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SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 

County Archaeological Officer 's Report 
This has been an extremely busy year for the archaeological team which is part of the 
Environment Department of Somerset County Council. The total number of planning­
related archaeological enquiries remained at around 500 in 1992. There have been 
fewer large-scale private planning applications during the year, an indication of the 
effects of the economic recession in Somerset; at the same time, however, the number 
of small-scale and local authority developments has risen. 

The effectiveness of government advice in PPGJ6, Archaeology and Planning has 
now been established within the county and many sites are being evaluated and 
assessed prior to any development work taking place. In addition to PPG16, the 
revised County Structure Plan was approved by central government in September 
1992. The revised policy on archaeology is as follows: 

AHS . High priority will be given to the protection, preservation and enhancement 
of Scheduled Monuments and other Archaeological Sites of National and County 
Importance through the following measures: 
1. Every effort will be made to preserve such sites intact and development which 

either directly or indirectly would damage or destroy their archaeological 
significance, character and setting will normally not be permitted. 

2. Where these sites are affected, either directly or indirectly, by development 
proposals, appropriate evaluation will be required to determine their full 
archaeological significance. 

3. In the exceptional circumstances of development being approved, further 
investigation and recording will be required to ensure that the development 
gives appropriate recognition to, and is compatible with, the site's 
archaeological significance, character and setting. 

Other areas, which by virtue of location, character and evidence are identified as 
Areas of High Archaeological Potential and which are affected either directly or 
indirectly by development proposals , will be subject to evaluation as indicated 
under measure 2 above. This may lead to formal designation as Scheduled 
Monuments or Sites of National or County Importance and, in appropriate cases, a 
requirement for further investigation and recording in conformity with measure 3. 

This policy will set the general planning framework for the preservation and 
recording of the archaeological heritage of the county over the next ten years. 

The role of the archaeological and conservation team continues to expand and 
develop within the County Council. The provision of archaeological advice and 
methods of 'best practice' has been a priority on several county-owned sites during 
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the year. In particular, the construction of a large sports hall complex at the Kings of 
Wessex School, Cheddar, has only been possible by designing the building on a raised 
platfonn and concrete raft, above the archaeological deposits. 

Work has continued during 1992 on the conservation and preservation of the last 
remaining brick kiln at Barham's brickworks in Bridgwater. The kiln has been 
restored and made accessible to the public. A purpose-built museum building will 
open in 1993 to house the brick and tile collection from Bridgwater Museum and 
explain the story of brick and tile making in Somerset. 

Several road schemes have been looked at and evaluated by the Environment 
Department during 1992 and archaeological assessment has been undertaken along 
the lines of the Doulting by pass, Wells relief road and the West Somerset link road. 
In addition, the Department of Transport has continued to assess the impact of future 
work on the archaeological and historic landscape features beside the A303 in the 
area between Ilminster and Marsh and the area between Sparkford and Ilchester. Post­
excavation work on the Encie Farm site discovered on the Wincanton-Zeals section 
has continued. 

The Public Inquiry into the application to extend the ARC quarry at Whatley lasted 
for six weeks and several archaeological and listed building issues were presented. A 
decision on the proposal is expected from the DoE in 1993. Several archaeological 
sites were identified as part of the assessment of the application area but there is 
usually no preservation option for archaeological remains where quarrying is the main 
threat to the site. All the historic landscape will be removed to gain access to the 
underlying limestone. This will include stone walls, hedges, archaeological 
earthworks, trackways and buildings. Of particular concern is the status which is 
given to standing farm buildings, often old in their own right or on the site of earlier 
buildings. Such structures are frequently both listed buildings and archaeological sites 
and need detailed analysis before a true assessment of their value can be made. The 
decision over the preservation or destruction of Finger Farm in Whatley parish will 
act as a guide for future proposals affecting historic buildings and archaeological sites 
in the Mendips. 

It was in 1892 that excavations began at the Glastonbury Lake Village site and in 
order to commemorate the centenary of this event Somerset County Council in co­
operation with the Willows Garden Centre totally revised and upgraded the Peat 
Moors Visitor Centre at The Willows near Westhay. The improvement works 
consisted of a new exhibition, a reconstruction of the original Bulleid and Gray site 
hut by the Somerset County Museums Service and the construction of prehistoric 
trackways and a large Glastonbury-style Iron Age roundhouse. The centre was 
nominated for the British Archaeological Awards 1992 and was awarded first place in 
the Virgin Group award for the best presentation of an archaeological project to the 
public. This is a very fine achievement and was largely made possible by the efforts 
of Margaret Cox, Peter Mccrone and a team of enthusiastic helpers. More than 
25,000 visits were made to the new centre during the year which has been very 
popular with school groups and local societies. The project is set to run for five years. 

The County Council works closely with English Heritage on a wide range of 
projects ranging from extensive surveys, such as the one of the Blackdown Hills Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty begun this year, to small rescue projects in churches. 
English Heritage's Inspector of Ancient Monuments responsible for Somerset has for 
several years been Paul Gosling, but Paul has now moved on and been replaced by 
Andrew Davison. I would like to thank Paul for his enthusiastic and professional 
advice on a wide range of archaeological issues. 

The following reports give details of the wide range of projects undertaken in the 
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county, by both professional and amateur groups and individuals. All this work is to 
be applauded as part of the continuing effort to investigate and conserve the heritage 
of Somerset. 

(R.A. Croft) 

SURVEY, FIELDWORK AND EXTENSIVE SITES 

A303 Sparkford to Ilchester Road Improvement 
Archaeological monitoring of 49 geological trial pits and trenches was carried out by 
AC Archaeology along a 4.5 km length of the proposed route of the A303 road 
improvement between Sparkford and Ilchester during February and March 1992. In 
addition, a 'walk-over' inspection was undertaken of the field plots likely to be 
affected by the scheme to note any areas of archaeological potential. A single 
archaeological feature containing a large quantity of early Iron Age pottery was noted 
in one trial pit (no. 125 at ST 58402547) where surface finds and soil marks indicate 
the presence of a previously unrecorded prehistoric site. Small quantities of 
prehistoric, Romano-British and medieval finds were recovered from arable field 
surfaces elsewhere along the route, and undated earthworks were noted in pasture. It 
is anticipated that the resulting report will be used to provide data for a forthcoming 
Environmental Assessment of the route proposals. 

(Peter W. Cox) 

Exmoor National Park 
Following the publication this year of their Survey of Lithic Monuments the Royal 
Commission on the Historical Monuments of England have decided to carry out a 
survey of the whole of the National Park over the next six years. This will be a vital 
step forward in improving understanding of the location, distribution and significance 
of sites and monuments on the moor and will provide the first comprehensive base­
map of Exmoor's archaeology. Work began in December 1992 in the western half of 
the area and will progress eastward over the coming years . Surveys of the National 
Park Authority 's own landholdings were begun for management purposes by Richard 
McDonnell and have resulted in a large increase in the number of recorded sites. 
Work was also carried out to repair a footbridge at Clicket and 'first aid' was given to 
the unique pottery kiln in the grounds of the Luttrell Arms Hotel, Dunster. Further 
repairs are under discussion for 1993. 

