
SOMERSET ARCHAEOLOGY 1996 

£di1etl by C.J. WEBSTER {IJI(/ R.A. C ROFr 

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL, ENVIRONMENT AND PROPERTY D EPARTMENT 

Co11111y Ardweological Offiwr's Rep11r1 
The task or compiling the annual repor1 gives an opportunity 10 assess and review the wide 
range or ~1rchaeological activities which arc going on in Somerscl every yea r. T he position of 
1he urchaeologicul 1emn within the Environment Depnnment continues to develop as more 
and more requests arc made for archueologicaJ and heritage information. During 1996 more 
than 800 planning upplica tions and other consultations were made or the County Sites and 
Monuments Record (SM R). Coping with this increasing demand is cha llenging wilh fewer 
resources available 10 deal with developmen1 co111rol work across the coun1y. Obtaining 
sufficient information from applicants wishing to carry out development is essential and the 
policy procedures to do this arc well c:;wblished in the county. 

The only way forward for research projects is partnership funding and support from 
English Heritage and other agencies. Of part icular meril for the county is the Extensi ve 
Urban Survey (EUS) of1hc historic towns funded by English Heritage which started in 1995. 
At the end of 19% u total of 19 towns (out of 46) have been assessed and described. This 
work will provide valuable support 10 loca l planning authorit ies when assessing applications 
for development within the historic cores of our towns. The project was strengthened in 19% 
with the appointment of Min1nda Richardson to work with Clare Gathercole 10 prepare 
reports on the I.Owns. each with a strategy document which will be endorsed by the loca l 
planning authorities and issued as Supplementary Planning Guiclunce. Somerset is in the 
forefront with this project and hosted an important seminar at Dillington House 10 assess 
progress and to help English Heritage and o ther loca_l authorities develop the s1n11egies. An 
interim rcpon on the progress of the project has been published 1. The towns project will be 
completed in 1998. As part or the EUS a cons_iderable amount of information is being added 
10 the SM R in a digitised format and this is helping to develop computerised maps fo r the 
archac.ological heritage of the county. 

During the year. Somerset County Council and a number o r panners submilled an 
.,pplication for a Millenn ium grant 10 establish an Ecomuseum a t the Morlands site on the 
edge of Glastonhu ry. This project proposed 10 set up a large museum with interpretation 
faci lit ies and reconstructions 10 illustrate the archaeology. history and lire of the Somerset 
Levels and Moors. The bid was unsuccessful but in the process of development ;111cl con~ultation 
a wide range of heritage issues were discussed with many local people. This proposal clearly 
showed the interest ,111d educational vulue in having "living heritage" centres in the County and 
the importance of sites such as the Peat Moors Visitor Centre (PM VC) HI Westh:1y. 

With the fa ilu re of the Avalon 2000 bid. the educational facilities al the PMVC c<rntinuc 
10 be the principal source for ini'onnation on the archaeology of the Somerset Levels and 
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Moors. The acquisition of the site in 1996 by the Cou nty Council secured the fuwrc of the 
archaeological reconstructions and activities at tbe centre. A programme of courses and 
events saw an increase in visitors in 1996. One of the highlights o f the season was the 
National Archaeology Day in September with more than 200 visitors to the site joining in 
with act ivities and also meeting Professor Mick Aston of Bristol University and Channel 4 
"Time Team". It is hoped that this will become an a nnual event at the centre. Tbe tm1in 
reconstruction project fo r 1996 was the construction of a log boa t based upon the iron-age 
boat found at Meare. The boat was exhibited at the Bristol Festival o f the Sea and was 
successfully launched on the South Drain in the summer. It is now moored at the Centre and 
in usc as pan of the d isplays. At the end of 1996. Cary Meeha n left the centre as Warden and 
her place was taken by Guy Apter. The Centre is expanding its range of activities a nd 
functions and is working in ranncrship with the Wi llows Garden Centre and English 
Nalure. A development rlan is being prepa red fo r the next five years. 

The importance of ,1·e1land archaeology in Somerset has taken something of a back seat in 
recent years following the completion of the Somerset Levels Project. This situa1ion has been 
remedied with the establishmenl of the Swcc1 Track assessmen1 project, funded by English 
Heritage. The a im of this project is to show 1he importance of monitoring and assessing 
wa terlogged sites over time (see below). This rrojecl will run until 1998 and is co-ordtna1cd by 
Richard Hnmning. Richard has also prepared the English Heritage Guidance Nore 0 11 Iller Wood.2 

During the year. stuff from 1he group have been involved with a number o f' buildi ng a nd 
historic landscape projects most notably at Halswell House and Hestercombe gardens. This 
has involved guidancc on the conservation of important build ings a nd the implementat ion of 
conservat ion works to preserve these sites. A detailed survey of the 19th- and 20th-century 
defensive buildings a t Brean Down fo rt was carried out by Chris Webster and Roger Hagley 
as part a project to preserve this nationally important site. 

In addition to the ubovc. various enhancement projects have been implemented during the 
year as part of road schemes. These include the final stages of the enhancement o r 
G lastonbury High SLrceL. the Wells Relief Road and the Market Place and North Street in 
Ta unton. Schemes such as the Taunton Towri Cen tre Enha ncement may at first sight appear 
to have limited impact upon archaeological deposits but the work involved the almost 
complete destruction of a ll lhe urchaeologic,tl deposits in the town's market place. The issues 
of enhancement coupled with government guida nce on 1he redevelopment of many o r 
our town centres will prove 10 be a challenge fo r archaeologists and pla nners over the next 
few years. 

There is a need for a local research framework for Somerset Archaeology and some 
thought was given to this at a meeting held in conj unction with the South West 
Archaeological Fo rum a nd the Centre for Sout h Western Historic.ii Stud ies at the 
University of E.xeter in March. English Heritage published comments on the need for 
reseurch frameworks at the local and regional level a nd 1J1is initiat ive should encourage the 
publication of an archaeological strategy fo r the county which links in with regional and 
national objectives.\. The society is urged to consider preparing a strategy to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of SA NHS in 1999 and to guide archaeological research in the county into 
the next millennium. 

Croft. R.A .. Schofield, A.J . and Wchster. C .J. 'Managing archaeology in historic towns·. 
Co,1serl'lltio11 811flni11. Novembe.r 1996. 

1 W111erlogged Wood- g11idelim!.< 011 the recording , .m111p/i11g, c111rsen·mia11. mu/ c11rmim1 of ll'Ull'rlogg<'d 
,rnod. English Heritage, 1996. 

3 Frw11ewflrks for 01,r pcm. English Heritage. I 996. 

(R.A. Croft) 
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SURVEY. FIELDWORK A ND EXTENSIVE SITES 

A l'l'iaf R1,co111wi.1·.wmce 
The prcsc111 programme of aerial reconnaissance in Somerset began in 1989 and was lasl 
reported in ihese Proceedings in 19901. The programme is currcn1ly undertaken by Frances 
Grini1h and Bill Horner, of Devon County Council, covering Somerset on an agency basis. 
In previous years funding has come from the Royal Commission on the Historical 
Monumcnb of England (RCHlVI E) and rrom Somerset Couniy Council. However in 1996. 
with dra!-ticcuts in RC l·IM E'!- Regional Flying budget, funds were provided solely by Devon 
:rnd Somerset County Councils in order 10 capitalise on the excellent conditions that existed 
for 1he recording or archaeologica l sites in 1he two counties. 

The wisdom of this decision has been confim1ed by the season·s results: 158 archaeological 
si tes were recorded in croprnark or parchnrnrk form, of which 84, or 53%, were new 
discoveries. T his is broadly similar 10 the mos1 productive of previous years, such as 1990 
and 199.5, when roughly .55% of recorded sites were new. This demonstrates the continuing 
value of primary ucrial reconnaissance in Somerset. 

Sites were recorded throughout the county, but concentrations wcn.: observed in the Vale 
or Taunton Deane. 1he south-cast nanks of rhe Quantocks between Taunton and 
Bridgwater, the Holford-Stringston area, the Watche1 and Williton hinterl.tnd. around 
Chedzoy and Wesionzoyland ancl 1he adjacent slopes of rhe Polden Ridge. and between 
Langpon and Somerton (Fig. I). The soil types that were most productive of cropnrnrks 
were the typical brown eanhs, siagnoglcyic argillic brnwn eanhs and brown rendzinas. 

The majority of sites were in cropmark form. but as Lhe dry summer progressed 
parchmarks in grass were recorded with increasing frequency. As in previous years the 
majorit y of recorded si1es were either ring ditches or simple enclosures. The ring ditches, 
thought 10 be ploughed-out barrows, continue to extend Lhe known dis1ribu1ion of 2nd 
millennium BC ritua l monuments in lowland Somerset. By an:.i lO!:':' wi1h Devon, where a 
sma ll but incrc,1sing number of enclosure sites have been investigated through excava1ion. 
many or the simple enclosures, particularly those of' recti linear form, may prove to be 
farmsteads of Iron Age or Romano-BriLish du1e. However earlier prehistoric or indeed, 
medieval dates should not be ruled out for these and other enclosure forms2

. In some areas, 
1101ably around Chedzoy und Podimorc/Yeovilton (see below), more complex systems of 
enclosures. i-1eld systems and trackways were recorded. 

lt is worth noting that many of the new discoveries in 1996 were in areas that have been 
fa irly frequen1ly phot ographed in past years, areas such as the Vale of Taunton Deane and 
around Chedzoy. It is clear that even these areas may s1ill be regarded as in a ' primary' 
rcconnaissnnce phase. Many more new sites were recorded on the edges of previously 
productive areas. moving onto higher ground that had appare111 ly not been susceptible to 
cropmark fo miation in earlier nying seasons. In this category arc a group of enclosures just 
east of Wiveliscombe and a further group west of Wellington. on the fringe of the Va le of 
T,1unton Deane. Several new enclosures were recorded scat1ered along the northern foo1hills 
of the Brendon Hills, with a par1icular concentration west or Stogumber. Funher new 
discoveries were made on the nonh-east side of 1hc Qua ntocks, between Holford and 
S11ingston, in an a rea only accessible in the past three years due 10 the deactivation of 
formerly res1ricted military a irspace over Bridgwater Bay. 

