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THE TOWN 

Brutun. an a11rac.:1ivc smal l town in the cast of S0111crse1 Oil the 1iver 13rue. 1Vas origina lly 
part of a royal estate of the Saxon kings. The town was dominated for 400 years by the 
Augu~1 ini.1n Priory. l"rom its founda1io11 by the ivlohun fa mily in 1142 unt il the Di,solution: 
it on ly enjoyed its status or Abbey for the few years be1wcen 1511 and 1539. Subsequc11 1ly 
the manor wns granted 10 the lkrkt: ley fomily. 

13ruton Im~ lo11g been known a:; ,111 impurt.in1 mcmbcr of the grou p of towns, famous for 
1hcir rroduc1ion of woollen cloth in the medieva l and pos1-111cdicva l period. Indeed a l'ulling 
mill. Combe t\·lill. was esiablished in 13rutoll as early as the late IJLh century and another in 
Pitcombe (Ga111·s Mill) l'ollowed soon after. In the 16th a nd 17th centu ries. the town had 
important benefactors. Richard Fitzjarm:s. Bishop or L<)ndon. and ot hers endowed u school 
in 1519 \\'hich lata bcc:rmc King"s School: the core ol'onc of the o rigin.i i building~ survive~ 
as Old School on I he opposi te side oft he river from the town. Hugh Sexey. who was auditor 
lo Queen Elizabeth I, died in 16 19 and left money to found a Hospital in Bruton. Sexcfs 
Hospital \\"ilS co111plc1ed in 1629 and is still the largcs1 build ing in Lhc High St reet. II inclucks 
a chapel a nd almshouses built round a quadrangle. 

13ru1011 is considered to have been a medieval planned town (2). It has a simple st reet 
layou1 (fig I) with the one High St reet running parallel to and above 1hc river on its 11or1h 
side. wi1h at one time a markcl al the cast end. The church and the si1e of the former Priory 
:m· located across the river to the south. There is nothing left of the Prio ry bui ldings except 
tlw high rnouastcry wall. From the High Street. regularly spaced a lleyways ca lled Bartons 
lead beneath and between the houses and steeply d(J\\' ll to the river. 

T HE HOUSES 

Fifty four houses in the 1own have been listed as being of urchitcctura l or historic interest. 
Some fourl cen buildings (lig Y) h:1ve been surveyed as:, representative sample of the older 
houses (J). four of which have been tree-ring dated. all to the mid-li flccn lh cent my (4). Most 
of the houses in the sample lie on the High Street or its eastward extension. Patwell Street. 
which curves clown to the bridge across the Brue. 

Generally houses in Bruton arc buil t with 1heir roofs parallel to the s1n:et. one room deep. 
the most l"rcqucnt ly found 1ype being of the two-room central-entry pl:u1. with or without an 
origina I rear wing (seven out o f the Iota I of f ourieen). There a re two long jell ied ranges. both 
111L1ch the same size and both of the mid to late 15th century. Of the remainder. three arc o f 
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incgu lar plan f'orm l':lllin g i111 no obvious ca lcgory nn I 1hcrc is one example which ma y be 
1hc r ·nrnins of :1 3- room cros.- pussagc h use with a gabl d win, facing 1hc st reet. Half ur 
:11npk arc built {or refaced) in t nc. the o ther ha lf having. tone uck and side walls with 

timber fronts. 5 with surviving j ·uics. 

r,,.o Uoo111 Cemral £111r.1· P/011 (lig 2). Two room face the st reet wi th ;1 ccrnr,11 en trance 
pa ag between: on on.: side an unhe,1t.::d -hop wi th :i cellar b low. on the Olher a living­
kitchcn. Houses of this typi:: arc surpri ·i ngly consisten t in layou t. rc~:1 rdlc: · date. S1~1ir ar • al 

lhc back on the dome. tic idc und ce ll ars arc di rect ly ucccssetl from the back y.ird or g 1rdcn . 
Nn: 7 und 9 l'arw II trc ·t udj< i11 an I .ire tyrical of 1h · :nnl lcr houses in this carcgo ry: 

