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EXCAVATIONS AT G LASTONBURY ABBEY, 1901-1979 

OLIVER KENT 

INTRODUCTION 

A study was ca rried out in 1991 to assr.:ss and a11alogue the large collec1ion of archaeological 
cenimics ht! lcl in the Abbcy Gatel1ou$e al Glastonbury Abbey. This ma1erial originates from 
e.\cavat ions from 1901- 1939 and 1951-1979 and in the majority of cases any labels or 01 her 
records that might have provided information to connect linds with surviving pla ns and 
documcnta1ion h,1vc been lost. With a few exceptions none or the fi nds have been published. 

Following the completion of this exercise it \\'as recommended 1ha1 certa in pans of the 
collection he wri11en up and 1n1blished despite their ·unst ra tificd' nature either because of 
1heir specific importance as anifacts or because of their special importance and contribut ion 
10 our knowledge of G lastonbury Abbey. 

Between 199 1 and 1994 sever.ii ,1ddi1ional groups of li nds have come 10 light and have 
been deposited al the Abbey. Finds from exc.ivations between 1954-64 reta ining si te labels 
were deposited by Dr. C.A. Ralegh Radford. These have been added to the ca1,iloguc. 

A second group of finds from excavations between 1951-59 had been taken lO the London 
Museum ror study by DonHld Harden in the 1950s 1

• Assumed lost. it was rediscovered in the 
English Hcrit:(gC. A ncient Monuments Laborn tory. aml returned to the Abbey in 1992 
toget her with site labels and various other documcnta tion incll1ding copies of Harden·s own 
note books. Most or this materia l relates lO the excava tions of the Saxon glass furnaces and 
although it has yet 10 be fully cata logued, this material has made an important contribution 
10 the study of the Saxon pottery from the Abbey. The glass-working material is the subject 
ora study by Justine Bayley of the Ancient Monuments La boratory and some ofit has been 
retained there. 

In 1994 a third group. representing the finds from the 1978- 9 cxcul'at ions by Bill Wcdlakc 
were deposi ted at the Abbey together with some associated documentation and a 
considerable amount or ot her documentary material. These finds ,ilso await cataloguing. 

The c.italoguing method used was as l'ollows. The pollcry from the Gatehouse Store and 
Upper Office has been assigned accession numbers by group in terms of the boxes in which 
they were o rigi,wlly found. i.e. GLSGA/ 1991 /67. There have lhcn been broken down by 
broad ware type and date inlCI subgroups. i.e. GLSGA/ 1991 /67/ 1. G LSGA/ 1991 /67/2 each 
with a unique P[o11cry] number P IO. PI I. P l 2 etc. These ha\'C been catalogued on cards 
together with dating and idcn1ification infonnation and any ~urviving documcnrn1ion. This 
catalogue has been put on computer. Each P group has been bagged and labelled with the 

1 Radford. C.,\.R. 1956 & 195S. The E.xca,·ati()11 a, Gl:i,tnnbury ,\hhe>· 1955. and The E.«:a vnlion, al G lasionhury 
At,bcy 1956- 7. in Nmc•,· .{' Qucrit:..< for Somcr.,·,·t & Dorset. XXVII. 6S- 7J. 165- 169. 
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codes for easy access by fu ture researchers. The reconstructed vessels have been accessio ned 
in the sa me way ;ill(! marked with their accession numbers. 

The material deposited by Dr. C. A. R. Radfo rd in 1991 has been given accession numbers 
for each co ntext subgroupcd by find type: e.g. G LSGA/ I 99 I /600/ I Po11ery - G LSGA/ I 99 I/ 
600/2 Plaster represent the finds from a context in the Abbo1·s Yard excavated in 1964. 11 
has then been catalogued in the same way as the o ther linds and in the case of the pottery 
identified a nd da ted. All the info rm:11ion o n the o riginal bags has been put int o the cata logue 
and the bags kept as documentary evidence. It is intended tlwt the ma terial deposited in 1992 
and 1994 is treated in the same way. 

T he pottery is all no11· sto red in the Gateho use Lower Sto re. 
I would like 10 ex press my than ks 10 John Allen. Justine Bayley. David Dawson. Graham 

Lang.m.in. Steve 1\ifinnett. ~•like Ponsforcl uncl Humphrey Woods fo r their comments on the 
po ltery and David Dawson for reading and commenting on the text. Thanks ,ire also due Lo 
Commander Malcolm Scadding. Vicky Dawson and the Glasto nbury Abbey Trustees fo r 
making the <.:ollcct io ns a nd docurnen1c11io n al'ailablc. The work was assisted fin.i ncia lly by 
1hc Ma ltwood Fune!. 

PART I: TH E St\XON POTrERY. 

The Saxon material from Glasto nbury Abbey is the o nly group of pottery to have been the 
subject o f publication. A study of Saxon pottery in Somerset by A.D. Hallam was carried 
o ut in the early 1950s and subseq uently published by Philir R:1111.zas part ofa larger study In 
19i 4. T his illustrated and discussed two vessel spouts and mentioned u third und rela ted 
them Lo material l"rom other sites ill the area. 

In addition. the Saxon glass prodm.:tion material is the subject of a Sllldy by Justine Bayley 
of Lhe English Heritage. Ancient Mo numents Laboratory a nd some crucible sherds hal'c 
been published recently (Bayley, 1991 ). 

As stated in 1.he Introduction. finds fro m the 1955-57 excav,uions of the Saxon glass­
rurnaccs alo ng with o ther material were taken to the Museum of London by Donald Harden 
for runher study (Radford, 1956, 70 and 1958. I 67-J). With the exception of the glass 
productio n material thl' n:muinjng linds were deposited at Glastonbury Abbey in September 
1992 together with site labels. sketch plans and trnnscripts of Ha rdcn·s site no tebooks ror 
1957 and 1959. 

It had been assumed that this materia l represented samples fo r scientific study and 
perhaps some of the specialist glass productio n finds. In practice the assemblage seems 10 

co ver everything from kiln fabric to associated pottery. bone and small fi nds a nd include 
ma terial from excava tio ns from 1951-4. Of p;1rticular import.Ince here is the po11ery. much 
of which is early. It includes ,H least o ne I 0th/ 11 th century tubular spout of the type 
published by Rahtz and Hardcn·s notes suggest tha t there wus stratili.cd Saxo n pottery 
preda ting the fu rnaces. It would seem that the finds from the 1957 excavation which Dona.lei 
Hanlcn assisted wiLh. arc reasonably complete and well documented. 

The present report will restrict itself to cataloguing the most signilican t o f the Saxon 
sherds in the unstrntified colle<:tio n in order 10 provide al least some of the range of fo rms 
and fa brics. Those published by Rah tz ha ve been red rawn. Some or the most important or 
the sherds from the Harden material have been included. although detailed examination o f 
the finds a nd records of the furnace e,xcavations has not been undert;1kc11. 

Within the unstrntified collection. some previo us allempt had been made Lo draw together 
certain categories or t!,trly ceramics. T hese sherds ha ve been isolated and g.iven numbered 
paper la bels bt.!aring fabric descriptio ns and idcntilicat io ns. The gro ups include Ro mun 
and Saxon ma terial as well as a variety of coarscw,1rc rim forms and some po5t-medieval 
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sherds. i\1lost or these shen.ls were fo und in three groups which have been kept toget her 
and given si ngle codes. These arc G LSGA/1988/ 1382 t\,139 which consists or four spouts. 
and GLSGA/ 1988/ 1383 M40 and G LSGA/ 1988/ 1384 1'vl41 which conta in the majority 
or the rim forms. The num bers on the labels have been retained where they occur. for 
easy rcrcrence. 

The remainder oi the material discussed here has been taken from groups GLSGA/ 199 1/ 
46/2. P27.. G LSGA/ 1991/82/9. P268. and G LSGA/ 1991/75/ 11. P280. Other groups of early 
sherds from which nothing has been selected for illustra tion or comment include GLSGA/ 
1988/ 1368 M20. GLSGA/ 1991 /64/8 P79. GLSGA/ 1991/79/ 10 P245. G LSG1-\/ 199 1/73/ 13 
P29I. G LSGA/ 1991 /96/ 15 P3 I 3. and GLSGA/ l 99 I/S4/S P3 14 (sec .ilso comments on Fabric 3). 

Because of the unstratilicd natu re of the mujori ty of the Glastonbury collection many 
sherds ca nnot hl'. certainly put in the Pre-Conquest c,11cgory and have been rejected rrom this 
study. Unfortunately this lws a disproportionate effect on unusual fo rms and fab rics. 
Certain Lhings are ddinately not present. TI1ere are no grass-tempered wares and the 
dist inctive Chedd.ar Fabric EE is absent. No certain trace of anything resembling early 
imports such as ' B" wan: amphorae were fo und. 

T HE F,\l:lRICS 

For the purposes of this report. the sherds have been sorted into six fabrics. Direct visual 
comparison has beeu made with the type-series frolll Cheddar P.alace (Rahtz. 1979). with 
finds from the Mound excavations in Glastonbury and with the complete spouted vessel 
from the Glastonbury Lake Vi llage. a ll of which a re in the Somerset County Museum . The 
published finds from Beckcry (Ra htz & Hirst. 1974) and Glustonbury Tor (Rahtz, 197 1) 
have also been consulted. 

Fabric I. Reddish brown with dark grey core. Coarse fab ric tempered with limestone and 
quartz often with numerous surface voids. The amount of tempering material is 
v:1riahlc and rnngcs in size up 10 Jmm . Hnndbuilt storage/cooking vessels. This 
belongs to the broad Cheddar Fa bric C group. 

