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SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 

County Archaeological Officer 's Report 
The task of the county archaeological team continues to expand. In 1994 approximately 
700 planning applications and other consultations were dealt with as part of the 
archaeological assessment service for the County and District Councils of Somerset. In 
addition, many landscape and countryside projects such as Countryside Stewardship 
Schemes , Woodland Grant Schemes , and the Environmentally Sensitive Area Schemes 
on the Blackdowns , Exmoor and the Somerset Levels and Moors required si te visits. All 
of these schemes ensure that a substantial part of the Somerset landscape is examined and 
assessed as part of the monitoring of publicly-funded landscape changes and 
management plans. 

A number of new projects started in 1994, largely due to the financial support of 
English Heritage . These have included a substantial review of the protection of 
archaeological sites in the Somerset and Avon Levels as part of the Monuments 
Protection Programme . This work has concentrated on prehistoric timber trackways and 
prehistoric settlements such as the Glastonbury and Meare Lake Villages . The project has 
also examined flood banks , some of which are of Roman and medieval date, and duck 
decoy ponds with more than thirty sites being put forward for schedul.ing . The work has 
been carried out by Richard Brunning and Janice Grove. 

This year has also seen the start of a survey of the historic towns of Somerset, looking 
at their archaeological potential and plotting their development on to a computerised map 
base . It is one of the most wide-ranging archaeological projects to be set up in Somerset 
for several years . The project is being co-ordinated by Chris Webster and the detailed 
analysis of the towns is being carried out by Clare Gathercole . When it is completed in 
1997 it will result in some clear guidance for both English Heritage and the local 
planning authorities on the archaeological potential of all the historic towns in the 
county. A fuller report wiU appear in next year's annual report. 

On an historic note , there were many fears in 1994 about local government 
reorganisation and its effects upon services , including archaeology, of the county. In the 
event , no changes were proposed in Somerset. This has been good news for the 
continuation of the Somerset county archaeological service particularly the county Sites 
and Monuments Record which will retain its comprehensive coverage. The situation is 
much less favourable in Avon where the County Council is to be abolished and the future 
of the county SMR has not been decided . 
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During 1994 the government issued guidance on historic buildings , conservation areas 
and the historic landscape in the form of PPG15. The main emphasis of the document is 
on the presumption in favour of preservation of historic buildings and landscapes where 
possible and the guidance clearly states the need for detailed recording and assessment of 
an historic building before it is modified. This should ensure that an increasing number of 
historic buildings will be better recorded as they are modernised or converted for new 
uses. 

The archaeological reconstructions at the Peat Moors Visitor Centre have continued 
to develop with a steady demand for guided tours of the si te . Unfortunately , the 
Willows Garden Centre operated by Roger and Andrea Rogers closed in December 
1994, and with it the tea rooms and commercial functions on the site. The 
reconstruction project still has two years to run and in order to prevent the demise of 
this important visitor facility the County Council has agreed to provide financial 
support to the Centre until 1997. 

(R .A. Croft) 

SURVEY, FIELDWORK AND EXTENSIVE SITES 

Bridgwater Bay: a Rapid Preliminary Assessment, ST 2247 to ST 2652 
A rapid assessment of the archaeological and palaeo-environmental potential of Gore 
Sands and Stert Flats, covering much of the inter-tidal area of Bridgwater Bay, was 
carried out over the winter, spring and summer of 1994 on behalf of the RCHME by 
Richard McDonnell. The area was systematically fieldwalked , as far as ground 
conditions allowed, and some 77 records made . These included finds of animal bone, 
pottery, shipwrecks and extensive complexes of fish weirs . Palaeo-environmental s.ites 
included submerged forest remains and peat deposits . A survey report is in 
preparation . The records of the assessment will be entered into the National 
Monuments Record and the finds material deposited with the County Museums 
Service , Taunton Castle , Taunton. The records and archive are available for 
consultation at the National Monuments Record Centre , RCHME, Kemble Drive , 
Swindon , SN2 2GZ. 

(Richard McDonnell and Hazel Riley) 

Exmoor National Park 
The Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England is continuing its six­
year archaeological survey of the area of the Exmoor National Park.1 

Fieldwork, which commenced in 1993 in the western part of the National Park, has 
now progressed into Somerset. As well as a comprehensive investigation of all 
archaeological features, surveys have been undertaken at Lanacombe (SS 780427) of 
prehistoric stone settings, field banks and cairns. At Warren Farm (SS 79494076) pillow 
mounds and settlement earthworks have been surveyed . The field remains of industrial 
activity, specifically iron mining , have been surveyed at Blue Gate (SS 7615 3780), 
Drybridge Combe (SS 75923840) and Picked Stones (SS 79553780). Fieldwork has also 
commenced in the Porlock Marsh area at the request of the Exmoor National Park 
Authority. 

The survey record and archive are available for public consultation at the National 
Monuments Record Centre, RCHME, Kemble Drive , Swindon, SN2 2GZ. 

l. C.J. Webster and R.A. Croft (eds) 'Somerset Archaeology 1992', SANH , 136 (1992), 163. 
(R . Wilson-North and I. Sainsbury) 
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Exmoor National Park 
Several surveys have been undertaken on Exmoor in the past year, in addition to the 
RCHME survey, reported above . A jointly-funded assessment of the National Trust 's 
woodland revealed a prehistoric enclosure (see below) and a medieval settlement (see 
below) as well as evidence for woodland management and charcoal burning . The National 
Park's survey of its own land-holding continued with the major holding in the Royal 
Forest being completed. The hillfort in Timberscombe Wood, discovered in 1992, was 
purchased with grant aid from English Heritage. Clearance of the larch trees commenced, 
using horses to move the timber in order to minimise damage to the monument. A 
symposium on the Exmoor Landscape and the impact of estates on its evolution was held 
jointly with the National Trust, marking the 50th anniversary of the gift of the Holnicote 
Estate and the 40th anniversary of the establishment of Exmoor National Park. 

(S.V.E. Heal) 

Ford to Tolland, ST 09002870 to ST 10503200 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out on behalf of Wessex Water on a pipe­
line . A few unstratified finds of post-medieval date were recovered and several land­
drains of probable 19th or 20th century date were observed. 

