petherton he writes: 'This is a beautiful church of 
Rectilinear [i .e. Perpendicular] character, particularly remarkable for its magnificent 
tower standing at the west end and which is among the finest in the county '. He was 
similarly impressed by Martock, Kingsbury Episcopi , Shepton Mallet , Somerton , 
Evercreech , St John 's, Glastonbury, St Decuman's , North Cadbury and numerous others 
such as BanweJJ where he noted ' a very fine church , wholly Perpendicular and one of the 
finest examples of the genuine Somersetshire church '. 

Some churches , such as Clutton, Chew Magna or Corfe , had already been restored or 
rebuilt when he visited, or, li_ke Norton St Philip , were undergoing thorough restoration. 
For most churches , however, Glynne 's visit preceded restoration , which makes his 
descriptions of interiors even more interesting. In some churches, such as Ditcheat and 
Sutton Bingham, the wall -paintings which are now such a prominent feature of the 
interiors had not yet been uncovered and are not mentioned , although he comments 
frequently on stained glass and on screens or carved bench-ends such as those at Hatch 
Beauchamp , Brent Knoll and Crowcombe . Glynne did not like box pews , and at 
Minehead, although he was impressed by the architecture, he thought the interior ' not 
corresponding in beauty, and chiefly from the pues and general fill up being so very bad '. 

Glynne often comments on the huge monuments to gentry families which are such an 
overwhelming feature of many church interiors. At Hinton St George he notes that the 
north transept ' abounds with sepulchral monuments' of the Pouletts, and at Goathurst 
notes the ' several costly, modem monuments to the Tyntes ' . The Wyndham tombs at St 
Decumao 's he condemns as ' an example of the decline of monuments to downright 
barbarism' . Interestingly, although Glynne comments on the Jennings tomb by the altar at 
Curry Rivel, with its charming figures of the Jennings Children , he does not mention the 
huge canopy surmounted by the four naked and remarkably buxom female cherubs , nor 
does Wheatley show them in his illustration of the monument. 

AU concerned are to be congratulated on the production of this handsome volume. 
Michael McGarvie mentions in the Introduction that he quailed before the huge task of 
transcribing Glynne 's notes, and we are indebted to him that he pressed on and completed 
the work. That volumes of this quality and scholarly interest are issued free to members 
of the Somerset Record Society in return for the modest subscription is a powerful 
incentive to join. 

J.H . BETIEY 
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Somerset: The Complete Guide, by Robin Bush , with photographs by Julian Comrie . 
The Dovecote Press, Wimborne, 1994. 256 pp. Hardback £18.95; paperback £14 .95. 

This is a descriptive gazetteer to places in the 1974 county, augmented by essays on 
particular areas and topics, and concluding with lists of tourist information: in 
conception , a guidebook with plenty for any visitor or resident. But its title, and its 
publisher's claim that this is 'one of the most important books on the county to have been 
published this century' , mark it out from the many other useful Somerset guides, and 
demand closer scrutiny. 

What is a Complete Guide? The quaintly whiggish title, incongruous in a modern 
work , is endorsed by a blurb and a preface which seem to offer something 
comprehensive, but the reality is different. Among the acknowledgements at the back is 
an inconspicuous admission that ' this is an historian's guide to Somerset' , and so it is . 
Following roughly the pattern of Arthur Mee, and heavily informed by Pevsner and the 
Victoria County History , the author conveys vastly more information than The King 's 
England, but with much less grace and warmth . Local historians will be perplexed by 
what this book does and does not contain ; others will be disappointed at how much is 
skimped or neglected, while the general visitor may have difficulty in navigating the 
swamp of detail. 

For the book is not as well arranged as its presentation suggests . It is unhelpful to have 
subject essays interspersed in the gazetteer; also, although these essays are listed by page 
number, the pages on which they appear do not carry numbers . On the other hand, the 
area essays , which are paginated , are not itemised in the list of contents at all . Gazetteer 
entries - often several columns of small print - are not subdivided or flagged for easy 
reference; bold type for the names of main attractions has been applied , inexplicably and 
deceptively, to a few items in a few entries only. Furthermore , the map has been placed to 
suit the printer and not the reader. 

