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A glacc at this year's repon is sufficient to indicate that archaeological work of all 
kinds continues to thrive in Somerset. lmportant observations and research seem to 
be going on everywhere and the amateur is as important as ever. Mick Aston was 
succeeded as County Council Field Archaeologist by Ian Burrow in February, but 
reappeared later in the year replacing Peter Fowler in the Department of Extra­
Mural Studies at Bristol University. CRAAGS continued to lose staff, notably Ann 
Ellison and Roger Leech, both of whom have contributed substantially to the study 
of Somerset's past. 

Developments at national level had their good and bad sides. We now have a new 
Ancient Monuments Act, at least on paper, but even at the time of writing (December 
1980) it had not been brought into effect (see the Society Ne111/e1ter 20, 8-9). Govern­
ment policy promises no major cuts on historic preservation, but inflation will take 
a heavy toll. A revival of interest in the creation of a national archaeological institu­
tion, which would afford a new status to practising archaeologists, resulted in the 
setting up of a Society to promote its formation. 

There were a number of highlights in the local scene. The importance of the 
CRAAGS excavations at Wells is now clear, and a major sequence of religious 
buildings from mid-Saxon times to the sixteenth century is now emerging. Future 
seasons will doubtJess produce even more early evidence. Taunton Deane Research 
and Excavation Committee mounted a medium-scale rescue excavation in Fore Street, 
Taunton, which dated the layout of the medieval burgage tenement boundaries but 
yet again failed to locate the Saxon town. The number of possible areas where the 
Saxon town can lie are now further reduced, however, and the Castle area must 
continue to be the strongest candidate. 

Nationally important prehistoric projects at Westbury, Priddy and the Somerset 
Levels continued. The evidence for rapid dessication and deterioration of wood at 
Meare Lake Village is alarming, and the whole array of evidence from the Peat 
Levels is clearly under threat from the drying-out of the peat. On the Roman side 
the major site at Catsgore bad a final season's attention from CRAAGS. 

Fieldwork made a substantial contribution to knowledge. Richard McDonnell's 
work on Exmoor has enhanced that area's archaeological reputation ; hitherto it bas 
been dismissed as somewhat uninteresting. Air photography and ground survey is 
beginning to show that extensive traces of early settlement exist here, but the evidence 
is subtle. 

In lhe lowlands of south-east Somerset Mike Aston is attempting to unravel the 
medieval and earlier settlement pattern using all the weapons in the landscape ar­
chaeologist's armoury, and important results can be expected here too. 

Studies in vernacular architecture go from strength to strength and large num­
bers of buildings are being recorded. This activity, like everything else, always needs 
more helpers, skilled and unskilled. 

Of course the destruction goes on. During l 979 reports of damage to sites by 
treasure hunters with metal detectors began to appear once again - an additional 
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threat to our beleaguered monuments. Other sites, such as the deserted village at 
Vallis near Frome, were simply bulldozed and filled in for a marginal gain in agri­
cultural Land. 

Our thanks once again to all the contributors who spared the time to send in 
information. Anyone involved in archaeological work is urged to let the Society 
know so that it can be recorded for others in these Proceedings. 
Abbre1•iarions 
8.A.T. 
C.R.A.A.G.S. 
P.S.A.N.H.S. 
R.C.H .M. 
S.E.S.A.S 

Bath Archaeological Trust 
Commillee for Rescue Archaeology in Avon. G loucestershire and Somerset 
Proceedings or the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society 
Royal Commission on Historical Monuments 
South East Somerset Archaeological Society 

PREHISTORIC 
Somerset Levels Project 

The Somerset Levels Project continued full-time fieldwork through out 1979; 
severaJ new structures were discovered and excavated, one of them an early-2nd­
millenium trackway of probable hurdle construction; two well-known structures, lhe 
Sweet Track (3200 b.c.) and the Abbot's Way (2000 b.c.), were examined along short 
stretches (Somerset Levels Papers 6, 1980). A small area of Meare Village West 
{c300 b.c.) was excavated, and produced abundant environmental and economic 
evidence. The extension of fieldwork onto the Polden slopes has begun to indicate 
areas of li_kely settlement associated with the exploitation of the Levels, and this work 
is continuing. The Neolithic hurdle from Walton Heath, lifted in December 1975 
and taken to Edinburgh for conservation, was returned in May 1979, the only example 
of its kind in Britain successfully conserved, and now on public display in Taunton 
Castle museum. Other wood was conserved in the Project's laboratory in the Levels, 
and a further batch is now being treated. (J. M. Coles & B. J. Orme). 

Banwell Camp ST 410 590 
Casual inspection of vertical air photographs (Avon County Council, 1975, 

9029-30) revealed two earthwork enclosures within Banwell Camp and not shown on 
Ordnance Survey maps. As the only existing plan of these earthworks, a rough sketch 
(Hunt 1955), is far from complete, it was thought worthwhile co make an accura te 
survey (Fig. I). Only the earthworks within Banwell Camp were surveyed and not the 
main rampart, a lready marked on the O rdnance Survey map. 

Banwell Camp (ST 410 590) lies on a slight knoll at the end of an east-west 
ridge on the west side of the Mendips. The top of the knoll is curved, so that the extent 
of the main defences is not readily apparent on the ground. The smallest inner en­
closure, just above the 91 m (300 foot) contour, occupies an area of 3 hectares (7 
acres) on the flattest part of the top of the hill. The enclosure is marked by a slight 
scarp, genera lly no more than 0.5m high with an inturned entrance on the west side 
which is probably not contemporary. The south side of the enclosure is scarcely 
visible on the ground, but can be seen, a t least partially, on the air photographs. 

The second enclosure, occupying an area of 6 hectares ( 15 acres), was only 
partially surveyed as it includes most of the main ramparts of Banwell Camp apart 
from the north-west corner. That corner is cut off by a bank, up to Im nigh, with traces 
of an external ditch. The central section of this part has been destroyed by mining or 
other activity in the area marked 'a'; simila r but more extensive earthworks exist 
outside the main north-west comer of Banwell Camp beyond 'b' . Amongst these two 
areas are probable building foundations, but these have not been surveyed. 

Ba nwell Camp, the largest of the enclosures, occupies an area of 7.5 hectares 
( 18.5 acres). It is described by the Ordance Survey as a univallate hill fort, but there 
are sections of a counterscarp beyond the ditch of the main rampart on all but the 
west side. Three entrances, at the south-east and south-west comers and on the 
northside, are probably modern. There appears to be an original entrance passage, 
formed by an out-turned rampart, on the north-east side. Detailed investigation of 
the main rampart is impossible due to thick undergrowth. The mound in the centre 
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of Banwell Camp was formerly Lhe site of a park keeper's lodge which was ruinous 
in the early 19th Century (Bennett c l812, vii). 

The probable interpretation of these enclosures is that of a developing Iron 
Age hill fort ( Fig. 2). The innermost enclosure was sectioned in 1959 (Hunt 1961) 

Period 1 

Period 3 

Period 2 

BANWELL CAMP 

Possible development 

Fig. 2 Banwell Camp - possible development of the enclosure 

and was shown to be of Iron Age date. The second earthwork, cutting off the north· 
west corner of Banwell Camp, has not been excavated and its date is unknown. 
Further excavation would be necessary to prove or disprove the development postu­
lated {Fig. 2). It is possible that Banwell Camp was re-occupied in Roman or post­
Roman times and that the undated earthwork may date from one of those periods. 
The Banwell area was densely settled in the Roman period (Ues, 1978). The nearby 
Roman settlement of Winthill was cut into by post-Roman burials (Hunt, 1963 and 
1964). (R.Ues). 
Bennett, G. cl 812. MSS H istory of Banwc:11, printed in Search, 4, 1961. 
Hunt, J. 1955. Ancienl Banwell (parl 2). Jouma/ of Axbridge Coving Group and Archaeology Society 

2(3), 28-34. 
Hunt, J . 1961. Banwell Camp Excavation 1959, Search, I, 17-72. 
Hun1, J. 1963. and 1964 Notes on Winthill Cemetery, Jo11rnol of Axbrltlge Caving Group and Arc/101'­

ology Society, 1963, 35-42; 1964, 26-28. 
lies, R. 1978. Roman Settlements in South West Avon, Avon Archaeological Council Newslelfer 

Autumn 1978, 2-3. 

Bathamp1011 ST 779 741 
Part of an oval enclosure, 60m diameter, exists on the north side of the road 

close to a stile. Nothing is visible on the south side of the road. (R. Iles) 

Broomfield, Rooks Castle ST 253 323 
Site investigation and survey suggest that this site consists of two elements: 

(l) the west and north sides of a hill-slope enclosure, and (2) the remains of the docu­
mented medieval tile quarry. The earlier phase has been much modified by medieval 
and lacer activity. Survey with Sites and Structures Record. (T. Burrow) 
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Cutcombe, Dunkery Beacon SS 8915 4158 approx 
An omission from Somerset Barrows I (West and South) has been recognized. 