(L. and R. Adkins) 

Over Stowey, Parsonage Farm, ST 186385 
A survey of the orchard of Parsonage Farm was undertaken prior to its being 
incorporated into the Countryside Stewardship Scheme. Earthworks of uncertain date 
were planned , including what may have been a pre-18th century formal garden. Other 
earthworks may be associated with the site of Over Stowey castle which lies immediately 
north of the orchard . Work is continuing in 1995 . 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Polden Villages Pipeline 
Monitoring of a 10 km length of sewage pipeline along the lower slopes of the north side 
of the Polden Hills between Woolavington and Shapwick resulted in a series of small 
excavations where the pipe trench cut through archaeological sites. A number of 
Romano-British settlements were investigated, some of them showing evidence of 
occupation starting in the late Iron Age and continuing through to the late 4th or early 5th 
centuries. 

Medieval sites were also investigated including that part of Shapwick village which 
lies below the 18th/19th century park. Medieval features in the park included boundary 
ditches originating in the 10th or 11th century. Detailed reports are in preparation . 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

South Cadbury Environs Project, 1994 
At the initiative of Richard Tabor and members of the South East Somerset 
Archaeological Society (SESAS), and stimulated by the recent English Heritage funded 
programme to complete the analysis and preparation of the South Cadbury Castle 
excavations (1966-73) for publication ,1 a survey project co-ordinated through 
Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit (BUFAU) is now under way. The initial 
objective is intensive field study of an 8 km-radius hinterland around the hillfort , 
concentrating upon evidence of the main periods represented at that site (from the 
Neolithic through to the early Medieval period) . With the imminent publication of the 
Cadbury Castle excavations it is felt that a better appreciation of its local and regional 
context can only enhance the significance of this internationally important site. 
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A detailed project design has been formulated by Richard Tabor as part of his 
submission for a M.Phil. degree at the University of Birmingham, and research is now 
underway. In 1994 exploratory field surveys were concentrated at Sigwells (ST 640230) , 
2 km south-east of the hill fort , and in fields to its north and west (ST 620250) . 

A large arable field to the south of Sigwells Farm has been the subject of several 
campaigns of field walking , geophysical prospection and trial trenching during 1993 and 
1994 (Fig . 1) .2 At least three Bronze Age round barrows are known here - Sigwells 
Camp on the edge of the escarpment is possibly a natural feature, although also 
potentially the site of another barrow. Within the fields, concentrations of Romano­
British finds, including stone building debris , pottery, slag , metalwork and animal bone 
have been plotted through intensive fieldwalking. This supplements previous discoveries 
of Roman material from the field, including a Roman altar now in Castle Cary Museum . 
The most recent fieldwalking results, enhanced by some geophysical prospection 
organised through Paul Johnson of the University of Glasgow, prompted a series of trial 
excavations in June/July 1994 to test the area 's potential. 

Six hand-dug trenches were excavated in the course of a field training programme, by 
undergraduate students from the University of Birmingham and members of SESAS . Five 
trenches sampled the Romano-British evidence in the eastern half of the field , focusing 
upon surface concentrations of building remains and occupation debris . Portions of at 
least three stone-founded, rectangular late Roman buildings were located and excavated . 
Structural remains included mortared limestone ashlar walls upon pitched drystone 
foundations, Lias stone roof tiles, cobbled and mortar floors, hearths and drainage gullies . 
All these features were associated with an abundance of late 3rd and 4th century AD 
pottery (dominated by Dorset Black Burnished ware), metalwork - including coins, slag, 
stone and bone objects , and animal bone - including a triple sheep/goat burial beneath 
the floor of one building . At a lower horizon within the sandy subsoil were earlier 
features , comprising occasional ditches , gullies and pits which contained 1st and 2nd 
century AD pottery, animal bone and other artefacts . 

These remains appear to represent a multi -phase Romano-British rural settlement, 
occupying about a 2 ha site between the early 2nd and late 4th/early 5th centuries AD . At 
present, no detailed picture is possible of its layout, status or function, although a village­
type settlement, comparable to Catsgore near Somerton , is a possibility. The Sigwells 
' village ' appears more nucleated than Catsgore, but surface indications point to at least 
ten stone buildings of the later phase , with as yet no sign of remains signifying a villa as 
its focus . The altar may be one clue to a religious function , but large quantities of slag, 
hearths , and an abundance of natural iron ore in the Inferior Oolite formations here could 
be another explanation . In all probability this was a multi-functional site with a strong 
domestic and agricultural element, whatever else may have motivated settlement on this 
hilltop . Apart from the Bronze Age round barrows , the most prolific evidence of pre­
Roman activity at Sigwells was the assemblages of flint flakes and artefacts recovered 
from fieldwalking and the excavations . Most of the material so far comes from secondary 
contexts, but Neolithic, Bronze Age and Mesolithic forms are represented . 

The sixth excavation trench was positioned adjacent to the most northerly surviving 
round barrow (Sigwells I) , trenched originally in 1877 by General Pitt-Rivers , who 
encountered a funerary pyre and primary cremation . This provided a partial section 
across an infilled ravine , also visible as a cropmark , which appears to cut off a small 
promontory on the escarpment , where a notable concentration of flints has been 
recovered from the surface. The status of this feature could not be conclusively 
established, although Roman pottery and some flint flakes were recovered from its fills . 
Further north , the trench intersected the ring ditch surrounding the barrow, also 
sectioning part of the mound and horizons buried beneath it. Samples from both may 
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provide environmental evidence for the area at the period of barrow construction . One 
sherd of an EBA Collared Urn was found in the lower ditch fills, but there was also 
evidence for later activity when the ditch was almost completely silted up. Shallow pits 
with charcoal and the remains of two fired clay loom weights may be of Late Bronze Age 
or early Iron Age type, although as yet there is no other evidence for Iron Age occupation 
at Sigwells. 

Beneath the Romano-British settlement site , further evidence of Early Bronze Age 
activity comprised a pit in Trench V containing fragments of two funerary vessels, and 
two or three other small features containing only a few flint flakes . No traces of cremated 
human bone were discovered , but the proximity of the twin round barrows (Sigwells II 
and III) about 50 m to the south-west could signify an outlying cremation cemetery or 
destroyed barrow here . More remarkable, a small pit beneath the Roman building in 
Trench IV contained fragments of two-piece fired clay moulds for casting a Late Bronze 
Age socketed axe of South Western type , a sword , and a socketed spear head. The 
truncated remains of at least one small hearth nearby may be contemporary. 

Fieldwalking was also undertaken in September below Cadbury Castle , in fields to the 
north and west. Finds, primarily of flint, pottery and metalwork, included material of 
prehistoric , Roman, medieval and post-medieval date. Two small concentrations of Iron 
Age pottery and at least one of Romano-British sherds may mark previously unrecorded 
settlement locations , although much of the Later material probably originated through 
manuring and other agriculturally related activity. It is hoped to expand the scope and 
range of survey work for the project in 1995 , to include further fieldwalking, geophysical 
prospection, auguring , test trenching, and the comprehensive examination of all available 
aerial photographs and existing archaeological records in the study region . 

