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SUMMARY 

In June 1992 a previously unknown map of Bath was shown in a local exhibition. The signed 
work of Henry Savile, it ranks among the finest engraved town maps of its period, and throws 
new light on the Elizabethan city. Savile's map, dating from c. 1600, had actually been 
identified in 1977 as the lost source of John Speed's map of Bath, but was sold into a private 
collection after attempts to interest suitable public repositories had failed. 1 

INTRODUCTION 

In his British atlas The Theatre of the Empire of Great Britaine (1611-12), John 
Speed set perspective views of major towns into the corners of his county maps. He 
claimed many of these as his own work, made 'by mine owne travels ' , and explained 
that 'into them for distinctions sake, the Scale of Paces . .. I have set' .2 Fifty-two 
town maps carry his identifying scale of paces, while a further nineteen maps without 
the scale were clearly copied from the surveys of others . Speed's map of Bath is 
among those which lack a scale of paces, but his source for the map has until recently 
remained completely unknown (Plate I). That is not surprising, since the survival rate 
for early town maps is poor.3 While a bare majority of Speed's sources has now been 
identified, those for nine towns remain undiscovered.4 

In the early period of mapping, a new survey was a very rare event. Existing maps 
were reprinted and copied for decades , and even centuries, long after they were 
hopelessly out of date.5 There is usually no difficulty in distinguishing plagiarisms 
from new surveys. Before cartography settled into its modern conventions, individual 
map-makers had their own idiosyncrasies, which, along with changing fashions in 
map design, generally ensured that a new survey appeared quite different in style as 
well as content. 

In the case of Bath, the earliest map is a sketchy watercolour by William Smith, 
probably made from his own survey in 1568.6 This map spawned no progeny, 
evidently because a far better one was then produced by Savile. Savile' s map was 
rapidly copied by Speed, and since Speed's national atlas was reprinted several times, 
subsequent maps of Bath were naturally based on this readily available source.7 The 
next new survey was made in I 692 by Joseph Gilmore, whose maps are in an entirely 
different style. 

Speed's own town maps are relatively crude and too small in scale for detail. They 
depict only the most significant buildings with any attempt at realism; otherwise 
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Plate I John Speed 's map of Bath, inset into the map of Somerset, dated 1610, in hi s atl as The Theatre of 
the Empire of Great Britaine (1611-12). Photograph courtesy of the Somerset Archive and Record Service. 

houses are conventionally indicated. His map of Bath follows the usual pattern, but, at 
195 mm by 158 mm, is comparatively large and detailed, a reflection of the fact that 
his source was unusually fine . 

SAVILE'S MAP 

There can now be no doubt that Speed's source was Savile 's map of c. 1600 (Plates 2 
and 3). The map can be compared with the best among the remarkable collection in 
Braun and Hogenburg 's Civitatis Orbis Terrarum (1572-1618) , and, like them, was 
clearly intended to delight as well as to inform. The city 's architecture and even 
garden layouts are portrayed in confident draftsmanship and convincing detail. The 
map was evidently the product of an exceptionally careful survey, though no map of 
this period can be regarded as accurate to modern standards. The curious way in 
which certain buildings are sliced through by the margins of the map may indicate 
that Savile 's original manuscript survey covered a somewhat larger area; some 
trimming may have been necessary to fit a convenient paper size for printing. The 
rediscovered copy of Savile 's map was fortunately preserved for many years in an 
extra-illustrated atlas and is in excellent condition. 8 It may well be the lone survivor 
of its issue. 
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The map, which measures 575 mm by 435 mm at its printed frame, is entitled 'The 
Citie of Bathe ' , and bears Henry Savile's engraved name at the base followed by the 
word 'desc[ripsit]' to indicate that he was the draftsman. It has no key, place-names 
appearing on the map itself. As with some of Braun and Hogenburg's maps, a history 
and description of the city has been added, though Savile's - addressed 'to the reader' 
- is unusually lengthy (see below p. 137). So long a text betrays the novice map­
maker: because text had to be laboriously engraved in reverse, descriptions appearing 
on maps tended to be brief or - as in the case of Speed' s maps - to be printed on the 
reverse side. Savile's text is largely derived from William Camden 's Britannia, first 
published in 1586; and although Savile makes some interesting original observations, 
his attempts to update and improve on Camden have led him into several errors. The 
map ' s heraldic embellishments are similar to those on Hooker 's bird' s-eye view of 
Exeter of c. 1587, where the royal arms appear in the upper left-hand corner and those 
of the city in the upper right. Savile has added the arms of the diocese to those of the 
city and placed them together in a strap-work cartouche typical of the period around 
1600. The lion of Scotland in the royal arms dates the engraving to after the accession 
of James I in March 1603, but the survey appears to have been done in the last years 
of Elizabeth's reign. Savile shows the drinking water pump erected in the King's Bath 
in 1599 and indeed mentions it in his text, but the house immediately north of the 
Cross Bath seems to be shown before its rebuilding in 1602.9 The trees are in full 
foliage , so it is possible that the survey was made in the summer of 1600 or 1601. 