A plan by J. D. Heam of Minehead of the cairns on and around Duokery Beacon 
includes one to the south-east (his site A) which still (Easter 1979) has traces of a 
double retaining circle. It is published in D1111kery by Alfred Vowles (revised edition 
1946) with a plan in the folder at the back. (L. V. Grinsell) 

Edington Burtle ST 395 436 (Fig. 3) 

Fig. 3 Socketed Axe from Edington Burtle 

A late Bronze Age socketed axe was found on Burtle Hill by Mr Porter of Low­
land Farm, Edington Burtle. It lay a few inches below the surface. The axe is 10.4cm 
in length and 5.3cm across the crescentic blade. The external measurements of the 
socket are 3.6 by 3.4cm. There are three parallel ribs on both the front and back faces. 
The collar is everted with the clear traces of two 'runners' . Their positions on neigh­
bouring sides show that there were originally four although the other two are hardly 
discernible. The presence of fou r runners is probably the result of casting in stone 
moulds. The loop begins at the base of the collar. Although perhaps more slender 
than usual, the axe is best seen as belonging to the South Welsh type.(S. C. Minnitt) 

Exmoor, One Barrow SS 774 360 
By a mistake deriving from the 1st issue I " OS map (1809) One Barrow has been 

looked for in the wrong place and reported missing. The key to its rediscovery lay in 
superimposing a tracing of the old map on the modem one. That showed that One 
Barrow Down is Wintershead Common (sometimes misnamed from the adjacent 
combe, Long Holcombe) and that the pioneer cartographers, with no road or fence 
to help them, drew a large fallacious northward bulge in the county boundary. The 
superimposition also shows that One Barrow itself should be I km further north-east 
than was supposed, and near the 1431' spot-height on the modern OS maps. A 
search there in good winter conditions revealed the mound the surveyors bad noted. 
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The mound appears to be a small Bronze Age round barrow, some 3-3.50m in 
diameter and about 0.50m high. In February 1980 it showed up well, covered with 
bright green moss, in a waste of Hattened tawny moor-grass. Two stones protruded 
through the moss, one quartz and one sandstone, and a probe rang on others. A 
line of rushes grew round the circumference about two-thirds of the way, with a gap 
to westward. The mound .is isolated, and there seemed to be no evidence that the land 
had ever been cleared or cultivated. 

It is on land belonging to Mr A. R. Brown of Emmett's Grange, who kindly 
permitted this report by the finder. (H. Eardley-Wilmot) 

Exmoor, C.R.A.A.G.S. Air Survey 
During the survey of aerial photography for West Somerset. undertaken for 

C.R.A.A.G.S. , a variety of prehistoric sites were recorded on Exmoor in the area 
of Lucott Cross. Recent fieldwork, unrelated to C.R.A.A.G.S., bas confirmed many 
of these features as earthwork sites that vary from substantial to very ephemeral 
remains. More new prehistoric sites have also been recorded as a result of this field· 
work : 

Por/ock, Porlock Allotment SS 8405 4335 
A pound with hut circle first recorded on aerial photographs has been confirmed 

as an earthwork site. The low stone bank forms a circular enclosure, with an entrance 
in the south side, enclosing a single hut circle which has been levelJed into the biJI 
slope. The pound is 36m in diameter and the hut circle 16m. 

SS 8430 4365 
A second pound recorded by aerial photography has been confirmed on Porlock 
Allotment, approximately 500m to the north-east of the above feature. This second 
pound is a much larger enclosure, approximately 70m in diameter, with substantial 
banks and traces of an outer ditch. The well-defined entrance is on the north side and 
although no hut circle walls are visible two levelJed platforms are present. The aerial 
photography showed a large circular feature in the south-west quadrant but this was 
not seen in the field. 

Between 15 and 20m to the south of this pound a low stone bank was recorded 
in the field. This feature rans north-east, up to the Exford-Porlock road, and south· 
west to the lip of the hill above the combe. There is a build-up of soil on the uphill 
side of this feature which is consistent with other prehistor ic field boundary banks 
in the area. 

SS 8435 4355 
Fieldwork located a substantial circular platform approximately 16m diameter 

and levelled into a fairly steep hillside. A second smaller platform was recorded 
slightly above and to the south-eas t. 

Luccombe, Greal Hill SS 84 42 
The field system and associated hut circles recorded from the aerial photographs 

have now been surveyed in the field (Fig. 4). The system suggests some dozen rectan· 
gular fields defined by low stone banks ; where these banks run across the slope they 
survive as small positive Jynchets. Four hut circles were recorded as earthworks but 
a further three suggested by the aerial photographs were not visible on the ground. 
Three substantial stone mounds were also located. 

There is a suggestion both in the field and on the aerial photographs that this 
system of fields is much more extensive and possibly continues up the slope under the 
peat. 

Luccombe, Honeycombe Hill SS 8600 4235 
Fieldwork in this area bas confirmed, as earthworks, a hut circle and stonebuilt 

field boundary banks first recorded on aerial photographs. It has also added a number 
of standing stones which may be associated with land division rather than religious or 
astronomical purposes. 
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Exford, Almsworthy Common SS 8410 41 80 
Recent swaling on Almsworthy Common has revealed a large low banked en­

closure immediately to the north-west of the stone circles. Broad low stone banks, 
with traces of an outer di tch, form a large, irregular 'D'-shaped enclosure. There is a 
short extension of the stra ight side on the north-west comer. The site is situated on 
the south-west facing slope of the hill and although not all visible from any one point 
it is estimated to enclose about 3 hectares. 

Approximately 60m to the west of this enclosure, beside the track is one of the 
best preserved hut circles recorded on Exmoor to date. The internal diameter is 
!Orn, the extermal diameter is 14m. The site is levelled into the hill slope and the walls 
a re between 0.30 and 0.40m high with a well-defined entrance on the south side. 
There are several low, stone mounds in the area of this hut circle. (R. McDonnell) 

Long Ashton, Ashton Park ST 5572 
The extensive 'Celtic' field system, sketch surveyed by C. W. Philips, has been 

recorded by measured survey by R. lies, N. Clough and J. Russell. Survey of earth­
works in the lower part of the park continues. 

Priddy Plateau Project Vicinity of ST 540 500 
In 1978-79 considerable progress in the measured survey programme occurred 

over fields not previously available. The team. assisted by Mrs J. Moysey, a University 
of Liverpool geographer who lives in the area, was able to grid and watch ploughed 
fields throughout the year (Fig. 5). Increasing urgency has required more constant 
monitoring as fields formerly left as permanent pasture are now being brought into 
cultivation, and Mrs Moysey's assistance has provided continual monitoring of the 
plateau after the hiatus which followed the retirement of Mrs A. Loveder in 1977. 

Two excavations were undertaken in September 1979. Of these, the East Trench 
(ST 544 501) suggests that more of the undamaged site lies to the east of the excava­
tion. The 1979 trench, however, was effectively ploughed out. It had been a chipping 
floor in the southern part of the trench, and north of the central rock outcrop a small 
scatter of prehistoric pottery was found. A fine microlithic rod was recovered near 
some burning adjacent to the mid-trench outcrop. With further excavation to the 
east, it may be possible to determine the phases of occupation of this site, but at 
present their limits have been removed by plough damage. 

The West Trench (ST 542 502) was situated between a plough-damaged area 
investigated for its intensive burning in January 1976 by Dr M . Barbetti, then of 
Oxford, and a small team from Nottingham University, in the hopes of obtaining 
comparative burnt material to that from the Mesolithic structure fo und in Yard 
Park, and which would tie in with Dr Barbetti's archaeomagnetic work on the 
Plateau. Too much was destroyed in the area examined in 1976, but it was hoped that 
some of the site might lie to the west of this area. The fl int retrieved in 1976 indicated 
a late Neolithic industry and, indeed, all the flint recovered in the I 979 excavations 
was a ttributable to the same, but the site had obviously gone in the 1976 ploughing. 
Very fine implements and some small sherds of pottery were recovered. A fine Port­
land chert pctit-tranchet derivative arrowhead, suggesting the PortJand Beds at 
Tisbury, Wiltshire, were still being exploited. and several assorted fl int scrapers, saws, 
la rge blades and cores were recovered. 

The Project is grateful to the Maltwood Fund for continued support and to 
the Society of Antiquaries of London, tbe Department of the Environment, and 
the University of Liverpool: without all their assistance and support the project's 
work would cease. The continued encouragement and loan of equipment from the 
Bristol City Museum has been of considerable help over the years and much appre­
ciated. Miss B. Smart kindly provided the accompanying map (Fig. 5) from her 
research. (J. J. Taylor) 

Rodney Stoke ST 496 512 
A leaf-shaped arrowhead, scrapers and flakes have been found. (Mr & Mrs. C. 