Fabric 2. Hard !ired fabric with u mid-grey core. Irregular surface colour v,1ries from brown 
to reddish pink. Heavily tempered wiih rounded quartz, chert and some limestone. 
Inclusion size 3 111111 and lower but the handle (Sherd 8) contains larger material. 
Some sherds show surface voids. This fo b1ic is characterised by the two spouts 
published by Rahtz. It is n:= lated by Rahtz on the basis of 1-1.allam·s notes to the 
La te Saxon Cheddar CC group and dated la te 10t h to early I Ith century (Rahtz 
1974). Direct visua l wmparison with the Cheddar type series conlirms this 
conclusion. 

Fabric 3. Typically dark grey core with rcoxidiscd orange surface but also occurs with a 
reduced black/brown surface. Coa rse hard fabric cha racterised by the presence or 
fragme nts or ironstonc and red sandsto111.:. The inclusions are sometimes quite 
larg<: - 3-4 111111. Smaller limt:stone inclusions are also present. Main rorms 
handhuil t cooking/storage vessels and spouted vessels. Some exa mples or incised 
and applied clccornt ion. There is a large decorated storage vessel from the 1957 
excavations ( Fig. 4.). Fabric 6 is similar but sorter wit h the balance or limestone 
;1nd ironstone/sandstone reversed. r-unher rela ted material occurs amongst the 
medieval coarscwarc groups GLSGA/ 199 1/82/6 P265, GLSGA/ 199 1/i5/9 P278 
and GLSGA/ 1991 /89/4 PI 17. P I 17 includes a tripod pitcher root. 
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A common fabric al Glastonbury. only one shcrd (M P5 1) al Cheddar resembks it r.:losely 
and is 11 0 1 given a fabric tyre. T here are broad simila ri ties with Cheddar Fabric G and some 
varia tions o r Fabric C (see comments under Fabric 6). The range of vessel types suggests a 
long currency from the I 0th- l 2th century or even later. 

Fabric 4. Black. Hard fired fabric reduced black with some brownish surface a reas. 
Heavily tempereu with Vi! ricd angular rock fragments. principally qua rtz and 
limestone ranging in size up to 3 mm with occa isio na l larger fragments. Two 
sherds from handbu ill vessels - tubular spout 6 and a rim. No close parallels 
round , I01h-l l1h cenll1ry. 

Fabric 5. Grey to pink with surfaces grey internally and yellow-buff to grey exte rnally. 
Heavily lcmpered with limestone showing signs of weathering out leaving pits and 
voids part icula rly interna lly. Temper ungraded and though mainly in the smaller 
range. va rying in size from 1-9 mm. Single lrnndbuill storage/cooking vessel with a 
d lstinc1ive rim fo rm. No close parallels fo und . 

Fabric 6. Dark grey core with rcoxidiscd p:dc pinky-or:111gc and oceassional pale grey outer 
surfaces. Heavily tempered with limestone. Inclusions mai nly small - Imm and 
less - but with larger ma tt:ria l up 10 5mm. A few very small red inclusions suggesi 
a familia l rela tionship with Fabric J. This fabric is very similar 10 lhat 1·cprcsen1ed 
by many or the lamps at Cheddar and indeed such a lamp shcrd occurs amongst 
1he Harden maleriul from Glastonbury. Rahtz gives these lamps a Fabric 
identifica tion C/M where M is a mcuieval fobri c. Some sherds described as Fabric 
C a t Chcduar a rc o range and rnmain small hacmcli tc and o ther red inclusions -
M P70. Fa bric C; M P95. Fabric G/C but 10 0 lllle fo r G . T his seems to make Fabric 
C rather all embracing. It would appea r rcasonuble 10 assign some of these 10 a 
separate fabric represented by Fa bric 6 occurring bo th at Cheddar and 
Glastonbury, a ll ied 10 and possibly a vari:ition of Fabric 3. l\lfa in fo rms. lamrs 
:ind handbuilt globul.i r cooking/sto rage vessels. l0th-1 2th century. 

The wide variut ion of size and rock lype in the lempcring materials used in fabrics I. 2. 3 
and 6. suggests the use or the local conglomera1e o r gravel dcposils derived rrom it as a 
material source. T he geological si 1uu1ion al Cheddar and G lastonbury is simila r and th is is 
not an indicat ion of source. 

THE POTTERY 

SPOUTS 

Fahric 2. 
I. Figure I. G LSGA/1988/1382. M39. Tuhulur spoL1t with attached small sections of rim 
from a spouted bowl. Marked 'G LASTON 1·. Published: Rahtz. 1974. pi 17-8. 

2. Figure I. G LSGA/1988/1382. MJ9. Tubula r spout wi1h auachcd small sections of rim 
from a spou1ed bowl. Marked ·GLASTON 2'. Published: Rahtz. 1974. pi 17-8. 

Amongs1 the Harden finds a re two spout sherds from 1he 1955 excava tions on the east side 
of the clo ister that revealed 1he first gl:1ss l'u rnace. Details of fabric and local eolo 11ratio11 
suggest th.it lhese 1wo sherds represent one vessel: -
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J. Figure I. About lrnl f of a tubula r spout \\'ilh a llached section of rim from a tubular 
spou1ccl bowl. Labelled 'G55 C LI Po11ery (25)" and ·Po11ery (25). CL 1955. 14· fr. E. @ 3· 6". 
Clay at hn11om and io W. of Kerb.' 

4. Figure I. Shcrd from upper part of tubular spout from a tubular spouted bowl. including 
both external and internal rim. Labelled ·G55. EWC (4). 14·-15· and 3'- 3' 4". under latest 
Kiln Floor. Pre Conquest.' 

Fahric 3. 
5. Figure I. GLSGA/ 1988/ 1382. 1\09. Narrow tubular spout detached complctly from an 
enclosed •pitcher' fo m1. Rcoxidised orange exterior with dark grey core. Marked 
·G LASTON 3·_ Discussed hut 1101 illustrated in Rahtz. 1974. pl 17-9. 

Fahric 4. 
6. Figure I. GLSGA/ 1988/ 1382. M39. Small tubulnr spout and part of the wall of ,111 

enclosed •pitcher· l'orm. Indistinct pencil markings on 1he sherd appe.ir 10 read ·p4 x· and 
·p4 X ..... : 

Fahrit n. 
7. Figure I. GLSG;-\/199 1/82/9. P268. Probable tubular spout comprising u quarter of the 
cireL1tnfcrc11cc of 1hc tube and the outer rim. The lack of any trace of the inner rim of ihe 
tube or of the vessel wall makes it impossible 10 be certain of the type of vessel. Abraded. 
Pale reoxidiscd orange surface with grey core. 

HANDLES. 

8. Figure 2. GLSGA/ 1988/ 1384. /'.•14 1. Labelled ·No. l!J'. Lower pa n of heavily abra<led 
handle detalchcd at point of contact with vessel body. Surface largely missing but light 
brown where present. Core dark grey. Fiihric 2 but sorter than usual with CClarscr tempering 
material and surface voids. 

RIMS. 

Fuhri,· I . 
9. Figure 2. G LSGA/ 1988/ 1383. tv140. Labelled 'No. T Evertcd rim fo rm with natten top 
and incised line just below edge on outer face. Reclclish brown with extensive surface pitting. 

10. Figure 2. GLSGA/1988/ 1383. tvl40. Labelled ·No. 4 '. Robust evened rim f'rom a large 
vessel wi1h an arplied coil on o u1er edge. Dark grey externally. brown internally. D:1rker 
grey core. Pilling on internal surface only. 

11. Figure 2. G LSGA/ 1988/ 1384. M4I. Labelled No. /6'. Similar to 10 above but with the 
rim and applied coil sharply angled. the top being knife trimmed. Reddish brown 10 black 
surf;icc. D:1rk grey core. Some leaching. 

12. Figure 2. GLSGA/ 1988/ 1383. M40. La belled No. 5'. Slightly evcrted rim form with 
some trace of a ridge on lhc outer edge. Reddish brown with darker core. Colour redder on 
interior. Severely abraded und pitted. 
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13. Figure 2. GLSGA/ !9SS/ 1383. M40. Labelled 'No. J'. Sma ll glohub r vessel with an 
evened rim bu1 with no shaq1 change or angle bc1wee11 shoulder and rim. Weathered dark 
brown 10 black slip coating (or burnished surface) on exterior and in ner race of rim. 
Probably 1hrow11 . Fabric similar 10 Faoric I but yellowish brown. liner and softer. A larger 
vessel with a less obviously slipped surface hut 01herwise identical occurs amongs1 
unstratified material from G las1onbury l\found (WPF T!.. u/s. Group 3. Labelled 'Fig.7. No. 
15.') The fa bric is noted as similar to Cheddar EE/C. 

Fabric 3. 
14. Figure 2. GLSGA/ 1988/ 1384. M4 I. Labelled 'No. i s·. Slightly even ed rim form with a 
thin incised line hclow 1he cx1ernal edge. Fabric 3 bul brown 10 black with surf'ace voids. 
Sa ntlswne inclusions showi ng purple. 

15. Figure 2. GLSGA/ 199 1/75/ 1 I. P280. Sharply evened rim-form with slight thickeni ng 
mid-way between rim and shou lder. Sharp pie-crusted edge. Similar form to 16 below. 
Reduced black/brown with sandstone incl usions showing as purple. 

Fahric· .f. 
16. Figure 3. G LSGA/ 199 1/75/ 1 I. P280. Sharply evened rim-form with slight thickening 
mid-\1':iy be1ween rim and shoulder and a sharp edge. Sim ilar fo rm 10 15 above but lacking 
1he edge decoration. 

Fahric 5. 
17. Figure 3. G LSGA/ 199 1/46/2. P27. Approximately one third of the circumference of the rim 
and shoulder of a handbuilt globular vessel with an evened rim. The inside of the joint between 
1he rim and body is 1101 ~moo1hed over giving a disti11c1ive ridge. Some external soo1ing. 