ho rh ha\'C parlour wing: :it the rear a !lied at lliffcrcnr rimc:s . 11 1 has a jettied timber lirsl 
no r. 11()\\' undcrbuih i 11 l011C. and r io r timber: vi rtua lly idc111i cHI l o tho·c in other Hi gh 
. 1 re ·t houses that ha vc been tree-ring dated 10 the mid 151 h cc,nu 1·y. Roo fs in these 

uildings. us her . huvc 1ic-beu111 and col lar trusses. borh collars and ties markedly c.1mbered. 
an I hav two butt purlins each sid.: wi th one tier ofwi1 dbrace:. There seem li ttle doubt that 
1hb i. 11 mid 15th century house. Nu 7 has ·1 stone :.latcd ro f and ·1 tone front -bowing no 
evidence fa j.:lly. The house ha: . ever.ii cur ly features. some cam ered beams wi th deep 
holl w ·lwmft>rs und tw t n prcs. cd four-cen tr~· archc lircplaccs which show me 
. ign. r having been rcsc1. possibly from elsewhere. S me f the roof 1im er 100 arc rcu·cd . 
If these ,ll'C addi1i ns. lhey may hav • come fro m the demolished Abbey buildings after the 
Dis:olution. The house wa~ prohubly built in the I.ire l61h ce 111ury. 
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7111' Id Rr •wt•!)' Hnu · ·. High Si r ·t. i!- a much larger house with 1he same 1wo-roo111 plan 
htil \\'llh a fa r wider en1rance pa •. age. he re lined wi1h thin anclled pan i1ion . lnstc:id of a 
. h p. the commercial side ha~ an et gan1 Jm:obcan pandle bu ine·s room wi1h a 1~•pi -~ii 
cu rly da sic; tl arcaded 1imber 0 1• rma 111 cl :ibove .i large s1 ne firep lace fig 3 . The room 
again lws a cellar b~ low. 11 01 only acccssi l le from 1hc garden bu t nl o from wi thin th • house. 

11 the cl llll.-Slic side ol't h • pa.:-agcway i · a large kitchen and a s1;1irc.iS<.' .i ncl. behind. a la ter wing. 
n 1l1e s1rce1 rro111 there ;1n.· l'olo 111 n1kkd stone rnullionc I ll'indows. a wide ovolo moulded 

c111ra11ce arch :ind. ab l'C th c111ru11 ·c. a rom1cr oriel windoll'. nly 1h corbclk-d :; upponing 
brackc1 110w rcm:lining. It : ~ms dear 1hu1 the wine entrance p•1ssal!.c ll'U.' for 1hc comings and 
going. of the u·udc. alloll'ing act:ess i'r 111 the High Street to the '.\ lCn ivt: tr.1de buildings Lh a1 once 
sirc tchcd down the plot from l hc house 10 1h back lane . Lower Back W:1 y. 

Al though in the I ' th cc1Hury lhe prcmi.cs were used fo r a mal ting and br wery and in 11 c 
I th l"o r the silk trade. it is pr b:1hlc that 1he hou t: was original I~• built~ r a wc:i lthy ·lo1hic . 

d'oining the hou;; Ii s S . ey's Ho pital. built in 1629. Th fi r~pl:1ecs 1hcre arc replicated in 
the Id Brewery House and it s~cms certain that the house and the Ho pi1al were coev:11 and 
formed rHrl of one devclop1111:111 by Hugh Sc.\cy. 

Tltt: th ree rerm1ining 2-room e 11 1ral ent ry hous1:s in ou r . ample a ll hnvc original wings . 
No J High trcl'I' . n 0 1v the Phar111:1cy and Chemist. had its ki 1 hen in the wing. o rigi nal! • 

wi 1 h a smoke b:1 ~'- Th e house w:1s upgru dcd i 11 the I St h ec11111r. when i1 wa: rcrrontc l in I he 
,corgi an manner. The rro 111 ningc I, \\'t:Vcr retains i1s o rigin al ro r tim be rs which ;1 r th • 

·a me as 1hos · in no 9 Patwell S1rec1 and dnt e the origins or the hou ·c to the mid - to I.i t-· 15th 
ce ntury. Al the back or 1h · ounyard. 1hcrc is a sma ll stone building wit h a jc11 icd li mber 
fi r:t n ,r. probab ly of lh l 1h cc111ury judging hy the style r 1he jelly. It purpo · · i 
unknown. b I it makes a cc ra1ive end 10 1he yard as . cen from 1he hou e. L 11er. oth ·r 
,1ddi1 ion filled the gap bc tw en this build ing and the hou ·c. 