Hollinrake) 
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Shepton Mallet, Charlton (Fig. 6) ST 6295 
A sligbc sub-rectangular earthwork was located during field investigation. The 

surrounding banks and scarps are slight but definite, enclosing an area of c2500 sq m. 
This seems to be part of a larger complex, now destroyed, perhaps a 'Celtic' field 
system. Survey with Sites and Structures Record. (1. Burrow) 

S1oke-s11b-Hamdo11 ST 478 172 approx. 
A collection of material, originally the property of R. H. Walter, was purchased 

by Somerset County Museum in a sale at Lawrences of Crewkerne, on 26 June 1980. 
The pieces had been found on the northern spur of Ham Hill by Walter between 1905 
and 1920, and ranged in date from Neolithic to Romano-British. Some were published 
in Proceedings for 1923. Lot 247 comprised 3 pieces of Scale armour, 3 glass beads, 
4 flints including a scraper and leaf-shaped arrowhead, and a bronze needle. Lot 248 
was a pair of bronze tweezers. Lot 250 was a bronze nailcleaner (PSANHS LX1X 
Plate XT, 10). Lot 251 was a bronze brooch. Unfortunately Lot 249 was not acquired; 
tbis was the deer brooch illustrated in PSANHS LXIX, Plate XI, 24. (S. Minnitt) 

Westbury-sub-Mendip ST 506 504 
Excavations were carried out by the British Museum (Natural History) on a 

larger scale than in previous years on the Westbury Middle Pleistocene cave deposits. 
The excavation covered the whole of the western bluff (see 'Somerset Archaeology' 
1977) except for a reference section which was left at the back of the excavation (Fig. 
7). Several rich horizons were encountered, in particular the so-called 'mole layer' 
near the bottom of the red silt with weathered limestone, the grey silty breccia and the 
brown silty breccia. This last bed is of great interest because it is the uppermost unit 
of the pink breccia (see 'Somerset Archaeology' 1978) and work will continue during 
1980 to excavate this bed. (Dr P Andrews) 

Weston-super-Mare ST 6235 
A bronze flat axe found some years ago in a Worle garden was recently sold. 

Wi1hypoole, Westwater Allotment SS 839 829 
A possible stone setting lies on a north-facing slope just south of a flush site. 

rt consists o f a scatter of 30-plus stones up to 50cm Jong, two apparently standing. 
The site does nor, however, resemble other settings on Exmoor nor does it appear to 
have a coherent plan. (1. Burrow) 

ROMAN 

Bail,, Roman Baths 
A rescue excavation of the Roman Reservoir a nd Sacred Springs under the 

King's Batb was directed by B. Cunliffe for BAT. The excavations revealed an Iron 
Age wall adjacent to tbe main spring, extensive Roman piling on which the Roman 
floor and Reservoir walls were built, and remains of a barrel-vaulted brick roof which 
appears to have been built over the spring in the late Roman period. In addition, 
approximately 6000 Roman coins have been discovered, together with a large number 
of lead curses, pewter vessels and Roman plumbing fittings. Also a number of Iron 
Age coins have been discovered together with items of Roman jewellery. 

Ba111drip, Knowle ST 327 404 
Turf stripping for new playing fields at Knowle Hall, Bawd rip, revealed sherds of 

Romano-British and medieval pottery, a few flint flakes and lias stones forming a 
structure not yet identified. Traces of a holloway and ? platforms (much al tered by 
later landscaping) and the medieval pottery suggest a settlement running eastwards 
along the foot of the hill from the manor house (Crandon, Trivett family, Cl3th-14th) 
and other medieval structures mentioned in PSANHS Vol I LS (1971) 53. 

A drain through che playing field showed lias stone walls at 0.6m depth with a 
small amount of Romano-British pottery. This appears to be an extension of the 
Romano-British site mentioned in PSANHS above, approximately 200m to the east 
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and 40m to t.he south of the possible medieval settlement. 

123 

(M. Langdon) 

Bridgwater ST 292 375 (area) 
A coin of the period 3~378 A.O. with the reverse SECURJTAS REIPUBLICAE 

from the mint of Aries was found in the garden of 162 KendaJe Road by Mrs Tuttiett 
of Hopps Green, West Hatch. (S. Minoitt) 

Charlcombe, Lansdown ST 723 702 
Eight Roman coins, two identifiable to Constantine I and Arcadius, were brought 

in to Bristol Museum for identification by Mrs 0. Shotton. 

Churchill ST 46 59 
At Springhead Farm, Upper Langford, several items of Roman material were 

found c l967 including sherds, a glass bottle, a bronze bracelet and a tuycre. 

Hutton ST 339 587 
A Roman bronze coin (286-308) was found in the garden of 11 Woodside Avenue 

by Mr F. C. Cloyne; to the south a cobbled trackway with Roman pottery has been 
located in building development. (H. Coward) 

llc/1esler ST 519 224 
A water pipeline running north-south between the 1975 C.R.A.A.G.S. excava­

tion and the town was watched in June 1979. Remains of the Fosse Way and its 
roadside ditches, buildings fronting on the road on the north and south, and pits 
and ditches behind them were sectioned by the trench. (P. Ellis (C.R.A.A.G.S.) 

locking 
Roman coin (Constantine the Great 306-307) found in garden of Harrage House, 

Elm Grove, close to the find-spot of other unpublished Roman material. 

Long Ash1011 ST 554 696 
Roman pottery has been found near Yanley La ne by A. Davies. BRSMG 31/ 1978 

Somerton, Catsgore ST 506 266 
Further excavation of the Romano-British settlement at Catsgore took place in 

July and August 1979 on the east side of the Roman road and at the north end of the 
settlement area. A building located in a trial trench in 1973 was excavated. Coin 
evidence suggests a 270 to 350 A.O. date for the li fespan of this substantially floored 
and walled stone building. One room contained a complex drainage system and 
another a stone hearth with the remains of a chimney stack. The part of the building 
excavated was probably agricultural in use, with two main phases. A pit containing 
Bronze Age pottery was excavated beneath the floor cut into a Prehistoric soil 
horizon. Part of the east side of the road and its ditch, a well, and the front wall of 
a second building were also excavated. The excavation suggests that on the east side 
of the road buildings are set back and not aligned at right angles to it, pointing to a 
different settlement pattern to that recorded on the west of the road, and probably 
reflecting pre-road land-use pattern relating to the prehistoric settlement to the east. 

(P. Ellis (C.R.A.A.G.S.) 

Tickenham ST 444 7218 
A small cave first excavated in 1923 bas been re-examined by Clevedoo and 

District Archaeology Society. A trench was dug to a depth of I.Sm through loose 
rubble. Bedrock was not reached and instability of the trench sides prevented further 
progress. The finds were unstratified and comprised 30 sherds of 3rd-4th century 
pottery. 
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Wl,itchurch ST 606 673 
A brass Sestertius of Trajan was found during Lyons Court Farm development. 

BRSMG 37/ 1979. 

Wincanton, Greenway Close ST 718 285 
When digging previously undisturbed turn in a new garden on this estate, John 

and Ruth Keynes found one sherd each of Samian and Black burnished pottery at a 
depth of approximately 45cm. Topsoil deposited in the same garden from e.lsewhere 
on this building site has so far yielded 32 sherds. These include pottery from Hamp­
shire - Verwood and New Forest areas (late 17th and I 8th century) and one sherd 
of a press-moulded dish (Staffordshire or Bristol, I 68~ 1760) (John and Ruth Keynes) 

Wincombe ST 397 567 
A Roman burial in a wooden coffin was dug up at Whitehorn Cottage, Barton, 

in March J 973. 

CROPMARKS 

Two flights were made from Dunkeswell in July 1979 concentrating on the Taunton. 
Watchet and Cannington areas. A number of photographs were taken of earthwork 
and other known sites and the following new ones noted : 
ST 2035 1895 (Pitmioster) Faint single-ditched enclosure. 
SS 9875 4272 (Dunster) Possible earthwork enclosure. 
ST 1530 2558 (Oake) Rectangular cropmark. 
ST 2520 2468 (West Monk.ton) Circular feature. 
ST 293 242 (North Curry) Elongated enclosure with transverse lines giving a ·(adder· 

effect. 
ST 2818 3905 (Wembdon) Good single-ditched rectangular enclosure with interior 

features. 
Norton Camp, Norton Fitzwarren (ST 196 263). A series of single-ditched sub­
rectangular enclosures recorded in the interior of the hillfort. (1. Burrow) 

MIGRATION AND EARLY MEDIEVAL 

A Ph.D thesis, Aspects of Hil/fort and Hill-Top Settlement i11 Somerset in the 
First to Seve111!, Centuries A.D. by J. Burrow was completed for the University of 
Birmingham. T he thesis examines the post-Iron Age use of hillfort sites and discusses 
their settlement background. Among aspects explored are the value of surface field­
work for this type of study; the longevity of Roman pottery after the fifth century 
A.D; place name studies; and different interpretations of post-Roman billfort use. A 
copy is deposited with the local history library, Taunton, and in the main library at 
Weston-super-Mare. 