(S.V.E. Heal) 

The Shapwick Project 
The multi-disciplinary project based on the parish of Shapwick which began in 
October 1988 was continued in 1992. It is envisaged that the project will last for ten 
years finishing in 1998. 

1. A brief but intensive season of fieldwalking in November 1992 concentrated on 
fields that had not been walked in previous years. Some 7 fields totalling over 30 ha 
(75 a) were examined. Analysis of the finds from this campaign, and of finds from 
1991, will be undertaken in 1993 by Christopher Gerrard and Alejandra Gutierrez. It 
is already clear, however, that earlier settlement and manuring activity only occur in 
certain topographical zones of the parish. Although there is a little evidence of 
prehistoric activity from the Nidons, there is no early medieval evidence. The same is 
true for the low-lying area in the centre of the higher ground of the ridge to the south. 
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Roman and early medieval finds seem to be concentrated in the centre of the parish 
where the medieval village and the present-day farms lie. 

(M. Aston, N. Corcos, S. Everden, H. Jelley, P. Gardiner, 
D. Hill-Cottingham, J. Bryon and many others) 

2. Two areas were surveyed by the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments 
(England), namely the former church site east of the village and garden earthworks in 
Henhills Copse. The church was situated on a mound next to a spring; it may well have 
been founded in the 8th century on a pre-Christian religious site and have become a 
minster for the estate belonging to Glastonbury Abbey in the 10th century. The second 
site was linked in the 18th century by an avenue of trees which ran along the Nidons and 
back to the manor house, now Shapwick House Hotel. The earthworks may well 
represent a distant pleasance or banqueting place frequented on rides out from the manor. 

A survey was also undertaken of the mounds in the parish which can be shown to 
represent barrows, windmill sites and limekilns. There are now eight possible and 
probable barrow sites in the parish, including some which may have been reused as 
windmill mounds. There are now known to have been three separate windmills in the 
parish (not two as has been suggested before). These date respectively from ?1325 to 
1762, ?1762 to 1826, and ?1826 to c. 1880. There were at least two limekilns in the 
parish . An appraisal of the stream courses in the centre and west of the parish 
suggests considerable modification to their natural courses in an attempt to canalise 
the water to a probable mill at Kent Farm. A mill represents the likely origin of this 
holding, making it the only mill outside the village in the pre-enclosure period. A mill 
is recorded in the late 12th century though not in Domesday Book (1086). 

A second area of pre-enclosure ridge and furrow was located in lcehouse Copse. 
Like that in Beggars Bush Copse this area had been preserved by the planting of a 
plantation. On the west side of the village several house platforms indicate minor 
settlement shrinkage in the period before the first village map was produced in 1750. 

(M. Aston) 

3. In March 1992 an excavation was carried out in a small copse created in the late 
18th century (when the park was created for the manor) over what had been part of 
the medieval and post-medieval village. Few structures were well preserved; most 
seem to have been removed during emparking. Remains of former streets, building 
foundations, cobbled yards and a well were located from the post-medieval village. 
The only medieval evidence came from a probable quarry and a pit. A full report 
appears elsewhere in this volume. 

(C.J. Webster and R. A. Broomhead) 

4. The geological survey continued as more fields became available after 
ploughing. Further examination of the hedge species was also undertaken and 
the methodology to be employed developed further. It has been decided to 
examine the hedges for their botanical composition independently of the 
enclosure history of the parish. It will then be possible to compare the two sets 
of data to see if hedge species, composition and number are significant for the 
date of the hedge. Most of the eastern half of the parish had been examined by 
the end of 1992. 

(P. Hardy, D. Hill and M. Williams) 

5. Regressive map analysis was carried out for the western half of the parish, an 
area roughly coinciding with the land attached to Kent, Manor and Bowerings Farms. 
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The Somerset Record Office holds maps and surveys of areas of the West Field and 
these documents have been examined and their information transcribed on to modern 
maps. 

An examination was carried out of four 1 8th century water colours kept in the 
village hall prior to their remounting. Two of these are of Kent Farm and one of 
Northbrook. The other is a very interesting view of the banqueting house and the 
elm avenue north of the manor house with the windmill on the hill at the back. They 
were painted in 1787 by John Clause Nattes (] 765-1822), a minor London 
watercolourist. 

(M. Aston) 

6. Recording of the domestic buildings in the village was almost completed with 
further work being carried out at Forsters, the only medieval house remaining, and at 
Shapwick House Hotel, the former main manor house. Most of the domestic buildings 
of the village seem to have been rebuilt at the end of the 18th century and the 
beginning of the 19th in an apparent attempt by the landlords to create an enclosed 
estate village. 

(J. Dallimore and J. and J. Penoyre) 

7. It is hoped in 1993 to carry out more geophysical and geochemical studies on the 
areas which have produced early medieval pottery, as well as to undertake more field­
walking as opportunities arise. The area of the probable moat around the manor house, 
together with the site of the large barn and the early garden site will be examined. 
Further analysis of the material contained in the detailed surveys of 1327 and 1515 will 
be undertaken to locate the early habitative-type field names. Surveys of the 
earthworks so far located will be continued. Detailed analysis of the vast number and 
range of finds from fieldwalking will continue under the direction of C. Gerrard. 

MULTI-PERIOD 

South Cadbury, South Cadbury Castle, ST 628252 

(M. Aston) 

In 1990 English Heritage initiated an assessment of the archive resulting from the 
excavation by Leslie Alcock which took place between 1966 and 1973. In six field­
seasons over 6 per cent of the interior of the 7 .3 ha hill fort was dug which, at the time, 
was the largest archaeological intervention in the interior of a developed hillfort in 
Britain. The volume of finds matched the scale of the excavations; one and a half 
tonnes of pottery and the equivalent of 150 tea-chests of animal bones were among 
the material recovered. 

In 1991 a post-excavation research design was agreed and on this basis English 
Heritage is now funding a post-excavation programme which will ensure that the fully 
documented archive will go to the Somerset Record Office, Taunton, and that a 
publication monograph will be prepared by the end of 1993. Additional research 
funding has also been secured from the Leverhulme Trust and the British Academy. 
The work is being co-ordinated through the Department of Archaeology at Glasgow 
with the co-operation of specialists in a number of other institutions; for example, the 
important Iron Age pottery sequence is being analyzed by Birmingham University 
Field Archaeology Unit. The academic importance of the site will now be fully 
explored in publication while a properly curated archive will be available for the next 
generation of researchers. At the same time the understanding gained of the 
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archaeological deposits will inform the management strategy for the preservation of 
the hillfort itself. 