A number or individual discoveries are of particular i111cres1 in that 1hey can be linked 10 
evidence f"rom terrestrial field survey. For example a simple sub-rectangular enclosure wus 
photographed on ground overlooking Somerton Moor. This \\'.tS ,11 the site of the Lugshorn 
or King·s Sedgemoor •villu' . Finds of Romano-British pottery and dressed stone have been 
made here and markings on 1.hc ground have been seen in dry summers. A building. 
containing an iron fibu la and a bone. inscribed wi 1h the name 'April is'. is also reported to 
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have been found in this area in the early 19th century (infom1a1ion rrom Somerset SM R). 
The cropmark lllt/Y represent an "nclosure ditch .iround a Romano-British farmstead. or 
possibly indicate earlier occupation at the site. 

Two simi lar enclosures. one rectangular and the other sub-rectangula r. were recorded 
adj,tcent to the Highbrooks villa. near tlie Catsgore Romano-British settlement. These mny 
be contcmpornncous fea tures. si1ch i1s stock enclosures. or again could represent occupation 
of a different period. Furt her dewil or the ,·ilia itself was also observed in 1996 when 
masonry struct11res appeared as parchmar~s in grass. This is particularly signilicH nt HS the 
site has never been formally cxcuvatcd. Surface 'rinds of 2nd-4th century AD material had 
been recorded in the 1950s and the site was surveyed in 1970 when deep ploughing had 
exposed walls and some areas or flooring. A geophysical survey wt1s also undertaken in the 
I 970s and a composite plan of the various fonns or survey wns produced indicating the 
approximate positions of buildings and ro.1dways3

• The 1996 aeria l photographic record 
corroborates and enhances this ground survey evidence. . 

A further known site to which sign ificunt evidence has been added is the presumed Iron 
Age and Roman-Bri tish settlement at Podimorc/Ycovilton (Fig. 2). This complex or 
enclosures. fields and trackwitys has been recorded piecemeal over almost hair a cen tury. 
hoth throug.h surface finds, of pollery and "black soil". and through aerial photograph/. 
The 1996 observat ions offe r the single most complete record yet made of this extensive site. 

At Leazemoor Rhyne. High Ham. a site photographed from the air in 1984. and 
tentatively identified in the Somerset SM R as a cursus monument. was recorded again in 
1996. The interpretation of the site as a cu.rsus may hal'c been strengthened. although the 
possible presence of the o ther ·end' may suggest that it is another class of Neolithic 
monument; an oblong ditched mortu.iry enclosure. 

The integration of the 1996 survey results with earlier work is current.ly in progress in the 
Somerset County Sites ,1nd Monuments Record. where all the photographs from the. aerial 
reconnaissance programme since 1989 are lodged. The importance or primary reconnais­
sance in Somerset has ugain been demonstrated. both in the discovery ofa high proportion 
of new archaeological si tes and Lhe addition of significa nt infomrntion to known or suspected 
sites. Such information plays an important parl not only in expanding the academic 
understanding of t.hc county"s a rchaeology, but also in the more immedia te process of 
protecting sites from inadvertent desLrucLion. It is hoped that the programme will cont inue 
in ru111re ye.irs. with fonding from either the national heritage agencies or locu l sources. 

Gri ffi th F. M. 1990 ·Aeria l Reconnaissance· in Webster. C. J. and Cron . R. A. ·somcrscl 
Archaeology 199(r, SANH 134. 209-211. 

2 G riffi l h. F. M. 1994 ·Changing Perceptions of Prehis1oric Dnrtmoo(. !'roe D,1,·1111 A ,-c/weol. Soc. 52, 
85-99. 

3 Leech, R. 1-1. I 9ii Excol'mio11s m Clllsgore J9iU- 73. 
4 L.:cch, R.H. 1975 ·An Iron Age and Romano-British s~ttlemcnt at Podimorc'. SAN11 I 19. 72- 76. 

(W.S. Homer a11d F.M. Griffith) 

Dc11droch1·0110/ogJ· Projcc1 
The Somerset Vernacular Building Research Group have sianed a project 10 date a number 
or medieval buildings across the county. The project will continue into 1998 and has received 
financial support from various bodies including Somerset County Council. The first year of 
the project hus been satisfactorily completed by Dan Miles for the SVBRG. Sixteen houses 
and one associated barn have been sam pled, involving the ta king of 150 cores. The results 
have generally been very successfu l giving elates much earlier tha n anticipa ted. 

All has 1101 however been plain sailing as some difficulty has been experienced in the 
selection or suitable suhjects: it was found that elm was used more ex1e11sivcly than we had 
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anticipated in some of the early buildings and ulso that some oak had rings too widely 
spaced to obtain sat isfactory results. Four houses which had been on our provisional 
sampling list were not sampled for these reasons. 

The following list gives details of those buildings where sat isfactory felling dates were 
ohta.incd. 

I. Bridge Farn1housc (West Bradley) Bahonsborough CP. ST552363 
2. Bridge Farmhouse. Butlcigh CP. ST523337 
3. 16/ 18 High Street. Bruton er. ST683348 
4. 20 High Stn:ct. Bruton CP. ST683348 
5. 24 High S1recl. Bruton CP. ST683348 
6. JI High S1reet, Bruton CP. ST68234S 
7. Higher Broughton Farmhouse. Stoke SI. Mary CP. ST26 I 224 
8. TI1e Court House. Long Sutton CP. ST468259 
9. \Vigborough Mnnor House. South Pethenon CP. ST44S151 

10. Gam ivals Week. Milverton CP. STl36255 
11. Whitcswunton Ma nor House. Whitestaunton CP. ST280105 
12. Stoford. Halse CP. STl442SS 

Exmoor RC f-1 /v/ E Surrey 

1336-42 
1305 
1452/3 
1462 
14]0 
< 1300 
< 1300 
1328 
1584/5 
1287 
1447- 92 
1608 

(John Dal limorc) 

The Exeter Office of the Roy:il Commission on the Historical Monuments of England 
(RCHME) has continued its urclrncological survey of the Exmoor National Park during 
1996. The work has involved the recording of new sites. the re-interpretation of known sites. 
and the upgrading or existing records througl1 field l'erilicat iou. Fieldwork in Wes! Exmoor 
was completed. with large scale surveys of sites such as B.tdgwon hy and the hillslope 
enclosures of Myrlleberry North and SouLh, and area surveys of the East Pinford area. A 
programme or aerial photography. funded by the Na tional Park, has been ca rried out. 

Plm111ing for the survey of the casrern part of the Park commenced. and fieldwork 
concentrated on Porlock Allotment and the Dunkcry area. Large scale su rveys completed 
included Bury Castle. the Sweetwonhy hillslope enclosure. Hagley deserted sculemcn t and 
the. iron-working site in Homer Wood. 

Completed reports and plans arc avuilable f'o r ptiblic consultation in the NM RC. Kemble 
Drive. Swindon, SN2 2GZ. 

(Hazel Riley a11d Robert Wi lson-Nort h) 

Th<' Slwp11·ick Projac1 
The mulLi-disciplinary project based on the parish of Shapwick which began in 1988 and is 
envisaged to run until 1998 or 1999. was continued in 1996. 

Ficldwalking continued with a further eighteen fields being \\'alkcd and another live being 
reworked. Work took place iu the .iutumn as before but also in the spring with land prepared 
for maize sowing. 

A further programme of sampling in gardens in the vi llage was undertaken. This work 
which seemed inconseq uential initially has proved to be very useful with analysis of the linds 
by Chris Gerrard suggesting sca11ers of I0t h-century pottery all over the village area but with 
12th- 13th ecn1ury pot nnly found in the centre oft he village. Very li11le late medieval pottery 
is represented sugge~ting a change in rubbish disposal methods. 

E.,tensive areas or the former village and a round the manor house of the abbots or 
Glastonhury were subject to resistivity survey in .July 1996. This revealed in great detail 
former streets. crofts and houses together with t~,1rriagcways in the post-medieval park and 
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the outline of the great medieval barn shown on the print by Bonner in 1791 but demolished 
by 1839 - even the buu rcsses of its walls were clear! Other work was carried 0 111 at the site of 
Sludwick, u field north of the village. 

Much time was spent in taking and analysi ng soi l samples fo r phosphates ,1ncl their heavy 
mct,d content (A ndrew Jackson and Mike Martin. University or Bristol). The results from 
the field with the si te of the church demonstrate clearly that known archaeological fe.11t1res 
a re re0cctcd in concentrations of phosphates and certa in heavy metals particularly lead. zinc 
,and cadmium. Elsewhere over the Roman site at Abchester for example similar results have 
been obtained from heavy metals. This gives us the confidence 10 expect that other 
concentrations of heavy mewls in the soil may in<l ica tc sites which arc not clearly 
represented by archaeological material. This is the case with the field called Sladwick where 
com:entrntions of heu vy metals can he shown 10 correla te wi1h geophysica l anomalies anti 
where previously unsuspectcd archaeology hus now been demonstrated (see below). 

Excavations were curried out in July 1996 at a number or locations in and around the village 
ofShapwick with students from King Alfrcd·s College. Winchester. the University of Bristol and 
a local community archaeology group. all under the overall di rect ion of Chris Gerrard. 

Within the village near the church. further work adjacent to the 1995 excavation produced 
evidence of a post-hole building of the 10th century ,aligned on the present st reet pal tern. 
Near the nu111or house. excavations in the urea where !0th-century fea tures had been no1ed 
a longside 1he Wessex Water pipeline fa iled to loc.m, early buildings but <li<l dcmonstra tc th<11 
again boundaries were curly in that area. 

(Chris Gerrard. Phil Marter mu/ Richard McConnell) 

An excavation over the gcophysicul and soil anomalies al Siad wick located three sides of a 
bL1ilding constructed in Romano-British fashion. A limited collection of Roman pottery 
sherds was recovered. Tht: relative paucity of linds al the site may indica te a non-domestic 
use or the cl ispos.i! or ruhbish elsewhere. The placcnamc clement ·wick' should indicate a 
habitation site. recognised by the Sa.xons bu t no direct evidence was fo und for the site's 
cont.inuing use after the Roman period. 

(Chris Webster) 

All o r the processing of finds from the fi eld walking and from the excavations since 1993 
takes place a t Ki ng Alfred's College, Winchester, under the direction of Chris Gerrard. After 
a great dea l of analysis very interesting results arc now emerging about the finds from the 
ficldwalking: these arc reported in Repon 6. Most of the material on the excavations fro m 
1993 to 1995 will be in Report 7. 

Further fi cldwalking will be carried out as fields arc ploughed. especia lly fo r spring sown 
maize. Soil sumpling. shovel-pitting and test pitting in the vi llage will continue to be carried 
out us opportunities a rise in order to characterise uny evidence for pre-Conquest sett lements. 