Backwe/1, St Andrew's Church ST 493 683 
During restoration works a t the north-east end of the nave, two massive stones 

were located by Alan Rome. One lay partly beneath the late-medieval pier of the north 
arcade and ran south for about 2.Jm (7 ft) on an aligmnent slightly askew to that of 
the present church. A second stone was located mid-way betweeen the pier and the 
chancel arch, running eastwards at 90° to the first. These may be foundation stones of 
the north and west walls of an early ('? pre-Norman) church. 

MEDJ EVAL 

DESERTED SElTLEMENTS 
Fieldwork by M. Aston on medieval settlements in South-East Somerset has 

continued with known sites being re-examined and sites located from vertical RAF 
air photographs being visited. Fig. 8 gives summary of the present state of knowledge 
with deserted and shrunken settlements being shown in relation to early estate boun­
daries. Much work has also been carried out on field systems. 
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Queen Camel Padel ST 593 266 
This small settlement has been ploughed but there arc still clear traces of plat­

forms and holloways surrounded by ridge and furrow. To the south-west the pale of 
a park shown on a map of I 573 (Somerset Record Office DD/MI) survives as a 
prominent wide bank. A small moated site was located in the centre, ST 591 264. 
Al the north-west corner of the park a scatter of medieval pottery may indicate a 
former farm site ST 586 267. 

Camel Farm ST 597 241 
Between the village and farm there are extensive earthworks of platforms and 

holloways. To the south there is a prominent ditched enclosure at ST 597 240. 
Stone C roft ST 597 235 

A prominent rectangular bank with an enclosure to the north remains as an 
'island' of pasture within extensive areas of ridge and furrow. It, and the fields 
around, were called Stone Croft on the tithe map. 

Marston Magna Lambrook ST 594 230 
On the east side of the road from Queen Camel 10 Marston Magna and around 

Lambrook Cottage there is a row of platforms. 
Marston Magna ST 593 223 

Detailed fieldwork has suggested thal the village plan developed in three or more 
stages with the mill leat being part of the earliest development. 

West Camel, Little Marston ST 578 226 
This extensive deserted village which was well preserved in 1947 has now been 

bulldozed and ploughed. Only vague earthworks are now visible but a large enclosure 
and a possible mill site remain south of the farm. 

Chilton Call(elo, Ashington ST 560 2 13 
The extensive areas of platforms, holloways and ridge and furrow have all now 

been bulldozed. The early air photographs indicate an extensive deserted village west 
of the church and manor house. 

limi11gto11, Draycoll ST 553 215 
Extensive areas of earthworks survive east and west of Draycon Farm aligned 

on the road from Limington to Mudford. Clear building sites are visible immediately 
west of the farm buildings. 

At ST 551 207 at least 4 small pillowmounds remain. Within the small square 
enclosed wood nearby there is a large oval mound, overlying ridge and furrow. 

(M. Aston) 
MOATED SITES 

A programme of research on medieval moated sites in Somerset has been initiated. 
following earlier work by M . Aston and Pam Lake. Work so far has concentrated on 
field investigation and survey: 

Queen Camel, Coages Park ST 590 264 
Field investigation confirmed the existence of a small rectangular moat with 

possible fishpond on its north side. The south-west arm of the moat has been damaged 
by a rhync. (See PSANHS 122 1978, 133.) 
Babcary, Foddington ST 580 296 

Only lhe eastern arm of moat around the manor house survives as a substantial 
feature, but the southern arm is also visible. The western and northern arms are now 
filled in. The site is associated with OMV earthworks and a holloway. 
Martock ST 459 193 

A watching brief carried out on the moat island during house construction ad­
jacent to the existing Cl6/CJ7 buiJding. Massive hamstone rubble and mortar were 
observed in trenches immediately north and west of the building. No dateable finds 
were recovered. 
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Large scale contour surveys were completed by J. Dowson for the following 
sites: 
Cudworth ST 371 109 
Merryfield, Ash.ill ST 340 179 
Hinton, Mudford ST 574 206 
Shearston, North Petherton ST 281 306 
Courtway, Spaxton ST 203 339 
Marston Magna ST 592 222 
Copies of these surveys a re with the Sites and Structures Record, Somerset County 
Planning Department. (f. Burrow) 

Babcary,Perry Court ST 576 303 (Fig. 9) 
The Perry Court site in a field of that name was found by J . and R. Keynes 

when the SANHS asked the SESAS for help in carrying out the Somerset Field 
Monument and Land Use Survey in 1974/5. The site was surveyed by SESAS under 
the direction of D. J . Bonney, B.A., F.S.A. 

The .fields called Perry- Higher, Lower, etc. - in the Babcary tithe award 
cover an area of over a hundred acres and, with the land in between, must have ex­
tended to at least a hundred and fifty acres. They lie in the north of the parish sloping 
down to the Cary river. The deserted site is near the centre of this area in a field 
called Perry Court. There are also Perry Meads, about twenty acres in all, in the 
south of East Lydford parish on the opposite bank of the Cary. 

There are references to Perry or Purye manor from 1316 when it was held by 
John Everard1 though it may have been referred to in 1280 when Ranulfhadcommon 
of pasture in Foddington 'which belongs to his tenement in Perers.'2 lt is generally 
only listed with a collection of other manors but in 1442/3 a little more information 
is given: 'Purie, site of manor lands and rents held of ... as of manor of Herford. 
Worth 5s.'3 

Elizabeth Byconill who died in 1504 held the manor of Pyrry and lands worth 
40s. of the Abbot of Muchelney4, and by 1543 it belonged to the Stawell family5 in 
whose possession it remained until it was sold in 16666. 
I Som. Ree. Soc. iii. 56, Feudal Aids, iv. 319. 
2 Som. Ree. Soc. x.iv. 15. 
3 Calendar of l11q. Post Mortem (Record Comm.), iv, p. 212. 
4 Calmdar of /11q. Post Mortem, Henr;, VII, iii, p.424. 
5 Lellers a11d Papers, He11r)' VIII, xviia ( I) p. 193. 
6 Som. Wills, ed. F. Brown, vi. 73. 

Ba11we/l ST 389 587 
A medieval bronze heraldic pendant, from horse trapping, found on Banwell 

Hill. The crude design is probably of a suspended sheep. The enamel inlay is missing. 

Bath, Orange Grove 
An excavation within the roundabout was directed by Tim O' Leary for BAT. 

This area is one of the parts of Bath not disturbed by cellars. The east end of the 
Norman Cathedral was located which proved to be of apse and ambu.latory plan. 
Part of it was retained into the 16th century. A resurvey was also undertaken of the 
extant Norman remains. 

Durston, Priory Fishponds ST 3013 2823 
The fishponds were watched while being dug out for re-use by the farmer. One 

dressed hamstone fragment (35cm x 29cm) was recovered and drawn but no other 
finds were noted. (Mary Miles) 

Glastonbury 
Chaingate Mill ST 499 386 
Machine trenching in May 1979, following the demolition of Chaingate Mill 

in advance of redevelopment, located cellars and foundations of post-medieval 
buildings fronting on Magdalen Street with a boundary wall at their rear. Extensive 
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medieval silt layers were noted al a depth of Im and below in the north part of the 
site. These layers should be undisturbed by the redevelopment, which will be watched. 
About 50 dressed Doulting stones from the Abbey were rescued from the demolition 
of the mill and its associated buildings. 

Glastonbury Abbey ST 501 388 
In D ecember 1979 and January 1980 a survey at I : 500 of the Abbey precinct 

aod at 1 : 100 of the surviving buildings was undertaken for C.R.A.A.G.S. a t no cost 
by Simmonds Surveys Ltd of Axbridge. 

St. John's Church ST 499 390 
A small scale excavation in the nonhem aisle of St John's Church. during floor 

removal, located a robbed-out foundation trench running alongside the north aisle 
wall of the Church. This is presumed to be the foundation trench of the north wall of 
the Norman church and, in conjunction with the 19th century evidence for a central 
tower, it would appear that the Norman church was aisled. The robbing postdated 
burials which themselves postdated the foundation trench. Both trench and burials 
cut a soil layer containing slag and animal bone with a scrap of homan bone. 

P Ellis (C. R.A.A.G.S.) 

Keynsham, Keynsbam Abbey ST 655 688 
Excavations continued on behalf of Folk House Archaeological Society. There 

a re two areas currently under investigation : around the southern end of the chapter 
house and the south wall of the nave. The site is prolific is finds including carved stone 
work, medieval glass. and filigree. (B. Lowe) 

Long Ashton ST 566 707, 557 696 
Two late medieval uniface tokens found by D. Wraight. 