The rcur wing orno 7 1 li<•h 1r •1 once e:xtcndcd runhc from th h USl" . its end wall n w 
rebui lt. The wing is the oldest pan of the hou~c. 1ht: gr und n or r om wi1h u framed cei li ng 
und tone arched Ii rep lace. probably or the la te l 61 h or early 17t h century. The front or the 
h use wi th the shop ;\n ! cell ar was r built. l crlw ps in 1hc 18 th e111ury when the ccnt rn l 
pas·ugcway wa s used as a ccss to l t:i gcs a l the rear . c:1llccl c llcc li \'c ly The Sq11;1rc . 

The Ill clwul Hems· is si tuat ed :o u1h of the river·. the nly 11 • or our sampk nc 1 0 11 th • 
ma in s1rcc1 of the 1a11·n , It is 1101 rea lly a norm al 1ow11 ho use. being bL1ih as a schoo l in the 
early 16th century. Neverth lcs ·. it ·1ill ,1dheres 10 1hc same plan of two rooms and ccn1rnl 
nrry wi th a rc::ir w mg. In th is c:isc the win,g was 1h ~choolmasicr"s quarters and has :i 

<- 1·56 M -. 

T/mbe, Ovennanlet Mouldings 

Fi~. 3 TI1c . Ill llrc,-.·ry lloUSc. Uu, inc» l'urlour Fircplt1cc 
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1i repl;1ce and a possible garderohc in 1he corner. The fron1 rnnge has a ha ll wi1h a framed 
ceiling and cellar below a nd. on the other side of the passage. the schoolroom. The build ing 
w;1s extended considerably in the 17th .1 11d 18th ccntuiies and the big Ha ll adjoining wa~ 
added in 1hc 19th century. The roof ~tructurc is virt ually ide111ica l with 1hc mid to late 15th 
c;;•ntury houses tkscribed a bove. 

Nns ~ and 11 High S trN·t ( 1101\' two shops but originally one house). T here is a two-bay 
roof. the s1ructun: simila r tO 1ha1 in other dated houses and the: house is therefore assumed to 
l1c of the mid 10 late 15th century. The bay spacing is wider than in the o ther houses and a 
survivingjo\\'lccl post in the f"ront timber wall indicates 1hat the house w.is possi bly jct tied. in 
line wi 1h st1·uc1urcs fo und elsewhere in Bruton. 

Cunri111w11s .le11_r Ranges (fi g 4) :ire conspicuous 0 11 the south side o r the High Street. one 
:1bout 21m/70ft long. 1he other some 1Sm/60ft long. Buil1 parallel 10 the street. their long. 
roofs make u marked contrast 10 the g.:nernlity 01· smaller build ings. In both cases roof 
t russcs a re of similnr spacing a ncl tl1.:i r roof" structures arc virt ua lly identical. 801 h ha ve stone 
rear walls. stone encl walls .incl je11icd 1i111ber fronts: bo1h a rc or 1wo sto reys with la rge a11ic 
~paces ;1nd with cellars approached from 1he lower ga rden level. 1301 h ha ve later wings either 
:1dded or rebuilt. The chief" po ints or dilTcrence between the two buildings lie in the 
subdivisions between tc1wncics wi thin them a nd in the 1reatment or their focaclcs. 

Nos 16 and 18 High S trcCI. T he present division bc1wcen 1he two houses seems 10 have 
bt:cn origina l. judging from 1he location ol" stairs and li replaces. No 18 has a rebuill wi ng 
which conta ins 1 he siairs a nd second Ii replace. Fi rcrlaces in no 16 a re or good q uali 1y stone 
with depressed four centrec1 lintels. one with a stone ma ntelshelr. 

T here is li11lc doubt that the ground lloor rooms were shops (as now) \\'ith living 
accom moda tion on the upper noors where the firep laces are located . No obvious traces oi 
ki td 1e11s sun·ive: they may haw b.:cn in wings since demo lished or rebuilt. 