Further research will be conccn1ra1cd on soil sampling and geophysical survey over likely 
sites especially the site al Henry (-enworthy) in the west of the µa1i sh. Further selective 
excavation will take place over these areas together wi1b other work in the fields. which may 
pro,·c lo be based on a Romano- British system, and a round the former church site. as a 
result of the geoph)'Sical survey carried out in early 1995 by English Heritage. 

Much more research is needed on aspects of the post medieval documentation for the 
parish. particu!.tr!y for the 17th and 18th centuries 10 help explain the rich ardwcology of 
the manor u.reu and the demise of the medieval field system. 

Plans a rc now in hand for the writiug up and publication of the ten years work in the 
parish. At present several volumes arc envisaged including the data. the methodology. the 
full account or how we think people have lived and worked in tbc parish over ten millennia 
an<l a popular booklet. 
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Meanwhile Sh:1pwick Reports 3. 5 und 6 arc a,·ailablc al ( 10 each plus postage. 7 is in 
press and 8 is in active preparation. The fu ll report of the buildings in the parish by members 
of the Somerset Vernacular Building Research Group. is also now available at £7.50 plus 
postage. tr )'(') ll would like to n:ccivc a ny of these or to be p11t on the mailing list please send a 
cheque and your name and address to Professor Mick Aston. Department of Continuing 
Education. University of B,istol. 8- l0 Berkeley Square. Clifton. Bristol BSS I FIH . 

(M . Aston) 

IValtm, b_1·-pass. propo.1·ctl 1uw1hem r11111,• 
Following an initial archaeological assessment of the northern route option of the prorosed 
A39 Walton by-pass bc1ween Street and Ashcoll hy Somerset County Council the likely 
impacts on five known or poten1ial archaeological sites were identifi ed. A field visi1 to one of 
these potential si1cs showed that it had been extensively d isturbed by quarrying und so 
limited fi eld evaluation. using machine-excavated trenches. was underta ken hy AC 
Archaeology at the remaining four sites. 
SMR site 26014: no further fi nds were made at the findspol of two nint flHkes. 
Sivl R sites 12383. 25478: investigation of soi l ma rks visi ble on aeria l pho1ogrnphs 
demonstrated them 10 be ins11bstan1ial line:1r depn.-ssions, and part of a larger network of 
such features. Although Lllldatcd. the features arc considered li kely 10 he of compa ratively 
recen t d,!le aml probably related 10 surface drainage. 
SM R site 25479: soilnuirks and field name evidence had suggested the po!:.sibility o f an early 
(pre-conq uest) medieva l defended enclosure. Eva lu,11ion trenching fo iled 10 prod uce an 
explanation for the soil marks. which may be geological in o rigin . and nor was a ny density of 
finds indicative of settlement or o ther activities recovered. A single boundary d itch was 
located and excuva1cd. this produced very few linds. but these d id include a liddle-hradcd 
ho rseshoe nail o f probable early medieval date. 

(John Hawkes mu/ J ulian Cotton) 

MULTI PERIOD 

l3ridgww£'r, Pe111'/ Orlieu ST2Y5Y 369-1 
An archaeological eva luation and wa tching brief were carried out by Exeter A rchaeology at 
Nos 1-7 Pcnel Orlieu on beha lf of Knapp Construction Ltd. The site is loc:ucd just inside 1he 
West Gute of the medieval borough and in the 18th century it comprised u si ngle property 
uni t wi th u c.30m wide frontage. Evidence for the medieval fo rm of the plot was very spr.rsc. 
mainly due to subsequent deep ground disturbance. Pottery of lntc l3th- or early l4th­
ccntury date was recovered from pits :11 the rear. There was. however. ample a rchaeological 
evidence for the subsequent sub-d ivision of the property into fo ur 1encmen1s in the 19th 
century. 

(P.J. Weddell) 

Stoke-.wb-Namdon , 11am Hill. ST 478 11727 
Archaeological monitoring of the stripping of topsoil and of remova l of stone rubble baeklill 
from an old quarry area a l Richard England Quarry. Ham Hill (Hamdan Hill) was carried 
out on beh:ilf o r Richard England (UK) Lid. in accorchmcc with cond itions of the scheduled 
monument consent grunted fo r the quarry operations. The backfilled stone rubble was 
identified as w.ts1e stone from the I 9th-ccntury production of Hamstonc roof tiles. Flint and 
chert or Neolithic/ Ea rly Bronze Age date. Iron Age a nd Roma n po 11ery. and a small 
quantity of slingstoncs were recovered from topsoil. 

(L. and R. 1-\d kins) 
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Tm1111011 Tmrn Ce111re, ST227245 
Archaeological monitoring of the Taunton Town Centre Enhancement Scheme was 
undertaken by Exeter 1\rchaeology on behalf o r Taunton Deane Borough Council. The 
rroject involved observation and recording, where appropriate, ol" a ll ground disturbance. 
with limited ronnal excavation within areas containing signilicant archaeological remains. 
The a rea or the Enhancement Scheme extended south from the Tone Bridge the entire length 
of North Street. taking in Fore Street around the Market House. and included the Parade 
triangle north of the Market House. The development area also extended west into 
Corporation Street and to the cast along Fore Street. Excavation works for Lhe 
Enhancement Scheme involved the reduci ion of ground level 10 a maximum derth o r 
about 1.20111 within the area definc<l by a new road layout and a maximum depth or 0.40111 
within the areas defined by a new pavement layout. The level of survival of archaeological 
deposits and features varied greatly within the area affected by the development. .In many 
cases deposits were: obscrvcd in section only and these consisted of cxtenml su rfaces or road 
make-up. 

In North Street. <lirectly south of the Tone Bridge. deep e,xcavations to the level o f the new 
road revealed the remains of the 19th-century street frontage and a relatively small area of 
rost-medieval cobbles. Within the remainder of North Street no structures were located and 
archaeological deposits were limited to the western side of the road. These consisted or 
successive make-up an<l su,-raccs associated with the road. They overlay a post-medieval 
surface which was located within a service trench at a depth of 1.30111. implying potentially 
good preservation of earlier deposits. 

The main area or archaeo logic,rl interest lay within the vicinity of the Parade triangle and 
Fore Street. the site or the medieval and later ma rket place. Deeper excavations for 
construction works revealed the remains or a 19th-ccnlllry building within CorporaLion 
Street and a post-medieval surface to the west o f the Parade triangle. Several truncated 
medieval pits containing large po11ery groups were also located north and wcst of' the 
triangle. Within this area 1nore intensive hand excavation revealed substantial remains o r 
several post-mcdicv,il inns. together with associated cohbled surfaces and the Fore Street 
frontage to the west. A good level of preservation of pos1-mcdiel'al features was 
encountered. with most wall~ surviving above the level or foundation. To the west of the 
Parade triangle a series o r extensi ve cobbled surfaces associa ted with the post medieval 
market place were located together with earlier rubbisb pits and post holes. The post­
medieval surfaces were also identified to the cast of' the Market House together with a water 
con cl ui t of I 7t h- or I 8th-ccn t ury date. 

The total quamity of pollcry recovered from both the monitoring or construction 
work and rormal excavation was 8.3 kg. This f'ell broadl}' into two main periods: 13/14t h 
and 17/ 18th centuries. The majority or the medieval pouery was recovered from the 
infill of the rubbish pits and dates from Lhc mid-13th to the mid- 14th centuries. Residual 
materia l in the form or local unglazed chert and calc;r reous tempered cooking pot fobrics, 
which can be dated to the 12th century. were a lso retrieved. One coarseware sherd 
with applied cl;ry strips ana logous to material from Castle Neroche is the first known 
example of' this fabric to be found in Taunton. The post-medieval phase produced a 
greater variety o r artefacts bro.idly datable from the middle of the 17th to the mid to 
late 18th centuries although the majority of pottery was of typical sout h Somerset 
type. Other artcl'acts of this period included stamped clay tobacco pipe bowls of 
Taunt on nrnnufac:ture. (l,1te I 7th/early 18th century), vessel and boule glass (a /apm de 
l'e11ise vessel fragment .rnd a virtually complete apothecary bott le) and fragments of a 
leather shoe. 

(A .J. Sage and P.J . Weddell) 
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PREH ISTORIC 

Clwrfrc111 Horerhonw. Sig,rells ST 640235 
The completion of geophysical surveys by gradiomcter and (nwre limited in scope) resistivity 
meter, involving a 17 ha. field on the r lateau above the Inferior Oolite scarp 2 km south e.ist 
of Cadbury Cast le, permits an interim interpretation of the results. The q twlity or data 
obtained by these surwys is quite exceptional and a palimpsest or human activity spanning 
scvcrul millcnnin is revealed on this hilhor1

• The earliest feattu·es arc the remains or three 
Early Bronze Age round barrows st ill visible as upstanding earthworks. although the survey 
has additionally revealed the positions or their infi lled surrounding d itches. No other 
identifiable contemporary fea t u.rcs a rc evident. a lthough excavation suggests that others arc 
present2

• An earlier r,hasc of Neolithic activity. indicated by prolific nint assemblages 
recovered in complementary r1eldwalking. has no obvious reflection in the survey data. La ter 
prehistoric activity is rcrrescnted by Late Bronze Age clay weapon moulds and a 
loomweight from cxcavations1

. and what may he Iron f\gc structures revea led by the 
survey. The latter include two D-shared enclosures, a few circular or penannular features 
marking poten1ial house sites. and possibly other linea r features. The most extensive and 
dramatic remains relate 10 Ro111ano- Rri1ish act ivi1y in the locality. evidence for wh ich is 
supported by excavation a nd locally dense concentrations of arlefacts recovered by 
fi eldwalkingJ·3• Two principal phases c;in be recognised, the earlier defined by a set of 
enclosure boundaries, trackways and possible scat tered building compounds, r, robably 
o riginuting towards the encl of the first century AD. A second major rhasc involved a more 
extensive and organised layout of houndarics ,1nd compounds on a different alignment. 
possibly during 1hc third century. Several stone-founded buildings arc associa ted with this 
phase, ll'hieh may. by then, represent a somewhat dispersed village settlement with 
associated compounds and field systems. persisting through the fourth century. Al lenst one 
irregular enclosure to the south cast appea rs to be imposed upon the later Roman layou1 and 
could be or post-Roman <late. as are occasional faint traces of ridge ,111d furrow cu1Liva1 ion. 
t-.foch of this interpretation is provisional. its confirmation or modir.cation dependant 
upon the fu rther contribution of stra tigraphic and dating infonna1ion. A sampling 
programme involving shovel pitting and small-scale trenching to explore key localities and 
relationships, will be the next objective here. as a cont inuing clement of the South Cadbury 
Environs Project. 