Loxton, Christon ST 378 576 
The deserted sett lement remai ns north of Christon hamlet have been surveyed. 

They lie on one side of a holloway, rising up the south facing slope, on its east and 
north sides. The lower part to the east of the track consists of 4 closes terraced into 
the hillside and has little trace of ho use platforms. The upper part, north of the track, 
is more irregular, especially in the eastern portion which is cut into by small quarries. 
There are about 5 closes in this section, many with slight remains of one or more 
buildings. The large lynchets in the north of this area a re possibly 'Celtic' field banks 
re-used as close boundaries. The earthworks of surrounding 'Celtic' and medieval 
fields have already been surveyed by R . Clarke (Search 1969, 1970) and a re not in­
cluded on the plan. Many sherds of l2-l4th century date have been found scattered 
over the settlement remains. ( R. lies) 

Newton St Loe, Castle ST 694 639 
A firth season of excavations was directed by C. J. Arnold for Bath College of 

Higher Education. In area G two pre- 14th century castle phases were recognized. 
The earliest had 12-13th century occupation debris associated with a series of open 
hearths; the second consisted of two parallel walls which are aligned with structures 
uncovered in previous years. 

North Fitzwarren, Heathfield Churchyard ST 1600 2646 
Two decorated fragments of floor tiles were found in Hea thfield churchyard 

by Mr D. Bromwich a nd presented to the County Museum. 
The fragments are from separate tiles with different de.signs and probably date 

from the la tter part of the 13th century. Their designs were inlaid in white firing clay 
and were covered in a transparent lead glaze which appears black on their slightly 
bevelled edges. They are both slightly worn and are 20mm thick. 

The backs of both tiles have some white morta r adhering to them and were 
c rudely stabbed a number of times with a sharp wooden object while the clay was 
soft. Part of a rounded, scooped key is evident in the back of No. I. 
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The clay of the tiles was poorly mixed, as shown by their variegated structure, 
and of particular interest are the large amounts of white fi ring clay which shows as 
thin, white bands throughout their fabric. More pipe-clay is visible in No. I than in 
No. 2 and furthermore, No. 1 has been fired to a very hard, almost vitrified, black 
colour whereas No. 2 is hard but red/ brown in colour. The two tiles are otherwise 
identical and are undoubtedly from the same source. 

Jf the poor mixing and over firing of the clay is characteristic of the tiles in this 
group and is not merely accidental, then it should present few problems in identifying 
further tiles of this group, unless of course they are in situ. It is clear that these tiles 
a re not comparable with tbe main groups of floor tiles in Somerset from Muchelney, 
Cleeve, Wells and Glastonbury. Nor are they comparable with floor tiles recently 
found in Taunton in the grounds of St James' Priory, Donyatt or Keynsham Abbey. 
They do, however, bear some similarities to pottery sherds from Langton Budville, 
but it may well be that the researcher will have to look further afield for their source, 
perhaps in Wiltshire or Hampshire. (B. Williams) 

Se/ll'orthy, The Paddocks SS 9112 4569 
A medieval water stoup, the bowl 50mm deep and 125mm in diameter, of hard 

light coloured grit stone, was found adjacent to a track along the south side of re­
cently replanted woodland known as the Paddock. Some lime mortar adheres to 
one side of the stoup. The findspot is about ½mile (0.8km) north-east of St Andrew's 
chapel, Luccombe. (D. M. T. Morcom) 

Stoke St Mary, Shoreditch ST 242 221 
Three t 2-13th century sherds found on building site. (H. J. Phillips) 

Taunton, Fore Street Excavations, Taunton ST 2278 2442 
The following report is a s ummary of the excavation carried out across the rear 

properties of Nos 5 to 8 Fore Street between 17 September and 17 November 1979 
on behalf of the T aunton Deane Research and Excavation Committee. The a rchaeo­
logical team consisted of 5 staff members including a director, assistant director and 
three site assistants, but the majority of the labour force was made up of volunteers. 
The area uncovered in the excavation, about one-fifth of the total area under threat 
of building development, was approximately 10 by 20m. with the long axis running 
east to west across the rear of typical medieval burgage plots fronting on Fore Street. 

The earliest evidence for human activity on the site were the remains of possible 
plough marks found in the west end behind No 7. These were small, shaUow furrows 
cut into the natural sub-soil, forming a criss-cross pattern. They were probably made 
by an ard, a type of primitive plough cut from a hard wood. Possibly associated with 
these marks was a field boundary ditch, about 1.50m wide and 0.40m deep, which 
ran across the site from east to west Sections cut through this feature produced several 
flfot waste flakes dating from either the Neolithic period or the Bronze Age, and two 
sherds of coarse ware pottery which could have been either Iron Age or Roman. 
It can be seen from these early features that this area of Taunton was under cultivation 
before the Saxon period. 

Prior to the excavation it was thought that in the late Saxon period Cranbourne 
Street possibly continued beyond Paul Street in a westerly direction before the 
development of either Fore Street or the burgage plots, in which case it should have 
crossed the excavation. Evidence to support this theory was not found on the site, 
however, but this may have been due to large-scale clearance of early medieval de­
posits at some time in the late medieval or post-medieval period. The only feature 
that may belong to this age, or perhaps to the Saxon-Norman overlap, were two rub­
bish pits cut about 0.75m into the natural sub-soil. It can only be said at present, be­
fore a thorough study of the pottery is made, that these pits existed prior to the 
12th century. Of equal importance to the date of the pottery is the information these 
pits provided on the development of the burgage plots themselves. The larger of the 
two was dug across the line of the property boundary between Nos 5 and 6 Fore 
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Street, a good indication that it p re-dates the boundary. 
The medieval boundaries that came into existence later were not found on the 

site, which suggests they consisted of either stone walls laid on the old ground surface, 
or very shallow posts which left no trace in the sub-soil. In either case, their absence 
on the site is an indication that they were destroyed by la ter disturbances. Even with­
out the actual boundaries, however, the property lines can still be traced by pit align­
ments. A series of pits was found aligned north to south on the west side of the modern 
wall separating Nos. 7 and 8 Fore Street . The date of these pits give a lifespan to this 
boundary of more than SOO years from its origin in the 13th/ 14th centuries until 
modern times. On the east side of this wall, too, a similar line of pits was found in 
No. 7's property. On the east side of the site the property boundary between Nos. 5 
and 6 can aJso be traced by pits dating from the 13th/ 14th century to the 16th century. 
The remains of a building, which consisted of clay wall foundations and a series of 
compact floors, was also found within No. S's property. This structure too was de­
limited by the same boundary, orientated north to south, and can be dated to the 14th 
or 15th century. On the basis of the accrued evidence from both the pits and the 
building, j t can be stated with some certainty that the initial development of this 
area into burgage plots occurred sometime during the 13th century. 

Evidence for industry on the site can be seen in two properties, Nos. 7 and 8. 
This consisted of rectangular and square pits, several of which were over 3.0m deep. 
A line of three of these pits, running north to south, behind No. 7, were connected by 
shallow gullies which probably served as liquid over-flow channels. Post holes around 
the perimeter of these pits imply that there was a roof of crude construction over them, 
probably to protect them from the weather. The character of these pits and the large 
amount of cattle bones found in them, especially hooves and skulls with the horns still 
intact, seem to suggest they held solutions in which hides were tanned. Because of 
their great depth, the water-logged fills in their lower levels were conducive to the 
preservation of materials such as cloth, leather, wood, seeds, etc, which would nor­
mally not have survived. These layers have not only produced objects that provide 
us with information on the crafts of the period, such as wooden tools, dyed cloth and 
shoes, but also importa nt environmental evidence for tbe post-medieval period in 
general. 

Other evidence for the economy, environment and domestic life of the medieval 
and post-medieval inhabitants of Taunton will come from specialist studies made on 
the basis of finds from the site. A study of the bones, for instance, is crucial for infor­
mation on diet, methods of slaughter, the animals' age and state of health. Animal 
bones identified so far from the site cover a wide range, including cattle, sbeep, horse, 
pig, dog, cat, kitten and fish, both fresh water and sea varieties. The pottery from the 
site, the most important sequence of ceramics found so far in Taunton, will furnish 
an invaluable guide, not only for the present site, but also for future archaeology in 
the town. Many different types of vessels and other objects made from clay have been 
found, including both decorated and plain glazed jugs, cooking pots, a chafing dish 
and glazed ridge tiles. 