Th,· attic SlOrey has only one cross wall and the cellar only extends benea th no 18. 
support ing the conclusion 1ha1 the r resenl sub-division into two was intended from the 
o u1se1. Cro~s part itions arc o f studding with pa irs o r conspicuously curved icnsion braces. 
The timber first lloo r fro n1 wall rests on thcjeu y wi th jowled posts supporting the lie-beams. 
T ies. posts a nd tlwir jowls arc a ll nea tly chamfered and gi ve the imr,rcssion or a high-cl.1ss 
buildi ng. The roor stnic1urc is the same as in the 1-room houses described above a nd has 
been de11d ro-da1ed to a precise felling da1c or the spring o r 1454. 

Priory Housr (now incorporating 110 36 High St reet ). The continuous jelly is unclerbuilt in 
stone. its encl walls project on carved stone c:orhels and the front elevation is punctuated by a 
central corbel. a lso curved. looking like the end of a central cross wa ll (fig 5). No stone cross 
wall e.\is1s 1nllay a t any level. but the clo~<.: sr acing or the two centra l roof 1rus~cs suggcsis 
1hat i1 was an o riginal feature. The ca rvings on 1hc corbels consist or varim1s grotesque 
a nima ls. a coa t or arms or the M ohun ramily ;rnd a rebus of Prior He111on ( 1448- 1498). a hen 
on a barrel o r tun. 

When the central cross wa ll was removed (assuming i1 was ever built) the resultant single 
unit building is thought 10 have been used as a town h,dl and a <.:0ur1roo111 (5). A ·Market 
Hall" was buil t on the north side o r the street in I 6S.:l (plaque). la ter the .-.·lasonic Ha ll. Priory 
House has three ground iloor fircrlaces. symctrically d isposed (;ill now wit h modern 
rcplucemcnts) and llic grou nd lloo r has a framed ceiling adapted to fo rm recta ngular panels 
th roughout the k nglh or the bui ldi ng. the bea ms moulded in 1hc la te 15th century manner. 
The latera l stack and a fo rmer doorway. reached by external steps from the rea r. suggcsl the 
use of the central space as a court room. 

In the e:trly IS1h century. the cast end ol" the build ing was converted i1110 a ge111 ry house 
with added wings. high qua lity panell ing and fi ll ings. Consricuous over the pa rlour fireplnce 
is a line I S1h century landsca pe pain ting i11corpor:11ed in the pa nell ing. 



116 S11111ersl'I Arduwolo,'r 011d Nm11ral Jlixwrr . 1996 

r, 

lonq 5ectiori 

1A b ,\, ~Al is 
I-St Floe~ 

• 

Cella 

I 
I 

•I I 
h t • 

J~1 ,, I I 
- _..j. I - • • - - .l ---i 

14 "" 

T,F 
.. .. 

.... 

Nc,s IG & 18 - C o s s $ e c t ion 

•s' lo 1s 110 11sn 

Nos. I 6 & 16 H I G H S T R f f T Sc i, I • for Cro• 
Sections 

i. I I 
I 

- ... "c,;,-:i',7- Je tt" -.. co,,,;:, / - ~ • l _.-. -

I, .ci ! h 1, Ii li 11 L,. r~ 
C roi.,nd FI oo, 

0 

No lb,FircplaceX 

,1. I I O I , 4 
's O I 110 

PR I ORY HOUSE 

P,io,'1 House 
Be · .,, delall A 

Sto.r, • 

,e 1r2 :,.; . 

?O I 30 1.ao l=T 

Scc1/e fo, Plans 

BRU TO N TOWN HOUSES 
CO NTINUO US JET1Y RAl'IGES 

Cell a,. 

P ion,1 Ho. ~ CYoH Sedion 

Fig. ~ Bnnon Town I l .iusc,. C11111 i11 11 11, jelly RanJ,?c,. 