Bath Abbey Church 
Savile's map is considerably larger than Speed's inset, and includes much 
architectural detail that was inevitably lost in Speed's scaling down. The dilapidation 
of the Abbey Church can be seen far more clearly in Savile's view than on Speed. The 
south transept lay open and windowless, while the nave was completely roofless. The 
Abbey Church had been stripped of its lead at the Dissolution and, being left thus 
exposed to the elements, the fabric had deteriorated. The proceeds of a national 
collection in the period 1573-80 were used to roof the chancel and north transept, but 
much remained to done. 10 Savile pleads eloquently for the restoration of the church, 
'so beautiful & so fitt for gods service'. In a second campaign of rebuilding, begun in 
1604, the south transept and the tower were finished and roofed. From 1608 the nave 
was roofed and glazed and the finishing touch came in 1617 with the carving of the 
great west doors. 11 Savile's is a valuable view of the Abbey in the hiatus between two 
phases of rebuilding. He even shows such details as the stumps of flying buttresses on 
the nave , which were omitted from the engravings for Dugdale's Monasticon 
Anglicanum in 1655. However, he was evidently confused by the perspective on the 
choir and has placed its flying buttresses incorrectly. Speed copies this confusion and 
adds another window. 

The Baths 
Few other buildings remain from Savile's time. The most notable survival is the 
King's Bath, built around the city 's chief thermal spring. Savile explains that he set 
individual views of the baths in the border of his map so that they could be seen more 
clearly. His concern to give them prominence reflected the rise of Bath as a spa. 
Following the visit of Elizabeth I in 1574, the city was thronged with visiting nobility 
and gentry seeking relief from their infirmities or just congenial company. Over the 
succeeding decades, Bath transformed itself into an invitingly lovely city, with baths 
improved to meet the age's higher standards of comfort and hygiene. 12 The New (later 
the Queen's) Bath was built in 1576. (Speed carelessly missed this bath off his copy 
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Plate 3 Central section of Henry Savile 's map of Bath, c. 1600. 
Key: 1. Bath Abbey Church; 2. The King 's Bath, with the New (later the Queen 's) Bath on its south side; 
3. The Cross Bath, with St John 's Hospital to the west and Cross Bath Lane to the east running through to 
Stall Street; 4. The Hot Bath, with the small Lazars' Bath attached. To the west is the Elizabethan house 
partly surviving as the Abbey Church House; 5. The Star Chamber; 6. The Abbey House; 7 . The Horse 

Bath; 8. Frog Lane; 9. The tannery ; 10. St Michael's Without; 11. The Raven Inn; 12. The Market House; 
13. The old Guidhall ; 14. St Mary de Stalls; 15. St Michael's Within; 16. St Catherine's Hospital. 

of the map itself, though it appears as an inset.) The building or improvement of the 
other baths is known in general outline, but some of the dates and details are 
uncertain. Savile tells us that the Hot and Cross Baths had been newly vaulted and 
walled about by benefactors 'of late years'. The Chamberlain 's accounts for 1593-4 
mention work on the walls of the Cross Bath and the building of a porch . Three 
dressing rooms were probably added at the same time by private donation. Savile 
accurately depicts this bath with its north-west dressing room jutting out, as shown on 



Plate 2 Henry Savile's map of Bath, c. I 60if . From a private collection. P wtograph courtesy of Bath Museums Service. 
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a plan by the great chemist Robert Boyle later in the 17th century. 13 Speed's version 
looks neater, but is misleading. 