All these forthcoming specialist reports, in addition to the features found on the 
site, will be combined to form a composite picture of Taunton's past. The history of 
this particular area can then be traced in detail from a time when the rich alluvial 
flood plain of the River Tone was being cultivated, before the town's existence, 
through the medieval burgage development, and up to the town's emergence into 
the industrial revolution and beyond. (K. Markuson) 

Wells Cathedral 
Excavations continued in the Camery beside the east cloister, directed by Dr 

W. J. Rodwell, for C.R.A.A.G.S. and DoE. The earliest features were two Neolithic 
pits and a scatter of Mesolithic and Neolithic flints. Domestic debris spanning the 
Roman period indicates the proximity of a settlement and masonry building. By 
the early 8th century a Christian cemetery had been established and a chapel built, 
which was probably part of a larger minster complex. The excavations followed the 
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development of tbis cbapel tbrougb co its final demolition in 1552. 
The history of this part of the Cathedral Close is relatively well known from 

documents and all the main structural phases identified in excavation can be dated 
with confidence. In the late Saxon period the chapel, cl 1.0 x 6.5m, was dedicated 
to St Mary and stood as a detacbed structure to the east of the presbytery of the 
Cathedral. The principal eastern apse of the Anglo-Saxon cathedral has been located; 
it probably enclosed a crypt. It is now clear that the Anglo-Saxon minster/cathedral, 
which preceded the present building and was demolished by c l 195, lay obliquely 
under the area now occupied by the cloisters. 

Upon the demolition of the old cathedral the Chapel of St Mary was retained 
and incorporated in lhe new cloister layout, becoming known as the 'Lady Chapel 
by the Cloister'. The chapel underwent severa l periods of reconstruction and enlarge­
ment prior to a total rebuild in 1477-86 by Bishop Stillington. The new chapel was 
constructed on the present cathedral a lignment which differs from that of the Anglo­
Saxon building by 12•. Over 200 burials in the associated lay cemetery (8th-12th 
century) were excavated, together with some 50 burials of a medieval date, including 
priests, in the chapel. 

Wincanton, Greenway ST 718 285 
A medieval occupation layer was noted during building operations. Three 

medieval sherds, including a rim of Winchester ware. were recovered. 
(John and Rutb Keynes) 

POST-MEDIEVA L 

Bishops Hull, SS Peter and Paul Church ST 205247 
A watching brief was undertaken by C.R.A.A.G.S. in March 1979, to record 

a contractor 's cutting, about I .Sm deep and square, at the south east corner of the 
chancel. The sections showed that the natural clay lies at 0.9m from the present sur­
face. Over the natural clay, and underlying a thin topsoil, was a layer of mixed red 
and brown clay containing stone, charcoal, slate and mortar. There were no finds 
from this layer. Three or possibly four graves had been cut into the natural clay, in 
one case clearly through the mixed clay layer, while in the other two or possibly 
three cases the grave fills were identical to the mixed clay layer, suggesting that they 
were backfilled with the layer through which they were cut. Human bones were 
recovered from the graves and from the spoiJ. 1n two graves 18th century pottery 
was found, and post medieval coffin clasps and handles were found in the spoil. 

No evidence of reatures earlier than the chancel were noted. The watching br ief 
evidence suggests that the chancel was built on a Im thick make up layer which was 
cut through by later graves. Section drawings, photographs and a plan are in the 
C.R.A.A.G.S. archive. 

12 skeltons were examined for pathological evidence, 8 adults, and 4 children 
aged between under I and about 10. No serious diseases were noted, though arthritis 
was recorded on two lumber vertebrae. (Peter Ellis and Bruce Levitan, C.R.A.A.G.S.) 

Cheddar, Cheddar Moor 
(a) ST4515 5192 

Identification of a possible duck decoy on aerial photographs was confirmed on the 
ground. The site is a shallow water-filled rectangular depression with a 'pipe' leading 
off each corner. The decoy predates field ditches which are themselves earlier than 
the present pattern. 

(b) ST452 I 5245 
Checking of a second possible decoy identified a small oval 'island' feature surrounded 
by a water-filled ditch fed by now obsolete water courses at the north cast and south 
west ends of its long axis. A 'pipe' surrounded by a ditch is present in the south east 
side. This feature similarly predates the present field system. (Ann and Bob Everton) 
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Glasto11bury, Glastonbury Abbey Fishpond, Somerset ST 501386 
Jn May and June 1980 the fishpond within the precinct of Glastonbury Abbey 

was cleaned and repaired. A watching brief was undertaken, primarily to limit 
disturbance of any potentially interesting waterlogged deposits. A thin layer of 
modern rubbish, not more than 0.3m deep, was removed from the edges of the pond 
after the water level had been lowered. This rubbish layer rested on a natural clay 
Lining, suggesting that the pond had been cleaned relatively recently, possibly at the 
beginning of this century. The clay lining of the pond starts on average lm below 
the top of the pond wall, with two deeper sections 1.5m deep on the south west and 
north east sides. This may possibly indicate an earlier fisbpond or watercourse feature. 
The clay lining slopes toward the centre of the pond, which was not completely 
drained, but could be estimated as probably not less than 2.5m deep. 

The base construction of the pond sides consists or a rough wall of lias and sand­
stone blocks with some brick, set in a grey yellow gravelly mortar with black and 
white inclusions. This waJI is fairly irregularly built, and its top varies between 0.6 
and 1.2m from the top of the pond wall. About half of its circumference is offset up 
to 0.1 m, the remainder being flush with the wall above. This waJI is built in a series 
of straight not curved sections. On the south east side of the pond a semi-circle of 
two steps 2.5m wide projects 0.5m. On this underlying wall a second regular ovaJ of 
similar stone wall, set in similar but sandy mortar, completes the sides of the pond. 
At the east end a 2m brick and stone structure at the foot of the wall probably acted 
as a base for a pitching stone under the modem iron inlet pipe. No re-used Doulring 
stone from t11e Abbey was seen, aJthough the sides of the pond walling were encrusted 
in a calcareous deposit masking many of the stones. The variations from a horizontal 
p lane of the the top of the lower section, and the level of the clay lining at the pond 
edges, suggests that the upper section is a rebuilding rather than a raising of the sides. 
The presence of bricks in the lower section points to an 18th century date for the 
fishpond. The pond contains numerous freshwater mussels. (Peter Ellis) 

Highbridge, ST 313473 
A Taunton Constable's farthing trade token of 1667 was found by Mr M. 

Kimber of Nether Stowey in 1966. (S. Minnitt) 

Keynsham, St John the Baptist Church ST 654688 
A watching brief was undertaken during floor renewal at St John the Baptist 

church between May 1979 and January 1980. 18th and 19th-century crypts and earlier 
burials were noted but no features indicating an earlier structure. 

(Peter Ellis, C.R.A.A.G.S.) 

Kilve, Putsham Farm ST 14942 
18th century Donyatt sherds noted during demolition of farm. (H. J. Phillips) 

Nether Srowey , ST 192397 
A Bridgwater farthing trade token of 1666 (Williamson 48) was found in the 

garden of the George Hotel by Mr Blewitt of Coleridge Road, Nether Stowey. 
(S. Minniti) 

Rodney Stoke, ST 49655125 Probable site of Stoke Lodge 
SeveraJ hundred sherds of pottery have been collected from this site and are 

in the process of being sorted and dated. Dates range from the 15th to the 19th 
centuries with the majority dating from the 17th to the early 19th. Quantities of ti le, 
slate, glass, coaJ, brick and plaster have been found, along with meat bones bearing 
knife cuts. Metal objects include nails, buttons and a key. (Mr & Mrs C. Hollinrake) 

Steep Holm, ST 228607 
In digging a drainage channel to Lhe north of the island's main barracks buildings, 

Steve Tripp found a silver dessert spoon. It was taken for identification by Hazel 
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Burns, the Treasurer of the Kenneth Allsop Trust. The spoon carries the monogram 
'JS' (possibly ' IS') and was made by George Smith of London in 1778-79. It has been 
placed on loan in the Woodspring Museum, which holds the island's other relics. 

(Rodney Legg) 

Stoke St Mary, Haydon Farm ST 254 239 
Spoil from Hawkes Yard, East Reach, Taunton was dumped here. 18th-century 

and some medieval pottery was noted. (H. J. Phillips) 

Wiveliscombe, Nunnington Park ST 090 271 
Ploughing of the Roman fort produced only a post medieval shcrd of Donyatt 

type. (H. J. Phillips) 

Tidal Fish Weirs, West Somerset (Fig. 10) 
Aerial photography bas revealed numerous tidal fish weirs between Porlock Bay 

and Lilstock. The weirs are usually well down the beach towards the low water mark 
of a medium tide (OS I : l0560) and consist of two lengths of boulder walling which 
converge, usually near a right angle, on the seaward side. At their apex most weirs 
have a small gap but there are examples of narrow out-turned channels. The average 
length of these low walls is between 100m and 200m although the longest wall plo1ted 
from the aerial photographs is approximately 400m. They are rarely more than I .Sm 
high. The construction varies between long Lines of heaped up beach boulders to the 
use of drystone walling techniques. These latter include rubble filling between two 
low retaining walls, and walls built on a spinal principle where a single wall is buttressed 
continually along its length, on one or both sides, with boulder heaps. 