Same Bm10 11 Toirn 1/011.rr•,1· 127 

+-

~~~-::·::,=:.:,, .. e 
tiJL 
er~ 

Fig. 5 Priory l-l ou,~. rronl clc l'a1ion 

lrn•gulor P/(111.1· (fig 6 
The four rema ining houses i11 our .amrlc ha ve different pla ns rrom 1hc above groups. 
Hit hough 1hrcc or 1h c howc:: have similar 151 h cc111ury s1ructu rc . . 

No .1 I 1-1 igh ._ I rl' C' I has a parlour t:ro. s-wing presenting u gublcd I imbcr jc t li ed end 10 the 
street. no\\' unckrbu ilt. The otht:r\\'isc stonr.: buil1 l10us • consists of a 2.-b,iy hull and c111rnnc:c 
passage wi th a : tai r turrcl i l l 1hc bilc k. Th is wns probabl y ii tr.idiLi onal 3-room. CI'O$~-passagc 
house which has lost it s serv ice end 10 the cast. 

T imber· rramcd partitions h:1vc stra ight tension braces and tht: main range rnof over 1h c 
h,ill has tic-and t:ollar tru sses yield ing :1 rcllin g dal e of the winter· or 1453/4 (the sum~ 1s nos 
16 & IS High S11·cct). The cross wing has 1wo remaining ,1rch-brncCJd trusses with unusual 
1hickl: ni11g o r the p1·i11 t: ipals a l the anc., and curved braces above th e collar . 

In 1hc cdlii r of' the cross-wi ng lhcrl' i: u much earl ie r beam and one surv iv ing brace. (fig 7) 
clcn<lro-cl iJ tecl to cl295. a remarkahk date l'o r the original huu~e. Thi: struct11re. : 11pport ing 
the fl oor of tl1c earlier hou se. has squares cti on timbers and an earl • scarf-joi n1 ol' a kn own 
131 h/141 h cent u 1·y type (s played u nd la bled wi 1h undersquinted a bu1111er11s). 

No 41 Hil,!h S1n'CI. The irrcgulur plan shape suggests !11.11 1he house was formerly 1wo 
scrarnt · dwellings wi th l l thick stone wa ll bt:twccn them. The ca t pun fo rmerl y had a gable 
fa cing the SI rect (n ow gone) while t hc wes t pa rt has a narrower span. it : roof lying pa ra I le i I o 
1he street . Both ro ) Is ha1•c 1ic-a11d rn ll ar trusses ll' ith fo rmer windb race., probal ly late 151h 
o r early 16th cent111·y. At li rs1 lloor level or thc cast r a n a Lie-bea m (T4) ha remarka ble 
painted ch evron patterns fig S) in red. wh ite and grc·c11 wi th zi g-zag black line: ;1 nd tiny 
lkurs-de-lis: (chevron pancrns of the 16th centllry have been recorded in Es~cx (6) and at 11 0 \ 

Catherine St reet, Exeter) . This ornamentation suggests 1ha1 the upper r-oom ,1•,1s the prim:ipiil 
chamber. it ha. nn added 16th century fi replace. The room below was a shop nnd the kitchen nl 
1hc b,Kk till lw. u h1 rgc lat ' rni stack and :, s1onc-sla tcd roof. 77,e west from ro m has H f'n11ned 
ceiling a nd inserted 17 th cc111ury fir ·plm:c: the buck room 11•us added in 1hc 18th century. 

No: 20 and 24 High Strccl. The 1·cm:i i11ing I uilding~ come las1 in this secti on being th e 
most dilT1 c: ul1 to i111crprcl. No 20 is a small infill structu re hc1wccn nos I. ' ;117(1 :?4 a nd the 
la11 c1· incorporn1cs .111 exu:llcn1 cxumplc of a 15th c:cnlllry shop Iro n, in the wing. The wh ole 
rro111 range or no 24. shown ha1ch ed on plan lig 6). wa s rcbuih in the 19th century . Nu 24 is 
.in !.-shaped buil ling. it s rebuilt front rnngc ,dong the l-ligh Street with a pa ssagewny 
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bc11ca1h ii a1 s1 rcct level. This gives puhlic: access to a steep lane called f\mor's Barton. 
leading clown to the river. The reur ll'ing has aje11iecl timber rro111 facing the ~anon ll'ith Lhe 
shop front below. Thcje1tyjo ists and the a:-. ia l beam have provided a Lree-ring fel ling date of 
lhc summer of 1430. The shop fron 1 has the cut-off stub~ of projecting displ.1y frames al 
window cill kvel. the windows 1hemsclvcs being modan. Nu 20 comprises one single hay of a 
semi--aisled timber structure squeezed between the end wal l of no 18 and 1hc rebuilt fron t 