I . CJ . Webster and R.A. Croft (eds) , 'Somerset Archaeology 1992 ' , SANH , 136 (1992), 165-6 . 
2. P.J. Leach and R . Tabor, The South Cadbury Environs Project Fieldwork Report 1994 

(Birmingham University Field Archaeology Report 327). 
3 . L.Y. Grin sell , 'Somerset Barrows Part II: North and East' , SANH, 115 (1971) , 95-6. 

(P.J . Leach) 

Wells Relief Road 
Archaeological assessment work in advance of the construction of the Wells Relief Road 
identified several areas of archaeological interest and potential. These included an area of 
medieval field system on the west side of Dulcote village, earthworks and boundary 
banks on the southern side of Dulcote hill. The Burcott road railway bridge was 
demolished as part of the scheme and a photographic record of the bridge was made by 
Somerset County Council. Further rescue and recording work is planned for 1995 when 
the road is constructed . 

(R.A. Croft) 

MULTI-PERIOD 

Leigh-upon-Mendip, Halecombe Quarry , ST 70204720 
Archaeological watching briefs on intermittent topsoil stripping were carried out at 
Halecombe Quarry , Leigh-upon-Mendip , on behalf of Wimpey Hobbs Ltd. These 
revealed a significant collection of unstratified prehistoric flintwork , three unstratified 
sherds of Roman pottery, unstratified post-medieval finds and a pattern of land drains 
made of channels filled with stone rubble , probably of 19th century date . 

(L. and R. Adkins) 
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Milton Clevedon, ST 667373 
A large concentration of medieval pottery and a small quantity of Romano-British pot 
were observed in ploughsoil. A number of flints, some worked, were also observed in the 
same field. 

(Penny Stokes) 

Montacuze, Ham Hill , ST 483165 
The Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England (RCHME) has completed a 
1: 1000 earthwork survey and interpretation of this multi-period site at Ham Hill, the largest 
hillfort in Britain. Geophysical survey of the hillfort interior undertaken for the RCHME by 
Geophysical Surveys of Bradford is continuing; the results obtained so far are spectacular and 
reveaJ a welJ-defined, sub-square field system, with numerous pits and post-holes . 

(Martin Fletcher and Hazel Riley) 

Montacute, Ham Hill Stone Quarry, ST 48201605 
In June 1994 Wessex Archaeology undertook the excavation of 0.13 ha of land at Ham 
Hill Stone Quarry. The stone quarry and the excavation area lie within the hillfort of Ham 
Hill . The excavations were commissioned by Montacute Estate Limited through Lesley 
and Roy Adkins, Archaeological Consultants , and were undertaken as a condition of 
Scheduled Monument Consent and a planning agreement with Somerset County Council. 

The excavations produced evidence for activity from the Mesolithic (8,000-4000 BC) 
to the Roman period , with the principal archaeological results belonging to the Middle to 
Late Iron Age (3rd-lst centuries BC) . The excavated features consisted mostly of pits of 
various dimensions, filled with debris from domestic and agricultural activities. The Iron 
Age finds assemblage consisted of a small but significant range of material types , 
including evidence of activities such as weaving, grain processing and hunting or 
warfare. Of particular interest is the recovery of an iron currency bar from the base of 
one pit. Large quantities of carbonised grain with chaff and weed seeds were also 
recovered. In some cases the carbonised material is exceptionally well-preserved and the 
study of this material will provide information on crop husbandry, farming and cropping 
regimes and the trade and import of grain. 

The excavation also produced evidence for Late Neol.ithic/Early Bronze Age 
(2,500-1,800 BC) activity with the recovery of sherds of Beaker pottery, worked flint 
and food remains from a pit , and an important collection of Late Bronze Age (1,000-700 
BC) metalwork including part of an axe, a ' bugle-shaped' object, and a chisel fragment. 

It is proposed that the excavation results should be prepared for publication as an 
article in Proceedings and that, ultimately, the excavation archive should be deposited 
with the Somerset County Museums Service, Taunton. 

(Roland J.C. Smith) 

Witham, ST 75804170 
The Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England has surveyed the site of 
the first English Carthusian monastery at Witham as part of a national project on English 
Carthusianism . The site of the monastery is known through excavation. 1 However, the 
bulk of the earthworks are associated with two post-Dissolution residences , one 
incorporating parts of the Charterhouse, and a second, designed by Robert Adam, some 
200 m to the south. The survey has revealed aspects of the ornamental landscapes 
associated with both residences . 

The earthwork survey, covering an area of nearly 1 square km was complemented by 
selected geophysical survey (by Geophysical Surveys of Bradford) , air photographic 
transcription (by RCHME) and a review of available documentary and pictorial sources. 
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The survey record and project archive are available for public consultation at the 
National Monuments Record Centre , RCHME, Kemble Drive , Swindon SN2 2GZ. 

l. I. Burrow and C .B. Burrow, 'Witham Friary: the First English Carthusian Monastery ', SANH, 
134 (1990) , 141-82 . 

(R. Wilson-North) 

PREHISTORIC 

Carhampton , Eastbury Farm , ST 010428 
North of Eastbury Farm an evaluation excavation of a low mound revealed a pebble layer 
with associated flint flakes - both waste and tools - and small quantities of Bronze Age 
pottery. 

(Peter McCrone) 

Compton Dundon, Dundon Hill and Beacon, ST 485030220 
A 1: 1000 scale earthwork survey of the hill fort at Dundon Hill , including the mound 
known as Dundon Beacon , was undertaken by the RCHME in response to a request from 
English Heritage . Previous survey work at Dundon has been minimal , with only the OS 
1:2500 map depicting the site in any detail. Despite the special difficulties of the hill 
caused by thick vegetation , the Royal Commission survey has revealed the full extent of 
the surviving ramparts and clarified several issues relating to the remains. In particular it 
has been possible to confirm the suggestion that the Beacon , in its present form, is an 
intrusion into earlier ramparts. Also it is likely that both the present entrances are later 
breaches and not authentic , confirming the suspicions of earlier writers that the main 
entrance was sited on the eastern side and destroyed by Later quarrying . Several more 
lynchets have been identified and recorded on the slopes of the hill , in addition to those 
already known, and all quarrying has now been recorded where vegetation permits . The 
survey records and archive can be consulted at the National Monuments Record Centre , 
RCHME, Kemble Drive , Swindon , SN2 2GZ. 

(P. Newman) 

Doulting, Sheep Sleight, ST 637422 
A concentration of flint and chert, some worked and some burnt, was observed in the 
ploughsoil . 

