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SUMMARY 

The evaluation and subsequent excavation of a site at North Street, West Stoke, Stoke sub 
Hamdan (ST 47371772) was carried out in July 1992 by Wessex Archaeology. The main period 
of archaeological activity dated from the 12th to the 15th century, and two major 
archaeological elements were identified. A ditch immediately west of the current street, and 
aligned roughly parallel to it, appeared to represent a former boundary ditch associated with 
North Street and/or a specific land plot. The boundary ditch was maintained and replaced over 
a period of several centuries. Further away from the street a series of linear features was 
observed. The exact function of these features was unclear, but they may have originated from 
horticultural activity associated with nearby occupation. 

Pottery was the major find type recovered. The pottery was overwhelmingly local in 
origin and comprised products from both the Ilchester and Donyatt centres. Small fauna! 
and carbonised seed assemblages were also found. Pre-medieval finds were limited to a 
small collection of worked flint, including diagnostic Mesolithic pieces . The finds and the 
project archive have been deposited at the Somerset County Museum, Taunton (Acc. No. 
TTNCM 115/1992). 

INTRODUCTION 

The Duchy of Cornwall and the South Western Co-operative Housing Society Ltd 
commissioned an archaeological evaluation prior to submission of a planning 
application for an access road to a proposed housing development at West Stoke, 
Stoke sub Hamdon. The results of the evaluation (Wessex Archaeology 1992a) 
showed that the area contained archaeological deposits dating from the 12th/13th 
centuries. In the light of these findings, the County Archaeological Officer 
recommended further archaeological investigation before any development of the site 
took place. 

The access road corridor is approximately 140 m Jong and 25 m wide (Fig. I). It 
is located on the west side of North Street opposite Tunwell Lane, between the 
North Street Workshops and 15 North Street. The corridor traverses an east-facing 
slope which falls from 51.75 m OD to 46. 11 m OD. Before the new access road was 
built, the site was a field under rough pasture and the ground level of the eastern 
limit of the development area Jay some 1.5 m above the current level of North 
Street. 
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The Count of Mortain held three estates at Stoke sub Hamdon in 1086. One estate 
formed the manor of Stokett, at whose centre was the settlement of East Stoke: since 
the medieval parish church stands at East Stoke, it is possible that this was the 
original settlement. The other two estates formed the manor of Stoke, and contained 
the now dominant settlement of West Stoke, 1 km west of East Stoke. The manorial 
complex at West Stoke was in ruins by the 15th century and had almost vanished by 
the 17th century. The site of the manor house and its associated buildings, including 
the chapel of St Nicholas, was excavated in 1889 and, more thoroughly, in 1976 
(Leach 1980); it lies some 300 m to the east of the excavation area, to the south-east 
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of Castle Farm (Fig. 1), and is also close to the group of medieval buildings on North 
Street known as The Priory. These were formerly the buildings belonging to a college 
of chantry priests attached to the chapel of St Nicholas and included a chapel , stables, 
two barns and a dovecote (Dunning 1974; Ireland and Peters 1979; Ellison 1983). 

METHODOLOGY 

The excavation entailed controlled topsoil stripping by machine, followed by the 
identification of archaeological features and their subsequent sampling and recording. 
Excavation centred on the area of archaeological interest identified during the 
evaluation, comprising some 250 m2 adjacent to the street frontage (Fig. 1). A 
watching brief was also maintained along the rest of the course of the access route 
during topsoil stripping. It was not possible to extend the excavation trench to the full 
eastern limit of the access route, as a high retaining wall was still in situ. The wall 
was dismantled after the the excavation was complete, and a watching brief was 
maintained during its removal. 