Fulwic 6 . 
18. Figure 3. G LSGA/ 1991 /75/ 11. P280. Three sh1:: rds from a sma ll biconica l vessel wilh an 
evened rim and an applied coil on the outer edge of 1he lip. Pit le rcoxidised orange with a 
grey core. The lower pan of the vessel is sooted cxt.crnally. Limestone inclusions showing as 
a while ned. Some lcachi11g, 

DECORATED HODY SHERDS. 

19. Figure 3. G LSGA/ 1988/ 1383. M40. Labelled 'No. 9'. Shercl from a la rge vessel decorated 
with three bands of a l1crna1c herringbone: diagonal incisions divided by vert ical li nes. The 
incisions a rc 2- )mm \\'ide. Reoxidiscd orange surface wi1h durk grey core. Fabric 3. 

20. Figure 3. G LSGA/1991/75/ 11. P280. Small slterd with a number of incised lines 
aprcari ng 10 iorn1 part or herringbone decoration. 2111111 incisions ntadc with a nat ended 
1001. Rcoxidised orange surf ace with dark grey core. Fabric 3. 

Incised marks a lso occur on twc1 Fabric 3 sherds (a body sherd and a tri pod-pi tclter foo t) 
in grour GLSGA/ 199 1/89/4 PI 17. whilst 1101 forming cohcrant decora tio11. 

A Li\RGE DECORATED VESSE L. 

Amongst the finds from excavations in 1957 deposited by Dr. Harden arc two unusual early 
decorated rim shcrd~ in Fabric J. They would a rpear to be pans of the same vessel. One of' 
them is referL:d 10 in the noic~ accompanying it as the ·orra· shcrd. 
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21. Figure 4. Rim and $houldcr shcrd from a substantial globular vessel. Shon vertical rim 
with a fla t top. Extemally decorated with a vertical applied strip running down from the 
change of angle below the rim and smoothed out onto the shoulder to fo rm a ridge. 

22. Figure 4. Rim sherd as above but including the right hand side of an applied handle or 
projection extendi ng vertically upward rrom the rim and away from it. An applied strip as 
above runs diagona lly down the shoulder to the right ,ll an angle of abou t 45°. 

The envelope containing the two sherds is marked : -

( 14) Glusro11b11r_r .-1 hbe_\' 195 7. 
(2) IJr .... rim. 
43/3 - 2/4 
in N. /Ja/k of Exr J. 

C 
L 
E 

C/oi.1·1er I ( / 956) E.Y1e11si1111 J. 
( I ) N. balk. 
./6' I I'. 2ji 2i1t d<'<'I' · 
rim. 

and on 1111 Inner bag G. 57. CL£. Tuyere. OFFA S NERD. 

22/S 

The sherds originate from an extension trench cut in 1957 to expose the second half of the 
glass furnace excavated in 1956. Unfortunately 1he labelling is unclear and it is difficult to 
establish using Harden·s notes the rela tionship between 1he sherds and the g.lass furnace. A 
reference 10 a ·pagan Saxon· sherd found 8 inches below the ki ln lloor sounds hopeful but 
Lhe locations given on the label suggest that the sherds originated at about the same level as 
the ki ln lloor and outside it. 

Despite the superficia l resemblance of this vessel to some East Anglian Pagan Sa.xon wares, its 
size ,1nd fabric rule out any such i111cqm:1a1ion. It would seem 10 belong to the late Saxon fami ly 
of large storage-vessels decorated with applied strips. ll1ese vessels are relatively uncommon in 
1J1e South West .ind the only example from Somerset is the late 11 th century pot from Castle 
Neroche (Davison. 1972). The. Glastonbury vessel is unusual in the smoc>thing out oft he applied 
strips 0 1110 the hody of the pot. In general the applied strips decorating such vessels arc roughly 
rrcsscd on and decorated with fi nger impressions or more rarely with stamps. 

The nature or the sherds makes it dimcult to clearly interpret the form. In rrnrt icular. the 
natllre or the projections on sherd 22 suggest a hand le allachmcnt. In ligurc 4 1he two 
sketches are intended to indicate what seem 10 be the most probable handle/addition forms 
whic:h might account for the shape of the shcrd. 

DISCUSSION 

The two aims or this report arc fi rstly to uclcl to the range of published Sa,xon nrnte,ia l from 
Lhe South West and 10 the discussion <)f 1ha1 materia l and secondly to examine the 
implication$ ror Glastonbury Abbey. 

The collection of ceramic finds at G lasionbury Abbey taken as a whole contains a 
quantity of Roma n pollery. a range of late Saxon potlcry followed by comb-decorated 
tripod-pitchers and other post-Conquest forms in a sequence running 1hrough to the 
Dissolu1ion. Unlike G lastonbury Tor there is at present no evidence ror any ceramics which 
woL1ld elucidate the period between the 4th and 10th centuries. 

Given that the miclclle Saxon period is likely t<) be vinually accra mic and that the wa res of 
the period a re ill defined. 1he lack of pre- l0th century material should not be taken to be 
particularly signilicanl. The absence of the pre-Saxon imports 1ha1 dclinc the earlier levels on 
G lastonbury Tor and elsewhere is perhaps more meaningfu l although they wou ld be hard lO 

recognise on a site on which Roman conrsewarcs salt every level. 
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The vessel types represented by the sherd!- detailed in this report arc typical of the la te 
Saxon period . The open spouted bowls represented by spou ts 1-4 (Fig. I) occur widely 
nationally but arc p1i ncipally known in Somerset from the complete example found in late 
levels al the Glastonburv Lake Villa!!C und the Wedmorc Hoard vessel. In eenernl fo rms 
0 1 her than simple cooki;1g/s1orage vc~scls a re uncommon 011 Somerset si tcs. -The enclosetf 
spouted forms represented by spouts 5 an<I 6 (Fig. I) arc little known in Somerset. Sherds 21 
and 22 (Fig. 4) represent the on ly recorded large decorated storage vessel from the area. 
unless one counts the late 11 th century example from Castle Neroche .. 

It was A.D. Hallam 's recognition of the Wedmore vessel as Somerset's only dated pre­
Conquest pot which led to his (unpublished) 1954 study of related fonns and fabrics. These 
formed pa rt of Rah1z·s larger 1974 survey of' pre-Conquest pottery in Somerset. Rahtz listed 
four exa mples oft.he spouted bowls - spouts I and 2 from Glastonbury Abbey and the 
Wcdmorc ;1nd Lake Village pots and three exampleg of the enclosed pitcher forms. 
respect ively from Gough·s Cave, Glastonbury Abbey (spout 5) and Steep Holm. 

Rahtz Cheddar Palace fabric type series has provided a rramework for Saxon po11ery 
studies in the area since. In making comparisons between the G lastonbury and Cheddar 
material. as one \\'Ould expect. some of the Glastonbury fabrics fa ll neatly into place. some 
do not. Fubric 3 a t Glastonbury is very distinctive :rnd almost totally absent at Cheddar. 
Fubrics I and 2 on the other hand arc the Cheddar Fabrics C and CC. Fabric C nt Cheddar 
is however a very broad category and Glastonbury Fabric 6 which al Glastonbury could be 
regarded as a variant on Fabric 3 is. when it occurs at Cheddar is ;dlicd with Fabric C. 

The Fabric 3/6 group are typically fired rcoxidised orange (all hough reduced versions of 
Fabric J arc common) and tempered with variable amounts limestone or red/ purple 
'!sandstone inclusions. /\II variations arc characterised by inclusions of ironstone. Fabric 3 
represents one end of that variation with large amounts ol' ironst one and '!sa ndstone 
including large rrag.ments and small amounts of limestone. Fabric 6 represent~ the opp()si te 
extreme wit h the limestone dominant and occuring in large fragments whi lst the ironstone 
and reel inclusions a rc in small amounts and sizes. Fabrics akin to Fabric 6 ocrnr at 
Cheddar particularly amongst the lamps. They arc there generally given the designation 
Fabric C/M where 1\11 is a medieval fabric. This may rcnect the longevity of these fabrics-a t 
Glastonbury there arc rim types and a tripod-pitcher foot in Fabric 3 which clearly intlicnte 
its continued use into the 121h cen tury. The darker fo rms of Fabric 3 are often fou nd 
amongst the finds fro m the glass-fu rnace excavations and the earliest date for this fabric 
must rcm.iin open. 

Some sherds tha1 do not fi1 d irectly into l"abric categories - not surprisingly given the small 
size of th~ group as a whole - may form more distinct fab ric groups when compa red wi1h 
o ther local sites. Sherd I J (fi gure 2) for inst.ince comes from a line globular vessel with a 
slipped or burnished surface. It belongs broadly to the Fabric I/Cheddar C group but is 

' nonetheless distinctive. Exact parallels were found fo r i1 both in quality. ronn and fabric 
amongst finds from the Glastonbury Mound excavations. 

None of the. forms or fabrics clc:1rly suggests a date range be&-inning any earlier than the 
middle of the 10th century. The earliest grass-tempered Chedda r/Glastonbury Tor fub rics 
are not present. Despi te the virtually accramic nature of th~ middle Saxon period. the 
evidence from other sites lc;uls one to feel that there should be some pollery at least which 
could be a~igned to the late 9th/carly 10th centu ry although even al Cheddar the amounts or 
material urc very small. This is a problem tlw1 c;111 only be really resolved in the context of 
proper excavation. 