(Penny Stokes) 

Glastonbury Heath, Ham Wall, ST 463397 
Ham Wall is an area of 140 ha formerly used for peat cutting which is now being turned 
into a wetland habitat of reed bed and open water for nature conservation . Most of the 
peat which existed in the area has been cut away by commercial extraction but isolated 
pockets of the lowest peat do survive and these have been sampled for dating and palaeo­
environmental analysis . Clay and peat filled palaeo-channels have been sampled for 
dating . Palaeo-channels have been located running through the top of the blue/grey 
estuarine clay and these have been sampled for environmental analysis . 

(Richard Brunning) 

Langport, Combe Pond , ST 40902775 
Cut roundwood was found in a mollusc-rich peat deposit, disturbed by the excavation of 
a fishing lake . A radiocarbon date has been obtained from the wood with a two-sigma 
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range of 2458-1890 cat. B.C. A Bronze Age date is consistent with the limited toolmark 
evidence . 

(Richard Brunning) 

Luccombe, Horner Wood, SS 891441 
A previously unrecorded prehistoric enclosure was discovered during survey work . A 
substantial earthwork with an external ditch cuts off the flatter western approach along 
the neck of a spur. The eastern side is less \well defined where the land drops steeply to 
Homer Water. The enclosure is roughly D-shaped, measuring c. 48 m by 60 m, the bank 
up to 6 m wide and 1 m high. A causewayed entrance crosses the ditch which is of similar 
proportions to the bank. The earthwork is much slighter to the north and east where it lies 
in the woodland edge and may have been disturbed by woodland management. 

(S.V.E. Heal) 

Norton Fitzwarren, Norton Hillfort, ST 195261 
During repairs to footpaths and steps a watching brief was maintained. Most of the 
ground disturbed was modern material laid to form a durable surface to the paths. 

Four postholes, dug for the erection of new interpretation panels, were also observed. 
Two at the top of the rampart produced 19th century material suggesting the ground had 
been built up, possibly by dumping rubbish. The other two postholes did not reveal any 
archaeological finds . 

(Peter McCrone) 

Norton sub Hamdon , School Playing Fields , ST 470160 
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken in advance of proposals to build a new 
school on part of the playing fields believed to contain elements of the medieval manorial 
complex. Two trenches failed to find any evidence of medieval activity. Below a deep 
overburden of silty sands with loam was a buried land surface with charcoal flecks which 
contained occasional flint flakes. The only feature of note was a buried stream or 
watercourse which also contained flints . A few very small sherds of soft, friable and 
undiagnostic prehistoric pottery were recovered. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Pilton, ST 581384 
A well-preserved area of early fields defined by lynchets was noted on the steep north 
slope of Pennard Ridge . 

(Penny Stokes) 

Priddy, Charterhouse , ST 506559 
A large assemblage of mesolithic flints was discovered during excavations by Malcolm 
Todd (see 'Medieval' below) . 

(C.J . Webster) 

South Chard, Hurtham , ST 33420471 
A palaeolithic handaxe was found on the spoil heap from a shallow trench. It is made 
from red chert, unrolled and partly patinated with the tip apparently broken in antiquity. 

(Roger Carter) 

Stoke sub Hamdon, Castle Farm , ST 477182 
A proposal to construct a reservoir to supply water to a dairy unit led to the evaluation of 
an area to the north of Castle Farm by Alan Graham. The area lies between the medieval 
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site of Stoke 'Castle ' and a complex of cropmarks at Stanchester. Following the removal 
of the topsoil, in trenches 1 and 2 (Fig . 2), several features were excavated comprising 
pits (39 , 42) and ditches (33 , 36 , 38 , 55) . All the features excavated , with the exception 
of ditch 38 , contained sparse pottery of the early or middle Iron Age . Three stream 
courses were also recorded (29 , 45 , 46) which appeared to post-date the ditches. 

To the south, trench 3 was cut to evaluate an existing earthwork bank. This is 
interpreted as part of a complex of fishponds associated with the medieval manor. The 
bank appeared to have been completely destroyed at this point although the fill of the 
pond was sampled . This again contained iron-age pottery, presumably residual, but 
suggesting that the iron-age occupation extended to this point. Three small trenches ( 4 , 5, 
6) along the line of the feeder pipe revealed only natural deposits. 

To the east, another pipe trench was excavated archaeologically, by Chris Copson , 
where it crossed the low hill called Stanchester. Apart from post-medieval ditches , drains 
and a pit, this revealed only two undated pits. 
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West Bradley, ST 568373 
A concentration of flint and chert , some worked , was observed in the ploughsoil. 

(Penny Stokes) 

ROMAN 

Buckland Dinham, Orchardleigh , ST 763507 
A large quantity of Romano-British pottery was observed in the ploughsoil. 

(Penny Stokes) 

Burtle, Roman Sa/terns, ST 37304440 
Following the discovery of briquetage pottery in a field due to be shakerated, roughly 
two miles west of Burtle, a small trench was opened revealing a large quantity of late 
Romano-British briquetage and some finer wares. Peaty topsoil overlaid the pottery and 
undisturbed peat lay beneath to a depth of at least 0.5 m below the ground surface. Just 
under 10 m west of this trench the topsoil was composed of alluvial clay, found by coring 
to cover most of the rest of the field to a depth of between O .31 m and O .40 m. Beneath 
this was a layer of peat ranging from 0.50 m to 0.61 m in depth overlying blue/grey 
estuarine clay. 

(Richard Brunning) 

Chaffcombe, ST 36360843 
A watching brief conducted for M. and K. Jeanes, adjacent to Goldenhaye Lane , 
produced evidence for the existence of Romano-British occupation adjacent to the Fosse 
Way. A series of small pits and an extensive area of demolition rubble, containing 
considerable quantities of pottery, were recorded during topsoil stripping for the access to 
a waste disposal site. 

(R.A. Broomhead) 

Hardington, ST 747532 
A concentration of Romano-British pottery was observed in ploughsoil. 