Hot, dry conditions during excavation meant that the stripped areas soon 
weathered, and many features became difficult to identify; by contrast, gully 459 -
which was not apparent when the site was stripped and cleaned - became visible after 
a week or so. Spraying the area with water was of little help in defining features, but 
it seems unlikely, nevertheless, that any major features were not identified. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The description below combines the results of the original evaluation with those 
obtained by excavation in the area adjacent to the street frontage. The overall 
configuration of features is shown on Fig . 2 and full details of all the features 
recorded are held in the archive. 

The level of the underlying subsoil displayed marked variation within the 
excavation trench . The western end of the trench sloped down to the east, but 
approximately 6 m west of North Street there was a marked break in slope, with the 
subsoil falling 0.95 m over a distance of only 3 m, before levelling out again adjacent 
to the frontage. The archaeological features occurred in two discrete groups, one 
adjacent to the street frontage and the other on the higher ground to the west. The 
central area of the trench contained very few archaeological features . 

The archaeological features encountered were of three main types, namely linear 
features, scoops and post-holes . The features have been phased on the basis of 
ceramic and stratigraphic evidence. Gully 459 produced no pottery, but has been 
assigned to Phase 1 on stratigraphic grounds and because its alignment suggests that it 
may have been associated with gully 431. 

Phase I (l 2th-l 3th century) 
The earliest phase of activity on the site is represented by a total of nine features, 
comprising one ditch ( 411 ), three gullies ( 431, 44 7 and 459), three scoops (21, 4 I 5 
and 463) and two post-holes (466 and 472). All of these features produced only 
12th/13th century pottery, except gully 459, which did not produce any pottery. It was 
not possible to ascertain the stratigraphic relationships of isolated features such as 
post-holes and scoop 463, nor to resolve the relationship between scoop 415 and ditch 
411. 
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The north-south ditch 411 is stratigraphically the earliest in the sequence of ditches 
adjacent to the North Street frontage (Fig. 3, S. 1). It was not visible in the extreme 
southern part of the trench and it is possible that by this point it had been totally cut 
away by the later sequence of ditches. Its northern terminus was some 2 m south of 
the northern end of the trench. 

Two east-west gullies ( 431 and 459) (Fig. 3, S. 2) ran parallel at the western end of 
the trench, 4.50 m apart. Their eastern ends were undefined, whereas their western 
ends terminated within the trench. 

Gully 447 cut ditch 411, and can also be dated ceramically to the earliest phase of 
activity on the site. It ran on an approximately east-west alignment for 2 m. Its 
eastern part was cut by the later ditch 19, and its western limit could not be traced. It 
had a U-shaped profile, and was probably severely truncated. It was filled with a dark 
brown clay loam. It is possible that gully 447 may be a continuation of gully 431 
further upslope, as both were on a broadly similar alignment. 

Scoop 21 which cut ditch 411 has been assigned to Phase 1 on ceramic grounds. It 
was 0.14 m deep, and probably represented the truncated base of a feature . It was 
filled with an olive-brown silty clay. It was cut in turn by the Phase 2 ditch 19. 

Scoops 4 I 5 and 463 were of similar dimensions; scoop 415 was filled with a 
yellowish brown silt loam, and scoop 463 with a mixed clay loam. It was not possible 
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to ascertain the stratigraphic relationship between ditch 411 and scoop 415, although 
it seems likely that scoop 415 was earlier of the two. The scoops may be interpreted 
as the truncated bases of pits. 

Two post-holes ( 466 and 4 72) were also assigned to Phase 1: post-hole 466 lay 
close to ditch 411 on its west side; post-hole 472, which lay at the western end of the 
site, was considerably larger. 

Phase 2 ( l 4th-l 5th century) 
A total of seven features have been assigned to Phase 2, namely ditches 19,419, and 
422, and gullies 433, 436, 455 and 58. Nearly all these features contained pottery 
dating from both the 12th/13th and 14th/15th centuries. 

Adjacent to the street frontage, a sequence of ditches (422, 419, and 19) (Fig. 3, S. 
1) appeared to represent replacements of the Phase 1 ditch 41 I. These three ditches 
lay slightly to the east of the earlier ditch but ran along the same alignment. The 
sequence again appeared to terminate several metres south of the northern edge of the 
trench. 