IL is possibh.: that the few finds that du have associated C.\cavation records could shed 
some light on this. A fu ll examina tion of the documented linds from the 1955-7 glass­
furnace excavat ions might well produce some el'idence. This is an area or part icular interest 
additionally because of the importance or the site for 1hc. study of glass prod uction. 
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Since s-pou1s I. 2 and 5 were pre~enl al Glastonbury in 1954 al the Lime of Hallam·s st udy, it 
is possible 1ha1 they originate from Ralegh Radlord·s 1951 or 52 excavat Ions. 1 These 
excavations revealed the ru·s1 signs of pre-Conquest monastic buildings. Radford suggested that 
these structures represented Dunstan·s rcconstruc1ion of" the Abbey in the mid 10th cc·ntut) '. 
Were the sherds to origim11c from these levels the dating would be entirely compatnble. 

Spouted howl sherds 3 and 4 (iigure I) o rig_i n,11e rrom 1hc 1955 excavation which first 
revealed 1hc Saxon glass-rurnaces, sherd 4 was found ·under the h11es1 kiln noor" according 
10 1he envelope containing it. They a rc unlikely 10 be any earlier than the mid-J0th century. 

In his discussion of the 1955 excavation Ra!egh Radford dated the glass-furnaces to 
"before 1hc middle of the 10th cenlUf)' on the grounds 1ha1 their dest ruction debris was cul 
by robbed fou ndations which he dated to the 10th centu ry and which where in turn overlaid 
by the "kerb" fea ture which he interpreted as pa n of the the mkl- I 2th cloister garden 
(Radford . 1956. 69-72.). Harden in elating the glass commented tha t a lthough most or the 
glass could jus1 as well be Roman ii was not im:onsistanl with a Saxon date. AL least one 
shcrd was in his opinion clearly Sth-1 Ith cenlllf:' (Radford. 1956. 70.). 

Cu1Tc111 think ing_ nn the gla~s would like 10 push it back funher, into the 9th century or even 
the 8th. The problem of dating it is heightened by the relative lack or 10th or 11 th ccnllu) ' material 
for comparison (Just ine Bayley. pers. comm.). Sherds 3 and 4 1end 10 suggest that a 10th 
century dale is more likely although the quali ty of c.xcavation was such that one cannot rule 
out the misinterpre1a1ion offca1ures. l·lardcn's notes on the 1957 excavations arc instructive in 
thi~ respect. The nrnjority o f" the cxc,1va1io 11 was done by labourers and the speed breathtaking. 

Ralegh Radford·s reports and Harden·s notes on the 1957 excav.t tions suggest 1ha1 some 
Saxon pottery was fo und at levels that would suggest a pre-l0th century da te. A ·pagan 
Saxon· sherd found 8" under the l"urnace floor. mentioned in Harden·s notes has not been 
located but another shcrd. designated on its envelope the 'Olra · sherd (21. figu re 4) is 
discussed above. Unfonunalcly it CoLtld 1101 be pinpointed accura tely wi thin the excavation. 
There seems no reason on typological grounds to date it earlier tha n the late Saxon period, 
Radford again argued that Lhe d.t ting of the overlying features to the Dunstan period 
suggested a date for Lhe glass furnaces in the first half of the 10th century (Radford . 1958). 

11 is at present unclear how m11ch non-Roman pottery can be directly ,tssociatcd with the 
fu rnace structures. 1\ lack of Saxon pottery would be more indicat ive of an early date than 
its rresencc. Sherds closely associated with the structures such as sherds 21-2. point at a 10th 
cenrury date. Poucry Group 66 from the 1956 excavation for instance. co11sis1s of one shcrd 
of Fabric 2. one or Fabric 4 and a good 1mabradcd rim in Fabric 3. I I is described as comi ng 
from ·clay beside stone at cntntnce to kiln 15" E". 

CONCLUSION 

The Saxon pollery in the collect.ion at Glastonbury Abbey contains an interesting range of 
f"orms and fabrics and suggests that proper excavation might add considerably to our 
knowledge of these. The lack of early material 1ha1 might point to activity in 1hc 6th or 7th 
cemury is quite clea r cut. In this sense the assemblage is quite dist inct from 1hat at 
G lastonbury Tor. The lack of9th-!0th centu ry pollery however is less pointed si nce even on 

1 When Dr. Riid ford took over as archaco logi,1 in 195 1 there wt1, a rnllcctinn ()f r111ds from 1hc c.,c,l\·ations prior to 
19J!J stored in the Abbey Gatchnu,c. It , eem, un likely th.il much Sa,,on pottery might have hccn amongst s1u:h linds 
since few of those c.,ca\'a tions cut deeply into rclc\'ant Hrca,. In con1·crsation. Dr. Radford commented in reference 10 
the apparent p:1uci1y ofcoa rscwnrcs. tlrnl in his experience ofarch;,cology m Glastonbury in 1hc 1hir1ics ,oar,cwarcs 
were not infr,qucmly thrown aside. R:idford·~ 195 1- 2 find~ were deposited in the ,\bbcy Gatehouse. In 1954 ll1cy 
were ·played wi1h" by children and mm.tdlcd up :1 ncl became combined 11ith the earlier material. ,\s a rc,ult those for 
1954 ;ind sonw others were rctaincu by him ,md not deposited unt il 1991. 
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well exca vated sites where activi ty during this period can be clearly demonstrated. the 
amounts of pottery arc tiny. 

In terms of the archaeological indications fo r the late Saxon period at G lastonbury Abbey. 
the amount and quantity of I Oth/ 11 th century pou ery points to considerable activity al this 
period. This is. of course not unexpected. The relationship between this resurgence of 
activity and the presence of the glass-furnaces require$ further st udy. If the original 
a rchaeological interpretation wa~ correct und spouted bowl sherds really occurred under a 
fu rnace fl oor excavated i11 1955 then the glass production must belong 10 the period of the 
Dunstan reconstruction in the la tter part of the 10th century. Only fun her detailed study of 
the glass-furnace excavation finds (or re-excuvaLion) will show how much other pottery can 
be directly linked with the structures and rnnli1111 or deny the correctness or Ralcgh 
Radford 's original d,1ting. The impression ga ined f rom preliminary examination of the linds 
however. tends 10 argue broadly in his favour. 
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PART 11: SPECIA LIST WAR ES: PERFORATED POTS. DISTILLING EQUIPMENT AND CRUCI BLES 

Amongst the ceramic finds assembled at G lastonbury ,-\ bbcy a rc a number of pieces which 
might be defined as being associ11tcd with specialist scient ific cind technical activi ties. By this 
it is intended to distinguish between these and the more extensive evidence fo r glass working 
in the 10/ 1 Ith centuries und the varied evidence fo r luger scale copper alloy working 
particularly bcll-casling. 

Sherds represent a minimum or eight vessels - two perforated storage vessels, four 
distill ing bases and two crucibles. None of these pieces has the benclit of a context so their 
dating can only be approximate. 

a) T HE PERFORATED VESSEi_<;_ 

The colleCLion contains sherds of two vessels which have been dri lled after firing, perforating 
them. Such modified pots are not uncommon in medieval contexts and recent re5earch has 
shown that they were used fo r a variety of purposes. 
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Vessel 1. (Fig. I.) GLSGA/1991 /79/9. P244. :ind one sherd from GLSGA/ 199 1/75/ 10. P2 79. 
Ve~sel I is a large handbuilt sto rage pot of a d istinctive coarse blm:k lo brown fabric wiLh 
extensive in terna l sooting. Another group of sherds that are possibly related arc catalogued 
as G LSGA/ 199 1/82/8. P267. Group P244 also includes three ot her sherds with internal 
residues both hlack a nd cream in colour. The reconstructed rim diameter of vessel I is 
280mm. the maximum diameter 375mm und the maximum remaining height is 275111111. 

Fou r perforat ions occur in a vcnic:il line down the widest part of the belly of the pot 
placed al approximate 30mm centres. These perforations are all cut from the inner face of 
the vessel. giving the impression of being d rilkd with a sharp point. Evidence for two other 
perfora tions occur on the right hand edge of the surviving sect ion of the vessel. One is 
atypical. being cut from the ou tside and is therefore possibly suspect. The minimum 
ho rizontal spacing bc1wcen grours of holes is 150mm. Such u spacing would almost exactly 
divide the circumference of the pot by eight. 

The vessel shows interesting evidence of its construction. Externa lly on the helly, vertical 
paddle or rib marks relate to linger impressions on the equivalent inner face. On the outside 
hclow the rim horizontal striat ions indica te the use or a scrar er to defi ne and fo rm the 
shoulder and neck or the vessel. Smudging of the lust coil on the top or the rim suggests the 
use of :.i damp clo1h or piece o f' lc~11hcr to finish off. 

The fo rm a nd its construction show similari tit:s with certain Exeter Fabric 20 types (Allan, 
1984.) a nd fo r this reason is dated within the rnngc 11 00,-JJ00. 

Vessel 2. (Fig. 2.) GLSGA/ 199 1/75/ 10. P279. 
Vessel 2 has a rim diameter of 160mm. It is handbui ll with a robust evened rim forn1 end a 
hurd grey to black sandy fabric. It is internally blackened but 1101 sooted. A single perforntion 
just below the neck is dri llt~d from the inside. The unusual rim form of this vessel is paralleled by 
material from Tau111011 (Tau nton Fabric 47) elated in the ra nge 1300-1500 (Leach . 1984) 

The in terna l sooting o r vessel I is ex tensive and indicates tha t the vessel was a t least 
substan tially in tact when the soot ing occurred. It must therefo re be a possihili1y t hat 
the vessel was o rigin,tlly modified for use in some specific process and either as pan of 
tha l func tio n o r subsequently was used to conta in a fire. Vessel 2 has no appa ren t 
sooting or resid ue tha t might s uggest its use. The intt:rna l b lackening may be a rcs ull o r 
fi ring o r o f use. 