As part of this work an electrical resistivity survey of an area in excess of 3.5 ha of 
the interior of the fort at South Cadbury was undertaken by members of the 
Department of Archaeology, Glasgow University, in late August 1992. This exercise 
represented the first stages in the collection of additional data sets - obtained with 
instruments of proven capabilities in archaeological circumstances - which will be 
used in a comparative study in conjunction with a geophysical survey data set 
obtained as part of the original excavation programme. During the course of Alcock' s 
project the area contained by the ramparts of the fort was surveyed in its entirety 
using a soil conductivity meter (SCM). Although there were some problems with the 
instrument, that survey represented one of the first major remote sensing exercises to 
be undertaken on an archaeological site in this country and the rationale behind the 
design of the exercise was innovative for the time. For a number of reasons the results 
of the original survey were never published fully, and in order to remedy that 
shortcoming the SCM data is currently being re-reprocessed at Glasgow. It is 
envisaged that the results from the 1992 survey and those from surveys proposed for 
1993 will aid the interpretation of the SCM survey data. 

(P.W. Freeman, John C. Barrett and P.G. Johnson) 

PREillSTORIC 

Cheddar, Gough 's Cave, ST 46705391 
A small area was excavated in the entrance to the cave under the direction of Chris 
Stringer of the Natural History Museum. Study of the finds is continuing and no 
report is yet available. 

(C.J. Webster) 

Meare, The Abbots Way, ST 419426 
The condition of the surviving length of the Abbot's Way track was examined as it 
was considered to be threatened by the desiccation of the area through which it runs. 
The peat was dry and cracked owing to the evapo-transpiration of the trees across the 
site. The purpose of the exercise was to sample the wood and peat and attempt to 
quantify various aspects of the deposits. The establishment of quantifiable base-line 
data is essential for ongoing monitoring of the condition of water-logged sites. 

Three sections of track were examined. The track was left in situ and samples were 
taken for analysis to assess the cellular condition of the wood, fungal and bacterial 
activity, and other aspects of the palaeo-environmental record in the peat. It is 
proposed that the same sections will be reopened at intervals to assess whether current 
management strategies are limiting further deterioration. 

(M.J. Cox) 

Stogursey, Hinkley Point, ST 200456 
Fieldwalking by Somerset County Council for Nuclear Electric located mesolithic 
flint scatters on the coast west of Hinkley Point power station. 

(R.A. Croft) 

Taunton, Nerrols Farm, ST 23972677 
The proposed development area at Nerrols Farm comprises some 15.75 ha of a south­
facing slope above the River Tone immediately east of the existing built-up area of 
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Priorswood on the north-east fringe of Taunton. An extensive Romano-British site at 
Maidenbrook Farm on the Tone floodplain immediately to the south was excavated in 
1990.1 

The Nerrols Farm site has been the subject of a multi-stage evaluation involving 
both fieldwork and desk-based assessment. Preliminary investigations carried out by 
R.J . McDonnell in February 1991 consisted of the recording of extant historic 
landscape features such as boundaries and lynchets, together with the excavation of a 
series of machine-dug transects across the whole of the development area. Based on 
these results, a second-stage assessment using geophysical survey was undertaken in 
December 1991 within a selected area of the northern field where trenching had 
revealed linear features, including one of probable Neolithic date traced running along 
the contours for a distance of a little over 100 m. 

Excavations carried out in June and July 1992 examined an area of some 2000 m2 

and confirmed the presence of the Neolithic ditch. Where excavated, it ranged in 
width from 0.50 m to 0.90 m and in depth from 0.45 m to 0. 75 m as measured from 
the stripped surface. Its profile appeared to vary along its length from U-shaped to V­
shaped, although the difficulties encountered in determining the edges and the bottom 
of the feature seem likely to have masked some of the true variation. There was no 
evidence from the filling which might establish whether the feature was deliberately 
backfilled or naturally silted, nor were there any indications of the presence of an 
associated bank. 

Finds recovered from the ditch included a leaf-shaped arrowhead, a small 
collection of flint and chert blades and flakes, and fragments of coarse flint-tempered 
pottery, probably Peterborough Ware. An early to middle Neolithic date is indicated. 
In addition, five shallow pits or post-holes were excavated adjacent to the ditch, at 
least two of which are likely to have been broadly contemporary with it. 

Elsewhere within the excavation area were a very few features of late Iron Age to 
Roman date, including a circular hut gully 14 m in diameter. Fieldwalking has 
suggested that a concentration of late prehistoric or Roman activity may lie on the 
hill-top north of the development area (see under 'Roman ' below). A fuller report for 
publication is in preparation. 

1. C.J. Webster and R.A. Croft (eds), 'Somerset Archaeology 1990' , PSANHS, 134 (1990), 
218. 

(John Hawkes) 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse, ST 663508 
Fieldwalking has located an extensive scatter of flint of Neolithic or Bronze Age 
character. Three concentrations have been identified in the field although a 
background scatter extends for some distance around. 

(Richard Maggs) 

Trull, Amberd Lane, ST 217214 
A hammerstone made from a quartzite pebble 78 mm long with battered areas on the 
otherwise smooth surface was found during gardening. 

(Ian Marks) 

Westhay, Hooper's Ground, Burtle Road, ST 420422 
Two parallel wooden features were observed across a field during the machine cutting 
of peat in 1991. In 1992 one section of each feature was excavated. The features are 
linear oak brash deposits and are considered unlikely to be trackways . The first 
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radiocarbon determinations of the wood have been received and indicate a date of 
2000±50 BP. Considerable lengths of both features still survive in situ although they 
will eventually be destroyed by peat cutting. 

(M.J. Cox) 

Wookey Hole, Hyena Den Cave, ST 53224794 
A small excavation directed by Chris Hawkes and Roger Jacobi took place outside the 
cave. Analysis of the finds is under way, but no report is yet available. 

ROMAN 

Axbridge, ST 431544 

(C.J . Webster) 

During the construction of the new school extension at Axbridge Primary School 
evidence of Romano-British occupation was identified by the Axbridge 
Archaeological Society. Subsequent rescue recording was carried out by R.A. 
Broomhead for Somerset County Council. This has provided further evidence for the 
existence of a Romanised farmstead site on the southern side of the present town of 
Ax bridge. 

(R.A. Croft) 

Cheddon Fitzpaine, Nerrols Farm, ST 23982690 
Investigations by Cheddon Field Group of a scatter of black-burnished ware 1 to the 
north of the excavation centred on ST 23972677 (see under 'Prehistoric' above) was 
followed by a trial trench exposing a compacted spread of stones, 6 m across, lying on 
the subsoil. Over 20 sherds and numerous fragments of abraded Romano-British 
pottery were recovered from the soil immediately above and among the upper stones. 
The feature occurred on the line of a formerly continuous hedgerow alignment 
running east-west across three parishes which may mark the line of an early route. It 
incorporates surviving lengths of road in West Monkton parish to the east and 
Staplegrove parish to the west. A second concentration of stones and Romano-British 
sherds was identified about 50 m north-west of the first. 