The earliest ditch in the Phase 2 sequence (422) lay to the east of ditch 41 I. Ditch 
419 replaced ditch 422 and continued the eastward movement of the boundary ditch. 
The clayey fill of this ditch contained frequent organic impressions, and had a very 
mixed and 'puddled' appearance. A sample of the fill was subjected to microscopic 
and macroscopic analysis (full details in archive) and identified as cob, with the 
organic material identified as dried grass or straw. Ditch 419 was in turn replaced by 
ditch 19 and appears to reverse the movement of the boundary by being positioned to 
the west of ditch 419. 

Gully 58 cut ditch 19. Its excavated section contained only pottery of 12th/13th 
century date, but it has been assigned to Phase 2 on stratigraphic grounds. Gully 58 
lay 3.5 m to the south of the Phase 1 gully 447, and was on a similar alignment. 

The remaining features assigned to Phase 2 comprised a series of gullies in the 
western part of the trench (455, 436 and 433). Gully 433 became wider and deeper at 
its southern end (Fig. 3, S. 3). It was not possible to establish the stratigraphic 
relationship between gullies 436 and 455. Both had moderate sloping sides and flat 
bottoms, and were filled with a brown silt loam. 

Phase 3 (Post-Medieval) 
Gully 438, in the western end of the trench, was assigned to Phase 3 on the basis of its 
ceramic content. It contained two fills, namely a mixed silt overlain by a dark sandy 
silt (Fig . 3, S. 4). The gully became narrower and shallower towards the east. 

Phase 4 (Modern) 
At the eastern edge of the trench was a group of structural features dated to the 
18th/19th century. These are not shown on Fig. 2 but included the foundations of a 
retaining wall running roughly parallel to the existing wall, and probably representing 
an earlier version of it, and also a possible setting for a gate giving access into the plot 
from North Street. 

Phase O ( Undated features) 
Five post-holes (50, 54, 56, 468 and 470) contained no dating evidence, and due to 
their isolated positions could not be located within the stratigraphic sequence 
described above. It should be noted that two other post-holes on the site (466 and 472) 
are both assigned to Phase 1, and that post-holes 56,470 and 466 form a straight line 
parallel to the main north-south boundary ditch sequence. It is therefore possible that 
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these three post-holes should also be assigned to Phase 1, a possibility supported by 
the fact that their fills and dimensions were similar to those of post-holes 466 and 
472. 

FINDS 

POTTERY by L.N. Mepham 

794 sherds (6338 g) were recovered from the evaluation and excavation. With the exception of 
54 post-medieval sherds (949 g), the assemblage is medieval, and ranges in date from the 12th 
to the 15th century. 

Methodology 
The medieval assemblage was examined according to the standard Wessex Archaeology 
guidelines for the analysis of pottery. The small amount of post-medieval material was largely 
derived from unstratified contexts and is not discussed here. 

Fabrics 
Nine separate fabric types were identified within the medieval assemblage. Detailed 
desciptions are held in the archive. Quartz grains are the dominant inclusion in all nine fabrics. 