Various writers have discussed the function of these vessels. Stephen Moorhouse hus 
found documelllary evidence to show thut pots were perfornted in a variety of ways for 
different purposes includ.ing the prod uction of white lead. and a variety of distilla tion and 
fermentation prO(:esses (Moorhouse 198 1: 117). Ot her suggested functions are ,is ,t container 
fo r hot coals, either as a brazier. curfew or heat source. and that vessels with part icula rly 
large ho les in them might have served as lanterns (Moorhouse. 1986: 112). 

Braziers and lanterns do not require systematically arranged patterns of holes. One of lhc 
white lead recipes quoted by Moorhouse requires a vessel to be pierced at opposing points so 
that rods can be: pushed through. Although insufficient of' either of 1he Glastonbury vessels 
remains 10 indicate clciinitcly that the holes arc arranged in opposition. the precise 
a rrangement o r1he holes in vessel I does argue in favour ofa specialised function rather than 
a simple brazier. 

White lead was the mos1 important white rigmcnt available 10 the medieval artist. It was 
widely used in illu111ir1111ion and pa nel painting. It was rarely used for arehi1ectural 
decoration, blackening with 1imt: when in co111ac1 with lime plaster. Medieval texts contain 
1wo main types of rt:cipc for its manufacture. One of these requires the suspension ol"the leud 
over vinegar in ;1 sca led container. Some versions of this recipe require the vessel to be 
perfora1ed in order to carry rods fo r the suspension or the lead. 
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Strict ly speaking this process makes lead acetate no t lead carbonate: 
Vortc ma ken blankplum. Tac a vessel of corthc.. 01J1cr of trco, of a galun. other more other lasse. 
clwos thu. Et scththc bore holes aeros ithc .iiij . sides, that is 10 siggen. the verstc .iiij. holes an . v. 
unchun. other scththc an . iij . unchun other mor.; hcrrc other . iiij. holes acros. and M> hcrrc ,,nd 
herrc vone thu come to the OYcmosh; enc.le. whether the vessel bco more or lassc. Et scththc I.IC 

led ant melt hit...ant cast it into a cmpti bacyn. other into whet vessel thu woh of bras. that hit 
vlcotc abrod vortc bco thunnc. Et zel hit nis nout 1h11nnc i-noh. tac an homur ant bet hit as 
thunnc as thu myht. Et scththcn tac stlkkcn ant. pule .icros ithe .iiij. holes. in cwruch tlcgre herrc 
an t hcrrc. Et uppon cvcrnch stikkc hongc of that thunnc led. as thickc as thu miht. from grc to 

grc. ,o that nn dcgrc touchc other. Et scththe tac vincgrc ant held into the l'csscl i-noh. so th;,t 
the ncthcnno,te led nc touchc no111 the ,·incgrc. Et seththc tac a ,1011. mhcr a bonl. that wol 
kc"crc Lhc \'Cs,el. ant clo, hit ab<J\'C wcl ant r:1s1c. Et seththc tac fin d cy ant good. ant <lute ul the 
vessel thut 11011 cyr nc go out, hot hen 1J1c holes ant ckcn ahO\'C ryl11 we!. Et thcnnc tac thi vessel 
ant set in to horsse ,lunge dcpc. hi thc space or . i~. niht. o th.:r more. ant thcnnc tac up thi vessel. 
ant unclo,it aho,·c. :1111 %et thu findcst cni led uppon the st ikkcs undclizct. hit is in c..lcfautc or to 
lutcl vincgrc: ant zct thi led is dclizct al ant findcst vincgre ithc groundc. thcnnc hit is wcl. thcnnc 
held out softclichc th:tt vincgrc. a nt tac up thi blankplum. nnt do thcrwith whet thu ,,·olt. 
(Wright. 1846. British Library Harteinn MS 2153. fol. 52 "") 

T his recipe had wide currency from the twelfth century (Thompson. 1936. 93.). Tha t these 
recipes were commonplace is witnessed hy the anonymous author or De A rte I ll umina ndi in 
the late fourteenth century wrote: 

I 11.l\'C round thai there is only one whi te col<J ur which is fit for thc practice 01 illuminating. 
namely. white lead. known ais(J .is ccrusc; for the white from calcincc..l bones will not do. bcc;iusc 
it i, 100 pa.sty. Ami it is not W()rth while to include u method for making white le.id. because it is 
t (>11111ton cn,1ugh knowledge to practicully every one that it is made out or lead . .ind it is n,.idily 
available cvcrywhcn:. (Thompson. I ~33. 2-3) 

Without adtlitional evidence ii is not possible to take this discussion any rLtrthcr except lO 

no te the existence in the G last onbury collect ion two oys te r-shell palettes containing sm:1 11 
quanIi1ies or red :111d hlue pigment. 

b) THE DIST ILLING OASES. 

T he collection conta ins sherds or a n11mmum or four distilling bases. O ne is a handhuilt 
medieval type, the o the rs arc thrown, g lazed bowls in ware types of the sixteenth century. 

These vessels-essentially shallow bowls with :111 externul gallery just helow the rim - form 
the lower part of simple distill ing apparatus ( Fig. 3.). Stood o n a tr ivet over a na me. they 
may contain the substance from which thc distillate is to be produced or act as a base o n 
which a glass cun:ubit o r boll le s tands contai ning the subs tance (Moorhouse, 1972). On the 
galle ry s its the alembic which would usually he made o r pewte r o r g lass a ltho ugh ceramic 
examples are known. The alcmhicconsists ofa domed vessel wi th an inturncd rim at the base 
f"rom which projects a tubular spo ut. The d istillate collects on the dome. runs down into the 
r im and runs off through the spout into a collecting vessel. Figure 3 shows vessel 4 
reconstructed with a typic,d g lass alembic. sealed together with a coil of cl.,y. 

Vessel 3. (Fig. 2.) GLSGA/ 1991 /46/6. P3 1. 
The medieva l d is tilling base is represented by one rim-10-buse shcrd fro m a handbuilt o pen­
fired ve..~scl. An e.xlernal ga lle ry is formed by a fla1tencd coil attached below the rim. The 
base shows signs o f knife tr imming. The rim to base height varies from 58-60111111. the rim 
diverging from the base from right to lcrt. T he gallery is c. 12mm wide. The fa bric is orange 
to grey with fine sand and occaisional larger pieces of irons1onc and quartz. Interna lly ihe 
fabric is grey with yellow to black discoloration on the lower wa ll and floor. The divergence 
of the rim and base makes the exact form difficult to interpret. 



Ceramic Find,· a l Glti.1·umlmry Ahher 

.-or----- -t· --- - --- · - -
' . ~ ~ ..... ... 
' ' ' . 

Fig. 3 Rcco11s1ruc1~d dis1illing appanuus. 

91 

A similar vessel with a disto rted ell iptical rim a nd a patchy interna l glaze has been 
published rrnm Wool House. Southa mpton (Plu11 a.ml Coleman Smith. 1975. W7-IO and fig. 
146.). The e.xcava tor. F. A. A berg da ted the pil group from which it came 10 the fi rst hair or 
the 13th century whilst observing. that the pit had been open fo r several decades. This vessel 
has been d iscussed hy Moorhouse ( 1972. 117.) anti da ted by him to the late thin ecnth or 
fo urteenth century. 

Vessel 4-6. ( Fig. 2.) 
T hese arc represented by five sherds from at least three vessels. All are o r the same general 
fo rm which rollows that of the ea rlier vessel - a sha llow bowl with an externa l gallery 
projecting rrom the wa ll or the pot. 
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Vessel 4 G LSGA/ 199 1 /202. P344. is c. 175mm wide inclusive of the gallery which projects 
14mm from the vessel wa ll and 50mm high. It is glazed fairly evenly externally und interna lly 
olive green except on the top of the gallery and the outside of the rim. It h.is a more or less 
venical rim a hove the gallery wall. The fabric where visible is a reduced orange/brown wi th 
no sign of coarse inclu,ions. There a rc traces of burning on part of the gallery. Vessel 4 has 
been reconstructed in pl:tstcr at some time between the late 1930's and the early 1950·s. The 
reconstruction has involved coating the sherds with a brown varnish which makes 
examination. panicularly of the interior. difficult. There may bet races of residues in1cnially. 
Donya t t. 1450-1550. 

Vessel 5 GLSGA/ 1991 /66/ 12. P205. is c. 180111111 wide including a 14mm gallery and 
reaches a maxim um remaining height or 54111111. It has patchy o live green to brown glaze on 
the interior only al though there arc some splashes on the gallery. Externally it shows traces 
of knife trimming on the lower outer face which suggests that the sherds represent a lmost the 
full height of the vessel. It has a more rounded fo m1 than vessel 4 with the rim above the 
gallery angled inwards. The fabric varies from reddish orn ngc to grey containing fine sand 
and small amou111s of coarse sand. South or West Somerset. 16th century. 

Vessel 6 G LSGA/ 199 1/ 100/6. P304. is represented by one small sherd of gallery and wa ll 
with , trl internal oxidised brown glaze. The fom1 is d ifficul t to detem1ine hut the rim above 
the 9111111 gallery appears to be ven ical. The: soft fabric is orange with fine sand and abundant 
coarse sand ironstone. ,111d clay pellets. South or West Somerset. 16th century. 

The form of vessels 4-6 fit into the general range illustrated by 1\'1oorhouse. The closest 
parallel is ,111 unglazed thrown distilling-base from the 14th century kiln D a t Brill in 
Buckinghamshire (Moorhouse. 1972, p. 112, 11 7.). Another related group or forms from 
Oxfonl~hirc were published in the !940s and include one example from the kil n site at 
Po11ershury dated 10 the late 14th to early 15th century (Jopc. 1949). 