A more detailed and illustrated interim report for 1996 is available from the Field 
Archaeology Unit, University of Binningham or the South Eas1 Somerset Archaeological 
Society'. For a summary oflhe project objectives overall and results obtRined in 1995 see last 

• 0 ycar·s report-. 

Leach. P. and Tabor. R. 1996 Tlw Sm11!, Cad/Jury Clll'ircm.1· PrnJ<'CI , Fil'ldwor/.: lfo11orr /996. 
llirmingh,u11 Uniwrsi1y f'ickl Archm.:ology Unit Report no. 457. 

2 Leach. I'. an<l Tabor. R. 1994 Tim S0111/i C111/lmry E11riro11., Projl'cl. rit•ldwork R1•por1 /99.J. 
Birmingham U11i\'crsi1y Field Arch;1eology Unit Report 110. 327. 

3 Lench. P. and Tabor, R. 1996 'The SOL11h Cadbury Environs Projt:ct.' SANN 139. 47-57. 

(P. Leach) 

Ki11g.w/011 Resenoir sire. ST 511 267 
An archaeological cvalmit ion of this proposed reservoir site was carried out by AC 
Archaeology in 1996 and comprised the excavation and recording of two machine-dug 
trenches and a visual inspecLion of the existing reservoir area. Previous finds of Roman date 
were reported from the area (SM R site 541 13), but the exact provenance ,rnd nature of these 
finds are uncer1t1in. The evaluation produced limited archaeological evidence in the fo rm or 
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a rock-filled d itch wi1ho u1 any artefactua l evidence a nd a sma ll pit coniaining hurnt bone 
and ~ix ~herds of possible Bronz,· Age pottery. 

(Julian Cotton) 

Glo.rtcmhury , lfock ery . Proposed Gat£•11·a.r Centre. ST 486385 
Twenty-five test pits were excavated 10 ev,1!11aH: an area proposed for a lake associated with 
the potential Avalon 2000 Gateway Centre. The pits revealed a sequence or naturally fo rmed 
clays. peats. a nd detrital muds. One pit nearest to the edge or Lhe moor revealed mollusc rich 
peat deposits interleuvc.-d with cluy lensc.-s. T hese may be deposits created by a wa1erbody 
which was the prehisto ric equivalent of the medieval River Brue. No arclmcological features 
were encountered with the exception or two recent drainage cha nnels a nd an intcnnitten t 
layer of bone. pottery. slag. sla te and charcoal thought to represent ISth-cent ury manuring 
episodes. Ha If a ea rved shale bn,cclet provision.lily da tcd to the Iron Age was rc.-covered . but 
no associated struc1ures were encoun 1ercd. 

( Richard Brunning) 

Mearc: Loke Vil/11ge. Mc11rc. ST 446421 
A geophysical survey or Meare Vill.1ge East was ca rried 0 11 1. for Somerset. County Council by 
Geophysical Surveys of Bradford , A suite of techniques was u.sed but resis1ivity proved to be 
the most effective method of defini ng the habitation areas and the position of fo rmer 
cxca\'ation trenches. 

(Richard Brunning) 

Skinners W ood Trn,·kiray. S !,op1,·ick /-/eat!, , ST 41440 I 
T imbers forming part of this trnckway that had been excavated by Colin Clements in the 1970s 
were rcsamplcd for tree-ring dating. One oak plunk that had been reused in the stnu.:ture was 
intact up to the bark edge and has now produced a felling date of the winter o f 983 BC or early 
spring of 981 BC. Another oak plank is likely to h;ivc been f'clled •• fow years af'ter this date. 

(Richard Brunning) 

Slwpll'ick Nea th , S 11'(:et Trad::. ST 413406 
An English Heritage fLmded project was carried o u1 to test the performa nce or the wa ter 
management system that is being used to preserve the 500111 stretch of this Neolithic trackway in 
Shapwick Heath National Nature Reserve. Four small trenches were ,;xca vutcd and samples of 
the limbers and environmenta l remains were taken to determine their state of pr1:.-sc:rva tio11. 
Subsequent a nalysis showed that although the wood was in a very poor state of preserva tion this 
decay had probably occurred in t.he Neolithic period a nd that the trackway was now in a stable 
condition due 10 the permanently high water table achieved by the active management sys1cm. 

Sh<'/1/0n J\lallN. Ca1111ards Grare. ST 624411 
Sec u nckr R Oi'vl AN. 

Somerset Ll' l'e/.,· - tree-ri11g tla1i11g ( demlrod11·0110/og.r) 

(Rich,1rd Brunn ing) 

f\ s a result of the numerous bog oak sa mple~ retrieved from the construction of Glastonbury 
Relief Road the tree-ring chronology for Somerset has been extended back to .:1769 BC. The 
Glastonbury hog oaks. more recent samples from Shapwick and Wcsthay. and three other 
hog oaks previously sampled by the Somerset Levels Project ha ve a ll now been dated 10 the 
later half o f the fifth millen nium BC. The absence of sapwood on a ny of 1he samples means 
that the exact da1es of death can not be determined. 

( Richard Brunning) 
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S1111r,11 Mo111is . Milsoms Comer ST (i23250 
Investigation by means of uni versity training excavations was continued from 1995. on the 
extensive prehistoric sett lement site below the South West Gate of Cadbury Cast le. The 
precise nuture and relationship of this site to the neighbouring hillfort is still unclear, but 
further structural elements were revealed and a fuller picture of its chronology and ceramic 
!-equcnce obtained. The site lies on a spur and is characterised by the presence of extensive 
hillwash deposits. although moderate 10 severe agricultural erosion affects 1he spur crest. On 
ci1hcr side the deposit sequences are bc!ler preserved. ulthough the character of the hillwash 
it self is frequently a hindrance to the definition of archaeological horizons or fea tures. Little 
more of the e.irtiest phase - part of an Early Bronze Age enclosure - was revealed. alt hough 
some contemporary fea tures appe:1r to survive within it.. Most or the renwins thereafter 
demonstrate a sequem:e of events and structures on the site which equate closely wi1h phases 
of Early. Middle and L11e Iron Age activity on 1hc hil lron. renected in the now subswntial 
pouery assemblage. TI1e struc1ural sequences now being revealed are represented by linear 
post hole scuings or ditches, post holes and gullies for several circular and possibly 
rectilinear buildings. but as yet there arc no storage or rubbish pits. Notuble discoveries this 
scason were several deliberate deposi ts. often in shallow pits or post holes. incorporating 
burnt stone accumulations. large ponions of po11ery ve.ssels. daub. animal h()ne. c1nd in nne 
instance c1n infant burial - together or in different combinations: and the location ofa stone 
rubble bank which appears 10 have revetted the souther□ bounda ry to the site. 

At least two run her seasons or excavation arc planned here, but in the meantime the sitc·s 
wider context is being explored by means of extensive geophysica l survey, licldwalking and 
tcst pitting: a programme which it is hoped will eventually encompass fully the immediate 
environs or Cadbury Castle. Over 6ha of the greater Milsorns Corner field have now been 
surveyed by lluxgme gradiometer. whose effectiveness in an essentially clay soil environment 
is now more 1han adequately demonstrated. Substantial linea r boundaries which define 
cncl<>surcs pre-dating the present or recently modified fi eld layout. and some smaller 
enclosures or potential structural remains, h.ive already been identified. The results are 
complemented in pan by previous lieldwalking data. and with 1he completion of the survey 
programme a f"ullcr interprciation should be possible. 

The geophysical survey prog.ramme was extended further cast around the hillfort towards 
South Cud bury villugc 10 include a field known as Home Ground (ST 629255). Results here 
have yet t<) be analysed in dew ii and nre so far unsupported by other survey duta. However, 
small rectilinear enclosures alongside Folly Lane to the north suggest a former medieval 
extcnsi()n of the village here. while other apparently unrelat.ed and possibly earlier enclosures 
and a track are less distinctly visible further west. 

A more detailed and illustrated imerim report for 1966 is available from the Field 
Archaeology Unit. University of Birmingham or the South East Somerset Archaeologica l 
Society1

• For a summary of the project objectives overnll and results obtained in 1995 see lasl . , 
years report·. 

Leach. r . and Tabor. R. 19% Tlw S{)/1/h C11d/111ry E111'ir1111.1· l'r<ii<'<'I. Fieldwork Report 1996. 
Birminghum University Field 1\ rchacology Unit Report no. 457. 

'.! Leach. P. a nd Ta bor. R. 1996 ·The S0111h Cadhury En\'iro11s Projcc1' . SANH 139. 47- 57. 
(P. Leach) 

ROMAN 

Ro111a11 .wilt-making 11111wull-, l·fllntspi/1 Rfrer. ST 366431-345436 
A survey of Roman salt-making mounds visible in 1he banks of the Huntspill River revealed 
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that of the 2 1 sites noted by the Bridgwater and District Archaeology Society in the I 960s 
only four now remained in any fo rm. Two new large sites had become uncovered since that 
time. At least live metres has eroded fro m each bank ~ince the cutting of the river in the 
1940s. The salt mounds appear 10 erode faster due 10 their unconsolidated nature, one 
mound loosing 40cm to the river over a twelve momh period. Work to halt the erosion and 
study the mounds is due 10 begin in early 1997. 

(Richard Brunning am/ Jan Grove) 

llclu.:ster. Waggo11 l·f1111se. If/est Street. ST 52112249 
Plans to build an extension lo the Waggon Hou~c necessitated an evaluation prior 10 the 
gran ting of Scheduled l\1lonument Consent. Two test pits were hand dug 10 a depth or Im; 
no significant archaeological strata were revealed, all being relat ively recent made ground. 
The fu ll report has been placed with the SM R. 

The area of the evaluat ion was some 20m cast of the garden frontage onto West Street, 
which here is the course of Lhc Fos,e Way. and immedi.1tely south of the shift in the line of 
the ~Lreel which may mark the posi tion of the gateway through the southern defences or the 
Romano- British town. It is possible that Lhe old brick garden wa ll which forms the northern 
boundary of the site is on the line of the town wall. 