range or no 24. The cons1ruction is totally unlike thar ol' the 01hcr buildings: there arc no 
Slone walls. timbers arc crude and heavy. !here is a single aisle with a square sc1 arcudc plat1.: 
al 1hc r1.:ar and there is no front jctly. Arcade plate and tic-hcam have yielded a single fell ing 
date of the spring or 1462. 

ll seems likely lha t rormerly lhis rogtu.: structure ex1cndcd 11·cst-\\'ards across the fron t or 
110 2-1 and was or 3 equal bays: 1hc lwo missing bays ncally fil 1he fron1agc of no 24. No 24 
itself may have had a front range at an earlier dale. 1hc single uni t wing being unlikely 10 
ha,·e stood 0 11 its O\\'n_ If lhis is so. no 20 and i1s assumed extension would have replaced 1h1.: 
OJ-iginal front range or no 24 some 32 yea rs after it was built. !1 is not known what funct ion 
this unusua l stru<.:ture f'11lfillccl . 11 may lwve been bui ll for workshops or warehousing for Lhc 
woollen clo1 h t radc - i I certainly had no domestic use as ils only eh imney stack is q ui le a la le 
inser1 io11 and i1s heavy construction strongly suggests warehousing. 

IN CONCLUSION 

Tlm:e asp1.:c1s ni" our Survey immedia tely sta11<I 011t - lhc similarity o f st ructure in 1hc older 
buildings. the domina nce of 1he 1wo-room central-ent ry plan and the a lmos1 Lot.al absence of 
houses built gable-end on 10 the s1rce1. 

Srruc111ri•s u11d Darl's. Structures comprise swne back .i nd side \\'al ls \\'ith . in 1he older 
houses. timber rronts. some jellied : roor derails in these houses bear· a strong family 
rest·rnblanc-:. The four structure~ tha1 have been dated by 1rcc-ring .inalysis provide erection 
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dates from 1430 10 1462. somewhat earlier thnn expected. a nd similarity 01· Structure has 
allowed ot her buildings 10 be similarly dated ll'i th some confidcm:e. Thus the date or 1454 
for nos 16 and IS High Street is considered to be a good poi nter to the date of the basini lly 
.similar Priory House: this accords well with Prior l·lcnto11·s ofllcc (fro m 1448 to 1495) whost 
rebus and initia ls a ppear o n the building. Seven other houses with al111ost identica l roof 
structures can by analogy bL: dated to \\'ith in the la tter ha lf or the I jt h century (rig 9). 

The Old School House, isolated in Plox. although with a very similar roof' to the foregoing. is 
entirely ~tone bttilt with an.:h headed mullium;d windows. The school was 1101 endowccl until 1519 
but may have l~en in cxistanec as e,Jl'ly a~ 1509. so. unlc$S the:: house was built previously and 
adapted to ~ hool use. perhaps 1-his roof-type did extend into the early yc;.1rs or the 16th century. 

TIil' rn·o-room n:111ml-1•1111')' p ft111 was very widely adopted in Hruto n. It wus no doubt the 
o utcome or pract ical considerations a nd owed nothing 10 a desire for symmetry, this aspect 
no t becoming important un til after the Reformat ion: in o ur survey that would on ly apply to 
the Old Brewery Hc,use. The rcst riuions imposed by the two-room plan are clearly 
demonstrntcd by the a lmost universa l adoptio n or rear wings. either intcgrnl or added. The 
d:1te range of the type is large. from the 15th to nt lenst the 17th century. and the plot widt h 
loo varies widely from S.0m/27'O'' to 12.Sm/4 I '0''. T he ccn Im I entrances o f the two-room 
ho uses clearly ga ve customer access Ill the sho ps a nd probably to the large number of trade 
outlrnilclings in tllc rea r o f the plots. This is known to be the case in the O lcl IJ rcwery Ho use 
where I he ou tbuild ing, ran a ll down l he we,t side of the plot lo I he back lane. The 1839 Tithe 
Map shows sim il:.i r aggreg:1Lions of o utbuildings at nos 7 and 9 Pa twell St reet and nos 16 a nd 