Comparison with more local examples produced no exact parallels. although u mid l 7tl~ 
century example published as Donyntt from Taunton Castle Well has certain sim ilarities 
(Radford and Hallam. 1955). There are a number or vessels with projecting e.xterna l galleries 
rublished rrom the South West. identified as curcubits. There are late sixteenth century 
examples rrom Narrow Quay in 13ristol assigned to Nether Stowey (Good. 1987. nos. I 03. 
274- 276 and 484.), although none of them is convincingly distinct from domestic ware 
forms. An a lternative form with the rim collared leaving an external shelf is the only type 
round at Exeter in rabrics identified HS comi ng from South Somerset (1500-1550). Totncs or 
St. Germans (1600-1660) (Allan. 1984. nos. 1754 and 2137). 

The first references to the use of distillation processes in this country occur in the early 
fourteen th century. It seems likely that Lhey had been in use for some time before that. The 
fo rm of the process and the nature or the equipment used varied little. Numerous illustrations 
in treatises on metallurgy and alchemy show the range of components and their uses. 

The appantt us might be made from a variety or materia ls: the bases commonly or 
cenrmic, the other parts of ceramic. glass or metal. From an archaeological point or view 
the bases are the most freq uent recognisable survivors. At Glastonbury the glass 
collection contains liulc vessel glass and nothing that might be interpreted as being part of 
a glass alembic. Moorhouse records a number of examples of ceramic a lembics. At 
G lastonbury 1hcre is no evidence for these - the remains of a number or vessels of 
superfi cially similar form in sixteen th century local fabrics arc clearly iden tified by their 
tops and hand les as wa iering pots (e.g. GLSGA/ 199 1/90/ 1 P216 and GLSGA/ 199 1/83/ 1 
P254). Other elements such as curcubits and collect ing vessels or receivers are much more 
difficult 10 recognise. · 
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Within the context of the monastery at Glastonbury the purpose fo r which distilla tion 
equipment was required is likely to fit within the range suggested by Frank Greenaway (in 
Moorhouse, 1972. p.86-7). G reenaway sets out four possibilities. The fi rst - ma nufact ure or 
equipment - can he djscounted. The o thers arc the production of a lchohol bot h for its own 
sake and for medicina l purposes, alcbemy and the product ion or nitric acid fo r assaying. 

Documentary evidence fo r medica l activity can be found in Grcai Chan ulcry (Watkin 
1952), in the surviving library catalogue for 1247/8 and io various o ther documents 
recording the Abbey's books (Williams 1897). In 1247/8 the Abbey had a collection of the 
latest Italian texts on medicine and even a tvl edicina le in English. one or only half a dozen 
books in English in the co llection of a round 500 works. 

In the thirteenth or fourteenth century the respectability of alchemy would have been less in 
doubt Lhat it became later and it would not have been unusual for churchmen to study it. In its 
philosophical and mystica.l fon,1 it became progressively more unpopular with the church - it wns 
exprc-ssly banned by Pope John XXII in a ckcree of the l 320s (Bryan and Dempster. t 941 ). More 
genen1lly i1 degenerated into a greedy scramble for imagined riches. By the end or the fourteenth 
century Chaucer was delive1ing a warning against Lhe la11er in the Canon's Yeoman's Tale. 

11 is reasonable 10 suggest that there was a lso a need fo r assaying facili ties in the context of 
a major landowner like Glastonbury A bbey. It was regarded as <.:om monplace to check coin 
in the Middle Ages. 

T he lack uf respectabili ty C>f alchemy in a monastic context docs not of comsc apply ar1er 
the Reron11ation. Indeed the only docume111ary reference connecting Glastonbury with 
i1lchcmy comes from the 1580s. It concerns the clairvoya111 alchemist Edward Kelly who 
cl.timed to have discovered ·red powder". the substance that would change base metal to gold 
a t G lastonbury after receiving information in a revelat ion that it had been hidden there by 
St. Dunstan. Kelly used it to change pa rt of a copper wanning pan to gold and sent the 
results to Queen Elizabeth I who took an interest in such mailers. She cannot have been 
impressed as he was a rrested (Gurland. 1967). 

c) CRUCIBLES 

T he G lastonbury collection contains two small crucibles each represented by a single sherd. 
A second gr oup of crucible sherds a re not dealt wiLh here. They occur amongst the finds 

associa ted with the excava tion of the Saxon glass furnaces in 1955- 7. The most important or 
thest: were published by Justine Bayley in 199 1. 

Vessel 7. (Fig. 2. ) GLSGA/ 199 1/75/6. P275. 
Vessel 7 is a fi nely th rown globular cont,tiner about 50% complete. 43mm high and 57111111 
wide. Enough remains of the upper p.trt of the vessel to show that it was pinched at the rim 
to form a pouring lip. The fa bric is heavily tempered with fi ne sand. It is black interna lly and 
varying in colour from buff on the base to black a round the rim and shoulder externally. It 
appc,1rs to be open-fired but its colouration may be a product of use. Although the base of 
the interior is very black there is no evidence of residues of any kind nor is there any ex terna l 
slaggi ng. 900-1 300 

Vessel 8. (Fig. 2.) GLSGA/199 1/79/5. P 195. 
Vessel 8 consists of a base shcrd of a small pinched clay container more heavily potted than 
Vessel 7. The maximum heigh t of the sherd is 30mm. The orange fa bric contains rounded 
quartz sand and occaisional larger pieces of limestone and is reduced to a blue-grey on 
external surfaces and the faces of some fractures. Tbe vessel was disintegrating when last 
heated. One fragment or limestone has erupted adding to the danrnge. A patch of olive green 
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glaze on the exterior is partially reduced 10 a copper red. There is no evidem:e or interna l 
residues or of slagging on the exterior. 900-1 300 

Small crucibles of this type are usually assoeiate<l with the production and processing of 
precious metals and small scale work with copper alloys or enamels. This might ind icutc 
manu facture of small art icles or be associated wi th assaying or alchemical activities. The lack 
of resid ues precludes detailed discussion. 

Documentury sources shed little light on what small scale mct.1lwork might have taken place 
at Glastonbury. The G reat Chartulary informs us that the po,t of goldsmith was one of the 
hereditary servants onices. One Thurstin had been given the post by A bbnt Henry de Blois 
(1126-71) and was succeeded by his brother Andrew who held the post in 11 89. The herediu11,• 
servants caused the Abbey various problems and they were gradually bought out. William the 
Goldsmjth, who had held the post from c. 1220 rcliquished Lhc. lands and corrody that went 
wiLh it to Abbot Robert of Pcthcn on in 1262 (Watkin. 1952, xcix-cii, civ-cv. 254-5). Abbot 
Pethcn on spent a considerable amount of time and money rcfom1ing the organisation of the 
Abhey. The pa ying off or William should not be taken to mean that the Abbey no longer 
required the services of a goldsmith but rather that Abbot Petherton was removing an 
inellicicnl means of payment and recovering Abbey la nds (Carley, 1985, 233-37). There is 
nothing to suggest that the goldsmiths were p,1rticularly likely 10 work within 1h1: Abbey itself. 
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PART Ill: SELECTED 11\ll'O RTS AND NON- LOC1\L WAR ES. 

T he uns1ra1ilied ma1erial rrom G las1onbury J\ bbey contains many sherds of imported 
pouery rrom 1hc pre-d issolution periods. As bdits a site or the sta tus o f Glastonbury A bhey 
the range and varie1y is great. Amongs1 the la1cr medieval matcri,il this range is also rcnec1ed 
in 1he English wares. 

Tht: range of medieval imron s includes nonh a nd south west French wares as well as 
more exotic wares from Spain. By the late I 51h/ l6th-cen1ury the range has been expanded 10 
include Italian tin-glaze and a range of nonh-west European wares includ ing South 
Netherla nds Maio lica, Malling Wa re. Raeren. Cologne/Frechcn and Martincamp stone­
wares and Beauvais earthenwares. 

Given 1he na ture of the pntlery assemblage only the most genera l conclusions can be 
made. 11 is no iahle that the r roportion o r imported pottery is very low a nd 1ha1 many of 
1hese w,ires arc represented by single sherds or vessels. The commonest medieval imports a re 
1he Suintonge plain wares - 1hcre is only one polychrome vessel. Amongs1 1hc later pouery 
the Rucrcn and Colognc/ Frcchcn stoncwarcs arc the only ones occuring in any quantity and 
even these occur in relatively small number~. 

For obvious reasons. de1ailccl recording or much of this 111.i1crial is of doub1ful value. In 
;1ddi1ion much of the materia l consists of snrnll isolated sherds. The majo ri1y of 1hc rlain 
Saintonge :111d all 1he Raeren and Cologne/ Frechcn wa res have been omilted. The following 
sherds have been selected on the basis o r their rari ly or interest. 

Number 5. a jug rim sherd dccon11ed with sgralTito lettering is the subject of a more 
thorough discussion in Medieval An.:hacology (Kent. 1995). 

I) Figure l. Saintonge Polychrome. (G LSGA/ 199 1/ 187 PJ29) 
Rim, shoulder, belly and base of u Sainlonge po lychrome jug. The rim shows evidence of an 
applied head. Handle-base and spout a llachments are also visible. The vessel has been fully 
rcconstruc1cd in plaster mak ing intcrn,il e:<amina1io 11 or Sl'ction drawing cl iflicuh. The 
joining sherds form 1hrce groups a nd i1 can only be assumed 1ha1 they are correctly 
rcconstruc1ed a:- a single vcs~el. The decora1ion in black, green und yellow consists of three 
entwined leaves on 1he belly and shoulder of the vessel. framed by linea r dcc<)ralion a round 
the rim and upper shoulder. around the 5pout ;111d vertically below the spoul. \.\'ithin 1hc 
curve of t he lower leaf-stem below the spo L1 t is a drawing o r an eye in black. 1275-1350. 