(Al,111 Graham) 

/lc:/1esrer. Former Cheese Fac,01)' Si1e. Free Street, ST 52302265 
Following an evaluation in 1995 and the identification o r i11 situ archaeological remains on 
the site. an agreement was reached between the site developer and the local planning 
authority 10 modify the design of building foundations to minimise d isturbance to mcdiev.t l 
a nd Romano-British deposi ts. A watching brief was conducted by AC Archaeology 
throughout the devdopment of this site and provided evidence that no disturbance 10 
archaeological remains had occurred. 

(Peter Cox) 

Slwpw11 ,\/a/11'1, Field Form ST 623430 
An excavation and watching brief in July by the Universi ty of Birmingham, in advance or a 
major housing development, invo lved part of ;1 prehistoric settlement idemitied in a prel'ious 
archaeo logical evaluation. Clearance or almost 350 sq. 111 in a paswre licld immed iately 
nonh of the farm revealed part of a late prehistoric, sub-circular enclosure a l least 60111 
across. defined by a rock-cut ditch and with a n entrance 10 the west. Internally. only a few 
post-hole feat ures and pits had survived more recent medieval and laicr agricultural activi ty 
in the area examined. Some of these were cut through by the enclosure a nd contained pouery 
of Late Bronze/ Early Iron Age character. suggesting an earlier phase of occupation. One 
iso lated feature of ·Roman date was a small. circul,1r rock-cut oven. 

(P. Leach) 

Shepro11 Ma/let. Fosse Lone ST 63 1417 
A further major programme of area excavation involving pans of the Romano-British 
roadside settlement beside the Fosse Way lit Charlton. was undertaken by the University o f 
Birminghum in Autumn 1996. Areas totalling almost 0.8 of a hectare were examined in 
advance of a Tesco superma rket development on the east side of Fosse Lane and immediutely 10 
the north or the area excavated in 1990 . ln f'o nm1tio11 obtained through previous site el'aluaLion 
surveys contributed to a building design which has otherwise enabled up to 50% of the area ·s 
known archaeology to be preserved within the development as a whole. 

Mechanical removal of topsoil from a reas d irectly affected by dcvclopme111 was followed 
by munual cleaning a nd the clclinition ofa wide range of a rchaeological feat ures. These were 
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recorded prim,Hily by complete vertical photogrn phic coverage or the cleared areas. fo llowed 
by selective sampling excavation a nd recording of as wide a range of structures a nd deposits 
as could be accomr,lishecl in the rrogrammed timetable available. As was the case in 1990. 
the areu investiga ted lay tu the rear or the Fosse \Vay road frontage. which was 11 0 1 seen 
(Fig. 3). The principal elements identified included a t least six stone-fou nded buildings and a 
similar number of suspected timber-framed structures, the majority o riented aprroximately 
no rth-south and fo unded at various dates between the second a nd fourth centuries. In the 
no rthern ha lf of the si te a long csrablisheci street sequence spanning a similar period 
cx1ended cast from 1he Fosse \,\/11y. persisting as a majo r feature within this part of the 
set tlement. On a similar a lignment. a series of boundaries defined elongated compounds laid 
out at roughly 90 degrees to the Fosse Wny and which were themselves sub-di vided in places 
by cross boundaries. Most of these boundaries appear 10 have o rigina ted as d itches with a 
low bank. though many were btcr redefined by stone wa lls. The largest north-south 
bou ndary ditch may have defi ned the eastern limit o f the sc11lement before its th ird and 
fourth-century expansion, and probably acted for a time as a wa tercourse. Along with the 
remains of rectilinear buildings. other structures co111a inecl within the rnmrounds included 
heart hs and ovens. drains. wells or cist(.!mS, pits. and occasional buria ls. Most of the lauer 
were imrmluccd late in the history of the sett lement. proba bly in the fift h or sixth centuries. 
Accompanying these remains were numerous linds. including la rge quanti1ies or po11cry. 
animal bone, coins, glass, mcwlwork, stone and bone implements. etc. 

Overall. these discoveries cornp11rc closely in character with those made in 1990. 
a nd elsewhere withi n the environs 1)f this seulement subseq uently. The picture nf a 
small Roma no-British roadside town which fl ourished alongside 1hc Fosse Way between 
the end of the lirst century AD through into the 5th century and probably beyond, is 
confirmed by these excava1ions. Many o r the questions posed by results obtained in 1990 
and since have been addressed by tJ1 is la tes1 work. and fuller analysis of the results should 
consider<1bly enhance our undcrswnding of the o rigin. runctions a nd history of the Fosse 
Lane scttlcmcnl. 

I Leach. P. 199 1 ·The Roman si te at Fosse l.anc. Shcpton 1\-lalle t·. SAN/I 134. -17-55. 

(P. Leach) 

South Cadbury, Ca.1·1/i• Farm ST 632254 
An excavation a nd watching brier was the requirement of a PPG 16 planning condition 
authorising 1hc erection of a u agricultural build ing in the ra rm yard. This necessi tated the 
e.xcav.ition and recording or a series or r i1s for swnchion ~upports and some intervening 
floor areas 10 be affected by levelling, and was undertaken as an adjunct 10 tJ1e South 
Cadbury Environs Project under the auspices or the University of Birmingha m, with the 
assistance of s1udcn1s from the Universities of Glasgow and Liverpool and members of the 
South East Somerset Archacnlogical Society. The farm lies a t the fool of Cadbu ry Castle. 
opposite the access to its North East Gate and the si te of a Romano-Bri tish sc11 lcmcn1. 
discovered and partly investigated in 1966-7 (Saxon·s Hill) adjacent to South Cadbury 
parish church. 

T he monito ring and exca vation carried out in September/October 1996 revc,iled Romano­
British deposits of considerable depth surviving over much o r the development site. At the 
lowest levels portions of several di tches. some pits and pos1holes were recorded, prohably of 
late lirst o r early second century AD dale. These rcatures were scaled by deposits up to one 
metre deep, comprisi ng durnps of occupa tion soil, burnt ma terial. stone rubble and silts. 
Finds or po11ery and animal bone were prolific and suggest that much of this sequence 
accumulated as a midden du ring the second and third centuries. In the fou rth century at least 
two stone-built domestic ovens were set into the top of the midden deposi ts. associatell with 
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a cobbled surface. Later fourth cent ury deposits including further po11cry, animal bone. 
mewl work and a few coins. cominued 10 accum ulate here but were disturbed and somewhat 
truncated by mor·c recent use of the farmyard . Surface feat ures within an adjacent paddock 
suggest that the midden and other remains could cxtt·nd up 10 100111 further south. The range 
and quality of pollcry and o ther finds rcrovcrecl indicate Romano-British occupation of 
somt· status in the locality. These discoveries presumably represent a continuation of the site 
recorded nearby al Saxon·s Hill. part of a larger sett lement beneath th is end of the later 
mcdicl'al village and its church. 

A more detailed and illustrated interim report for 1996 is available from the Field 
Archaeolol.!Y Unit. Universi tv of Birmin!!ham or 1hc South Easl Somcrsc1 Archacolouieal 
Society'. F';;r a summary of tl;c projccl ob}ectives overall and resuhs obtained in 1995 se(Iast 
year"s rcpori 1

. 

L~ach. P. and Tabor. R. 1996 The Sowh Cadbury Em·inms Pn1iec1, Field,rork llep11n 1996. 
Birmingham Univcrsiiy Field Arcbacology Uni\ Report no. 457. 

2 Leach, P. a nd T.ibor. R. 1996 ··n1c South Cadbury Environs Project'. SAN/I 139. 47-57. 
(P. I.each) 

S1111011 Mall<•!, Lillie /311ckc1. ST 372369 
A wa1ching brief during the construction of a garage at Sutton Mallet revealed a small gully 
running roughly North-South c. 40cm wide and at leas! 20cm deep. It was filled with dark 
grey clay und probably rcprc~cnts an c:oension ofa Roman drainage gully ~ecn on the site in 
11 prior eva lumion. 

(Richard Brunning) 

Sm111rm 011 //1e Fosse, Doll'11.1·idl' Abbey, ST 659512 
Work continued on the excavation of a Roman building on the west side of the Fosse Way, 
direc1ed by Jane Lawes for the Camcrton Archaeologica l Society. A final season is planned 
for 1997. 

(R. A. Crnrt) 

MEDIEVAL 

Bmrdrip. Gmng<' Co11age STJ4053962 
An archaeological evaluation was undenakcn wi1hin the garden and adjacent orchard of 
Grange Collage near the centre or the village of Baw<lrip. Arclweological deposits in the 
garden suggested that the earliest phase of set tlement was or the 12th/ 13th cenwry. Two 
evaluation trenches in the orchard imme<lia1ely west of Grange Cottage revealed occupation 
deposi ts and fea1ures of the I01h/ l lth century 1hrough to the 13ih/ 14th century. Fcat.ures 
included boundary or drainage ditches and beam slots for wooden buildings. 

(C. all(/ N. Hollinrake) 

Carlw111p1011. Eas1lmr_r Farm, ST0! 1427 
The rull report on the archaeological evaluations around Eastbury Farm will be comple1cd 
in early 1997. It hns now been confirmed that 5 sherds of 6th-ccntury imported 
Mediterranean wares of amphora groups Bi and Bii were recovered from the site plus I 
shcrd or 6th/7t h century Gaulish ·E· ware; the latter is the only sherd of this group fot1 11d so 
far in Somcrse1. 
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Analysis of the iron slag is nea ring completion. This confi m1s that local ores were being 
smelted and worked i1110 billets. Carhumpton appea rs 10 be the only known iron working 
site of the post Roman/early medieval period west of the River Parrett. 

(C. am/ N. Hollinrake) 

Chard. Sifrer s,,.eet. ST32400854 
Evaluation by Wessex Archaeology adjacent to ihe Old White Horse Puhlic House located a 
sequence of walls. The earliest appeareu to be late medieva l and represent the line of the rea r 
of the ' borough'. The later walls appeared to belong 10 structures along Silver Street. Two 
further trenches in the car park to the rear of the pub showed deep. recent deposits relating 
10 the use of the site as a ca1tle market. 