The Site of the Dissolved Priory 
Immediately south of the tennis court and east of the New Bath Savile depicts a 
building known as the Star Chamber; this building is first mentioned in 1591, but was 
almost certainly a part of Bath Priory which survived the Dissolution. It is placed 
correctly by Savile, whereas Speed moves it slightly west. The battlements on the 
wall east of this property, mentioned in a lease of 1591 , are among the details Speed 
omits. 14 Savile greatly clarifies the architecture of the Abbey House, demolished in 
1755. Speed seemed to show a curious octagonal structure on the southern end of the 
range. On Savile it emerges as a Tudor battlemented bay window, though distorted 
and over-large. Allowing for his difficulties in portraying such a feature, it tallies with 
the rectangular bay on the map of Bath drawn for the Duke of Kingston in 1725. An 
ornate medieval or early Tudor chimney towers above the building. To the east lie 
formal pleasure gardens and the orchard created by Matthew Colthurst on the site of 
the former priory ranges. What Speed interprets as a statue in the orchard appears on 
Savile to be just a severely pollarded tree, with delicate new growth sprouting from 
old wood. 

Just south of Colthurst's orchard, a door or gate gives on to the former priory 
orchard outside the city wall, with huge, ancient trees. This area was added to the 
priory in 1279 and the door was made through the wall at the same time. 15 The 40 ft 
causeway leading from this door is mentioned in a dispute of 162016 • It would have 
bridged the city ditch and also the abrupt change in ground levels. The difference was 
quite dramatic, the ground inside the city having built up over the centuries by 15 or 
20 ft 17 • On Speed the causeway has slipped further south in a careless confusion 
between this gate and the door to John Danver's house. 

The Suburbs 
At the southern edge of his map, Savile also shows the old bridge over the Avon more 
accurately than does Speed. The little wayfarer 's chapel is clearly depicted 
cantilevered out over the bridge's second pier, while a gateway straddles the bridge at 
the fourth pier. The east view of the bridge by Bernard Lens in I 718 depicts the 
gateway and the chapel very much as they appear in Savile's map (Plate 4). Lens's 
west prospect, also of 1718, shows in addition the great wooden doors of the gateway 
and the statues of a bear and a lion at the southern end of the bridge. 18 

North of the bridge, Savile has somewhat foreshortened Southgate Street, but 
Speed's copy exaggerates the error. On Speed the ribbon of land between the street 
and the Bum Ditch has been compressed into a fat block, with Savile's eight 
properties (already too few) reduced to five. Behind one of the properties was the 
Horse Bath (depicted at an exaggerated scale by Speed so that the bathing horse 
shown by Savile would remain recognisable). The Horse Bath had a fairly short life 
and the Savile map provides our best evidence of its location. Under the city wall, two 
formal gardens with an elegant geometrical layout are separated by the homely Bum 
Ditch. This ditch presumably owed its name to its use as a sewer, though Savile 
shows only one possible privy emptying directly into it. (Gilmore shows them at the 
bottom of almost every garden in the row.) On the west side of the street is what looks 
like an oast house. 

Two interesting buildings of medieval origin just edge into view on the margins of 
Savile 's map, and were omitted by Speed. Outside the Westgate is a corner of St 
John's Barn, part of a farm belonging to St John's HospitaJ1 9 and shown as a double-
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Plate 4 Lithograph of 'An East View of Bath Bridge', after a drawing of 1718 by Bernard Lens. 
Photograph courtesy of Barry Cunliffe . 

gabled building on Smith 's map of 1568. To the north-west of the city is a glimpse of 
Barton Farm, originally a grange of Bath Priory. The little that Savile shows us does 
no more than suggest that this was a farm complex of some size, a fact confirmed by 
Gilmore's map. 