18 High Street. !Jy the middle of the l9th century many such buildings in the Hanons had 
been converted into smnll co11agcs: e.g. in The Sq uare and in 1-\ mor's l.lunon. The so ca lled 
Bartons were not merely foo tways leading down from the High Street but. as the name 
implic~. were enclo~ed yards or areas of activit y which. in the c:tse o f Arnor's Burton a l least. 
included a sho p. (A lease (7) o f 1664 refers 10 a dye-house and a lit tle shop "adjoining the 
entry lo :.i 1encmc11111

• which might well be no 24.) 
The To1rn f..ayo111. The consistency of layout in Bruton with ho uses built parallel to the 

street gives the im pression or deliberate planning and. as all the ea rlier ho uses appear tc> be 
of the 111icl to late 15th century. it could be suggested that a great rebu ilding may have taken 
place at that times to some e.xtent at least under the d irect ion or the Priory as the principa l 
la ndowner. The comparatively wide frontages wc sec in Bruton arc usually associated wit h 
semi-niral type developments not subject to high premiums being placed on main street 
frontages as is the case in dense-packed commercial cen tres where ho uses. o ften J storeys 
high, have single room frontages. their gables facing the street and the re>oms running buck 
into the narro\\' plots. This is the usual plan for town houses in the south-west of England 
(T:tunto11 (S). Exeter. Dartmou th ctc (9)). T he two-room frontage plan is seen o nly rarely in 
Taunton and ihen only in houses of the lat e 17th ccntL1 ry onwards. Robert Taylor has said 
that the more usua l single room frontage plan extends over most or Devon uncl p.in o r 
Somcrsel including Taun1on and Bridgwater. but that the two-room rront age plan can be 
seen 10 be dominant in C rcwkcrne. Sherbo rnc a11<I Dorchester. He suggests it may ,·xtend 
further cast and we have certainly i,roved the po int in Bruton and have o bserved it in 
\Vincan lon too. Is this. as Taylor implies. a n1.itter of regional \'ariatio n or is it. as seems to 
us mo re likely. a question of ~cale'! 

Aston and Leech have suggested that 13ru1 011·s medieval core extended no further west 
than the bounda ry or Sexcy's Hospitt1l and no fun her cast than the Quapcrlakc ~vlill (2). an 
o pinion supported by the fact that all our earlier examples fa ll wi thi n this area except for the 
Old St·hoo l Ho use south o f the river. 

TI1e suggestions and generalisations we have made arise from a very limited number or 
ex,unples. 11 is hoped that others may be able l4) undertake a more comprehensive town 
survey so as 10 pursue these matters further. 
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FOOTNOT ES 

I. Gt:naally, we arc imk bt,d 10 Dr R , Dunning who has gi\'Cn \'aluablc advice on Bru ton Hiswr·y. 
2. M. t\ston & R. 11 . Lc,ch. /-lis111rir Tmms in S,11111•rs1•1. Archueolog,1· 11111' N111111i11g 1977. 
J. \\'c ar, indebted to John llishion for identifying the o ltkr h\Jt1.s<.:S ancl for arranging access and 

int roductions. 
-1 . Tree-ring dating by Da n /\ lilc, a~ pan of the Somcr.,ct Dcnd rochrono loi.:ical l'rojcct. coordinator 

John Dallimorl·. SVBR G. 
5. sc<.: W. Whca\ky"s waterrnlour drawing o f Prio ry House ( 1846) inscri bcu " Remains of the O ld T o wn 

H:111 a nd Marke\ Ho use. Bruton. The quarter , cssion" w:1, fonncrly occasio nally held here." 
S,\ NI-IS Librnry. 

6. lnrnrm:ition kindly supplied to John 1'1cC.111n by Murid Carrick regarding cxampks in Es:-e.\ . 
7. Wiltshire RO 383 (I-In.ire 1\11$S) 326. 
S. IC Taylor. "Town Houses in Ta unton. I 500- 1700". !-'11.w ,\ t,,r/iem/ .-lrcluwo/ogy. \'OI s_ 197.J. 
9. M. Laithwaitc. "Town Hous~s up to 1(,00". /)non lJ11ildi11g. ed. l'ctcr IJcacham. 1990. 

A utl1ors: Jane ancl .l ohn Penoyrc. 