1. C.J. Webster and R.A. Croft (eds), 'Somerset Archaeology 1991', PSANHS, 135 (1991), 
145. 

(C.F. Clements) 

Hinkley Point 
A programme of fieldwalking followed by geophysical surveying was undertaken by 
Somerset County Council on behalf of Nuclear Electric to evaluate the area for the 
accommodation compound for the proposed nuclear reactor at Hinkley Point power 
station. Quantities of Roman pottery were recovered and the geophysical survey 
revealed the plan of a farmstead complex (Fig. 1). 

(R.A. Croft) 

Spaxton, Roman Villa, ST 246365 
Members of the Bridgwater Society fieldwalked the villa site at the invitation of the 
owners, Mr and Mrs Dosson. A grid system was laid out and finds located on this. 
Among the finds were some 3rd-4th century pottery including sherds of redware and 
black burnished, a cornice rim of a 'pie dish', iron nails, roof and floor tiles and 
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Fig. I Magnetometer survey of the Roman farmstead to the west of Hinkley Point Power Station 
(Geophysical Surveys, Bradford/Nuclear Electric). 

fragments of lias and local sandstone. It is thought that the lower courses of the stone 
walls found in 1962-3 are still in existence and that the present ploughing does not reach 
them; 'robber trenches' of removed walls may still exist at some depth. A few tiles were 
scattered across the field but no definite evidence of further buildings was found. 

(M. Langdon) 

Wedmore, Shortland, (ST 43884737) 
The suggestion made last year that the pattern of Roman settlement on the Isle of 
Wedmore was regularly spaced1 has been supported by the location of a settlement in 
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the area of Wedmore village. The site was reported in the Weston-super-Mare Gazette 
for 11 May 1878 but then seems to have been forgotten. The site had been found 
when a shallow quarry was excavated 'on Wedmore hill near the windmill, and almost 
close to the village' and produced large quantities of Roman finds. The site was 
visited by Mrs Bulleid (the mother of Arthur) and most of the pottery taken to 
Glastonbury for examination by the Bulleids. The quantity of finds made suggests 
that this is the largest site recorded in the Wedmore area. 

The only quarry that fits the description lies in a field called Shortland and is now 
under pasture. Examination of the ditch surrounding the field located loose stone from 
a wall, associated with Roman pottery. This seems to confirm the identification of the 
site as that reported in 1878. 

I. C.J . Webster and R.A. Croft (eds), 'Somerset Archaeology 1991 ', PSANHS, 135 (1991), 
154. 

(H. Hudson and F. Neale) 

Cheddar, Cheddar Sewage Treatment Works Extension, ST 44855255 
Archaeological evaluation, by AC Archaeology, of the proposed 0.75 ha extension to 
the Cheddar Sewage Treatment Works was carried out by means of a series of six 
machine-excavated trenches in January 1992. These revealed the presence of a pit, 
two probable postholes, and an unstratified scatter of pottery all at the western end of 
the site. All of the features and artefacts recovered were of Romano-British date. 

Information from the County Sites and Monuments Record and recent discoveries 
during construction of the nearby Axbridge-Cheddar rising main pipeline indicate 
that small concentrations of Romano-British material are not uncommon within the 
immediate area. 

(John Hawkes) 

Shepton Mallet, Fosse Lane, ST 630425 
Two further assessments of areas within the Fosse Lane Roman roadside settlement to 
the east of Shepton Mallet 1 were undertaken by Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit for clients owning sites with outline planning permission for future 
development. 

Trial trenching to the east of areas assessed in 1990 within the Mendip Business 
Park2 revealed a sparser distribution of settlement remains, including successive 
ditched boundaries, industrial hearths, cobbled yards and a street. These remains 
continue directly from those recorded further west and suggest that the settlement was 
probably bounded westwards by the Frog Lane stream, here some 300 m east of the 
Fosse Way.3 

In an adjacent area to the south, beyond the disused railway embankment, trial 
trenching examined an area immediately to the east of the main site excavated in 
1990. The pattern of settlement which was revealed in 1990 evidently continues 
eastward and establishes a direct link between those remains and similar evidence 
revealed and assessed in 1991 at Bullimore Farm, towards the eastern boundary of the 
Fosse Lane settlement. 4 The 1992 evaluation revealed further evidence of stone­
founded Roman buildings, ditched enclosures, hearths, cobbled yards and suspected 
burials. As on the two adjacent sites to the east and west, the greatest density of 
occupation was apparent to the north, the zone of settlement evidently narrowing 
towards the Fosse Way frontage near the southern limits of the town .5 

1. P.J. Leach, 'The Roman Site at Fosse Lane, Shepton Mallet' , PSANHS, 134 (1990), 47-55. 
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2. C.J . Webster and R.A. Croft (eds), 'Somerset Archaeology 1991', PSANHS, 135 (1991), 
148-55. 

3. P. Leach, Mendip Business Park, Shepton Mallet: a Further Archaeological Assessment 
1992 (Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit Report 216, 1992). 

4. C.J. Webster and R.A. Croft (eds), 'Somerset Archaeology 1991', PSANHS, 135 (1991), 
151-2. 

5. P. Leach, An Archaeological Evaluation of Development Land at Fosse Lane, Shepton 
Mallet, Somerset, 1992 (Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit Report 217, 1992). 

(P.J. Leach) 

Somerton, St Clears Farm, ST 479280 
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken in advance of a proposed housing 
development. Trenching, in an area of cropmarks, revealed graves and other deposits 
of Roman date to the south-west of the farm . (See also under 'Medieval' below.) 

(Charles and Nancy Hollinrake) 

MIGRATION AND EARLY MEDIEVAL 

La.ngport, Hanging Chapel, ST 424267 
A proposal to route a footpath around the north side of the Hanging Chapel at 
Langport necessitated an archaeological evaluation of the bank upon which it stands. 
The bank was found to be composed of layers of clean clay with no artefactual 
evidence. The lack of finds and the position of the bank, below the (?14th century) 
chapel, suggests an early date. That conclusion would support the suggestion that the 
bank is associated with the burh listed in the early l 0th century. 

(C.J. Webster) 

MEDIEVAL 

Bridgwater, Northern Relief Road, ST 294382 
In February and March 1992 pipe-laying operations took place on the line of 
Bridgwater's proposed northern relief road. The line runs between 'Whitegates' on 
Wembdon Rise and Chilton Street near Chilton Trinity School. The contractors had 
fenced off the line of the road and stripped the topsoil to a depth of about 0.30 m. 
Members of the Bridgwater Society searched for finds during this operation. The 
contractors then cut a trench over 2 m deep, laid the water main, then back-filled and 
re-seeded the entire area. 

The most interesting finds were made in the section between Chilton Street and the 
Crowpill Rhyne footpath where a concentration of medieval and post-medieval sherds 
was found. In the remaining section of the road line, between Crowpill Rhyne and the 
Wembdon road, many post-medieval potsherds were found, including North Devon 
gravel-tempered ware, glass and some interesting clay pipe bowls and stems. These 
finds, together with a sketch map and fieldnotes, will be deposited in the Blake 
Museum, Bridgwater. 