(Penny Stokes) 

/lchester, Townsend Close , ST 520222 
An instrument survey of earthworks in a field south of the A37 llchester Bypass was 
undertaken by Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit in July 1994 on behalf of 
the Ilchester Town Trust. 1 A complex of relatively well-preserved earthworks survives 
here representing several phases of the settlement and land-use history of Ilchester and its 
close environs. A portion of the large Iron Age ' oppidum' enclosure survives very 
indistinctly towards the south-east corner. Close to the north-west boundary, adjacent to 
the Fosse Way, are low spread earthworks which represent buildings and properties of the 
former Roman and medieval suburbs which flanked that road. Behind this zone lie 
medieval ridge-and-furrow cultivation earthworks and several rectilinear ditched 
enclosures of medieval and post-medieval date. Archaeological excavation and recording 
of modem disturbances affecting Townsend Close , including construction of the bypass 
slip road across its northern part , emphasise the value and significance of the surviving 
remains, and the desirability of their preservation.2 

l. P.J . Leach and G. Bellavia, Townsend Close , llchester, Somerset. An Archaeological Field 
Survey 1994 (Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit , Report 3 I 2). 
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2. P.J. Leach , llchester, Volume 2. Excavations and Fieldwork to 1984. (Sheffield Excavation 
Reports 2, 1994). 

(P.J. Leach) 

Mells , ST 725494 
A concentration of Romano-British pottery was observed in ploughsoil. 

(Penny Stokes) 

Priddy, Charterhouse , ST 505557 
Further work was carried out at three sites by students from Exeter University led by 
Malcolm Todd . The small enclosure which has been suggested as prehistoric was shown 
to be medieval (see below) , although a large assemblage of mesolithic materiaI·was found 
beneath it (see above) . The two phases of the Roman fort were examined and it was 
proved conclusively that the occupation and mineral working began in the Claudian 
period. To the south-east, an area of ground disturbed by mining was excavated , 
concentrating on the ' rakes', long narrow trenches following lead seams. The date of 
backfilling of the longest of these could be firmly dated to the 1st century AD. 

(C.J. Webster) 

Seavington St Mary, Crimbleford Knapp , ST 408138 
During the early summer of 1994 an excavation was carried out by a group of students 
from Yeovil College on the site of the Roman Villa near to Crimbleford Knapp. The 
project was originally inspired by Mr Tom Poole who had worked on the site in 1949. 
Several small trenches were excavated which revealed evidence of some of the robbed­
out remains of a building . A range of material, largely redeposited by previous 
excavation , was recovered including pottery, floor tile , painted wall plaster and glass . In 
its later stages the project was supervised by Alan Graham, Jo Mills and Chris Copson . 

(R.A . Croft) 

Shepton Mallet , Cannards Grave, ST 626421 
An evaluation by trial trenching was undertaken by Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit of a field between Whitstone Road and Cannards Grave Road in 
January 1994 . Earlier surveys here by field walking and geophysical prospection , in 
anticipation of road improvements , had not indicated the presence of any significant 
archaeological remains. This impression was confirmed by the excavations , which 
revealed no evidence relating to recent discoveries nearby of Iron Age and Romano­
British settlements at Fosse Lane .1 

1. P.J. Leach , 'The Roman Site at Fosse Lane , Shepton Mallet ', SANH, 134 (1990) , 47-55. 
(P.J. Leach) 

Shepton Mallet, Fosse Lane, ST 630425 
An archaeological watching brief by Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit in 
April 1994 was undertaken in advance of a development at the Mendip Business Park, on 
the site of the Romano-British settlement at Fosse Lane. A previous evaluation of this 
locality demonstrated the survival of some structural evidence of the settlement, 1 and the 
excavation of building foundation bases and service trenches required the salvage and 
recording of remains encountered by them . Archaeological features and deposits were 
found in approximately 50% of the small pad foundation trenches excavated . Some parts 
of the site were already severely disturbed by previous construction groundworks for the 
Business Park, including the line chosen for the main service trench. 
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From the nature of the excavations it is difficult to interpret in detail the evidence of 
the settlement as recorded at this locality. Several linear boundary ditches , cobbled 
spreads , wall foundations , hearths and shallow pits were partly excavated and recorded. 
Most of the evidence related to occupation in the later 3rd and 4th centuries AD , 
although earlier phases were represented by features containing 2nd century AD pottery. 
It is possible to interpret these discoveries more fully with reference to the results of 
geophysical survey and trial trenching from the evaluation in 1990.2 The sites of at least 
two buildings, associated with yards, industrial features and other deposits , can be 
identified. These were set within rectilinear enclosures defined by shallow ditched or 
drystone-walled boundaries, used for a variety of purposes within the settlement, 
including burial . This area of the site lies some way back from the main Fosse Way road 
frontage to the west, but was bounded to the south by a cobbled side-street which was 
probably linked to the main road. 

l. P.J. Leach, An Archaeological Assessment of the Mendip Business Park, Shepton Mallet , 1990 
(Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit , Report 132 , 1990). 

2. C.J. Webster and R .A. Croft (eds) , 'Somerset Archaeology 1991', SANH, 135 (1991), 148-50. 
(P.J. Leach) 

Street, Holy Trinity Churchyard , ST 488372 
A watching brief was carried out when a small storage shed was constructed inside the 
churchyard adjacent to the north boundary wall. No graves or structures were 
encountered but a number of sherds of Romano-British pottery were recovered . The full 
report will include the Roman finds found in the churchyard in the 19th century. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

MIGRATION AND EARLY MEDIEVAL 

Carhampton, Eastbury Farm, ST 011427 
Further evaluation work was carried out in the area of Eastbury Farm following the discovery 
of cemetery and industrial deposits in 1993. 1 In the area between Eastbury Farm and the Old 
Vicarage (now Sandmartin House) further evidence for metalworking was uncovered in the 
form of three furnace bases and quantities of slag. These were associated with sherds of post­
Roman B-ware amphora. This pottery, originating in the eastern Mediterranean, is most often 
associated in Britain with high status 5th and 6th century defended sites such as Tintagel, 
South Cadbury and Cadbury Congresbury. A chapel or church dedicated to St Carantoc was 
recorded in the 16th century, which may suggest an early monastic site. 

l. C.J. Webster and R.A. Croft (eds) , 'Somerset Archaeology 1993 ', SANH , 137 (1993) , 144. 
(Peter McCrone) 

MEDIEVAL 

Butleigh, 'Perriams', ST 52253361 
An archaeological evaluation within an empty plot fronting on to Butleigh High Street 
revealed evidence for medieval and post-medieval activity. Medieval features included two 
possible beam slots for a small structure and a boundary or drainage ditch dating to the 12th 
century. No evidence for pre-12th century occupation of this part of the village was found. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 
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Chewton Mendip, ST 552612 
Fieldwork and documentary research revealed the presence of a medieval deer park in the 
area surrounding Chewton Wood . Earthworks and a number of low banks, some 
surmounted by stone walls, may represent surviving fragments of the park pale and inner 
compartments. 