(C.J. Webster) 

East Lyng, Ba/1111oor Wall, ST33629 I 
A watching brief was undertaken by Exeter Archaeology during investigative excavations by 
the Environment Agency on the alignment or the stone-faced earthwork known as Bal tmoor 
Wall. The wall is described in Ll1e Somerset Sites and Monuments Record as ·a bridge or 
causeway connecting Athelney aod the hurh of Lyng·. This featu re acted us a dam. 
preventing the flooding of the countryside 10 the south during the winter. Both faces of 1he 
wall had been reiuforced with stone revetting. Documentary sources suggest that this took 
place in two episodes. undertaken in the 17th and 19th centuries. The southern face of the 
wall was beneath later clumps of soil, which rein fo rced the earthwork. 
Excavations through the wall revealed the presence ofan early earth hank. some 1.75111 high 

and just under Sm wide at its base. A buried soil was sealed beneath the bank. Sherds of 
pottery recovered from just above the buried soil were dated to the 14/ 15th centuries and 
indicated a possible medieval date for the construction of the bank. In order to confi rm 
this date. samples from an underlying peat deposit were taken for the purposes or 
radioca rbon du ting. 

(S.J . Reed) 

East Pc111wrd. All Sai111s Church, ST 59653745 
The present church dates largely to the earlier 15th century, but the existing nave and aisles 
are known to have been a rebuilding and expansion of an earlier church. proba bly Norman. 
T he proposed renewal of the floor throughout the church therefore necessitated 
archaeological investigations prior to any potentially destructive building work. 

Three sub-noor a reas in the church were exposed: the north-west quarter of the nave. up 
10 the base of the tower; the norl11-eas1 quan er or the nave/cast end of the north a isle/north 
side of the chancel; and the south-east quarter of the nave, extending into the soutl, side 
or the chancel. The archaeological work consisted of the removal of the layer of timber 
debris and accumula ted dust in the sublloor voids, followed by the careful clean ing. using 
trowel and fine brush, of the revealed structures and archaeological deposits. No deposits 
were excavated: Lhe investigative cleaning alone reve,decl the nature and sequence or the 
extant layers. 

Significant archaeological deposits were revealed in a ll areas. The remains included parts 
of the foundations of the earlier medieval church. probably Norman: the sequence of lloor 
deposits within the nave and chancel of that Ch urch; the founda tions or the I 5th-cenlllry 
cl1tL11cel arch and arcades; and the post-medieval vaults of the Martin and Napier fam ilies. 
Generally, the archaeological deposits revealed were complex and well preserved. 

A full report on the work so far has been placed with the SM R. Further archaeological 
work will prob,-tbly be undertaken during the replacement or the lloors. though every 
attempt is 10 be made to minimise the disturbance of these well preserved strata. Once the 
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rcnooring is completed. a fuller account of the discoveries will be suhmi11cd for public.1tion 
in the Proceedings. 

(Alan Graham) 

Clas1<111b11ry. 2 Church Lane ST49953905 
An archaeological watching brief took place when 2. Church Lane was extended and partly 
rebuilt to provide a new church hall fo r St. John's church. The earliest feature was a burial 
which was sealed by I 2t h-cenlllry occupation deposits. T he buria l must have originally been 
wi thin the graveyard of the purish church whjcl1 lies immediately east of the si te. A few loose 
bones rcc.:ovcred from ground works during the ll'atching brief a lso proved to be human, 
thus supporting the belief that the original ex1em of the churchyurd extended further west 
than is shown on the earliest 19th-century maps of the town. A ditch examined in the 
~outhwest portion of the construction site and with a different orientation from the present, 
and presumably medieval. plot bound,uies, contained pottery dating from the 11 th-l 2th century 
TI1is ditch may represent an early propcny boundary or it migh1 be the original western boundary 
<)f' the churchyard. The di tch was not totuUy exatvatcd and its original cons1ruc1ion date is 1101 
cenain hut is likely to he lale-11 th centw·y at the latest. DeposiLS within the development site 
suggested tha1 occupation was established in the early to mid- 12th cent ury, a date which 
accords with previous urdrneological investigations in the centre of G lastonbury. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Cla.1·u111/u11~1•. 12 Bol'e Tm\'// ST50183902 
During the construction of a new bounchtry wall between numbers I O and 12 Bove Town u 
d itch sealed by post-medieval garden deposits was noted towards the rear or the back 
garden. The ditch wc1s running east-west down the slope of the hill and pottery recovered 
from the grey silts filling the rea1urc dates to the 12th and 13th centuries. The ditch may be a 
medieval property houndary and drainage ditch. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Nardi11g1011 J\la11derilli:. Plor Orc:lmrd. ST51091 177 
An archaeological excavation was carried out hy Southern Archaeological Services Ltd 
between IS March and 6 A.pril 1996. The site consisted of a pasture field, sloping downwards 
to the north and surrounded on three sides by a stream. 

Two trenches were excavated, natural cluy and brash were encouniered at between 0.52m 
and 0.68111 below the top of the topsoil. 

1-\ rectangular structt1rc 3.5m x 2.4 and 0.48m deep wi1h several post-pads and stakeholcs. 
over a pit was obscrl'cd. This was con nected by u channel 10 two pits. averaging I-I.Sm in 
size. Other pit and channel complexes were distributed across Trench 2, and severa l of the 
pits had stone-lined bottoms. This seems to be consistent with the theory that they arc 
concerned with an industria l or craft process tha t required both running and sti ll wa ter. 
and it may be that the structure was associated with the regula tion of the water supply. 
The nuturc of this cra fl or industry is not certain, though it seems probable that it may be 
nax or hemp processing. as nax stems were found in nn old pond in the garden of the 
bungalow north of the site. and 1here is a history of nax and hemp processing in the region. 
However, the exact fu nction or these pits remains unclear. The possibi li ty that they are 
associated with other crafts or industrie.s cannot be ruled out, as the environmental el' idencc 
is inconclusive. 

From the ini1ial po11ery scan the area appears 10 have been abandoned as an indust rial site 
some time after AD 1270 but before AD 1450. A large assemblage of pottery from this date. 
along with 01 her domestic/industrial rubbish. was recovered from many of the fea tures. It 
also seems likely tha t new rubbish pits were specially dug at this period. 
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A pat1ern of siakcholes, some containing Mediaeval coarscwares. and .i ring lea turc of 
uncertain d.itc were also observed. 

Early results from the environmental sampling indicate significant re-use of many of the fi.:aturcs. 
This is borne out by 1he evidence from bone analysis. which confirms re-use for the disposal of 
butchery debris. kitchen and plate waste. ll1c distribution of cereal grain5 across the site is 
markedly uneven. Further analysis mny reveal whether this is due 10 spatial factors (e.g. clustering 
near a structure). or temporal facwrs (e.g. changing use over time) or a combination of both. 

111iwy be tha t the activities carried out on the site ~tre related to the nearby Manor Fann 
but runhcr analysis is necess.iry before 1111.1I conclusions can be reached. 

( Ron Brading mu/ Pete Higgins) 

La11gpur1 . /-fa11gi11g Cltapel. ST 42332678 
The Hanging Chapel is located on the eastern edge of the medieval town. astride the ro.id 10 
Huish Episcopi. The excavations took place along the line of a propos,:d footpath around 
the north side of the late medieval arched gateway upon which the Hanging Chapel stands. 
The trench revealed the presence of a natliral sc,1rp sloping down to the east on the crest of 
which t.he base of a denuded clay bank was found, probably the late 9th- o r early I0tli­
century defensive bank around the east si<lc o f the town. East of the bank there was no clear 
evidence of a ditch; ra ther the natural scarp seemed to have been cu1 back nnd s1eepene<l. 
thus providing clay for the b.ink. The medieval gateway had been built across the line of the 
extant bank. which had been dug away fo r this purpose. Al least two periods of repair and 
underpi nning of the gateway wall were <1pparent. A quarry pit dug into the cast slope of the 
scarp, and a cesspi t dug into the bank dated 10 the early 19th century. The cesspit was 
scaled beneath the noor of the Fi re-engine house which was built against the north side of 
Lhc gateway structure towards the middle of the 19th century. removing yet more of the 
earlier. defensive bank. 

A report hus been deposi ted with the SM R and the site archive and artefacts at Taunton 
Ca~tle Museum. accession No. TTNCM 118/ 1996. 

(Alan Graham) 

Aiilhonw Porr. Sr .!0/11, 's Cf111rc:f1. ST 676185 
Observation during the repl.icement of 0oor slabs beneath the central tower recorded elements 
or the foundations of the sollth-west pier of the crossing and contemporary levelling deposits. 
The record has been placed with the records of the Parish and Diocese and u report in the SM R. 

(Alan Graha m) 

M11cl,e/11e_r. Alnumry Farm. ST 42752495 
Observation of a drain trench al the north east corner or the late medieval a lmonry of 
Muchclney Abbey recorded a substantial stone fo oting on the line of the bui ld ing·s cast wa ll. 
This showed that the build ing had originally extended further 10 the north. its present north 
gable wall being a rebuild following a partia l demolition. The observation of trenches further 
to the north and cast revealed no a rchaeological remains. though an area of riverine clay was 
exposed. presumably filling a hollow in the underlying Lias clay s1ru1a on this. the western 
edge of the isle of M uchclney. A report has been deposited with the SiVI R. 

(A lan Graham) 

Nerlu·r SIO\\'er. Cast/(' lli/1, STI SSJ9G 
A watching brief. undertaken by RA Broomhead. during the construction of a house close 10 

Stowey Castle located a roadside ditch containing medieval and post-medieval po11ery. No 
ot her lelllures were noticed on the site. 

(C.J. Webster) 
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S/l(lp1rick. Lmm Form. ST417380 
An urchucological watchi ng brief on a paddock immediately west o r Lawn Farm within the 
village of Shapwick produced large quamities of medieval pottery and a few feutures of the 
medieval and post-medieval period. Comrolled field walking. identified areas or lute-Saxon. 
medieval and post-medieval occupation. the la1ter including the site or the I 7th- 18th cc111ury village 
poor house. The rntio of late-Saxon 10 medieval pouery sherds was similm to recent exc-c1vmions iri 
the northern part of the village dire1:ted by Dr Chris Gerrard suggesting that there was little 
dillcrence in the date in which the various pans or this pla nned settlement were first bccupicd. 

An archaeological eval uat ion was carried out on the site or Lawn Farm arter the form 
buildings were demolished prior to redevelopment. The archaeological horizons suggested 
that the ground had been severely truncated when the fo rm w,;s built in the first hulf of 1hc 
19th century. One archaeological feature investigated was an art ificial water channel 
containing three narrow lcats which was probably const ructed in the I0th/ 11 Lh century. This 
feature will be fu lly excavated prior 10 building works in early- I 997. 

T he a rchaeological works within the Lawn Farm area will be published in greater deta il in 
The seventh report of the Shapwick project (sec above). 