(David Baker) 

Bridgwater, George Street, ST 299369 
A group of committee members of the Bridgwater Society checked the site on George 
Street on the day when the Elim Chapel was demolished to make way for a car park; 
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no significant small finds were discovered. It was observed that the brick building 
was on stone foundations. 

(Dot Parker) 

Bridgwater, South Gate Chapel, ST 30053685 
Contractors who have been working in the area near the South Gate of Bridgwater 
reported that about 1 m down under the road are 1 m wide red stone walls, 10 m apart 
and running in the direction of 1 Taunton Road. It is possible that these are the walls 
of the chapel known to have been located near the South Gate. 

(C. Sidaway) 

Charlton Musgrove, Stavordale Priory, ST 73633202 
Evaluation by machine-dug trenches was undertaken by AC Archaeology in two 
areas of proposed development within the precincts of the former Augustinian 
priory in November 1992. The visible remains are largely of 15th to 16th century 
date, and comprise the church (nave and choir), the reredorter, and the north end of 
the dorter range. A survey of the topography and building fabric, coupled with 
limited excavatfon, was undertaken by Ian Burrow and David Walsh in 1981 and 
1982, and the investigations have allowed a tentative reconstruction of the 
arrangements of some of the claustral buildings and the fishpond complex to the 
north-west. 

A single trench 12 m by 1.5 m was dug to investigate an area proposed for new 
staff quarters adjacent to an existing garage to the north-west of the surviving priory 
buildings. Surfaces of redeposited clay possibly associated with iron working were 
examined, but were of modern date. No pre-modern features or residual finds of 
earlier date were present. 

Five 1.5 m-wide trenches totalling some 44 m in length were excavated 
within an area of a proposed swimming pool some 30 m to the south of the main 
priory buildings. Four trenches were entirely sterile, the fifth contained only 
modern features probably associated with pig pens which formerly occupied the 
area. Again no finds of pre-modern date were discovered. The sample size of 
some 10 per cent of the swimming pool area allows the negative results to be 
accepted with a good degree of confidence, although the possibility that the 
priory cross was originally located on that site (a suggestion supported by some 
ambiguous photographic, cartographic and written evidence) cannot be entirely 
excluded. 

(John Hawkes) 

Glastonbury, Glastonbury Abbey, ST 499388 
The fifth and sixth seasons of excavation were directed by H.M. Woods for the 
Oxford Archaeological Unit and the Glastonbury Abbey Trustees in advance of the 
building of phase two of the new visitor complex. 

A range of buildings was encountered on a north-south axis between the Lady 
Chapel (12th century) and the Almshouse Chapel (c. 1512). The west and north walls 
were within the area of excavation. The range was flanked on the west by an alleyway 
with surviving mortar floor bedding. To the south of the Almshouse Chapel a deeply 
robbed wall footing survived, and this footing and the alley defined two sides of an 
area of cobbled yard. 

The building range is interpreted as the living accommodation of the eight 
chaplains of Our Lady whose work is described in detail in a charter of Abbot Adam 
of Sodbury dated 22 February 1333, preserved in the Great Cartulary of Glastonbury 
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Abbey at Longleat House (Longleat MS 39). They were secular priests, not monks, 
and their function was to serve the cult of Our Lady in her chapel. 

A full report on the excavations from 1987 to 1993 is in preparation. 
(H.M. Woods) 

Glastonbury, 44 High Street, ST 50083895 
A watching brief was undertaken during the construction of a new warehouse at the 
rear of 44 High Street. The foundation trenches revealed almost the full width of the 
enclosure ditch of Glastonbury Abbey. The ditch was not completely excavated but 
pottery from the top of the ditch indicated that it had filled by the 13th century. A 
fragment of wall may indicate a later boundary. 

(Charles and Nancy Hollinrake) 

Glastonbury, The Tribunal, ST 499390 
Small excavations during refurbishment works at this site revealed evidence of timber 
buildings under the present foundations. Finds from these and other features 
suggested a 12th century date for the start of occupation. 

(Charles and Nancy Hollinrake) 

Godney, Godney Moor, ST 472458 
A proposal to level a bumpy field off White's Drove, Godney Moor, lead to an 
investigation of the peat deposits by Somerset County Council. Initial topographical 
examination of the field suggested that it could be a relict raised bog land surface. 

The field was surveyed and a programme of palaeo-environmental analysis was 
begun. This analysis, together with a series of radiocarbon determinations, 
demonstrated that the upper layers of peat were deposited between c. 550 BC and 
c. AD 800. The peat overlies a thick layer of marine alluvium corresponding to 
Godwin's 'Romano-British' marine transgression. The work seems to indicate that 
the raised mire was still developing in parts of the Somerset moors during the 
early medieval period and also supports the conclusions of Housley 1 by 
suggesting that Godwin's 'Romano-British ' transgression was in fact much earlier 
in date . 

1. R.A. Housley, 'The Environmental Context of Glastonbury Lake Village' , Somerset Levels 
Papers, 14 (1988), 62-83. 

(M.J. Cox) 

Jlchester, St Mary Major Church, ST 522226 
In 1989 a fragment of a medieval grave stone was discovered during repair work 
to the church of St Mary Major, Ilchester. 1 It is of blue lias and shows part of a 
cross head in relief. The style of the carving is almost identical to that of a 
number of fragments preserved in the church of St Mary, Limington. 2 Comparison 
with these and other monuments in South and West Somerset suggests that a small 
workshop was active, probably in the Ilchester area, during the third quarter of the 
13th century. The fragment from St Mary Major is now displayed in Ilchester 
Museum. 

1. Somerset Express, 12 January 1989. 
2. B. and M. Gittos, 'The Medieval Monuments of Limington, Somerset' , Notes and Queries 

for Somerset and Dorset, 32 (] 988) , 696-703. 
(B . and M. Gittos) 
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Mi/borne Port, St John's Church, ST 677184 
A watching brief was undertaken while a gas supply pipe was being routed around the 
church. Several features were noted which could have been associated with the Saxon 
church but no definite evidence was recovered. 

(Charles and Nancy Hollinrake) 

Muchelney, Abbey Barn, ST 428248 
A detailed measured survey of the large stone barn to the south of the reredorter at 
Muchelney Abbey was undertaken by C.J. Bond funded by English Heritage. The 
survey has shown that the barn contains evidence of a medieval date, thus confirming 
that the building was once part of the abbey estate. The barn is currently undergoing 
repair. A full report is available for this barn and for the Almonry Barn. 1 

1. C.J. Webster and R.A. Croft (eds), 'Somerset Archaeology 1991', PSANHS, 135 (1991), 
157. 

(R.A. Croft) 

Raddington, St Michael's Church, ST 020260 
Repairs and restoration of the interior of Raddington church required the removal of 
the base of the very fine timber rood screen. Rescue recording by Somerset County 
Council revealed little trace of earlier floor levels although several medieval tile 
fragments were recorded. All objects were returned to the church. 