(Penny Stokes) 

Chilton Cantella, ST 567223 
Several fields containing relic ridge and furrow strips were surveyed as part of a 
Countryside Stewardship Scheme application. A desk top survey of the area suggested 
that parts of the present village had encroached upon the medieval open fields. 
Suggestions for the preservation and enhancement of the surviving ridge and furrow were 
put forward. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Ditcheat, Kilkenny Lane, ST 601345 
A large concentration of medieval and post-medieval pottery , and some stone , was noted 
in plough soil. A building is marked here on early maps, and a settlement site seems 
highly probable . 

(Penny Stokes) 

East Pennard, Withial , ST 574369 
A garden survey of Withial Cottage was carried out, revealing a small quantity of 
medieval pottery in the flowerbeds. 

(Penny Stokes) 

East Stoke , St Mary's Church , ST 484174 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out when a new septic tank and associated 
drains and soakaways were installed east of the church . The desk top survey revealed 
that up to the late 18th century there had been a spring and pond east of the church 
which was backfiJLed by a dump of Ham Hill quarry waste in the early 19th century; this 
area had then been taken into the churchyard. Below the Ham Stone dump and other 
medieval and post-medieval deposits was a ditch which mirrored the 18th century 
boundary line. Pottery within the ditch suggested that it was in use in the 11th or 12th 
century. Some of the pot sherds were very local as Ham Stone grits were incorporated 
into the fabric. 

(C . and N . Hollinrake) 

Glastonbury, George Street, ST 49843905 
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken in advance of a housing development on a 
small piece of waste ground west of the fire station. Features found included medieval 
boundary ditches and small postholes and pits. Pottery within the fills of the medieval 
features which were all aligned with the burgage plots running off Northload Street 
suggested that this part of Glastonbury was first settled in the 12th century. No earlier 
material was recovered. Various features of post-medieval date were also recorded. 

(C . and N . Hollinrake) 

Hardington Mandeville , Plot Orchard , ST 511117 
An archaeological evaluation within Plot Orchard was undertaken in advance of a 
planning application to infill the site with housing. The evaluation established that the 
eastern half of the paddock had once been a boggy area containing ponds and fed by 
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streams. The western half of the paddock contained evidence for occupation and 
structures of the llth to 14th century. More work is expected to take place in 1995. 

(C . and N. Hollinrake) 

llchester, Northover Church, ST 524232 
Repairs and drainage work at Northover Church , Ilchester, undertaken by the Redundant 
Churches Fund (now the Churches Conservation Trust) was accompanied by 
archaeological monitoring. No in situ burials were disturbed but large quantities of loose 
bones were noted. A scatter of Romano-British , and some medieval , pottery fragments 
was noted throughout the churchyard. The work was carried out by R. Broomhead and 
R .A. Croft for the Fund . 

(R.A. Croft) 

Kingweston, Magotty Pagotty, ST 51023103 
A survey of a deserted hamlet at Magotty Pagotty, on the eastern edge of Copley Wood , 
was undertaken by the Exeter Office of the RCHME during the winter of 1993-4. The 
sites of four buildings were identified to the north of the bead-waters of the Chabrick 
Mill stream. Exposures of coursed walling were visible at all of these sites; three had 
adjoining plots or yards . The possible sites of four further buildings were also identified . 
Medieval pottery was found at the site in 1952. Chalkham Wood ,1 immediately to the 
north and west of Magotty Pagotty, may preserve the name of this deserted settlement. 
The survey records and archive may be consulted at the National Monuments Record 
Centre , Kemble Drive , Swindon, SN2 2GZ. 

1. OS 1st Edition l:2500 map, Somerset sheet 63.11. 
(Hazel Riley) 

Luccombe, Ley Hill, SS 89154500 
A small settlement of medieval type was discovered during survey work in Homer Wood. 
It consists of six house platforms , a hollow way and boundary banks and may be the 
settlement of Lower Wells , as it lies below the known site of Higher Wells . 

(S.V.E . Heal) 

Priddy, Charterhouse , ST 506559 
Excavation , by students from Exeter University led by Malcolm Todd , of a small 
earthwork enclosure revealed that it dated to the medieval period and was not , therefore , 
prehistoric as had been thought. Two phases were identified , the earlier dating to post c. 
1300 and associated with metalworking, mostly lead. The second phase is undated but 
may be medieval or a modern military feature . 

(CJ. Webster) 

Leigh Barton Farm, Ski/gate , SS 972272 
Repairs and restoration work at Leigh Barton Farm revealed evidence of a previously 
unrecorded late-medieval farmhouse with a very fine early 19th century wing attached to 
it on the south-eastern side . Careful repairs by the owner revealed several worked stone 
fragments suggesting an earlier building on the site. 

(R.A. Croft) 

Taunton , 5/6 East Street , ST 22762449 
Proposals to demolish number 5/6 East Street and replace it with a modem building resulted 
in a watching brief during construction work preceded by the recording of the property 's 
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cellars before they were backfilled with concrete. The cellars proved to have been 
constructed in the 17th century with additions and modifications until the 19th century; no 
evidence for medieval cellars was found. When construction commenced a watching brief 
found evidence of occupation from the 11th/12th century onwards. Several medieval pits 
were noted and small quantities of iron slag suggested small scale smithing took place in the 
12th/13th century. Only a small area was disturbed by the new foundations. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Taunton , Jellalabad Barracks, ST 2287024180 
Wessex Archaeology was commissioned to undertake an archaeological evaluation of a 
proposed development area at Jellalabad Barracks , Taunton. Four machine trenches were 
excavated, revealing at least two large east-west aligned sections of a linear ditch or 
ditches. The earliest ditch section was noted in Trench 4 and is interpreted as the remains 
of the original early medieval defences for Taunton , which were backfilled in the 17th or 
18th century. Finds recovered include large quantities of brick and tile , pottery, clay pipe, 
and animal bone . Diagnostic finds were predominantly 17th century or later in date , 
although a single sherd of 12th to 14th century pottery was recovered in association with 
later material from the ditch identified in Trench 4. 

(Andrew Crockett) 

Taunton, Priory Barn, ST 229249 
An archaeological evaluation took place prior to the demolition of existing buildings and 
the construction of a new indoor cricket school within the grounds of Somerset Cricket 
Club adjacent to Priory Barn , a scheduled building which now serves as the cricket club 
museum . Earlier excavations in 1977-78 by the Western Archaeological Trust (WAT) 
found evidence for waterlogged features connected with the 12th century medieval priory. 