Q400. (520 sherds; 4032 g) Hard, harsh-textured fabric; moderate, poorly-sorted quartz grains 
<I mm; sparse to moderate, poorly-sorted subangular flint and chert fragments <3 mm. 
Handmade, although some rims may be wheeltumed. This fabric covers quite a wide range of 
variation in size and density of inclusions. 
Q401. (39 sherds; 276 g) Hard fabric, generally with a slightly soapy feel; rare quartz grains <l 
mm; rare subangular flint and chert fragments <3 mm; rare iron particles and mica. This fabric 
may merely be a finer version of Q400. 
Q402. (l 9 sherds; 144 g) Hard, sandy fabric with irregular 'pimply' surfaces; common, poorly­
sorted quartz grains <l mm; rare subangular flint fragments <2 mm; rare iron particles . 
Handmade. 
Q403. (30 sherds; 177 g) Hard, sandy fabric ; moderate, fairly well-sorted quartz grains <0.5 
mm; some examples have rare subrounded limestone fragments <0.5 mm. Handmade. 
Q404. (18 sherds; 110 g) Hard, sandy fabric ; common, well-sorted quartz grains <0.5 mm; 
sparse subrounded limestone fragments < I mm; rare carbonaceous material; rare iron oxides. 
Handmade. 
Q405 . (83 sherds; 491 g) Hard, moderately fine, sandy fabric; moderate, well-sorted quartz 
grains <0.25 mm; sparse mica and iron particles; some examples have rare shell/limestone 
fragments <0.5 mm. Both handmade and wheelthrown examples; sometimes glazed. 
Q406. (9 sherds; 24 g) Hard, sandy fabric; moderate, poorly-sorted quartz grains <0.5 mm; rare 
subangular flint fragments <I mm; rare subrounded limestone fragments <l mm; rare 
carbonaceous material; rare iron particles. Handmade. 
Q407. (20 sherds; 132 g) Fine, hard, sandy fabric; moderate, well-sorted fine quartz grains ; 
sparse mica and iron oxides. Wheelthrown. Generally glazed. 
Q408. (2 sherds; 3 g) Hard, coarse, sandy fabric; common, fairly well-sorted quartz grains <l 
mm. Handmade, with 'pimply' surfaces; glazed. 

Vessel Forms 
Rim sherds from a maximum of 53 vessels were recovered. Only two complete profiles are 
present. In general, the rim sherds are small and vessel size and shape could not be 
reconstructed, but the majority appear to derive from cooking pots or jars with everted rims in a 
variety of forms (Fig. 4, nos 1-6). Such rims occur in fabrics Q400 (42 examples) , Q402 (1 
example), Q403 (] example), and Q405 (6 examples) . While the presence of sooting on many 
of the examples in the coarser fabrics indicates their use as cooking pots, the vessels in the 
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finer fabric Q405 might be more appropriately described as storage jars ; one example is 
partially glazed. All these vessels fall within a range which is well known from many West 
Country sites , and notably from Ilchester (Pearson 1982). 

There are single examples of a shallow pan and a possible pitcher in fabric Q400 (Fig. 4, 
nos 7 and 9), and a bowl in fabric Q405 (Fig. 4, no. 8) . Glazed sherds in fabric Q407 are likely 
to derive from jugs , as are one thumbed base and a slashed strap handle in fabric Q405 , 
although no other details of form could be identified. A handful of glazed sherds in the coarser 
fabrics Q400 and Q402 may represent tripod pitchers . Decoration is extremely scarce, and is 
restricted to eight sherds with combed or scratched decoration, mostly in fabric Q400. 

Sources for the Pottery 
It is likely that the majority of the assemblage from Stoke sub Hamdon, with its emphasis on 
coarse domestic wares and a corresponding scarcity of finer glazed wares, is of local origin. 
The analysis of a very similar assemblage, excavated from Stoke sub Hamdon Castle in 1976, 
pointed to the same conclusion (Pearson 1980). The coarse fabric with flint and chert 
inclusions (Q400), which makes up 74.8 per cent by weight of the total medieval assemblage, 
is comparable to fabrics found at Ilchester, and defined as Types B and BIBB (Pearson 1982). 
The slightly finer version (Q401) can probably also be assigned to this group. The quantities of 
these fabrics found at Ilchester in 12th and 13th century contexts indicate that they are the 
products of kilns located in or very close to the town. Similar fabric s have also been identified 
at Sherbome and el sewhere along the Yeo valley (Harrison and Williams 1979, fabrics A and 
B), and it is possible that there were other kilns along the valley producing very similar wares, 
particularly since examples from Sherbome appear to post-date the decline of Ilchester as a 
trade centre in the mid 13th century (Harrison and Williams 1979, 96). The predominance of 
these fabrics at Stoke sub Hamdon is not surprising, given proximity of the parish to Ilchester, 
some 7 km to the north-east. The coarser fabrics Q402, Q403 and Q406, probably dating from 
the 12th to 13th centuries, may also derive from a similar area. 