(R.A. Broomhead and R.A. Croft) 

Somerton, St Clears Farm, ST 478282 
An archaeological evaluation was carried out over a wide area in advance of 
development for housing. Cropmarks had been noted on aerial photographs and trial 
trenching located an area of medieval occupation to the north-west of the farm in a 
field known as 'Wall Close'. Ditches, pits and drains were recorded as well as 
probable building sites. Pottery suggested occupation from the 11 th to the 13th 
centuries. (See also under 'Roman' above.) 

(Charles and Nancy Hollinrake) 

Stogursey, Fairfield House, ST 187430 
During repairs to the roof of Fairfield House evidence of the earlier medieval roof 
was examined and photographed. It was clear that several elaborately carved braces 
and roof trusses had been cut through in the last century to allow the construction of 
servants' rooms within the attic of the house. Thanks are due to Lady Gass for her 
permission to record these structures. 

(R.A. Croft) 

Stoke-sub-Hamdan, ST 4 73182 
During the autumn of 1992 work began on a small housing development to the north 
of Stoke-sub-Hamdon at Cart Gate. The development necessitated the construction of 
a small service road to provide access. At the point where the new road met North 
Street, a layer containing sherds of late medieval pottery was exposed about 0.75 m 
below the surface. 1 

1. B. and M. Gittos, 'Archaeological Unit Report', Chronicle: Journal of the Yeovil 
Archaeological and Local History Society, 5(5), 151. 

(B. and M. Gittos) 
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Stoke-sub-Hamdon, North Street, ST 4 73177 
An evaluation and subsequent excavation of a site to the north of the North Street 
Workshops in Stoke-sub-Hamdon was commissioned by the Duchy of Cornwall and 
the South Western Co-operative Housing Society Ltd, and carried out by Wessex 
Archaeology in July 1992. The main period of archaeological activity dated from the 
12th to 15th centuries and two major elements were identified. A ditch immediately to 
the west of the current street and aligned roughly parallel to it appears to represent a 
former boundary ditch associated with North Street and/or a specific land plot. 
Further away from the street, a series of linear features was observed. The exact 
function of these features is unclear but they may originate from horticulture 
associated with nearby occupation. A full report appears elsewhere in this volume. 

(C.M. Hearne) 

Taunton, Prior 's Wood, ST 237260 
Based on research initiated by Robin Bush the boundaries of the medieval woodland 
owned by Taunton Priory have been located by the Cheddon Field Group. 1 The wood 
occupied an extensive area on the north side of the River Tone. Its northern boundary 
coincides with a broadly east-west hedgerow alignment which may mark the line of a 
former route. The field names Great Woods and Little Woods occur here in the 1837 
tithe award. The boundaries of the wood were respected by adjoining estates until 
earlier this century.2 More recently, Priorswood Farm and Priorswood Cottages were 
demolished to make way for the Priorswood suburb of Taunton which has spread over 
the area since 1950. It is thought that the wood may originally have extended 
eastward into Cheddon Fitzpaine parish and research on this aspect continues. 

1. Cheddon Field Group: Priorswood Field Survey, 1990-92. 
2. SRO, sale plan of Lyngford Estate, 1924. 

(C.F. Clements) 

Taunton, Taunton Castle, ST 22622466 
Several small excavations have taken place in the castle this year because of small­
scale developments, including the re-erection of the almshouse reported last year. 
Proposals for the construction of an external lift shaft against the south face of the 
Wyndham Gallery of Taunton Museum threatened disturbance in an area identified as 
the north-west corner of the Norman keep. Consequently it was determined that a 
minimally intrusive evaluation excavation should be undertaken in advance of the 
scheme being adopted. The excavation was carried out by AC Archaeology within a 
period of one week in August 1992. A total area of 5 m by 1.5 m was excavated by 
hand removing only topsoil, the backfill of a previous excavation, and the fill of a pit 
of probable 18th century date. No pre-modern levels were disturbed. 

Two walls set almost at right angles to each other were recorded, each c. 1 m wide 
and composed mainly of limestone rubble with some greensand, red sandstone and 
slate inclusions. An adjacent modern disturbance is likely to have been one of H. St 
George Gray's trenches excavated in the late 1920s, and from the side of that trench 
(which had undermined one of the walls) a single sherd of medieval pottery was 
recovered. The small scale of the excavations made it impossible to establish the 
relationship of these walls to known features of the 12th century castle with any great 
certainty. Further investigation will be undertaken if the lift project goes ahead. 

The foundation trenches of a new toilet block for the County Museum were also 
monitored archaeologically. Below modern disturbance lay a brick-built drain of 19th 
century date which had cut through 12th/13th century deposits . Most of these deposits 
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lay below foundation level and were not disturbed, but two walls were located. To the 
south, the foundations for the repositioned almshouse were excavated 
archaeologically. Archaeological deposits were encountered at shallow depth and not 
removed. The continuation of one of the walls recorded in the toilet block trench was 
noted. Following detailed recording by James Bond, 1 the almshouse was dismantled 
on its site within the castle moat in March 1992. The frame was transported to the 
contractors yard at Dunster where the joints were recorded and drawn. Each timber 
was then repaired using as much of the original timber as possible. All the new timber 
used was seasoned oak. The building was then re-erected within the castle courtyard 
to provide a secure setting and easy access from the County Museum. After the frame 
had been reassembled on a stone base, wattle and daub infill panels were inserted to 
help protect the timber frame from the weather. Internally the sleeping platform and 
staircase, known from documentary sources, were reconstructed. It is proposed to 
prepare interpretation panels for display within the building and to furnish the 
building as a living museum exhibit open to the public. 

1. CJ. Webster and R.A. Croft (eds) , 'Somerset Archaeology 1991' , PSANHS, 135 (1991), 
158. 

(John Hawkes, Charles and Nancy Hollinrake, and Paul Dadson) 

Wedmore, The Close, ST 431475 
An archaeological evaluation within an old orchard adjoining the Close revealed 
numerous ditches, pits, postholes and other features dating from the 10th to the 13th 
centuries. Small quantities of Roman material were also recovered. The evaluation 
work is continuing. 

(Charles and Nancy Hollinrake) 

Wedmore, Gooseham, ST 44754767-ST 44864803 
Gooseham is a low promontory of land projecting out into Wedmore Moor between 
the stream of the Lerburne, flowing from Wedmore village, and the smaller stream 
from Dunnick's Well (ST 44444722), which is probably the Lacham Lake (i.e . 
Latcham stream) recorded in 1325. 1 The name, and the location of the area to which it 
refers, suggest that Gooseham may be one of Wedmore's earliest areas of 'ham', that 
is an area of meadow and pasture close outside the village and a place where the 
inhabitants could turn out their geese. The adjacent lower and wetter area was called 
Horseham, with the common moor beyond. 