Field boundaries are clearly delineated by Savile, as are the streets lying just 
outside the city walls to the north. In Speed 's sketchy approximation, Frog Lane does 
not appear at all. The rows of houses along Walcot Street are not individually drawn, 
but Savile has taken the trouble to show the tannery buildings by the river,20 also 
omitted by Speed. Savile 's detailed view of the church of St Michael Without the 
Gate is particularly valuable. His map confirms that the engraver of a 19th century 
lithograph purporting to show the church as it had formerly appeared was depending 
on more than an over-developed imagination (Plate 5) .2 1 The lithograph is clearly 
taken from a source independent of Savile, possibly a drawing made shortly before 
the medieval church was completely rebuilt in 1731 . Making allowances for the 
alterations of a century or so, we can easily believe that the lithograph and Savile's 
map depict the same unusual building, with its tower standing on the north side 
because of the cramped site. 

Within the Walls 
The street and boundary lines on Savile 's map conform closely to the first reasonably 
accurate plan of Bath, made by a Mr Reynolds for the Duke of Kingston in 1725,22 

confirming the slow evolution of the general layout of the pre-Georgian city. Speed, 
by contrast, obscured the degree of historical continuity in the layout by, for example, 
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Plate 5 Lithograph showing St Michael 's Church before its rebuilding in 173 1. 
Photograph courtesy of Barry Cunliffe. 

his careless depiction of Cross Bath Lane and of some of the boundary walls within 
the priory precinct. Speed also juggled Savile's hou se numbers to suit his own 
simplified style. Savile's double or even triple-fronted houses, with the occasional 
individual touch, became anonymous rows of single bays. However, the greater detail 
of Savile should not mislead us into thinking that he painstakingly drew every 
chimney pot and shutter. Many of his houses are almost as featureless and unrevealing 
as Speed's. He probably picked out only the more interesting for special treatment, for 
example the Raven Inn with its handsome facade , shown at the junction of Cocks 
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Lane and Cheap Street.23 The Elizabethan mansion west of the Hot Bath still stands, 
albeit much restored.24 Savile shows it as an irregular cluster of wings of different 
heights. Parts have not survived, but the three gables on the north side with their 
finials (a detail omitted by Speed) are still visible today. 

On the whole, Savile gave most attention to the city's public buildings. The Market 
House has astonishing finials, those at the apex of the roof incorporating crosses. 
Crosses would normally have been found only on a sacred building, but of course the 
Market House replaced the High Cross which had presided over the medieval market. 
It is the exotic lower finials, looking like Chinese flaming pearls, that really baffle, 
but no doubt there is some quite prosaic explanation. To the east, in the lane running 
down to the East Gate, stood the medieval Guildhall. Savile gives us dur best view of 
the building, albeit considerably skewed; it actually lay parallel to the city wall . The 
gabled projection to the east was the buttery.25 

The city churches were drawn in particularly loving detail. The most 
architecturally ambitious, as one might expect, was St Mary de Stalls, the church 
patronised by the Corporation. At the other end of the scale was the simple church of 
St Michael Within the Gate, serving one of the least wealthy parishes. Both were 
shortly to be given over to secular uses, as the restored Abbey became the city's 
parish church. The chapel attached to St John's Hospital was probably built by Bishop 
Reginald FitzJocelin shortly before 1180,26 and the round-headed doors and windows 
shown by Savile may be reliable indications of a late Romanesque structure. When 
the hospital was rebuilt in 1580, the chapel was reorganised internally and a new 
wooden belfry built which can be seen on Savile's map.27 

Savile's depiction of the hospital range itself is unexpected. He shows the southern 
part of it as very narrow and set back from the street, quite different from the outline 
on the Kingston map of 1725, just before it was rebuilt by John Wood. As with the 
skewed Guildhall, it seems more sensible to assume that Savile's eye failed him than 
that the building actually shifted between the two surveys; no major rebuilding is 
known in that time. St Catherine's Hospital presents no problems: Savile shows a 
seven-bay range, corresponding to John Wood's description of fourteen rooms divided 
between two storeys.28 (Speed reduced the number of its gables.) Bellott's Hospital 
was not built until 1608 and so does not appear. 