The gazetteer, though alphabetical, is poorly organised . It includes 'every village in 
the modern county which has its own parish church , and obviously every town' . Yet 
some places are treated differently : Upton Noble, always a chapelry of Batcombe, has its 
own entry (not crossreferred from Batcombe) , as does Brendon Hill , with no parochial 
church or status at all. Moreover, the Brendon Hill entry contains information which 
should be elsewhere; the entry for Old CJeeve (and its combined vicarage of Leighland, 
which is not present alphabetically in the gazetteer, although a benefice with a church) 
ignores the mineral railway and its thousand-yard incline - they are cited under Brendon 
Hill. A reference book needs clear definitions, strictly observed ; otherwise the user is 
bound to be inconvenienced , if not misled . 

This inconsistency extends to the scope of information , as weU as its location. The 
naturalist, in particular, is exceedingly ill served; despite an essay on Wildlife and Nature 
Reserves, the gazetteer is often scanty on such matters: a very extensive entry for Meare 
concludes with a perfunctory mention, without description, of Westhay Moor, while the 
large reserve of Langford Heathfield, including ancient woodland, is not mentioned at all 
under Langford Budville. The industrial archaeologist may ask why the extensive lead 
workings at Priddy Mineries are not mentioned under Priddy. The rambler, too, and the 
real ale drinker, and the parent of small children will find this guide much less than 
complete. 

For the author's preferences are almost exclusively historical ; more seriously, they 
are old-fashioned in ways which severely straiten the book's coverage even within 
this limited ambit. Manorial descents get disproportionate treatment (more than half 
of the entry for Chewton Mendip) . Placenames are anatomised . Somerset's ' superb 
parish churches of high quality' are described lavishly ; yet nonconformist chapels 
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('distinguished largely by their austerity') get proportionately little attention . Thus 
' Bridgwater had a long nonconformist tradition ' , but its redundant, stately brick barn 
of a Wesleyan chapel (1816 , remodelled 1860) is not mentioned ; Wedmore 's entry (as 
in Pevsner , which may be no coincidence) ignores not only the handsome tin 
tabernacle, but also the graceful Wesleyan chapel of 1817 . The author may not like 
them, but they cannot with propriety be omitted from a ' complete guide ' which is so 
tolerant aesthetically that Burnham-on-Sea ' still preserves much of its Victorian 
charm' and the soulless restoration of Li I stock church passes uncensured . Stately 
homes, by contrast , bring out the adjectives ('fairytale', ' magnificent', ' delightful ', 
' exquisite ' ), and there are many signs of a weakness for ' old ' families . In sad keeping 
with all this fogeyism is a gratuity of scatological placenames and indecorou s 
anecdotes , and an unmannerly parenthesis on the New Age pilgrims who sustain 
Glastonbury 's vitality. 

The experienced and sceptical local historian who can identify the likely ulterior 
sources and make allowances for Mr Bush 's predilections will find it useful to keep this 
volume at home , in the car, or in the rucksack , as a temporary substitute for Collinson , 
the VCH, and other less portable items . Unfortunately , however, the book has sufficient 
gravitas to imply more authority than it has ; the lofty exactitude in names and dates and 
topography too often disguises the insecurity of its foundations , and need s to be 
challenged . 

Placenames provide many small examples of overweening erudition . 'Stowey ' (as in 
Nether Stowey) 'means " stone way", probably referring to the Saxon herepath or 
highway which ran through the neighbouring Over Stowey' . Mention of the herepath 
(which should have been translated accurately as 'army-path ' ) is misleading ; the 
Harepath, interestingly, is still so called , but Saxon military routes were not 
characteristically paved , while Stowey in Cutcombe and Stowey in Chew hundred cast 
further doubt on the suggested origin . The derivation is borrowed from Ekwall, but, since 
Stan wey with an n is not cited and Stokeweye is found elsewhere , stoc-weg (perhaps 
' cattle-farm way ' ) should have been considered too . Similarly, the author translates 
' Dodington ' as ' the settlement of Dodo 's people ', and derives it from the Domesday 
tenant Doda . This explanation conflates conflicting etymologies : either the name was 
originally Dodantun, 'Doda 's settlement', and thus perhaps (only perhaps) named after 
the Domesday Doda , or else it was Dodingatun , 'the settlement of Doda 's people ', in 
which case , like other -ingas- names , it is probably several centuries earlier than 
Domesday. 

