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1. Introduction
This report provides a summary of activity relating to the management of the SANHS Library during 2025. It has been made under clause 7.1(g) of the Library Collections Agreement (LCA) of July 2010.
The care of the library by SWHT has continued throughout 2025, and aspects of the forward management plan have continued to be implemented. An annual meeting between SANHS, SWHT and SCC has also been held.
2. Collection Care
The library continues to be cared for in environmentally controlled strongrooms, providing stable temperature and humidity conditions that support the long-term preservation of the books and related material. Strongroom conditions have been monitored continuously using data loggers, and regular building checks have been undertaken to ensure that the requirements of BS 4971:2017, Conservation and care of archive and library collections, and BS EN 16893:2017, Conservation of Cultural Heritage, are met.
3. Access
Books from the library were consulted in the search room at the Somerset Heritage Centre. During 2025, 77 books were requested from the library for use there. A total of 13 books were borrowed by Society members during the year. Details of all loans are recorded on a spreadsheet. Staff also continued to answer enquiries relating to SANHS collections throughout the year.
4. Online Catalogue
Volunteers continued to support the development of thesaurus information, which will greatly enhance the searchability of the online catalogue. Work also continued to streamline the organisational thesaurus.


5. Projects
A working group met in November to discuss future projects, including staff training on the library catalogue and the cataloguing of the Tite illustrations collection.
6. Acquisition
The acquisition of new items for the library continued, based on the recommendations of the Society’s Library Committee and the Honorary Librarian, and in accordance with the provisions of the LCA. During 2025, new acquisitions comprised 255 books and journal parts.
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