The slender fo rm of 1hc jug is typical as is 1he cn1wincd leaf decoration. The o nly unusua l 
f'ea1ure is the eye. t\ pa rallel o f sons can be fo und on 1he Exeter Saintongc ·puzzle-j ug· where 
two concentric circles around a dot occur al regu lar intervals a mongst entwined lea ves. The 
G lastonbury jug·s eye is very dclinatcly an eye. 

The jug was excavated at some time before 1939 a nd probably after 1933. The trustees 
records (Captain Bowen·s Journal) me111ion it as being pul on d isplay in the Abbo1·s Kitchen 
in Ma rch 1939. ha ving been rccons1ructcd by Bill \Vedla ke. It was however 1101 listed in 
Gerald Dunning's l 933 · Inventory of medieval po lychrome ware fo und in England and 
Sco1land·. Excavations al this date seem 10 have focused on build ings 10 the south and wesl 
of the clo ister (Aston and Leech 1977: Wedlake I 980). 

Although 1here are a good many sherds of Sain1ongc green wares amongs1 the collcc1io11. 
1hc sherds making up this vessel a re 1he only polychrome c.xamples. 

2) Figure I . Northern French. 
This vessel is represented by four heavily a braded sherds. Their context is unknown. hut 1hey 
were probably excavated hcfo rc 1939. They arc, a rim sherd (G LSGA/ 1991/99/9 PJJ0) an<l 
1hrec body sherds (1wo from GLSGf\/199 1/72/8 P252 and ano ther from G LSGA/1991 
/66/ 15 P329). 
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The rim form is slightly everted with a na1 top. a raised ridge runs p.irallcl about 15mm 
below. Applied st rips with vertical knife slashes are placed vertica lly at 15mm centres 
extending from the rim down to just below the projecting ridge. The neck of the vessel 
extends away curving gemly outwards. 1--\ bout 20mm below the raised ridge a re traces of a 
red-clay applied pad. The decorated body sherds arc 100 abraded and indistinct lO give a 
clear idea of the rest of the vessel form. 

The fab ric is pale grey 10 pale pink-buff soft and full of fine sand. The applied decoration 
is made from a soft bright orange firing clay. Internally the surface is covered by a rich 
copper-green lead glaze heavily flecked with darker green. Externally a green-yellow lead 
glaze fired black to dark brown on the red clay decoration and forms orangy brown areas 
where the glaze hus run from them. The copper-green glaze extends onto the top of the rim 
and combines with the externa l glaze around the upper pans of the rim decoration (This 
incidentally clearly indicate· the use of a liquid glaze). A drip on the rim and the direction of 
llow of the glaze indic:W.' that it was fired inverted. 1250-1350. 

3) Figure I. Northern French. GLSG1-\ / 1991 /S5/ l I P237. 
An identical rim-fonn to 2) in the same fobric lacking applied decoration and with the green 
glaze extending over both the internal :111d external surfaces. 1250- 1350. 

4.) Figure I. Northern French. GLSG/\/199 1/77/5 P l67. 
Rim and Lipper handle ofa jug. Reduced fabri c. sandy grey with a black core. Glaze reduced 
oliw green 10 black both internally and externally. Rod handle has large applied cars. 
Probably Roucn. 1200- 1300. 

5) Figure I. Rcdcliffe. Bristol. G LSGf\/ 1991 /72/8 P4I. 
Fragment of anthropomorphi<.: dc<.:oration. Yellow/ bllff fabric with pale olive green gluze 
and applied decoration in black/ brown iron rich clay. A curved rod has been modelled to 
l'om1 a head hy addit ions or huff and iron-rich clay. stabbing and impressing. T he rod may 
have fo rmed part of a handle although given the complex nature of the 111os1 elaborate 
Redcliffc forms it is perhaps more likely to be part of some purely decorative element. 
1275- 1350. 

Redcliffc wares arc relatively common amongst the materia l at G lastonbury. but this is the 
only cxa111plc with anything more than thl! most rudimentary applied strip decoration. This 
is in contrast to the ea rlicr H:1111 G rcen wares which a re represented by a few sherds of highly 
decorated '8' fo rms. chicny the 'hunt ' design (Ponsford 1991. Fig. 5a). 

6) Figure I. East Somerset/Wiltshire. (GLSGA/ 1989/4/ 1 PS) 
The sherd forms about one firth of the rim and shoulder of a finely thrown late medieval 

jug decorated in sgral'fito through white slip with the letters · .. ASOT..' in Lombard ic 
capitals. The fab1ic is fine. sandy, slightly micaceous and contains scallcred dark red 
J'ragmcnts of sandstone or clay. It is rco.xidised orange-red internally turn ing pale blue-grey 
on the outer face under an olive green redllccd lead/iron glaze. 

Below the nattened evertcd rim a raised cordon runs parallel. connected toil by a series of 
evenly spaced applied strips which have their lower ends pushed upwards 10 form 
projections. Below this a horizontal band of white slip 16-17111111 wide fonm a ground for the 
sgraffito lettering. The four letters arc ca refully and conlidently drawn if irregularly spaced. 

A label with the sherd indicates that it was found under the paving of the Abbots Hall 
porch during Bill Wcdlake's excav.it ions in 1979. Wedlakc·s notes show that the excavation 
trench followed the l!ast wall of tl1e porch from north 10 south door leaving most of the 
interior undisturbed. Unfortunately there is no reference in the cxcav.ition notebooks or the 
unpublished interim report (\"/edlakc, 1980) 10 paving or 10 the sherd. 
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The use or Jeucring is extremely rare on Northern Europe-,111 medieval pottery although 
much more common on allied objects such as noor tiles and copper a lloy vessels. There arc 
perhaps 6 or 7 examples recorded nationally (Dunning. 1967. 1974: Cherry. 1985.) 

The inscription is written in Lombardic caritals. Such lettering came in10 general use 
during the 131h ce111u ry. The nutu re of1he inscription is obviously dirticuh to detcnnine. lt is 
perfectly possible 1hat it is nothing b111 a siring or letters. The qua lily or the lettering and the 
conlidem:c or 1he hand would 1end IO suggcs1 1ha1 this is not 1he case. unless fol lowing 
Dunning one were lo argue fo r some kind or amule1ic or magical code (Cherry. 1985). 

T he form. fabric and glaze all suggest an English origin for the jug. Allhough the ri m form 
has French parallels (not least those discussed above) it a lso has parallels amongst a number 
of IJth/carly I 41h-ccntury wares from the South West. The type occurs amongs1 the ma1crial 
from kilns I and 5 al Lavcrstock (t he earlier kilns in u range dated 1230- 75) (M usty. Alar 
and Ell'encc 1969. Figs IJ. 15. ): a t Nash Hil l. Lacock (McCarthy. 1974): on type IC jugs in 
Fabric 40/42 at Exeter ( 1270-1330): and on 131h century Exct.:r Fabric 44 and 45 jugs 
(A llan. 1984. Figs 4, 26. 44. 50, 52.) 

The fabric and glaze. pan icularly in combina tion with 1he use of sli p and sgraffito lind 
closest parnllels with the local \\'arcs of South und Eas1 Somerset. The fabric groups clefi nccl 
as Fabric 40/42 :it Exeter (Allan. 1984): DPT 4 a t Donyau (Colcma11-Smi1h & Pearson. 
1983) .ind PT 132 at Taunton (Leach. 1983) represent more than one ccn1re of productic>n 
hut nonet heless fo rm a closely related range of late 13th/ 14th century clecor.ited wares. 

The similari1y or 1he fabric 10 la1er East Somerset wares might suggest 1hat ii belongs to an 
earlier phase l1f this prodl1ction source within a common iicld of innuence as much 10 

Laverstock and Nash Hill as 10 Donyalt and Sou1h Somer.-et. In ihe con1ex1 or the loca l 
ll'ares the use of a horizon1al slip band would ind icate a la ter dale ra ther than an early one. 
suggesting in combination with the rim form u da te somewhere in the mid 141 h-ccn1ury. 

7) Figure 2. ~-1onteluro maiolica. G LSGA/1991 /45/2 P20. Rim sherd from a small tin-glazed 
dish with a fine buff fa hric and glossy off- whi1e tin-glaze. Decorntcd internally \\'ith ;i 

polychrome lozenge design in two shades of blue. yellow. orange and purple and externally 
wil h a purple band. 1500-1550 (Hurst. Nc,LI and van Beuningen 1986. 12- 15). 

8) Fig L1 rc 2. Montelupo muiolica. GLSGA/ 199 1/92/9 P94A Body sherd from a hollow-ware 
form. Sofl pinky-buff fabric. Tin-glaze detcriora1ccl internally. greyish ex1crnally. Decorated 
in dark blue and yellow wi1h leaves on thin stems radiu1i11g from an indeterminate central 
motif. Late 16th/ I 7t h-century. 

9) Figure 2. Italian maiolica. G LSGA/ 199 1/92/9 P94A. Rim sherd from a sma ll polychrome 
decorated dish. Sort line buff fa bric with glossy tin-glaze on interior and matt excerior. The 
glaze has Oakecl off badly on bn1h faces. The inlernal decoration in light blue. green. yellow 
and ornngc is crisply set out in fi nely drawn dark blue lines. A group o f' leaves and stems 
appears to border a ca11ouchc on the left. 1500-1550. 

10) Figure 2. Mature Valencian lustreware. G LSGA/ 199 1/92/5 P9 1. Sherd from a large 
shallow dish . Pinkish-red fa bric with some small reel inclusions. Overnll matl pin kish tin 
glaze wi1h pa le faded glossy lustre. Decoration: intermill :v irregular coball blue field and pan 
of a border inlilled with ghos1 lustre discs. do1s and stems. E.xtcrnally two ghos1 lustre 
concent,i c bands. the outer one thinner than the o ther. Two lines ex tend ou1 from 1he 0111er 
band al right llngles. 15th century. 