No doubt the author and his publishers would protest that such nicety of interpretation 
is beyond a general guidebook , but thi s work is so ostentatiously full of learning that 
general reader and scholar alike are entitled to expect more scruple in the treatment of 
uncertainties . Still more , they are entitled to competence in the treatment of certainties. 
For example: assizes were not held four times a year; those familiar with their Somerset 
VCH will remember that the hide was 'originally ' a unit of household or kin group 
taxation and not a measure of land at all - let alone (in Somerset) the mainly East 
Anglian measure of 120 acres; Downside Abbey is not , and never has been , a ' village 
church ' ; and it is a solecism for an archivist to render the thorn-substitute y as ' y ' in ' ye 
Abbey '. 

Rightl y, this will be a much used and much reviled book . It stands as an incomplete 
and inadequately polished draft of a really worthwhile guide; if it can be amplified by the 
author (perhaps with collaborators to make good the idiosyncratic coverage) , checked 
factually by experts, and revised unflinchingly by a sharp-eyed and clear-headed editor, a 
second edition might be something like the work this claims to be . 

J.B. POST 
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Yeovil: a Pictorial History , by Leslie Brooke. Phillimore & Co . Ltd, Chichester, 1994. 
128 pp; 181 plates . £12.95. ISBN O 85033 905 7 

This book of photographs from the Museum of South Somerset forms an excellent guide 
to the history of Yeovil, with plenty to interest those who already know the town and 
those who are new to it. The book is divided into sections covering topics such as shops, 
social occasions and transport. A short introduction to each section sets the scene , and 
provides background information on the earlier history of Yeovil , while the detailed and 
well-researched captions add much to the usefulness of the photographs . There is even a 
problem to test the local knowledge of readers : the location of the mysterious 'Lyde 
House' in plate 65. 

The photographs are excellently reproduced and the text reaches the high standard we 
have come to expect from Leslie Brooke. As a result the book will not only entertain the 
casual reader but offer a great deal to the serious student of local history. 

SOPHIA POPHAM 

Index of Somerset Probate Inventories, by Adrian Webb . Harry Galloway Publishing , 
Weston-super-Mare, 1995 . vii+ 116 pp. £12 .50. ISBN 1 873931 41 7 

The enterprising Harry Galloway publishing has in this new book added another essential 
reference work to the library of Somerset and other historians . Adrian Webb 's Index of 
Somerset Probate Inventories gathers details of over 6 ,000 probate inventories known to 
survive in the Somerset Record Office, the Bristol Record Office, and the Public Record 
Office in London . Each entry states the name of the deceased , his parish , any 
occupational or other description, the date, and the document reference . The volume is 
arranged as an alphabetical sequence by surname, but there are subsidiary indexes by 
place and description. 

Probate inventories , containing details of the possessions and liabilities of the 
deceased, are among the most vivid and informative sources for local history. That so 
many Somerset inventories survived the destruction of probate records in Exeter during 
the Second World War is a happy accident. In particular, over 4,000 inventories for the 
Archdeaconty of Taunton (an area covering the western third of the county) were 
preserved at Taunton Castle with the records of the manor of Taunton Deane . These 
inventories form the core of Adrian Webb 's index, but he has been extremely industrious 
in discovering other sources, particularly those which have remained until now largely 
hidden in the Public Record Office . The majority of inventories described in the book 
cover the period from about 1600 to about 1750; but exceptions carry the index as far 
back as the 15th century and as far forward as the 19th . 

This index, which is well presented and produced , will have lasting value and be much 
consulted . 

TOM MAYBERRY 

Somerset Paupers: Unremembered Lives , by Thelma Munckton . Wincanton Press , 
Wincanton, 1994. 208 pp . £20 . ISBN O 948699 28 0 

This book is the culmination of a project which began in 1983 . Over the course of a 
decade, Thelma Munckton , assisted by Irene Pendlebury, indexed all the settlement and 
bastardy papers in the Somerset Record Office and so produced a research tool which has 
already proved its great value to historians of many kinds . The original index aims to be 
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comprehensive , and contains reference to some 50,000 documents. This book , by 
contrast, calendars records of 190 selected cases ranging in date from 1658 to 1862. 