Among the humbler public structures were the conduits, shown by Savile as open 
water tanks. The conduit outside the North Gate and the one in the High Street had 
become ornate structures by the 1690s and Gilmore included both among the 
vignettes around his map. However, the one at the corner of Westgate Street and Stall 
Street remained a simple stone tank, shown by Gilmore in front of 'Alderman John 
Bushes Lodgings at Bear Corner'. Speed apparently failed to realise what Savile was 
trying to indicate and interpreted it as some sort of tower. 

HENRY SAVILE 

There are several contemporaries of the same name, but Henry (Long Harry) Savile 
(1568-1617) of Banke, Halifax, Yorkshire, was almost certainly the map-maker. In 
1587 he matriculated at Merton College, Oxford, of which his fourth cousin Henry 
(later Sir Henry) Savile was Warden. Under the eye of his distinguished relative, he 
made great progress as a scholar of mathematics, medicine, chemistry, painting, 
heraldry and antiquities. He took his MA in 1595 and in November 1601 was licensed 
by the university to practise medicine. 29 The cream of Elizabethan society was 
visiting Bath in this period and it is not surprising that the rising spa should interest 
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an able young physician. The fine drawing of the Savile map, the careful depiction of 
the coats of arms and the attention paid to the therapeutic qualities of the waters all 
point in the direction of 'Long Harry '. The map was clearly intended as a guide for 
spa visitors, but there is no indication that Savile practised in Bath himself. He 
referred the reader to Bath's resident physicians for further advice on the use of the 
baths. 

For the techniques of surveying, Savile could have drawn on his cousin's library. 
Sir Henry Savile was one of the ablest mathematicians of his time and founded the 
Savile Professorships of geometry and astronomy at Oxford. To them he donated his 
collection of mathematical works, including volumes on surveying. It is also possible 
that Savile learned directly from the most notable of Tudor map-makers, Christopher 
Saxton. Saxton, a fellow Yorkshireman, was certainly known to the Saviles . In July 
1596 he visited Dr John Dee in Manchester with Harry Savile the antiquary of the 
Banke, Halifax. This could be 'Long Harry', but seems more likely to be his father, 
also Henry (d. 1607). Saxton 'described and measured' Manchester at this time, 
producing one of the only two town surveys known to have been made by him. 
Between 1594 and 1602 he was intermittently employed as an estate surveyor by the 
Saviles of Thornhill near Halifax, distant cousins of Long Harry.30 However, Savile's 
depiction of buildings is more sophisticated than anything attempted by Saxton and 
suggests familiarity with the early volumes of Civitatis Orbis Terrarum. 

After leaving Oxford, Savile travelled in Italy, France and Germany and returned 
'the most accomplished person of his time' .31 Since the best map engravers of this 
period were German or Dutch, it is quite possible that Savile had his map engraved 
while abroad. On his return from Europe, Sa vile practised in London . He died in I 617 
at his lodgings near Charing Cross ' to the great reluctancy of all learned men ' .32 Since 
he left no children, he willed that the major part of an extensive manuscript library 
should be sold to provide bequests to a horde of nephews and nieces. His catalogue 
lists nearly 300 titles, with a high percentage of historical and theological works. A 
number had come from monasteries in the north of England. Mathematics and the 
sciences are poorly represented, but Savile was clearly a practising alchemist. He left 
to a cousin not only a collection of manuscripts on the subject but also his own 
notebooks. 33 

Around 80 of Savile's manuscripts were bought by the great collector Sir Robert 
Cotton. They had a mutual friend in the antiquary William Camden, to whom Savile 
wrote about antiquities in Yorkshire . (Savile has been accused of foisting on to 
Camden a copy of Asser's Life of King Alfred, doctored to give Oxford University a 
spurious antiquity, but the guilty party was actually Savile's father.)34 Clearly Cotton 
would have known Savile at least by repute. John Speed belonged to the same circle. 
Cotton assisted Speed greatly in the preparation of his History of Great Britaine, 
published at the same time as his atlas. 35 Here most probably was the link that ensured 
that Speed knew of Savile's map of Bath. 