The 1994 trenches found more evidence for waterlogged ditches of that date , with 
some structural remains of the medieval period. Guidelines to enable the builders to 
avoid disturbing the medieval layers and features were devised and when construction 
took place these guidelines were seen to be successful. A watching brief will continue 
into 1995 and a full report will be prepared when construction is completed. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Upton Noble, ST 717394 
A well-preserved area of earthworks was noted in an area called 'Pressex ' . The name 
may derive from 'Priest Wicks' and could suggest Saxon occupation here. 

(Penny Stokes) 

Wedmore , Muclgley Hill, ST 44074606-ST 43744643 
Documentary work has added further details of the boundary bank of Kills Wall 
described in 1991 1 and also located a medieval headland , since ploughed out. A report in 
the Weston Gazette of 16 August 1879 describes the features in detail as part of ' the 
supposed drive of King Alfred' and allows their position and character to be defined . 

l. C.J. Webster and R.A. Croft (eds) , ' Somerset Archaeology 199 l ', SANH , 135 (199 L) , 159 . 
(Hazel Hudson and Frances Neale) 

West Bradley, ST 561369 
A large concentration of medieval and post-medieval pottery, and some stone, was noted 
in ploughsoil. A settlement site is likely. 

(Penny Stokes) 
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Butleigh, 'Veerings' , ST 52343364 
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An archaeological evaluation in advance of a proposed housing development found 
evidence for a small clay pipe factory founded in the mid L 7th century. Finds included 
pipe clay, pipe bowl and stem wasters and fragments of kiln lining . The limited range of 
pipe bowls suggests that the factory failed after a comparatively short period . 

(C. and N . Hollinrake) 

llchester, Pill Bridge , ST 500234 
During a visit to the medieval Pill Bridge a collection of graffiti was noticed, carved into 
the upper surfaces of the parapet and incised in the lead forming the joints. Included are 
initials , dates and the outline of a gloved hand or gauntlet. 

(Peter McCrone) 

Langport, ST 41982671 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out on the site of the new library at 
Langport, on behalf of Somerset County Council . Fragmentary remains of post-medieval 
structures were observed and a few unstratified finds of similar date were noted. 

(R.A. Broomhead) 

Shepton Beauchamp, St Michael 's Church , ST 403172 
A watching brief was undertaken when a new foundation for the village war memorial 
was excavated in the south-west comer of the churchyard . No burials were disturbed and 
the only find was of an 18th century gravestone which had fallen over and been buried. 

(C . and N . Hollinrake) 

Stoke St Michael , ST 655482 
The teat and stone-lined conduits of a watermeadow system survive in good condition . 
The system was apparently still working when the tithe map was made in the mid-19th 
century. 

(Penny Stokes) 

Taunton , Canon Street , ST 23052490 
Prior to the development of a temporary car park on the corner of Canon Street and Duke 
Street an archaeological evaluation took place which revealed the line of a probable 17th 
century ditch as well as extensive 18th and 19th century deposits . It was thought possible 
that the ditch might be a part of Taunton 's civil war defences and after consultation with 
the developers, Magnus Developments and Knightstone Housing Trust, it was agreed that 
a further evaluation with some limited excavation should take place to determine the 
extent of the 17th century features . 

Excavations revealed an east-west ditch which turned north within the site . Outside 
that angle a further outwork had been constructed, probably as extra protection at a 
vulnerable point. There is little doubt that the 17th century works investigated belonged 
to the civil war siege of Taunton ; 17th century pottery was found within them and the 
lack of finds of a later date would suggest that they were backfilled fairly quickly after 
the siege was over. The large outwork investigated also belonged to that period but its 
function is not yet entirely clear. The burnt remains of wickerwork gabions were also 
recorded. No evidence that this site was ever within the medieval Priory precinct was 
found . A full report is in preparation. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 
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INDUSTRIAL 

Compton Dundon, Gilling Down , ST 595323 
An area of old downland and erosion gullies on the western slope of Gilling Down was 
surveyed as part of a Countryside Stewardship Scheme application. The site of an early 
19th century trial shaft for coal mining was found. Suggestions for the preservation and 
enhancement of the archaeological sites were put forward. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

East Chinnock, The Salt House , ST 482130 
Continuing research by SIAS into the Somerset Salt Industry resulted in fieldwork at a 
salt works known to have been in operation in the late 18th century. 1 The site had been 
ploughed and drained in the early 1980s but the salt spring remained visible as a water­
filled area. Evidence of an unsuccessful brickyard at the same location , once part of the 
Portman Estate, was only indicated by misshapen field drainpipes in the possession of the 
present owner. 

1. L. Richardson, 'The Salt Spring , East Chinnock ' , SANH , 72 (1926) , 76-8. 
(Brian J. Murless) 

Frame , The Piggeries , ST773481 
A proposal to comprehensively redevelop a large area on the northern edge of Frome 
known as The Piggeries was approved by Mendip District Council. 

A number of interesting 18th and 19th century buildings were identified on the site and 
a programme of detailed photographic recording in association with a cartographic survey 
was undertaken by Somerset County Council and the RCHME. A brief historical analysis 
of the area was undertaken by Michael McGarvie for the County CounciJ. Copies of the 
detailed reports and the photographs are available in the County SMR . One of the most 
interesting and complete buildings to survive was the late 19th century bakery building on 
the corner of Castle Street and Morgans Lane. This building contained two examples of 
late 19th century steam ovens which were in use until the 1980s. 

Further archaeological monitoring and recording work is planned when the 
development takes place in 1995. 

(R.A. Croft) 

Otterhampton, The Mill , Combwich , ST 258422 
Proposals for re-development of the site prompted a photographic and measured survey 
by SIAS. The premises were formerly occupied by Morgan Brushes Ltd. , established in 
1890 , who manufactured a wide range of products for the domestic market and specialist 
brushes for the baking , brewing, diary and milling industries . A report is in preparation. 

(Brian J. Murless) 

Wedmore , The Gasworks, ST 437480 
The surviving buildings of the works , which operated from 1870 to 1947 , were surveyed 
by SIAS. Originally erected exclusively for the provision of gas lighting, of particular 
note is the retort house, which despite modifications since closure, retains traditional 
features such as ventilation in the rear wall and a decorative chimney 1 

1. P. Daniel and D . Gledhill , ' Wedmore Gasworks ', Bulletin of the Somerset Industrial 
Archaeology Society, 66 (August 1994) , 2-9 . 

(Brian J. Murless) 
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This section contains reports of assessments , evaluations and watching briefs, mostly required 
as planning conditions, which produced little or no evidence of archaeological deposits. 

Bridgwater, Crowpill Yard , ST 298374 
Inspection of geotechnical pits revealed little of archaeological interest over most of the 
site . One pit dug on the site of CrowpiU House uncovered the line of a wall and part of a 
basement or cellar, the fill of which was largely loose brick with a few pieces of dressed 
stone , probably from decorative quoins on the building. 