The remains of a wide moor-edge bank can be discerned around the eastern edge of 
this 'ham' ground. Now much eroded and spread, it is about 8 m wide and up to 1.2 m 
high in places, with a flat top cut by the ditch which is probably a later aid to 
drainage. The bank, in situation and profile, is comparable to those previously 
reported at Blackford and Mudgley,2 and probably of similar date, namely the late 
1200s or early 1300s. 

1. Calendar of the Manuscripts of the Dean and Chapter of Wells , 1 (HMC, 1907), 210, 212. 
2. E. Dennison (ed.), 'Somerset Archaeology 1987', PSANHS, 131 (1987), 216. 

(H. Hudson and F. Neale) 

Wedmore, Panborough, Russells Hill, ST 47064566 
There appears to have been a windmill on the tip of the hill overlooking Panborough, 
in the area called Rex on the Wedmore parish map/survey of 1791 and c. 1820, 1 and 
now known as Russells Hill. 
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In 1517 John Brownying of Panborough, tenant of Northload, held 'at Wymyllmote 
one acre & one piece of ground called Mylmote' .2 The holding is not precisely 
located, but is listed after land at ' Pathenbergh Hyll ' and 'Bytwynewayes', which 
would seem to indicate this tip of the hill , flanked by the present B3139 and the 
para11el field track along the ridge. John Rylbury, another tenant of Northload at 
Pan borough, held half an acre ' next to Wynemyll', listed between holdings at 
Hareacre and Westlygh.3 Hare Acre and Hare Acre Hill were the 18th/19th century 
names for the ridge west of Rex/Russells Hill. Finally, John Barghe (or Barrow), 
tenant of Meare at Panborough, held 'at Mylmote half an acre' .4 

On the first edition of the 1 :2500 Ordnance Survey map ( 1886), two very sma11 
fields at the tip of the hill measure 0.771 a and 0.278 a respectively. These might 
correspond to John Brownyng's 'one acre and one piece', with the other 1517 
'windmill' holdings lying nearby. This topmost point of the hill is a prominent and 
suitable place for a windmill; but apart from a general unevenness and the remains of 
a former quarry, there is nothing specific to be seen on the ground today. 

I. SRO, D/P/wed 13/10/3 and 13/10/17. 
2. BL, Egerton MS 3034, f. 96. 
3. Ibid. , f. 96v. 
4. Ibid. , f. 90. 

(H. Hudson) 

Wedmore, Vicars Well, ST 43924738 
In 1558, one acre held by John Councell in Over Maltfield, in the East Field, is 
identified as lying ' at Vykerys Wells'. Plotting layouts of the holdings has shown that 
this acre adjoined the area called Blackland (see under 'Roman' above) and was close 
to 'the Weye called the greene weye' . 1 In 1633, a glebe terrier lists two acres in the 
East Field ca1led Vicars Well among Wedmore glebe lands.2 In 1728, Mary Castleman 
held part of the demesne of Wedmore including 'Vicars-we11 Eastfield Wedmore' , 
which contained 2 roods 16 perches. 3 

On the Wedmore parish map/survey of 1791 and c. 18204 there is only one plot in 
the East Field which measures 2 roods 16 perches. This is parcel 2753a which is a 
very narrow wedge of land at ST 43994735 adjoining the road from Wedmore to 
Mudgley on the east. Parcel 2753a would seem, therefore, to be part of the original 
Vicars Well holdings, of two acres or more, which may well have extended across the 
road, especially if the road was then an unsurfaced green way. 

At ST 43924738, exactly opposite the point where parcel 2753a and its 
adjoining wedge-shaped strip meet the road to Mudgley, a strong spring issues 
from under the bank on the west side of the road. Water from the spring flows 
southward and westward round the field in a deep ditch to run eventually down to 
Wedmore Brook. Modern road widening probably means that the spring itself is 
now buried under the road. The water must have been channelled at an early date, 
since it goes round the ridge and furrow in the field . The proximity of this spring 
to the fields called Vicars We11 in 1558 and 1633 suggests that this is the roadside 
Vicars Well itself. The curious shape of the little garden or orchard which 
interrupts the open field layout at this point, to include the spring at one corner, 
may perhaps be of some antiquity and indicate the earlier importance of the well. 
This plot was there in 1791.5 

I . SRO, DD/SAS PR 462. 
2. SRO, D/D/Rg 91. 
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3. Huntingdon Library, San Marino, California, ST 381 (Chandos survey book, 1775). 
4. SRO, D/P/wed 13/10/3 and 13/10/17. 
5. SRO, D/P/wed 13/10/17. 

(H. Hudson) 

West Huntspill, A/stone Road, ST 313004681 
Residents of Alstone Road, in the course of digging their garden, discovered the 
base of a roughly-made 'wall' running roughly SW-NE. It consisted of two or 
three courses of unshaped lias stones without mortar, and contained dark earth, 
animal bones and potsherds. Other pottery fragments have been found in the 
garden which has a considerable depth of dark loam. The pottery associated 
with the 'wall' consisted of two abraded sherds of Roman black burnished ware 
( one with a bead rim), unglazed 14th/15th century pot , 15th/16th century green 
and yellow glazed sherds, and a fragment of Ham Green glazed ware of 
13th/14th century date, all possibly derived from elsewhere. No trace of a 
building or wall on this site can be seen on the Huntspill tithe map or on 
Locke ' s map of 1770. 

(M. Langdon) 

Wookey, Bishop 's Palace, ST 517457 
The environs of the former Bishop' s Palace (now Court Farm), covering some seven 
acres, have been surveyed. C.J. Bond was commissioned by the Wookey Local 
History Group, and members of the Group assisted in the surveys . The work was 
funded by a grant from the Maltwood Trust and the Group are grateful to the Trust 
and to the owners and tenants of the land. Interpretation is in hand and a full report 
will follow. 

(J . Hasler and G.B. Luker) 

West Huntspill, Grove Farm, ST 312459 
A watching brief along the line of a water pipe produced no artefacts but did reveal 
the previous courses of the Middle Westfield Rhyne and the Cadwells Rhyne. During 
building works at Grove Farm the foundations of a large building were also noted 
which may be associated with the earthworks of house platforms .and hollow ways in 
the field to the west. There is an antiquarian speculation that Grove Farm was the site 
of the manor house of Huntspill. 

(M. Langdon) 

POST-MEDIEVAL 

Donyatt, Crock Street, ST 32201325 
At the invitation of the owner, after his finding the base of a pottery kiln (kiln 1) 1 

and a great quantity of potsherds, the Donyatt Research Group, with help from 
the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society and the Yeovil 
Archaeological and Local History Society, carried out a rescue excavation in 
advance of building development. The excavation revealed two pottery kilns and 
a potter ' s workshop incorporating a large tiled industrial hearth (Fig . 2) . The 
whole complex was closely dated - by documents, dated sherds and clay tobacco 
pipes - to the last decade of the 17th century and the first half of the 18th 
century. 