In addi1ion 10 thi.s sherd. two abraded sherds from a small dish (G LSGA/ 1991 /66/6 P l99) 
with ext remely decayed tin-glaze have been identified as Late Andalucian Lustrcware by 
John Allan. 
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I!) Figure 2. Seville green-glazed coarseware. GLSGA/ 199 1/66/9 P202. Lid sherd wiLh green 
glaze over unusually yellow/buff soft fobric. Abraded. l 5/ l6th-cemury. 

These wares arc diflicult to <late an<.! this example is included here because of its unusual 
form and fr1bric. In his recent survey of Seville coarscwares Alfonso Plcguezuolo-Hermindcz 
makes no mention of ceramic lids and none of his examples have seatings for them 
(Plcguczuolo-Hcrni111dcz. 1993). 

12) Figure 2. C11erdo Scco. GLSGA/ 199 1/92/10 P948. Handle shcrd probably from a jug 
form. Sandy buff rabric. Decorated with vertical b,rnds of yellow. blue and white diviclcll by 
matt black lines. On the inner face is a splash of rmrplc glaze. Seville. 1450-1550. 

Cuen/11 seca formed 1he top of the range of Sl·villc w:1res but was rarely exported and 
Hmst suggests that archaeological c.xamples from outside Spain represent personal imports 
(Hurst. Neal and van Beuningen 1986. 60-62). A handle is particularly unusual. The 
me1hods of production were most suited to lla111•ares and 1iles (fields of different coloured 
glaze were separuted by bands of wax mixed with colour and were apt 10 run into each other 
on anything but a Oat surface). Hollow-wares were made but never fo rmed a major part or 
production (Caiger-Smith 1973. 54-55: Lister and Lister 1987. 11 4-11 7 and Fig. 75). The 
vertical line decoration on the handle is a typical solution to the problem. 

13) Figure 2. Spanish tin-glaze. G LSGA/ 199 1 /92/ I O P948. Albarello hody shcrd. Hurd 
pinky-buff fabric with piae<l, discoloured greyish tin-glaze internally and externally. 
Heraldic decorntion in blue. Probably Sevi lle. 1450- 1600. 

14) Figure 2. Spanish 1in-gh1ze. GLSGA/ 199 1/92/ 10 P94B. Body shercl from an a lba rello 
wi1h ;1 soft yellow/huff fabric. Internally thinly glazed white. Externally a rich dark blue. 
Ident ical to examples from Acton Court , Avon in a context or the 1530s (Vince and Bell 
(9CJ2.). 1450-155(). 

15) Figu re 2. Merida-type coa rsewarc. GLSGA/ 1991 /99/ 10 P324. Rim sherd from large 
vert ical walled unglazed vessel. The fabric is micaceous with abundant coarse sand and fired 
to an orn ngy-brown. I 5th-1 61h-cen1ury. The form occurs amongst Seville coarsewares 
(Plcguezuolo-Hernandez 1993 . Fig.5. No. 25: 49). It has been suggested ihat 1he coarser 
browner wares ~,re earlier 1han the more typica l sandy redwares (Hurst, Neal and van 
lkuningen 1986. 69). 

I 6) Figure 3. Sain1onge Plain. G LSGA/ 199 1 /68/4 P 154. Rim and handle sherd from a peg(/// 
wi1h a few splashes or green to yellow glaze tinder the handle. The buff fabric is micaceous 
and has some large red inclusions. Four lines a rranged in 1he fo rm of a ·w· have been incised 
after Ii ring on the upper face of the hundle. Late IJth-early 14t h century. 

Saintongcjug$ and pegau with incised graffiti on handles or base arc not uncommon and u 
number or examples have been published from Southamriton and Exeter (Platt and 
Coleman-Smith 1975 and Allan 1984. 94-96). 

17) Figure J. Sain w nge Redwarc. GLSGA/ 1991 / 100/ 13 P310. Shcrd from a large thrown 
hantlk:. rirobably fro m a peg1111. The fine reel-brown fabric contuins some mic;i. small red 
inclusions ;111d some larger limestone grit. La t.e 13th-early 14t h-cen1ury. 

There a re a numher of exa mples of Saintonge redware including pegmn l'rom 
Southampton but virtua lly none rrom elsewhere (Thompson :111d Brown 199 1, 70- 79). 

IS) Figure 3. South West French polychrome. GLSGA/ 1991 /91/ 1 I P94C. Cha fing dish 
knop. Hard line pink/buff fab ric roughly covered with white slip. The glaze which has 
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decayed and become iridcsccnl. appears 10 contain some tin. The knop is white. The interior 
or the rim an irregular green fl ashed brown where the slip docs not cover the body. The 
exterior of the rim is a dark manga nese purple. 1550-1650. 

For a parallel see Hurst. Neal and vun Beuningen 1986. Fig. 42. 122. 

19) Figure 3. Beauvais earthenware. GLSGA/1991 /96/ 15 PISO. G LSGA/ 1991 /66/ 15 P208. 
GLSGA/ 199 1/99/6 PJ20. T ht: three sherds rom, about half the circumference of a small 
·medallion'-typc jug neck and the upper pan of its handle. The pale grey fabric is covered 
inside and 0111 by n yellow glaze externa lly speckled with green and more heavi ly with brown. 
1500-1550. 

The decorative scheme on nos. 17- 19 is previously unrecorded and the author must thank 
John Allen for identifying them. They represent a mi nimum of two vessels since the 
curvatures of 18 and 19 arc incompatablc. 

20) Figure ] . Beauvais eanhenw:i re. G LSGA/ 1991 /90/2 P217. Base from a typical Beauvais 
small jug fonn. Fine pale grey/buff fabric internally unglazed. Exterior decorated with semi­
circular part of an area of orunge/brown slip and an overa ll yellow glaze. 1500-1550. 

21) Figure J. Be.auvais ea rthenware. G LSGA/ 1991 /90/2 P217. Body sherd from a snwll jug 
form. Fine pale grey/buff fabric in ternally unglazed. Exterior decoruted with a rounded area 
of orange/brown slip and an overall yellow glaze. An incised line defines the upper shoulder 
of the fom,. 1500-1550. 

21) Figure 3. Bea uvais earthenwa re. GLSGA/ 199 1/90/2 P217. Body shercl from a jug 
similar to 17/ 18. Fabric fine and internall y unglt1zed but too heavily sooted to define 
funher. Externally two vertical bands of orange/brown slip and an overall yellow glaze. 
1500-1550. 

23) Figure 3. South Nclherlands M.a iolica. G LSGA/1991 /45/7 P25. Sherd from the neck or a 
vase or jug form with slight traces or :i handle anachment. Buff fabric wi th overall tin-glaze 
and cobalt blue decoration. 1500-1575. 

24) Figure 3. South Netherl.inds t\/laio lica. GLSGA/1991 /92/6 P92. Base shcrd from a vase 
or jug f'orm. Buff fabric with external and internal tin-glaze and cobalt blue clccorn tion. 
1500-1575. 

25) Figure 3. Malling. GLSOA/ 1991 /45/7 P25. Lower body sherd from a polychrome jug. 
Buff fabric internall y and externally tin-glazed. Externally dccorntcd with irregular mottling 
in blLIC. purple. green and yellow. 1550- 1600. 

There arc many sherds indicating the presence of Surrey \\lhi tcwares at Glastonbury 
Abbey, particularly Coa rse Border Wa res. The fo llowing :ire a selection: 

26) Figure 3. Coarse Border Ware. GLSGA/ 1991 /84/6 P232. Sectinn or applied decoration 
rrom a large decorated lobed tup. The fabric is pale grey-buff. coarse with abundant sandy 
inclusions. Green glazed although one added coil shows signs or a brown glaze. The object 
consists or a short tapered rod missing its upper end. Pads back and front originally secured 
it to the inner surface of the cup. T he front of the rod has been slashed three times with a 
blunt tool. At either side a series of three notches conta in the: remains of small added coils 
pointing towards the vessel rim. Above Lhe lowest coil on the right. a seventh squared coil 
points away to the right and is covered with tt brown area or glaze. Some of the coils arc 
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m1ss111g. the rest broken 111 their root. An unglazed are.i on the upper rrom or the rod 
suggests another missi ng element 10 the applied decoration. 1350- 1450. (Pei.tree and Vince 
1988. 66-67; Figs. 33-34: l 19, Nos. 51 4-519) 
27) Figure 3. Coarse Border W.ire. G LSGA/ 1991 /52/3 P44. Base or a small dish or saucer. 
Pinky huff sandy fabric. internally green glazed. Small patch of glaze externally. Typical 
untrimmed base. 1350-1450. (Pearce and Vince 1988. 65-66: Fig, 118. Nos. 510- 513). 

28) Figure 3. Tudor G reen. G LSGA/ 1991/66/ 11 P203. Lower rim a nd waist ofa lohed cup. 
Fine buff-grey fabric. External and internal irregular green glaze. 1350-1450, (Pearce and 
Vince. 1988. Sl-2: Figs. 38: 127. Nos. 589- 596). 

29) Figure 3. Reel Border wa re. GLSGA/ 1991 /92/ 12 P94D. Comb decorated dish base. Blick 
reel fabic with grey core and orange-red external surface. Internally glazed orangy-brown 
with green tinges. Combed decoration applied with .i f'our pointed comb. Base knife 
trimmed. 1600- 1700. (Pearce 1992.9- 11 : Fig. 3: Fig. 19. No. 16) 
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