The two sherds of fabric Q408, which may derive from glazed tripod pitchers, can be 
compared to material from the Salisbury area. One of the sherds is scratchmarked, a common 
characteristic of such pottery. Similar sherds have been found in small quantities in later 12th 
century and early 13th century contexts at Ilchester, indicating small-scale contact with the 
Wiltshire production centres at this time (Pearson 1982, group 19). Fabric Q404, with 
calcareous inclusions , has an unknown source, but is also likely to be of 12th to 13th century 
date. 

The finer sandy fabrics Q405 and Q407 can be paralleled amongst the later medieval (14th 
and 15th century) products of the Donyatt kilns, some 14 km to the west of Stoke sub Hamdon 
(Coleman-Smith and Pearson 1988, 103) . These fabrics are known from Ilchester in later 
medieval contexts , and it would seem that the Donyatt kilns took advantage of the demise of 
the Ilchester pottery industry at this time and expanded their marketing area to the east, where 
formerly the competition from Ilchester had made trade unprofitable (Coleman-Smith and 
Pearson 1988, 199-200). 

The examination of the medieval assemblage from Stoke sub Hamdon thus confirms a 
pattern already well documented for this area (Pearson 1980), the dominant place occupied by 
Ilchester products in the 12th and early 13th century being taken over by products from the 
Donyatt kilns in the later 13th century. 

Distribution of Pottery 
It was hoped that the ceramic information would complement the stratigraphic evidence, and 
perhaps help to date the separate episodes of activity in the sequence more closely. Such use 
of the ceramic information was hampered , however, by the fact that in general the 
assemblage was fragmentary and relatively undiagnostic , and because the successive 
recutting of some of the features had undoubtedly led to the incorporation of earlier material 
in later features . It proved possible to distinguish only two ceramic phases, represented by 
the 12th/13th century Ilchester-type material , and the 14th/15th century Donyatt types 
respectively. The stratigraphically earliest features on the site , ditch 41 I and gully 431, 
contained only 12th/13th century pottery, as did gullies 58 and 447. Other features which 
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produced only 12th/13th century pottery were scoops 21, 415 , and 463 , and post-holes 466 
and 472. Ditches 19, 419, 422 and gullies 433 , 436, 438 and 455 contained both 12th/13th 
century and 14th/15th century pottery. The upper fills of the latest phase gully 438 also 
produced post-medieval material. 

List of Illustrated Sherds (Fig. 4) 
1. Cooking pot. Fabric Q400. Contexts 412/413/414, Ditch 411. 
2. Cooking pot rim. Fabric Q400. Context 446, Ditch 422. 
3. Cooking pot rim. Fabric Q400. Context 423, Ditch 422. 
4. Cooking pot rim. Fabric Q400. Context 416, Scoop 415. 
5. Cooking pot rim. Fabric Q400. Unstratified. 
6. Cooking pot/jar rim. Fabric Q405. Context 429, Ditch 422. 
7. Shallow pan. Fabric Q400. Unstratified. 
8. Dish/bowl rim. Fabric Q405. Unstratified. 
9. Jug/pitcher rim. Fabric Q400. Context 423, Ditch 422. 

Worked Flint and Chert by R. Montague 
Twenty-two pieces (50 g) of residual worked flint and chert were recovered during the 
excavation. Of these, 16 were flint and 6 greensand chert. The nearest sources for flint are the 
chalk and clay-with-flint beds which lie approximately 10 km to the south-west of the site, and 
the river gravels which are a similar distance to the north-east and north-west. Few pieces in 
the collection retain their cortex, but where it is present it is thin and abraded , suggesting that 
the gravels were the likely source. The nearest source for the chert is the greensand chert beds, 
10 km to the south-west. 