(C. 1111d N. Hollinrake) 

So111h Pe1/wrw11. h!fmm School. ST4326I 675 
A watching brief was undertaken when building works connected with an extension to South 
Pethcn on infant school, olT Hele Lane. d isturbed human burial,. The site lies immediately 
cast of the eastern boundary of the churchya rd of the pc1 rish church of St Peter and St Paul. 
One buri,11 was removed by the cont ractors as was part of a second burial. Po ttery within 
one of the grave fil ls suggested that bot h inhumations dated to the medieval period. The 
founda tion trenches o r the new building cul through a number o r medieval di1d 1es and pits 
from which rottcry dati ng from the 11th/ 12th century through to the 14th century was 
rcco1·ered. More work is expected in early 1997. 

(C. a11d N. Hollinrake) 

Te111pfccol/llu.-. ST 709222 
Members or the South East Somerset Archaeological and Historical Society (SESAS) took 
part in a n excuva tion in the vi llage of Templecombe. This involved house-building. with 
planning pem1ission g.ranted some time previously. within whut is now considered an 
archaeo logically st:nsitive area . /\ limi ted rescue dig had lo be mounted by the County 
Archaeologist in which AC Archaeology were asked to do what it could within the financi,il 
constrain ts applying. In these circumstances SEAS members were gratefully accepted as 
volunteers to conuuct the d ig in whatever time remained before houses were built on the site. 
Hillside Developments. the huilders_ were e.xtrernely cooperative and indeed helped with 
some i11vestiga1ion trenches in the later stages. However. 1hc results have to rcllect relative 
inexperience a nd limited time. 

The area had already been cleared of most of the top-soil 10 a depth of 3Q-40cm revealing 
irregular patches of rubble and some thoroughly disturbed areas where geotechnica I pits had 
been dug. Down one sick o r the site the top soil was undjst urbed beside an electricity pylon 
and this area reflected the previous use or the site as an engineering works. This side of the 
site was bounded by a well-built d ry stone wall. low on the side of the dig but up to 2m high 
towards the pasture land beyond. This seems excessive f'or 11 si mple agricult ural boundary 
and may possibly be :1 surviving monastic s1ructure_ 

Examination oft he cleaned area produced au encouraging quunti1y o f potsherds. many of 
which could be recognised as of 1he period of occupancy of Templecombe by the Knights 
Templar and later by the Hospirnllers- Order o r St John. All the potsherds have now been 
washed. marked and passed to Chris Gerrard a t Winchester fo r identification. 
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Cleaning of the site prod uced some concentrations of tumbled rubble and a few areas 
where stone appeared 10 be laid in some order suggesting walls or the edges of paths. Some 
areas of not very robus1 slabs suggested lloors but no coherent paucm could be demonstrated 
and pursuing the "walls" down to lower strata a lways showed that the lines or stones were 
laid on disturbed organic looking soil mixed with rubble or tumbled building stone. 

Two test pits did reveal more deeply placed lines of stones. Extension of these pits and 
fun her pits in line with the stones showed them 10 have been la id edge lo edge a long a length 
of about 20m. Only a single course of stone~ was found over most of this length and part of 
the length was ol'cr cul tivated soil. However. part of this line of possible wall foo tings was 
directly on the original natural subsoil and consisted of three courses of stones with sherds 
within and beneath which should provide a da te. 

These "wall footings" mninly lay beneath a linea r area of loose rubble which could have 
constituted the rubble core of a wall from which the belier building stone had been robbed. 
More interestingly. they a rc in line with a wall located by resist ivity and trail trenching 
during the invest iga tion by "The Time Team" in 1995. 

(M . Pallis1er) 

Wedmore. S t Mary 's Church, ST 43454793 
A fresh examination of the architectural history o l' the parish church for u new church guide 
brought out the close architectural connection!- between Wedmore and Wells. The dean of 
Wells owned Wcdmore and was patron of the parish church. and i1 would seem that much of 
I he workmanship of the sophistic..tted I 3th•century church which preceded the present 151h­
century building was probably carried out by Wells masons. 

The well-known soulh doorway at \:Vcclmore church - reset in a 15th-cen1ury w<1 II - is 
nanked by compound shufts with stiff-leaf capiwls exactly like those in the part of Wells 
C 11hedral nave that was built i11 the early 1200s. The present n:ive and aisles at Wcdmore 
were built in the 1400s: hut among the varied stone corbels supporting the roof are I wo :11 the 
west end of the south aisle " 'hich. unlike ull the rest, arc of blue Lias carved with naturalistic 
foliage. One has long. oak-type leaves and 1.hc other has ivy leaves with conspicuous long 
stems. Both. on e.xamination. prove 10 be fo rmer pillar c,1pi1als later reused as corbels. The 
collar around the pillar top is sLill visible. and surplus carvi ng has been crudely hacked away 
where the stone has been reset as a corbel. Both foliage carvings can be very closely ma1ched 
with the blue Lias capitals on the upper part of the Chapter House stai rs und in the Chapter 
House entry al Wells. which were built c.1270-1290. Not only do these reused fragments of 
the previous Wcdmorc church reinforce the close connection between Wedmore and Wells in 
the IJ1h century. but they ulso serve 10 suggest dclini1e dates al both the beginning and the 
end of the 1200s when Wed more church was being improved to the highest standards. 

(H. Hudson and F. Neale) 

/Ved111ore, M,ulgley , ST 451M569 
The medieval country esta te of the Dean of Wells at Muclgley. centred around his 
great house there. with its documented park. garden ,111d fishponds. would seem to have 
included a vineyard. While the vines may have disappeared by the Reformation. 1he name 
survived 10 appear in a 1558 survey as The Wynnardes: an orchard and backside of one acre of 
pasture. on the north side of a house and with a piece of ground called The Scrobette lying to 
the cast. 1 

The houses of M udgley lie along the hillside on the south side of the lane through the 
hamlet. The parish map and survey of 179 1 and I S2n2 pinpoint the site, on the north side of 
1he lane above the houses west or Mudgley House Farm. It was then divided into two small 
fields called \\linniards Orchard and Upper Orchard. with Scrubbett on its eas1ern side. Now 
one field again. it is still an orchard. The hi llside is extrcn,cly steep at this point. and the 
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broken ground might. in part. he the remains of badly eroded 1erraces. T his seems 10 be 1he 
only known written reference to a Deanery vi neyard al Wedrnore. 

SRO. D/0.SAS PR4632. 
2 SRO. D/ P/wcd 13/ I0/3/ and 13/ 10/ 17. 

(H . Hudson) 

POST-MEDIEVA L 

L1111gpurt. Lm,· Ha111. ST 432529 10 
The Royal Commission on the His1orica l Monllments of England (RCHME) has recently 
completed i1s survey of Low Ham. A I: 1000 scale survey of the ga rden earthworks south of 
1hc church has been complemen1ed hy an air photographic transc1i p1ion or an area of 
quarrying and ridge and furrow. A photographic record of 1he buildings has been made, us 
well as a brief architectural rcpor1. 

A full report and archive c1re available for public consultation at the NMRC. Kemble 
Drive, Swindon, SN2 2GZ. 

(R. Wilson-North) 

Sliep1011 Maffer. Darshiff ST60734390 - 60954389 
An archaeologica l recording exercise was unclenakt:n at the site of Middle Mill, Darshill, 
south west of Shepton Mallet. as a condit ion of a planning proposill 10 redevelop 1he mill and 
adjacent areas within 1he valley of the River Sheppey. 

Middle Mill was the last su rvivor of a t least four woollen mills established al Da rshill in 
the 171h/ 18th century. It became a silk mi ll in the 19th century and an apple mill in the 20th 
century. The mill build ings were demolished in the 1970s immediately before they were clue 
10 be listed as historic buildings. 

The earliest reference to a mill 31 Darshill (known then as Durkeshale) is from 1259. 
Two mills were recorded in 1he manor in Domesday Book although their locations were 
not specified. 

The surviving mill fea1ures comprise the shell of the main mill building with housing for 
one (and possibly two) mill wheel(s). a large mill pond, a system of lca1s and sluices and a 
191h-een1ury pumpi_ng engine. The area was recorded photographically with wri1ien aud 
measured descri ptions of all relevant fea1ures within the development zone including two 
ruinous I 71h-cen1ury collages. A possible earlier mill pond was also recorded casi of the 
present pond: this mighl well be a n:lic of the medieval mill. 

It is hoped that a more deta iled publication of the survey can be arranged wi th the 
Somerset Industrial Archaeology Society. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Stogumher, 1-/111/ Farm Ti1/ie 8am ST09823720 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out when an elect ricity cable trench was rou1ed 
through a I 7th-century barn n1111chcd to Hall Farm in the cen1re of the village of Stogumber. 
Hall Fam1 stands on what was once 1he capu1 of the rectorial manor of Stogumber. The 
Victoria Cou11 1y History has suggested thnt Stogumber church is the successor Lo an Anglo­
Saxon minster foundation serving a large area of the sout hern Brendons and western 
Quan lock Hills and 1hat the medieval parish of Stogumber was fo m1crly a part of an earlier 
and nwch larger estate. The documentary s1udy carried out as pan of the watching brief 
suggests that this earlier cstutc may have consis1ed of approximately 30 hides. 
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The medieva l rectorial estate is believed to contain the nudcus o r the o riginal minster 
endowment. The lands which were l"rce of the greater tithes were traced 0 11 the 1840 1.i1hc 
map. This showed that the various parcels were sca11ered evenly across the r,arish with 
groupings around each or the c.:c111rcs or the nine Domesday estates which comprised the 
I 9th-ce111ury parish. There were no signs of med ieval open tields or pla nned se11 lemen1s 
wi thin Stogumbcr. 

The w,Hching brief recorded :1 11u111bcr of post-medieva l fcmu rcs and fo undations 
associated with the barn. 

(C. a11d N. Hollinrake) 

Ta1111//)11, The ;l/0 11111 . .!clla/ahad Borrock.1·. ST 228??4 J 7 
Observation or fo undat ion trenches on the western pan of the si te, revealed the line of a 
large d itch. part o f the mediev,tl town defences. It had a steep ·v·-shapcd profile and was 
3.5m wide a nd 2.Jm deep. It appeared to have been deliberately bad..:lilled in the 18th 
century with find~ being of late I 7th- 10 mid I St h-ccntury date. Of some signitica nce was the 
recovery. from the upper d itch tills. o f debris from day tobacco pipe rn,1 nurac1urc. 
a pparently saggcrs in which the pipes were fired. T he eluy pipes recovered were all West 
Count ry types dating 10 the late 17th c.:en1ury. Of twenty bowl fragmen ts recovered. nineteen 
were stamped. identifying the 1m1kcr as Willia m Hun t. \\'ho r,roduced pipes in the Tau111on 
area from c.1670-16901. T he discovery of this debris could indicate tha t his cl.1y pipe 
rnanufactory was nearby. 