In her introduction Miss Munckton describes the Poor Law legislation which gave rise 
to the documents , and discusses the information which they typically contain. They range 
from the laconic removal orders to the highly informative settlement examinations , 
documents which at their fullest amount to small-scale biographjes of individual paupers . 
It is upon the examjnations that the book largely draws . 

There are many remarkable cases. One tells the story of John Morel, born in France, 
who came to Plymouth in about 1693 to learn the 'English tongue '. After eleven months 
he was press-ganged aboard the Victory and served nearly a year before being discharged . 
The settlement examination goes on to give details of John 's employment as a wool dyer 
in the Frome area. Another case concerns Elizabeth Smith , a soldier's wife , who in 1740 
was removed from Durham to Bridgwater by mistake for Bridgnorth. And in 1862, 
William Elmes, a mjner at Blaina in Monmouthshire, sought relief from hjs home parish 
of High Littleton, having had an arm amputated twenty years before , and now having lost 
a foot as a result of a mining accident. The overseers of Blaina explained that ' he hopes 
to get a donkey and cart and sell a little greengrocery .' There are also two 19th century 
cases referring to wife selling. 

The book includes as an appendix a list of those statutes from 1572 to 1948 which 
affected the working of the Poor Law. The provisions of each Act are briefly explained and 
as a quick reference to the changes in the system over nearly 400 years the appendix is 
invaluable . There are indexes of places and examjnants (although not of other persons 
mentioned) . The book vividly evokes the lives of the Somerset poor over two centuries , and 
is a very welcome and illumjnating addition to published sources of West Country history. 

S.J. BERRY 

The Overland Way. From Porlock to Portland in the Bronze Age? An Investigation , 
by Hazel Eardley-Wilmot. Published by the author, and distributed by Westcountry 
Books , Tiverton , 1995 . 32 pp ., 3 maps , paperback; £2 .95. ISBN 189838613 7 

In thjs monograph our former President publishes an amplified version of her Presidential 
Address to the Society, delivered at Nettlecombe Court in 1993 . Miss Eardley-Wilmot 
proposes the existence of a Bronze Age trade route from Porlock Weir to Portland, and 
suggests it as part of a route by land and sea for taking Irish gold to a distribution point in 
central France. 

The existence of such a route must lie beyond proof or disproof in the present state of 
our knowledge , and not all readers will finally be persuaded by the author's hypothesis . 
But Miss Eardley-Wilmot argues her case with admjrable conviction and writes with all 
her usual clarity and elegance. The book, whjch is well produced, contains three helpful 
maps and a striking cover photograph of a green lane at Axe Ford in Dorset. 

TOM MAYBERRY 

Somerset Villages: Haselbury Plucknett. Evolution and Change of Land, Society and 
Buildings . Somerset and South Avon Vernacular Building Research Group , c/o Rural 
Life Museum, Glastonbury, 1994. v + 96 pp; numerous maps, plans and illustrations. 
£7 .50 + £1.25 postage . 

The Somerset and South Avon Vernacular Building Research Group has now completed 
six detailed studies of villages in the south and east of Somerset. This geographical bias , 
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of which the Group is conscious, is understandable, since the members tend to live within 
this area of the county, access to houses requires personal contact, and repeated visits are 
necessary to record them . Clare Austin has been well placed in this respect , since she 
lives within Haselbury Plucknett itself. She has been responsible for much of the research 
and writing of the Group's latest study, assisted principally by David Austin , John 
Dallimore and John and Jane Penoyre . 

As in its previous studies, the Group has attempted to do much more than confine 
itself to a description of the housing stock of Haselbury Plucknett , although the latter is 
itself a considerable achievement, covering approximately 50 houses dating from the 
15th to the 19th centuries. The first third of the volume is devoted to a wide-ranging 
survey of the history of the settlement and its associated land, including the influence of 
geology , watercourses, roads, parks, woodland and early landownership on the 
topography and boundaries of the parish , and the possibility that the village may have 
been one of a group of early planned settlements . Little documentary evidence on land 
use and tenure in Hase I bury Plucknett seems to survive from before the 19th century, but 
19th century maps and present-day field boundaries suggest that there was an open-field 
system in the middle ages (as in much of south-east Somerset) which was subsequently 
eroded by a gradual process of enclosure by agreement. Members of the Portman family 
held the lordship of the manor for approximately three hundred years until the sale of the 
estate in 1924; in the late 19th century they reorganized the farms and carried out 
philanthropic projects which created a series of buildings in a recognizable 'Portman 
style ' which bore little relation to the traditional vernacular architecture of the area . The 
Portmans even set up a short-lived brickworks in the parish to provide some of the 
materials for their building activities. 