The collection consisted of 13 flakes, 6 blades and bladelets and 3 retouched pieces . The 
condition of the pieces varies from heavily patinated to fairly fresh and unpatinated. All three 
of the retouched pieces were unstratified. Two, a small 'thumbnail' scraper and another scraper 
on a core tablet, were not diagnostic, but the third, an obliquely truncated point, is typical of 
the Mesolithic period. The blades and bladelets may also date from this period. Several find­
spots of Mesolithic flints are known in the area. Microliths and other pieces have been found in 
the vicinity of Ham Hill (Wymer 1977, 247; Smith 1990, 27). 

Animal Bone by Mary Iles 
169 bones, including cow, sheep/goat, pig, herring and eel bones, were recovered from various 
features on the site, the fish bones through sieving. Full identification listings, by context and 
feature, are held in the project archive. 

Carbonised Plant Material by Joy Ede 
Two samples were submitted for analysis, both from ditches associated with the Phase 2 
boundary sequence adjacent to the street frontage (ditch 422, context 429, and ditch 419, 
context 428). The sample from ditch 419 contained a large element of cob and charcoal. Full 
identifications and counts are held in the project archive. 

Both samples contained cereal grain and weed seeds and one of the samples also 
contained chaff. The sample from ditch 422 had a larger quantity and range of carbonised 
remains. Cereals were represented by generally small numbers of barley (Hordeum sp.), 
wheat (Triticum sp.) and longer, thinner grains which were probably oat (Avena sp.). There 
were also some smaller grains. The chaff was unfortunately too badly preserved to identify 
the wheat further. Glume bases of oat and a grass were also present. The range of weed seeds 
was dominated by legumes, both large and small seeded. Stinking mayweed (Anthemis 
cotula) was also represented in both samples. These samples show that cereals were utilised 
on site and the fact that chaff was present indicates that the grain was at least partially 
processed on or near to the site . The assemblage of weeds is rather small and little 
information can be gained from it. Stinking mayweed is a plant of heavy soils. Several of the 
leguminous species are commonly found on calcareous soils. There is some indication, 
therefore, that the crops found on this site were grown on calcareous soils , a soil-type not 
uncommon in the area. 
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DISCUSSION 

Since the excavation in 1976 of outbuildings belonging to the fortified manor at West 
Stoke (Leach 1980) there has been little opportunity for archaeological work in Stoke 
sub Hamdan; and although the excavations in 1992 were on a small scale, they 
provided a welcome opportunity to examine an area within the medieval settlement. 

The results of the evaluation and excavation showed that archaeological deposits, 
dating from the 12th to the 15th century, occurred only in the area immediately 
adjacent to and west of the present street frontage. The two westernmost evaluation 
trenches (Fig. 1) were devoid of archaeological features, and the watching brief along 
the access route also failed to identify any. It would appear, therefore, that activity 
was focused on the area adjacent to the street frontage. It is suggested that this 
activity was associated with nearby occupation, most of the excavated features being 
interpreted as property divisions (or sub-divisions) which were perhaps related to 
horticulture. The very small size of the area investigated makes it difficult, however, 
to speak confidently of the activities which gave rise to the features. 

Ditch 411 (Phase 1) appears to represents a boundary ditch along the course of 
North Street. The evidence suggests that the ditch was established in the 12th or 13th 
century and that its line was maintained over the following two centuries at least 
(Phase 2) by episodes of re-establishing or recutting. The position and alignment of 
the ditch remained broadly constant. The ditch terminal, located within the excavation 
trench, was also echoed in the later recuts of the ditch, and probably represents an 
access into the plot from North Street. 