Kiln 22 is unusual in that it had an internal structure in the form of a plinth and 
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Fig. 2 Donyatt excavations: Kiln 2 and workshop (R. Coleman-Smith). 

baffle, only paralJeled at the Ewenny potteries, which are situated just south of 
Bridgend, Glamorgan, and whose pottery designs are known to have been influenced 
by West Country sgraffito ware. Another line of influence can be seen in a group of 
sgraffito designs that imitate those of North Devon, reminding us that the potter John 
Jewell moved into the Donyatt area from Bideford. He came to Chard first, but in 
April 1691 he and his family settled in Donyatt, thus providing a link between the 
potteries of the North Devon area and the industry at Crock Street, Donyatt. John 
Jewell died at Donyatt in 1725. 

Two new pottery forms have been recorded, adding to the thirty-four forms already 
recorded from the other Donyatt excavations. Once again, a surprisingly large 
collection of imported pottery has been found, including German stoneware and delft 
ware; Nottingham stonewares and Bristol/Staffordshire wares were also recovered. A 
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large collection of small finds was also made. The finds will be deposited in the 
County Museum, Taunton, and a full report is in preparation for a future edition of 
these Proceedings. 

I . R. Coleman-Smith and T. Pearson, Excavation in the Donyatt Potteries (1988), 49. 
2. Ibid. , 35. 

(Richard Coleman-Smith) 

Frome, Rook Lane Chapel, ST 77534787 
The nonconformist chapel at Rook Lane, Frome, is a grade 1 listed building dating from 
the end of the 17th century. It was substantially rebuilt in 1707 and is the best example of 
an early 18th century chapel in the county. The building was purchased by the Somerset 
Building Preservation Trust in 1992 and a fund-raising programme was undertaken to help 
repair and restore the building for future public use. Restoration work is now well under 
way, and has received substantial grant aid from English Heritage and other bodies. 

A rapid archaeological investigation of the standing structure was undertaken by 
Somerset County Council and a photographic record was made of the roof structure 
prior to its repair. Rescue excavation around and within the chapel recorded several 
brick-lined shaft graves of 18th century or early 19th century date . In addition to the 
post-medieval finds, several sherds of 13th/14th century medieval pottery were also 
found on the site in earlier buried soils. 

Thanks are due to H. Stafford of the Somerset Building Preservation Trust. 
(R.A. Croft and C. Hollinrake) 

Taunton, St Mary Magdalene Church, ST 22882463 
A watching brief was maintained during the demolition of the vestry and subsequent 
excavations for foundations and service trenches on the north-east side of St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Taunton. Evidence of thirteen burials was found, ranging in depth 
from 1 m to 2 m below the present surface of the churchyard. One of the burials was 
in a vault, the northern wall of which was exposed during excavation of a foundation 
trench. There was no surviving monument to give the date of the vault, but from the 
brickwork, it appeared to be of 18th or 19th century date . There was no definite 
evidence to date the remaining twelve burials, which were all aligned approximately 
east-west. Unstratified finds of 18th and early 19th century coffin fittings in the 
vicinity of the burials imply that the burials are of this date, if not earlier. In addition , 
a quantity of human bones from disturbed burials was also observed. A full report has 
been deposited with the County Council's Sites and Monuments Record, and the finds 
have been deposited in the County Museum, Taunton. 

(L. and R. Adkins) 

Wedmore, St Mary's Church, ST 43474793 
A watching brief was maintained during excavations for foundations and service trenches 
on the north-east side of St Mary's Church, Wedmore. Evidence of six burials was found, 
ranging in depth from 0.25 m to 0.65 m below the present surface of the churchyard. One 
of the burials was in a vault, the eastern wall of which was exposed during excavation of a 
foundation trench. The monument above this vault indicates that it belonged to James 
Hardwick, who died on 5 November 1836. There was no definite evidence to date the 
remaining five burials, which were all aligned approximately east-west. In addition, a 
quantity of human bones from disturbed burials was also observed. A full report has been 
deposited with the County Council's Sites and Monuments Record. 

(L. and R. Adkins) 
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Wells, Market Place, ST 55054575 
A watching brief was maintained during paving works in the Market Place. During 
replacement of a storm drain, several building foundations of post-medieval date were 
noted. There was no evidence of earlier occupation on the site. 

(Charles and Nancy Hollinrake) 

Wells, Wells Cathedral School, ST 550461 
An archaeological evaluation, by AC Archaeology, of the proposed development of a 
new science building at Wells Cathedral School consisted of the manual excavation of 
three trial pits. Two pits, alongside an existing boundary wall, revealed evidence for 
three successive building phases. The first phase was probably constructed by the 
15th century, the second after the 16th century and the final phase, although not 
closely datable, is certainly later than the 16th century, and may be as recent as the 
early 20th century. The remains of a single building and possible floor surface were 
recorded alongside the wall and are dated to the 15th and 16th century. 

(Peter W. Cox) 

INDUSTRIAL 

Old Cleeve, Warren Bay, ST 057433 
As part of a continuing study of the Somerset lime industry, the Somerset Industrial 
Archaeology Society surveyed a bank of three limekilns. The most southerly kiln, and 
probably the earliest in date1 was not in the West Somerset style and, unusually for 
the county, the group incorporated an internal storage bay and a sizeable niche with a 
grate for the limeburner. The coastal location allowed ready access to the raw 
material, lias limestone, the fuel being imported Welsh culm. The kilns were closely 
associated with a small industrial complex at Colling's Mill , Washford2 which also 
produced artificial manure, hydraulic cement, and plaster of Paris. 3 The Gooding 
family operated both the works and the kilns under leases from the Luttrell estate 
from at least 1863 until c. 1913.4 

1. SRO, DID/Rt 268 (Old Cleeve tithe award). 
2. VCH Somerset, 5 (] 985), 49. 
3. SRO, DD/L 285/28 (Blue Anchor rocks). 
4. SRO, DD/L 253/1 (Warren lime kilns) . 

(Brian J. Murless) 

Wookey, Iron Mill, ST 526458 
The site of a former iron mill and its mill pond of about two acres has been surveyed. 
C.J. Bond was commissioned by the Wookey Local History Group, and members of 
the Group assisted in the surveys . The work was funded by a grant from the 
Maltwood Trust and the Group are grateful to the Trust and to the owners and tenants 
of the land. Interpretation is in hand and a full report will follow. 

(J. Hasler and G.B. Luker) 

Yeovil, Sherborne Road, ST 563162 
For many years a row of houses and commercial premises has been standing empty on 
the south side of Sherborne Road close to its junction with Middle Street. Demolition 
finally commenced during November 1992 in preparation for redevelopment. During 
demolition it could be seen that the terraced houses at the eastern end of the plot had 
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rear and partition walls of local stone rubble in contrast to the brick and rendered 
brick facades . The presence of straight joints between the houses at the rear showed 
that, although terraced, they had been erected individually. The area of redevelopment 
is at the extreme eastern edge of the presumed limit of the medieval borough, close to 
the site of the Vennell cross. 1 

1. L.E.J. Brooke, The Book of Yeovil (1978), 37. 
(B . and M. Gittos) 