A NOTE ON THE 'PLAN DE BATHE' 

Just as Speed misinterpreted Savile, so later copyists were not entirely faithful to 
Speed and views of the early Jacobean city grew gradually more and more distorted. 
One of the strangest developments starts with the 'Plan de Bathe', drawn by a French 
artist in about 1650 (Plate 6) -36 At first sight, this seems to be a completely 
independent view of the city's principal buildings, drawn in realistic detail. Closer 
examination shows that it is in fact based on Speed. The French artist has simply 
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Plate 6 Lithograph of the 'Plan de Bathe' , after the mid-l 7th century original in the British Library. 
Photograph courtesy of Barry Cunliffe. 

interpreted Speed's city gates and churches in the light of his knowledge of French 
architecture, giving them a charmingly Gallic air.37 He clearly could not believe that 
the tower of St Michael actually stood behind the church and so 'corrected ' the 
building to the more conventional plan. But what exposes him completely as a Speed 
copyist is that he is confused by Speed's error in mixing up the X and Y on his map 
into mislabelling the Hot Bath as the 'Bain de Lazours'. Further confused by Speed 
placing the letter F equidistant between the Abbey Gate and John Danver 's house, he 
names the latter the 'Porte de l' Abbaye'. 

Generations of historical illustrators have been misled by the beguiling 'Plan de 
Bathe'. In the 19th century, William Lewis drew his imaginative lithographs of the 
city gates from the 'Plan de Bathe ' 38 and these were copied as recently as 1978. 39 

Now, in Savile's map, we have recovered the remarkable view of Bath known to us 
for centuries only through a series of di storting mirrors . 
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This appendix presents the text which accompanies Henry Savile's map of Bath. Contractions 
have been expanded and abbreviations extended, and Savile's interchangeable use of the letters 
'u' and 'v' has been altered where necessary to conform with modem practice. 