(Peter McCrone) 

Bridgwater, Old Sedgemoor Services Yard , ST 293369 
A watching brief during development for housing revealed no archaeological features. 
Small quantities of post-medieval and modern pottery were seen. 

(Peter McCrone) 

Burnham on Sea, ST 304490 
During paving works in the High Street , workmen broke into a brick-lined well shaft. 
This probably dates from the l 9th-century expansion of Burnham as a seaside resort after 
the arrival of the railway in 1858 . 

(Peter McCrone) 

Chedzoy, ST 33723731 
An archaeological evaluation was carried out at 2 , Westfield Cottages , Chedzoy, on 
behalf of the owner as the plot lay adjacent to an extensive area of cropmarks. A trial 
trench was excavated by mechanical excavator. No archaeological features were 
observed , but the presence of post-medieval building debris, pottery and clay pipe stem 
fragments , mainly of 19th and 20th century date , was noted . 

(L. and R. Adkins) 

Hemington , Highchurch Farm, Faulk/and , ST 742538 
Following the ' location ' of the site of the church by a dowser, a small evaluation was 
undertaken to assess the validity of the technique and also the potential of the area , part of 
a known deserted medieval village. No archaeological features were located , rock being 
encountered at about 0.2 m below the turf. A few pieces of medieval pottery were found . 

(C.J. Webster) 

Mudford, Hinton Farm, ST 574206 
Observation of foundation pits for a new farm building revealed no archaeological 
features. Hinton Farm is the last vestige of a medieval settlement which included a large 
moated site and the owner bas a collection of masonry fragments and post-medieval 
pottery collected from the area. 

(Peter McCrone) 

llchester, ST 52002249 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out at The Old School , Ilchester, during the 
excavation of foundation trenches for an extension , on behalf of the owner. No 
archaeological features were observed , but two clay pipe stem fragments and some 
building debris of late 19th or 20th century date were noted . 

(L. and R. Adkins) 
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Nether Stowey, 14 St Michael's Close , ST 188395 
The foundations for a garage revealed only natural deposits. 

(Peter McCrone) 

North Petherton, lmpens Farm , ST 305315 
An archaeological evaluation was carried out on the site of a proposed 
tipping/reclamation site covering 7 .5 ha at Impens Farm, North Newton. Machine 
excavated trenches revealed deposits of peat in the lowest-lying , south-east, corner of the 
area but no associated archaeological features were encountered. Trenches on higher 
ground revealed only field drains and recently removed field boundaries. No indications 
were found of any continuation of the cropmark enclosures and boundaries known from 
adjacent fields . The boundary of Petherton Park which lies adjacent was not examined . 

(John Hawkes and Julian Cotton) 

North Petherton, West Newton, ST 284287 
An archaeological evaluation was carried out on a proposed tipping site covering 2.5 ha . 
Machine-excavated trenching revealed that much of the site had been truncated during 
motorway construction. In the remainder, no archaeological features were observed and 
only one flint flake was recovered . 

(Julian Cotton and John Hawkes) 

Nunney, Coleman's Quarry, ST 724458 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out in November 1994. No archaeological 
features were revealed during topsoil stripping and the only artefact recovered consisted 
of a single, badly corroded , copper-alloy coin, possibly of Roman date. 

(Tanya Cottrell) 

Otterhampton, Combwich, ST 257416 
Observations made during construction of a road south of the village to the riverside at 
Combwich revealed a few fragments of post-medieval or modern pottery . No 
archaeological features were seen. 

(Peter Mccrone) 

Pense/wood, Pen Pits Cottage , ST 767315 
Excavations for a building extension were observed . Some post-medieval and modern 
pottery was seen. A small greensand column drum , possibly discarded because of 
breakage during manufacture, was found. 

(Peter McCrone) 

Pilton, ST 59694021 
An archaeological evaluation was carried out on the site of a small quarry on Worthy 
Farm, Pilton, on behalf of the owner. Four linear trial trenches were excavated by 
mechanical excavator. No archaeological features were observed, but three fragments of 
brick, three fragments of roofing tile and a metal tent peg, all of probable 20th century 
date were observed. 

(L. and R . Adkins) 

Pitminster , ST 21111965-ST 2050890 
A watching brief, carried out on a 2 km length of water main replacement, revealed no 
archaeological material, despite records of prehistoric , Roman and medieval finds from 
the vicinity . 

(R.A. Broomhead) 
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Porlock to Porlock Weir , SS 867475-SS 888469 
Observation of the excavation of a trench for a new water main during April , May and 
June revealed no archaeological features or finds . 

(Tanya Cottrell and R.A. Broomhead) 

Shepton Mallet , Field House, ST 62164308 
An archaeological watching brief took place in a paddock north of Field House prior to 
the construction of a new Health Service building. No medieval or earlier finds were 
recovered. Occupation on the site , as represented by pottery finds , did not appear to start 
before the 16th-l 7th centuries . The paddock formerly lay within an area of medieval and 
later open fields. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Shepton Mallet, 17 Princes Road , ST 620438 
During construction of a house, only natural deposits were seen in the foundation 
trenches . 

(Peter McCrone) 

Somerton, Old Parsonage, ST 493284 
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken on a site east of the Old Parsonage Tithe 
Barn prior to a new housing development. No medieval features were found; the only 
finds and structures uncovered dated to the 18th century or later. 

(C . and N . Hollinrake) 

South Petherton, Compton Durville , ST 437165-ST 461174 
A watching brief was carried out on 2 .85 km of water pipeline . No features were 
recorded but surface finds were collected. These included pottery of post-medieval date 
and small quantities of worked prehistoric flint and chert. 

(Andrew Weale) 

Washford, St Pancras Cottage, ST 041398 
A mortar floor was discovered by the owner during work to lay a garden path . There was 
no dating evidence . A 'Roman coin' found in the garden proved to be a button with a 
design based on a coin . 

(Peter McCrone) 

Wells , St Joseph 's School, ST 547459 
The foundations for an office extension revealed only natural deposits . 

(Peter McCrone) 

Westonzayland, Court Farm, ST 352347 
During excavations for house foundations, remains of an earlier structure were revealed . 
The visible remains were lengths of well-built walls, probably forming part of the 
basement or cellar of a house . A building is shown on the site on the 1904 and 1962 
1:2500 OS maps . 

(Peter McCrone) 

Yeovil , Beechwood, ST 546150 
No archaeological features were observed. A small amount of modern pottery was seen. 

(Peter McCrone) 