The western limit of these features is on Gore Point, on the west side of Porlock 
Bay, where there is a group of fourteen weirs. The greatest concentration, however, 
is between Minehead and Blue Anchor where the gradually shelving shore gives a 
greater horizontal tidal range. East of Watchet they appear more sporadically and 
none were recorded further east than Lilstock. 

The feature at Lilstock differs from other fish weirs in as far as it is a single, low 
walled division across a large tidal pool. This feature was not recorded from aerial 
photography and it is possible that other divisions of tidal pools occur in the areas 
east of Watchet where no fieldwork has been undertaken. 

To the west of Madbrain Sands, a t Minehead, part of a fai rly wide trackway, 
cleared through the boulders, led from a group of weirs back up the beach. This 
feature is only partially visible, being in places completely covered by large stones 
and boulders. It is reasonable to expect further trackways to occur where areas of 
large boulders make access to and from the weirs difficult. Part of this work is 
based upon a survey initially undertaken for C.R.A.A.G.S. 

(Richard McDonnell. C.R.A.A.G.S.) 

Yeovil, Mudford Road, ST 554 150 
Excavation of grave disturbed by digging trench for water pipe; 2 skeletons 

(upper one disturbed) of males aged about 40, 5'8" and 5' 6½" in he.ight, buried in 
coffins (iron nails surviving) one on top of the other, in a grave carefully dug into 
the natural limestone. Dated by a clay tobacco pipe bowl with maker's mark JD 
(possibly John Duey in Bath in late 17th century). A plague burial on Lower Stone 
Farm in 1698. Photographs and clay pipe in Yeovil Museum, skeletons reburied in 
situ. (L. C. Hayward) 

INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

Exmoor, Wheal Eliza Mine SS 785 381 (Fig. 11) 
A survey of the surviving remains of the mine, active between 1845 and 1857, 

was undertaken for the Exmoor National Park by I. Burrow and J . Dowson. The 
mine was fi rst worked for copper, then iron. 
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Fig. JO. Tidal Fish Weirs, West Somerset. 
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Various trial adits were dug before two main shafts were dug to an eventual 
depth of some 300 feet (91 m), pumped out by machinery powered from a waterwheel 
on the south sid~ of t~e river. This was power~d by two !eats running back up the 
va:lley. The massive ta1lrace may have been designed to prevent pondfog back of the 
River Barie. (J. Burrow) 

VERNACULA R ARCHITECTURE 

South Avon 
R. Gilson recorded four houses in this area. Three were in Winford · Powdermill 

F~rrn, Regil Farm, Regilbury Fann. The fourth, West End Farm at 
1

Barton near 
Wmscombe, has smoke blackened true crucks. Full copies of R. Gilson's notes and 
drawings are deposited in Somerset Record Office and RCHM, London. 

Somerset 
The la~ge number of traditional bu_ildfogs examined and recorded throughout 

the county in the last twelve months, which have been filed in the Somerset Record 
Office_, is too great to list in detail. The following summarizes some of the more in­
ter_es_tmg aspects of the outcome of fieldwork by Ron Gilson and Commander E. H . D. 
Williams. 

Murals 
Honeysuckle Cottage, Williton (ST 081 412), is a typical smaJI medieval hall 

Fig. 12. Sketch or mouldings at Honeysuckle Cottage, Williton, compared with a more 
standard example. 

Run out of moulded ceiling beam at Honeysuckle Cottage. 
Usual run out to the arris of a moulded ceiling beam. 

house which, like so many, was 'modernized' in the 17th ceutury, but it has two re­
markable features: the timber framed wattle and daub partition at the upper end of 
the ball has fragmentary remains of a pre-I 7th century mural in which stars and the 
sun (?) feature with numerous other objects of uncertain nature, and some of the 
ground floor ceiling beams inserted in the 17th century, which are re-used from a late 
medieval house of quality, have a (so far) unique type of stop to the moulding (Fig. 
12). Although surviving murals are rare, especially of this date, the wide distribution 
of known examples suggests lhey must have been quite common, others being in the 
parishes of Meare, Somerton, High Ham and .Brompton Ralph. At Dillington Farm 
stonework inside the hall windows shows signs of having been painted. 

Timberframed Construction 
At Chilliswood Farm, Trull (ST 199 220), damage due to severe frosts last winter 

necessitated removal of rougbcast from the walls of a wing added in the 17th century; 
this revealed close studded timberframing on the upper floor above a rubble base. 
The 19th century facade of the King's Head Hotel, Wells (ST 550 456), and of No. 12 
Fore Street, Taunton (ST 228 244), have replaced I 6th/ 17th century jettied timber-
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framed front walls. Tbere must be many more examples of such alterations hiding 
or replacing timberframing wllich is so rarely seen today. 

Medieval Occupation of Exmoor 
It is popularly tho ught that habitation o f Exmoor is o f relatively late date, which 

is true of the higher ground ; but tile rive r valleys have been settled since medieval times 
as evidenced by West Nethercote, Winsford (SS 874 362), which retains part o f its 
jointed cruck roof and a shouldered doorframe dating it to not later than c l 500. 
It is the first cruck building to be recorded in the heart o f the moor. Edbrooke, Wins­
ford (SS 911 342), is a 15th century house in which is re-used part o f an earlier jointed 
cruck roof of face-pegged type. The latter not only extends the distribution of face­
pegged crucks well to the west of previous known examples but a lso provides cvidenc~ 
for a type of roof structure similar to that found at the Old Rectory, West Camel. 

Old Rectory, West Camel ST 579 245 
This roof has no known parallel in South West England ; the true cruck trusses 

have a random mixture of continuous and extended blades of wbicb tbe apices are 
joined by small yokes, the unusual feature being tha t this is supported on king struts, 
a feature not previously found in association with cruck roofs. The king struts a re 
braced longitudinally to the ridge, which is what provides the link with Edbrooke 
where the reused ridge has empty mortices in its soffit, which can only have served to 
house braces to a king post or struL An early 14th century date is considered probable 
for West Camel. 

Cruck Distribution 
As reported in the Avon section, the discovery of another cruck building in 

south Avo n at Portishead is a further contributio n towards infilling the distribution 
gap between the many hundreds of orucks to the south of Mendio and those in south 
Gloucestershire. 

Curing Chambers 
A comparative study of curing chambers in south Devon and Somerset has shown 

that whilst there is a general resemblance between the two they do diffe r in layout. 
The former are larger and sited behind the hearth in contrast to the siting o f the latter 
beside the hearth. There is a wide area of transition, the 'Somerset ' types to the west 
of Ta unto n being larger than average (see PSANHS 1976, 57), whilst two examples 
of the 'Devon' type have beeo identified at Fursdon's, Langford Budville (ST 115 
236) and at ChilLiswood Farm, Trull (ST I 19 220). L. F. J. Walrond has recently drawn 
attention to an example in west Wiltshire (near Bath) but they still remain to be 
identified in north Somerset (south Avon). (E. H . D. Willia ms & R. G. Gilson) 

Clare Austin reports o n the work of the Somerset and South Avon Vernacular 
Buildings Research Go up. New members are welcome. 

Small Early 17th Century Collages 
A distinctive type bas been recorded at Bradford-on-Tone, West Monkto n a nd 

Haselbury Plucknett. Jt comprises 2 rooms with only the la rge heated, with entry 
door on the front wall alongside the chimney. 

Central Cross Passage Plans 
Also of the early 17th century, these have been noted at Drayton {Langpo rt) 

and Long Load (Martock). These a re houses of some quality, frequently associated 
with outshuts including slingbrace construction in the roofing. 

Other Buildings 
A base cruck was recorded at Bridge Farm, West Bradley (ST 552 363), and 

traces of a medieval structure were found incorporated in 16th-l 7th century work at 
Rimpton Manor (ST 609 218). 