A full report on the observa tion~ has been deposited with the SM Ra nd the artefacts and 
a rchive a t Taunton Cast le fvluseum. ac<·cssion No. TTNC~'I 68/ 1996. 

t\tkinson, D. R. ·J.:ffry Hu111 pipe,·. Wi/1,;l,ire ,·lrc/111eC1iogirnl wul N111111·al 1/iswry J\lago; i11e, 66 
( 197 1 ). 156-61. 

(Peter Bellamy mu/ Alan Graham) 

Wes/ Brlf'klm11I. Ger/w.1·1m1e Almwr i\l ill. ST 1731 94 
During Februa ry 1996 SIAS undcnook a survey and pho1og-raphic record of the mill houses 
within a l6th-ce111 ury barn. the subject of a planning. application for conversion'. 
Subsequently the gearing shafting and pulleys together with the associated machinery 
which includes a frce-stunding grist mill. an oat erusher/ kibbler and a combined hench saw. 
pluner and router have hecn removed ror eventual display at Hcstercombe. The externa l 
wa terwheel of 1898. cast by Ford Brothers & Company of Wellington. remains in situ. 

Murless. 13.J. Gcrbcstonc M ano r Mill, H11/. SIAS. No. 71 (A pril 1996) 14-17. 
(Brian J. Murlcss) 

ll'l,i1elacking1011. St f\,Jar.(.1· Church. ST 379153 
Removal or the 19th-century pew plutform in the south part o r the nave and the sou1h aisle 
revealed two areas of earlier fl oors. One comprised finel y wrought hamstone sla bs. paving 
the narrow passageway between what were probably box pews along the south side of the 
aisle and west end of the aisle und nave. and the bench pews in the nmin body of the nave. 
The other wus a wider floor of Lias slabs laid across the aisle. leading into the nave from Lhe 
(now blocked) south door. A stone busc in this floor. adjacent 10 one of 1hc arcade pilh1rs. 
marked an earl ier position of ihe font, now in the nonh 1rnnsep1. A grave slab forming part 
o f one of the floors. recorded the death of John Maning in 1628. It is possible that the fl oors 
revealed were Lhe origina l fl oors of the l61h-ccntury aisle a nd nave. The records have been 
deposited with the Pa rish with a copy in the SM R. 

(A lan Grn ham) 
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INDUSTRIAL 

B11m/111111-011-S,•u. 3 1-/igh S1ree1. ST 305488 
Prior to ahcrations a l this former baker. the Somerset Industrial Arclrncological Society rt't.-c:ived 
permission lO record and remove a hand winch bea1ing the foundry mark E. MALLA RD 
ENGINEER BRIDG\~lATER. It is. :11 present. the only known survival of a product of this 
works. once located at Bmh Road. B1·idgwater (ST 308376) and probably dales l'rom c. I 900. 

(Brian J. 1'"1 urlcss) 

Gro11d Wc.\'lem Cmwl 
The Somerset section of" the Grand Western Canal, closed since 1865. remains as a 
pioneering example of canal engineering in this country. using lifts and inclines instead of the 
more conventional lock system. 

A Somerset Steering Committee of the GWC Trust was set up in 1994 with the following 
objectives. 
(a) To conserve and where po:,;sihlc restore the most significan t archucological sites along the 
canal and to improve public :icccss 10 thes<: site. 
(b) To rc-11·.11er sections of the canal where appropriate. 
During 1996 the overgrown aqueducts over d rive lo Nynchcacl Court and the River Tone 
were cleared of vegetation 10 allow measures surveys of the struc1 ures to be carried oul. 
Di~cu~sions have taken place with symp:11 hctic landowners to a llow clearance and possible 
rC-\\iatering or sui table sections. 

The owner of the Wcllisf'ord incline site has carried out his own excava tion of the lower 
pound or the incline and c.xposcd the drainage aclit of the ·hucke1 in the well" haulage system. 
Excavations at the Nynehead road bridge determined the line of the ca na l at this point and 
revealed other hriclge and canal fea tures including a large culvert approximately Im in 
d iameter built under the bridge when the ca na l was li lied in. 

A possible site fo r n dcmons1rntion/interprcta1ion centre is being investigated close to a 
section of the canal at present in water. 

Further plans include surveys of the huilcling, com plex a t Nynchead wharf and clearance 
of the adjacent Nynehead lir1. 1hc only one or the seven bui lt to retain any of its stone 
and ironwork. 

(Stan Farrer) 
OTH ER REPORTS 

Bafr1111shcll'o11gh. Church Lane. ST54 I 53495 
An Hrchaeological watching brief was carried out on a paddock near to the cen tre of the 
village of B,LI LC>nsborough. One prehistoric !lint t1ake and two sherds of mcdieYal pottery 
were recovered plus various sherds of post-medieval pollery and tile. No a rchaeologic.d 
fea tu res were seen and the paddock appea rs never to have been conta ined sc11lemen 1. 

(C. m11I N. Hollinra ke) 

Bm111111 Seymour woter 111ai11 impro1•e11w111 , ST 676293 area 
Archaeological monitoring was carried out in 1996 by AC Archaeology during the laying of 
new water mains by Wessex Water around Brauon Seymour. No archaeological deposits or 
linds were recorded. 

(John Hawkes) 

Cosllt' Cary. Di11111wr Lam((i/1 siw, ST6 l 3308 
An a rchaeological watching brief was carried out when a small 1icld sou1h of the present 
landfi ll si te was stripped of its topsoil prior to being incorporated into the landfill area. No 
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a rchaeological features o r finds were recovered from the fie ld which appea rs always 10 have 
been pasturc land. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Easl Harptree /0 Cl,ew/011 Mendip 1raIer 111ain. ST 584556-588526 
A review of e.xisting archaeological data. iogcther with field observations. was carried oul b~, 
AC Archaeology during 1he laying of this wa1er main by Bristol Water. and produced no 
evidence of significan1 a rchaeological finds. Small quan1i1ies of post-medieval and recent 
finds were recovered along with previously unrecorded boundary walls. a lynchet and other 
indis1inc1 earthworks. A full report has been lodged with the SMR. 

Exebritlge. De1•011 11.1 Wi111bleball Lake, SS 93502493 to SS 9745290 l 
An a rchaeological wu1ching brief' was carried out on behalf' of South West Wuter on a wa ter 
pipeline between Exebridgc in Devon aod Wimbleball Lake in Somerset. A few uns1ra1ified 
finds of post-medieval date und some prehistoric nints were recovered. 

(L. and R. Adkins) 

Exford warer main. SS 85253835-85653845 
Archaeological monitoring was carried out in 1996 by AC Archaeology during the laying of' 
;1 new water main between Church Hill and 1he west side of Exford Bridge. Exford. No 
a rchaeological deposi ts or finds were recorded. 

(J ulian Co1100) 

Ki11gsIun Si ;\,fary ro Thurlo.rnm W(l{el' main. ST 22802990-27603000 
A review of existing archaeological data. together with field observations, was carried oul by 
AC Archaet)log_y during the laying of this wa1er main. Limited evidence of prehistoric 
activity, in 1hc form or worked nint Oakes. wus fo und across much of the area, but no subsoil 
features could be identified related 10 a possible prehistoric enclosure recorded in the Sites 
uud Monuments Record (PRN 43 157). The site of a W\V2 crashed Hurricane fighter was 
iclea1ified on the edge of the pipeline work ing width, bu1 1101 fu rther investigated. A full 
report has been lodged with the SM R. 

(R.A. Broomhead) 

Paw/ell. Dow11 Dul ST33S54145 
A n archaeological wa tching brief was carried out when an old orchard front ing 01110 Down 
End Lane. immediately north of Down End 111011e and bailey castle, was stripped of i1s topsoil 
prior 10 development for building construction. No po11ery or artefacts earlier than Lhe 19th 
century were recovered and there were no archaeological features cut into lhc underlying clays. 

(C. and N. Hollinrake) 

Redly11cl1 ro Bruron 11•11Ier main, ST 737322-7473 14 
A review of existing archaeological data, together with field observations. was ca rried out by 
AC Arclweology during the laying of this water main in 1996. and produced no evidence or 
significant archaeological finds. Small quantities of prehisto ric nin1 !lakes. post-medieva l 
pottery and ti le were recovered. A full report has been lodged with the Somerset County 
Council Sites and Monuments Record, 

(Steven Robinson) 

Tm111ro11. Hor1.1· Form, ST 20672329 
An 1trehacological cvaluntion of an 1tre11 of land al Hons Farm. Come)'trowe Road. 
Taunton. was carried out on behalf o r Crest Homes (South West) Ltd. Three trenches. with a 
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total area of 107 square metres. were excavated. No archacolog:ical features were discovered. 
but a quantity or modern building debris was uncovered. This appears to have been used to 
fill a depression in the field within li ving memory. probably in the la te 1960s. 

(1.. 011d R Adkins) 

We/fi11grn11. S1rnins Lane ST135 196 
An archaeological wa tching hrief was undertaken during topsoil stripping prior to the 
construction or access roads off Swains Lane. The access was for ;1 new housing development 
comprising approximately 10 hectares between Oldway and Swai ns on the southern 
bound,1ry or the parish of Wellington. 

The wa tching brief recovered a numher of llint fl akes near to Swains Lane whilst Lransects 
o f the surrounding fields recovered a number of a braded medieval sherds. All areas 
produced quantities of post-medieva l pollcry and building debris. The flint s were 
concentrated near 10 a stream which may have provided a focus fo r settlement in the 
prehistoric period. The mc<l icvul pottery was heavily abraded a nd is probably connected 
with nrnnuring of medieval open ticlds. 

(C. and N. Hnllinrnke) 

Wells. Chamberloi11 S1ree1, ST 546457 
A wutching brier carried out on the conslruction of a Dcpanmcnt o r Employment building 
in Chamberlain Street revealed no archaeological fea tures except two short stretches ofrost­
mcdicval walling bulling up against the existing boundary wall on the North side of the site. 

( Richard Brunning) 