This broader historical account includes surveys of demographic trends and changes in 
the occupational structure of the parish, and there is a detailed examination of the village 
as it was in 1840---41. Of particular interest is the past role of industry, particularly the 
weaving of girth-webbing , which in the mid 19th century employed more people than 
those working in agriculture and was chiefly done by women working at small 
handlooms in their own homes. The evidence of maps and early photographs (some of 
which are reproduced) shows that the village was formerly crowded with dwellings, 
creating almost the impression of a small town; but the settlement pattern of Puddle 
Town , on the road leading west from the village, stretches out along a series of narrow 
strips of land running parallel w.ith the road, suggesting squatter origins. 

The study next turns its attention to a general survey of the houses of Haselbury 
Plucknett. Ten survive from the 15th and 16th centuries (including some open-hall 
houses) and a larger number from the 17th century. All the identified early houses have 
been recorded, as have most of those dating from the mid 17th century until 1800, but the 
19th century houses, which are not regarded as truly 'vernacular' apart from the use of 
local building stone, have only been sampled. An attempt is then made to explain the 
functions of the rooms in the houses . Documentary sources for this in earlier centuries 
are very limited (not least because of the destruction of many probate inventories in 
Exeter during the war) but the texts of several surviving records are quoted in full and 
discussed in some detail. There is then a helpful summing-up in which the evolution of 
housing in Haselbury is set against the broader historical background. 

The individual reports on the houses occupy much of the second half of the volume , 
but they are preceded by a discussion of particular features, such as building materials , 
mouldings , plan-forms and roof construction, which includes some useful pointers for the 
study of vernacular buildings in the county as a whole . Some of the mouldings referred to 
are illustrated by line-drawings , and roof-types, ranging from early cruck trusses to 19th 
century king-post roofs, and some common plan-types are also illustrated (although the 
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latter do not include the gable-entry plan which occurs in several of the individual 
reports). Most of the older houses in Haselbury are built of the local stone , which is 
similar i.n appearance to Harn Hill stone, although some of the latter was used for high­
quality dressed work; but it is perhaps surprising to learn that , despite the close proximity 
of Ham Hill, so many of the window frames and other features in the Haselbury houses 
were constructed of wood - presumably for reasons of economy. 

The individual house reports are concisely written and illustrated with plans and, in 
some cases , elevations, sections and points of detail, but the study does not include the 
summaries in tabular form which were included in the Group 's previous volume on 
Chiselborough; nor has there been any attempt to trace the descent of each property -
perhaps because the documentary sources are less informative than those for 
Chiselborough. Buildings of particular interest (to this reviewer, at least) include Oak 
House, which may have been a late-medieval galleried inn with external timber-framing , 
and The Old House, a 15th century open-hall house which may also have been timber­
framed originally. Timber-framing is a rarity in a rural context in Somerset, but cob is 
much more common - yet in the case of Haselbury the use of thls material, also, can only 
be inferred (in this instance, from the depth of the cruck-posts in one or two houses), so 
completely did the stone-building tradition take over. 

The text of this study is well written and illustrated with a useful series of maps , 
figures and sketches (John Penoyre is the illustrator). There are few misprints and only 
one inaccurate cross-reference has been noticed . Within the limitations of the available 
sources the study has been well-researched and there is much of interest in the broader 
historical account as well as in the descriptions of the houses. It is inevitable that some 
matters of dating and interpretation will give rise to further discussion ; but the members 
of the Group have been able to apply to the subject a considerable expertise built up over 
many year-~ and this account is warmly recommended to anyone with an interest in the 
local history and vernacular (and post-vernacular) architecture of the county. 

MARK MCDERMOTT 