The Royal Commission on Historic Monuments (England) have submilled the following list of buildings recorded during 1979 of which records have 
been received. Copies of the records arc available at the RCHM and at the County Record Office. Taunton. The initials of the contributors are: 
CA Claire Austin: EHDW EHD Williams: RdeZH Sir Robert Hall ; RGG RG Gilson 
Ashi/1, Tltfckthorne Manor ST 330168 Brick and stone house; late 16-early 17C: Report. EHDW 

c. 1700 addition and re-fronting 
Bathea/ton, Bathealton Cour1 ST 078243 

Becki11gto11, The Cedars (formerly The Horsemons) 
ST 800519 

Church Hill. Glebe Cottage ST 801517 
The Grange ST 801517 

The Old Manse ST 801518 
Bickno/ler, Yard Farmhouse ST 10638 I 
Bridgwater, West Quay No. 18, The Lions 

Brondll'ay, Yatford Farmhouse ST 322155 

Castle Cary, Lower Cockhill Farm ST 62S312 

Chedzoy, Court Farmhouse ST 340375 

Old Clu1·e, Chidgley, Chidglcy Hill Farm 
ST 048364 

£. Coker, Holywell Cottage ST 529133 
Nash Priory ST 538138 
Whites Cottage ST 541123 

West Coker, Camp. Collages at, ST 524143 
Combe Florey. The Old Forge ST 161304 

Creech St. Micltael, Adsborough ST 278293 
Langaller Manor ST 268268 

Croscombe, Parsonage Farmhouse ST 592442 

Curry Ri11e/, Water Street. The Cottage ST 388253 
Do11yo11, Horseys ST 339140 

Emborouglt, Old Gore Collage ST 621516 
Exford. Higher Thorne SS 843384 

Luckesses Farm SS 844390 
Yealscombe SS 840391 

Fivelteod, Cathanger Farm and Gatehouse 
ST 342229 

Swell. Collage at ST 367233 

Hardi11gto11 Ma11devi/le, Kingswood Farmhouse 
ST 494092 

Hase/bury P/11ck11ett, Brook Farmhouse 
ST 473111 

Thatchcombe (formerly Honeysuckle Cottage) 
ST 472111 

The Vicarage ST 474107 
Himo11 St. George. Tells Farm ST 419125 

Stone; large house; early ISC: late ISC and 
and mid l9C alterations and additions 
Stone house; mid l7C 

Stone semi-detached house; early l5C 
Stone; part of house; early l6C: l7C 
alterations 
Stone house: 17C 
Stone house; c. 1500; l7C addition 
Brick house; cl730: early 19C addition: 
built by Benjamin Holloway 
Stone house; early l7C: later brick re­
fronting 
Stone (formerly cob?) house: late medieval : 
l6C. l7C and l8C alterations 
Cob and ~tone house; early l7C: ISC partial 
rebuilding and later additions in brick 
Stone house; cl600: partially rebuilt l9C 

Stone house: l7C 
Stone house; l9C; incorporating cl400 remains 
Stone house: medieval/early l6C; later 
converted to 2 dwellings 
Stone: six houses; cl760-1825 
Stone house; late l4C; l6C and l7C 
alterations and additions 
Stone house; late l6C: l7C addition 
Stone house; early ISC 
Stone; part or house: early IGC: later 
additions 
Stone house: cl600 
Stone house: medieval/early l6C; later 
additions 
Stone house; mid l7C 
Stone house; l7C 
Stone house: early 17C; l9C addition 
Stone house; l7C; later additions 
Stone house and gatehouse; mid l6C: I HC 
alterations 
Stone house; l5C: l6C l7C a nd later 
alterations 
Stone house: l8C? 

Stone house; mid l6C: later addition 

Stone house; l5C 

Stone house; late 16C: ISC alterations 
Stone housc;late l6C; late l7C alterations 
and addition 

Report. plans. RCH M 

Report, plans. EH DW 

Report. plans, sections, details. EHDW 
Report. plans, sections, details. EHDW 

Report , plans. elevations. EHDW 
Report, plans. EHDW 
Report, photos, plans. RCH M 

Report, photos. plans, details. CA & RdeZH 

Report. photos. plans. sections. RC HM 

Report, plans. EH DW 

Report. plans. EHDW 

Report, plans. elevations, details. RGG 
Report. plans sections, elevations details. RGG 
Report, plans. elevations. RGG 

Report, photos. plans. CA and RdcZH 
Report, plans. sections.elevations, details. EH DW 

Report, plans. EHDW 
Report, plans, sections. EHDW 
Report. plans, sections. EHDW 

Report, plans. EH DW 
Report. plans. RGG 

Report, plans. EHDW 
Report, plans. EHDW and RGG 
Report. plans. EH DW 
Report , plans. EHDW and RGG 
Report, photos. CA and RdeZH 

Report, plans, sections. elevations, details. 
EHDW 
Report, plans. CA and RdeZH 

Report. photos. plans. CA and RdeZH 

Report. photos. plans. CA and RdeZH 

Report, photos, plans. CA and RdeZH 
Report. plans, elevations. RGG 
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/1111i11s1er W/1110111, Dlllinglon Farm ST 375153 

1/1011, llrord, Broughtons Fa.rmhouse ST 367177 
Isle Abbous, Ashford Old Farmhouse ST 356190 

Broadfield Farm 
Lmigporr, Cheap Street, Virginia House 

ST 418267 
Marston Magno, House (in Main Street) 

ST 594226 
Mllverto11, The Fort ST 121258 

Rocklyn ST 125259 

Montarme, BishopSton, No J I ST 496172 
M11c/1elney, Dairy House ST 441238 
Nmlecombe, Huish Barton ST 053386 

Norro11 Sr. Pl,i/ip. The Plain ST 773559 
Oare, Yenworthy Farm SS 807488 

Norrh Peilterron, West Newton, Ma.nor Farmhouse 
ST 288292 

Pi/ton, Cockmill Farm ST 598388 

Pirm/lmer, Lowton, Leigh Hill Gale ST 189177 
East Q11011toxliead, Nos. 43 and 45 Ducks Puddle 

ST 138430 
Sampford Brelf, The Old Rectory ST 087402 
Seavingto11 Sr. Michael, Swan Thatch ST 410152 

Se/wood, Grandon Manor Farm ST 801464 

Lo11g S,111011, Knole Cottage ST 483251 
Upton, Garlands ST 457268 

Tmmro11, Kingsion Road, Wellspring House 
ST 224264 

Lyngford, Manor Farm Cottage and Tudor 
Cottage ST 232263 

Tl'IIII, Ch.illiswood Farm ST 199220 
Wells, The Market Place, The New Works 

WltitesttJ1111ton, Rectory Cottage ST 282105 
Wi/1(1011, Doniford Farmhouse ST 098429 

Willlton Hospital ST 082414 
Wi11sford, Thorn Collage and Winn Collage 

SS 908348 
West Nethcrcore SS 874362 

Stone house; late 17C; rebuilding of ea.rlier 
house 
Stone house: 1710: remodelling of earlier house 
Cob and stone house; 15C 
Stone house;late I 7C: later alterations 
Stone house; 17C 

Stone; part of house; bacon curing chamber; 
cl 600. 
Slone house: l7C; incorporating earlier 
masonry 
Stone and limber-framed house; early 17C: 
later 17C addition 
Stone house: 17C 
Cob house: late medieval: I 7C alterations 
Stone house; 16C; 17C addition and partial 
rebuilding in brick 
Stone house; early 18C 
Stone house; 16C? early 17C addit ion: 
19C alterations. 
Stone house; 17C; incorporating medieval 
timber-framing 
Cruck, stone house; 15C; partially rebuill 
17C/18C 
Stone house: 1609: 1738 cob addition 
Stone house; late 15C/16C 

Stone house: late medieval ; 18C addition 
Stone house; late l6C; heightened and 
o utshot added later 
Stone house; la1e l7C: incorporating part 
of late 15C house 
Stone house; early 16C; c l600 addition. 
Stone house; 16C; partially rebuilt 17C 
Stone house; c l600 17C cob and 19C 

additions 
Slone and cob house; late medieval; laler 
converted to 2 dwellings 
Stone house; 16C; l7C and 19C additions 
Stone terraced houses; mid ISC, 18C and 
later allerations 
Stone house; early 16C 
Stone house; e t SOO: 17C additions 
Stone workhouse; 1839 
Stone; pair of semi-detached houses: 
17C/18C 
Stone house; late 15C; 16C addition 

Report , plans. EHDW 

Report, plans. EH DW 
Report. plans. CA and RdeZH 
Report. photos, plans. RCH M 
Report, plans. EHDW 

Report, plans, sections, details. EH DW 

Report, plans. EHDW 

Report, plans, details. RGG 

Report, plans. elevations, details. RGG 
Report. plans, details. EHDW 
Report , plans. BHDW 

Report, plans. EHDW 
Report. plans. EHDW and RGG 

Report, plans, sections EHDW 

Repon, plans, elevations EH DW 

Reporl, plans. EHDW 
Report, plans, sections, detai ls. EHDW 

Rcporl, plans. EH DW 
Report, plans sections. RGG 

Report, plans. EHDW 

Report, photos, plans. CA and RdeZH 
Report, plans. EHDW 
Report, plans. EHDW 

Report, plans, details. EHDW 

Report, plans. EHDW 
Report , plans, elevations, details. Somerset C.C. 

Report, plans, detai ls. RGG 
Report, plans, eleva1ions. EHDW 
Report, photos, plans. Somerset C.C. 
Report, plans. EHDW 

Report. plans. details. EHDW 
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