The various gullies recorded across the excavation area, most of which lie to the 
west of the street frontage, may represent some form of property or garden divisions. 
Some of these features, notably those dating from the 12th/13th century (Phase 2), 
appear to be aligned at right angles to the main north-south boundary ditch. The line 
of three post-holes to the west of and roughly parallel to the main ditch sequence may 
represent a former fenceline and probably also dates from the 12th/13th century 
(Phase I). 

The pottery from the medieval features is overwhelmingly local in origin: in the 
12th and 13th centuries the products of the Ilchester kilns were favoured, while 
exclusively Donyatt products were used in the 14th and 15th centuries. Two sherds 
attest to limited contact with the more distant Wiltshire production centres in the 
earlier period. It may be noted that although a fairly high amount of pottery was 
recovered from the excavation, there were very low levels of other categories of finds 
from the site. The amount of pottery, along with its condition, is not consistent with 
material derived from an agricultural area of a medieval settlement. It was more 
indicative of areas close to living quarters. 

Environmental evidence is limited with only five species of animal identified (cow, 
sheep/goat, pig, herring and eel). Ten plant species were identified including three 
cereal types (barley, wheat and oat). Chaff was present indicating that grain 
processing took place on or near the site. Plants which favour both heavy and 
calcareous soils were present in the assemblage; this is not unexpected given the 
position of the site in an area of varied soil-types. Documentary evidence indicates 
that a three-field system of cultivation was adopted at West Stoke in the later 13th 
century, and wheat, oats, barley, beans and peas were grown at West Stoke in the 15th 
century (Dunning 1974, 242-3). 

None of the medieval features identified in the evaluation and excavation areas 
appears to be structural in function . The presence of cob in ditch 419 suggests, 
however, that buildings (whether agricultural or domestic) were located nearby since 
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it is unlikely that such material would have travelled very far before being dumped in 
the ditch. The fact that there was no direct evidence for any structures at this location 
is echoed by cartographic evidence from later periods. A map of 1776 by William 
Simpson (Dunning 1974, 236) shows the site of the excavation as lying within a small 
plot aligned along the street, beyond the extent of the common field system further 
west. The tithe apportionment of 1841 describes the site as an orchard, and associates 
it with the house and outbuildings to the south (now North Street Workshops). The 
1 :2500 Ordnance Survey map of 1886 shows the area as partly open and partly under 
orchard. The presence of dumped grain processing detritus, cob and pottery in the 
excavated ditches suggests that the plot was close to domestic dwellings or was part 
of an inhabited plot the occupation area of which lay outside the excavation area. 

The alignment of the series of main north-south boundary ditches encountered 
during the excavation is nearly parallel to that of North Street itself and no doubt 
relates to the street. Whether this series of ditches represents a segment of a general 
feature beside the street or relates to the boundaries of a specific land plot cannot be 
ascertained. 

From the 12th century there is evidence for activity in the excavation area which 
appears to be linked with nearby occupation. The nature of the activity taking place is 
unclear but in all likelihood the area examined represents a garden plot or enclosure 
related to occupation nearby. Such enclosures were generally used for growing a wide 
range of vegetables, fruits and herbs . In some cases cereals were also cultivated. The 
later documentary evidence for an orchard on the site may represent continuity from 
earlier periods. 

The ceramic and stratigraphic evidence suggests continuity of similar activity on 
the site until the 15th century. After this the pattern appears to be disrupted to some 
extent, the evidence for this disruption being the very low occurrence of 16th and 
17th century pottery on the site and the apparent disuse or neglect of the main 
boundary ditch. If the evidence represents a tailing off of activity within the plot, it 
may be that this highly localised 'decline' was linked to more widespread shrinkage 
of the late medieval settlement as a result of the decline of the manorial complex in 
West Stoke during the 15th century. It cannot be assumed, however, that the plot was 
abandoned. It may have been used as a paddock or similar enclosure, or have become 
an orchard, as was certainly the case in later periods. 
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