TO THE READER 

The Citie of Bathe in the Countie of Somerset, is seated in a cheape & plentiful/ countrie for 
provision, by the river Avon, in a pleasant Valley envyroned with high hilles yet Verie fruitfull, 
from whence many pure springes of cold water are conveyed in pypes for the Use thereof It is 
fortified with a high wall, which on the insyde is rampyred with earth allmost to the 
Batlements, in which are diverse Roman antiquities both engraven & embossed. It hath oft 
Varied her names, according to the alterations & changes of tymes, taking her fir!iJ name ( as it 
is thought,) of the hotte waters. Ptolomceus the ancient Geographer Writeth it Yoara 0epµ<i 
(l)Aquce calidce; Antoninus noteth, that it was called Aquce Solis, the waters of the Sunne. The 
Britons named it Kaerbadun, Caer Badon, Caer Palladur; & Yrennaint twymin. In the time of 
the Saxons it enioyed these names viz: Bathancestre, Hat Bathan, Cnutasfle camanni, 
Accmancestria, & Akmanchester; which signified the citie of the diseased, or of men trobled 
with akes or aches. The later Latines write it Badiza, Badus, Badonia or Bathonia &c There 
are in this well governed Citie three principall Baths, (which are placed twise in this mappe 
first as they stand in the Citie: then in the margent in larger forme only for the better vewe of 
the beholder) viz: the Kings bath, the Crosse bath & the hotte bathe, wherein are valts & 
distinct seates made like chaires, for the diseased to rest in, which the Venerable Beda noteth to 
have bene in his tyme destinguished for both sexes. And now of late years, the Crosse bath, & 
hotte bath, have bene new Vaulted, & walled aboute by Right-honorable benefactors. Out of 
two of the principall baths are extracted certaine others, to witt the new bath, & the Lazours 
bath close by the hott bath. Some do coniecture that they were first founded by Bleyden Cloyth 
alias Blceidon the great Magitian & lerned Philosopher a British King; Others do attribute it to 
Julius Ccesar; Solinus Polyhistor thought the Goddesse of these hotte waters to be Minerva or 
Pallas, for that the Britanes called it Caer Palladur; which signifieth the Citie of the Waters of 
Pallas; Athenceus affirmeth all hotte baths to be consecrate to Hercules ; but for further 
knowledg herein reade Mr Camdens Britannia. Beda alledging the Words of St Basil saith, that 
the waters of baths running through certain mettalles, do receive there of such vertue of heate 
that they are not only made warme therby but seething hott & these baths passing through 
mynes of sulphure ( as our late writers do coniecture) are neare to that temperature, as if a 
quart of cold water should be putt to a gallon of seething water: yet eche of them differeth from 
other in some degrees of heate They kepe an accustomed time of purging: as from 9 of the clok 
in the morning to noone, & from 9 at night till midnight, in which times their doores are shutt 
up, & none doth enter into them, till they have purified & cleane purged them selves, & that a 
kynde of greene & thicke froth which they cast up, be driven away, by some of the guydes 
belonging to them, whose office is to conduct the lame or weake people, & others, during their 
residence in the Baths and to furnish them with Linnen briches. The weomen guides have vayles 
or such like necessary attires for weomen straungers, if they be not better provided of them 
selves. They are much frequented by all degrees of persons, but especeally at the spring and 
fall of the Leafe, many use them for recreation: but more for the obtaining of health. They 
asswage greate aches of the ioynts, & do helpe /eggs swollen & ulcerated through cold, they 
prevayle against dropsies, rumes, miasmes, hardnes of the splene, cold palsies, obstructions of 
the liver proceeding of cold, they furder conception, & in briefe omitting many infirmities, they 
are specially good against diseases issuing from cold causes those that are trobled with iont 
aches use fications in the baths, rubbing & annoynting the places affected, with some of the 
earth found where the water springeth. And many drink the water therof, which they receve 
from a conduit in the Kings bath. It is good to go into them fasting, the digestion being 
perfected, & in some diseases it is necessarie to have the body well purged a day or two before 
you enter them; for the first day continue in them not above halfe an houre, least the heate 
thereof cause you to faynt, then every day stay longer as your strength will permitt, and some, 
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presantly after their comming out do betake them to their bedds, where they sweate an houre or 
two with much ease & greate benefite. The Phisitians who are continualy resident in the Cytie, 
can prescribe other necessary observations as neede requireth: but for the common use thereof, 
most of the Citizens can give instructions. There is in this Citie a faire hospital/ (neare unto the 
cross bath) called St Johnes, founded by Regnald Bishop of bathe to be a succoure for lame & 
sicke persons; & also an other called St Katherins. Now for the great church. It was recorded 
in the booke of the antiquities of Bathe that 0sbricus about 676 years after our Saviour Christ 
his birth, erected in the place where St Peters church standeth a Monasterie for Nunnes, & that 
Offa King of Mercia built another church Anno 775 all which were razed to the ground by the 
Danes. It was reedified Anno 1010 by Elphegus (who was after Archbishop of Can1erbury) to 
which Edgar Pacificus was a great benefactor; this building continued no long tyme: for in the 
yeare 1087 both it & a/lmost the whole Cilie was burnt by Robert Mowbrey. Then one Jhon de 
Villula (borne in France) erected a new much fairer, & being Bishope of Welles, obteyned of 
Henry the i to sett his see al Bathe; this John built allso a Pal/ace at the south syde of the 
church, the ruines whereof do yet appeare: he lay intumbed in the same church he built. At the 
last Oliver King (Doctor of law & chiefe secretarie to King Henry the 7) being Bisshope of 
Bathe & Wells, pulled downe the olde Abbey Church, & begann this stately building, which 
now standeth; he dyed before he had finished it. Then one Gibbs & after him William Bird last 
Prior there, bestowed great cost on it, yet left it unperfect: whose deserved remembrance, may 
eyther move this present age to the like charitie, in perfecting a worke well nigh finished: or 
condemne it for want of devotion, in suffering a church so beautiful, & so fitt for gods service 
to remaine ruinous. 
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