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INTRODUCTION 

Amongst the 11nds from the 1955- 6 excavations at the ·Lake Village· of Mca re Village East 
wns ~n unidentified copper alloy mount. found under Mound 14 (Pl. I: Fig. I, 1; Coles 1987, 
70-2. no. E 78. fig. 3. 12. E 78. pl. I, E 78). It is identified here as a rnre ornamental mount 
from an Iron Age shield. The description of it given below is slightly different from that 
publishctl previously. 

Description 
The mount consists of two distinct circular elements, with an overall diameter of 33 mm. The 
central raised moulding, or boss, is a disc of opaque red glass ("enamel') which now has two 
cracks in it. both of which are filled with :t black organic substance likely 10 be an original 
pitch or bitumen backi ng. A patch of this substance is visible on the underside or the red 
glass. The outer. copper alloy. moulding is decorated in rdief. In addition 10 the central rivet, the 
mount was atlllchcd to the object it o rnamented by two rivets near to the edge. All three of these 
rivets protrude beyond the base of the mount. There is no certain evidence for a base plate: a few 
slightly raised patches on the under edge of the outer moulding a rc corrosion products which 
might derive from either a base or the object which the mount ornamented. 

Para/Ids 
Although the mount was not identified in the M eare Vi/luge Eosl report (Coles 1987. 70). it is 
very similar 10. although slightly smaller than. two mounts from what was probably an Iron 
Age ·Arr-dS· type burial, likely to elate to the second century BC from Bugthorpe. East Yorkshire 
(Fig. I, 2-3: Stead 1979, 58- 60, fig. 20, 2-3). TI1e construction of the Bugthorpc pieces is more 
elaborate, having base plates by which the mounts were allachcd. but the separate central 
mouldings of the finds arc closely comparable. TI1t'SC mounts provide the l:x.'St British parallels for 
the Mean: Village East find, but this should not occasion surprise as brooches from Yorkshi re 
also provide the best parallels for a rare type of brooch found at the site (Dent 1995). 

In considering the Bugthorpe mounts. Stead drew para llels with an example from the 
Grimthorpc, East Yorkshire, burial and with mounts from two early La Tene burials from Letky 
and Sulcjovice in Bohemia (Stead 1979, 58-60. fig. 20: lf Stead 1968, 176-8: 1985a. 41: Moucha 
1969). Stern.I has .tlso noted parallels with finds from the mid-La Tene burial of Menfocsanak 
grave 14 in Transdanubia. Hungary (Stead 1985a, 39: cf Horvath et al. 1987, 23- 5, pl. xv). 

Although Stead has cautiously allowed the Bug.1horpe mounts to be considered as no 
more than possible shield mounts ( 1991a, 30, no. F. I). ranly because or the uncertainty as 

69 



70 S0111,,rse1 Arc/Jaeolog_r m11I Na111ra/ Hi.1·wn·. J9Y6 

lncfiesT • 1 · 1 1· l 
j I I . I I I I, 

Plate I Dccora•cu moun1 from Mcarc VIiiage E:is1. CopyrigJu: Somcrsc• Coun1y Council Museums Scr"icc. 

10 whether they derived rrom a burial. no human bones a rc recorded; the context and 
disposition of the mounts in the central European burials leaves li t1le doubt that they 
decorated shields which had be,ween 2 and 4 mounts. usually placed adjacent 10 1he boss 
(Moucha 1969. Abb. 5: Horv.ith e/ al. 1987. 38-9, pl. :-vi: Szabo 1995. fi g. 80). It seems likely 
11ml the mou111s from Bug1horpe and tlrnl from Mc.ire Village Eas1 also decorated shields. 

O1her pieces from Meare Village East which may be from shields include a piece of copper 
alloy binding also found under mound 14 very close 10 the 111oun1 (Coles 1987, 72, no. E 79, 
fig. 3.12. E 79) and a piece of binding likely 10 be from a hide shaped shield (ihid, 70, no. E22, 
fi g. 3. 11. E22: Stead 1991 , 36. no. E9). A dcconllcd mount which was suggested to be from a 
shield (Coles 1987. 67. no. E 12, fig. 3. 10. E 12), finds bcuer parallels instead amongst possible 
sword scabbards (cf Stead et al. 1981. 73). 

Whe1 her the Meare Village East and Buglhorpe mounts were placed ne.xt to 1hc shield 
boss is not known. What seems 10 be a qua trefoi l decorative arrangeme_nt of rela1ed mounts 
around the boss is known on a rind from the River Thames at Fulham (Stead 1985a, 41- 5, 
C,g. 18). However. related roundels ci1 hcr dccora1e rhc 1em1inals. or arc integral with. the 
spines of the copper alloy shields fronls from the Rivers Thames/Abbey al Chertscy, Surrey 
(Stead 1991a, 5. fig. I, delail; 5). Trenl at Ratcliffe-on-Soar (Wa1kin 1995: Wa tkin e1 al. 
1996), and Witham (Jope 197 1. 62. pl. xx: xxiii- iv). The s.1mc may also be true or the 
Wandsworth 'musk' shield and 1hc Ba11ersea shield, bo1h from the Thames (Stead 1985a, 40- 1 ). 
All these pieces arc indubitably British (pai:e Kilbride-Jones 1994). 

Decvra1io11 and date 
The moulded, curvilinear. decora1ion of the Mcarc Village Eas1 mount enfolds u series of 
five pellets. This general style of decoration is well known on British Iron Age objects such as 
sword scubbards (Stead 1985b. 21-3) and it is necessary 10 look no further 1han the Bugthorpe 
burial for rclaicd decoration on the cha pc or a sword (Stead 1985a: 31- 2, fig. 10, j. tab. II: 1985b, 
49. fig. 66: 10: 1979. 60-1 , fig. 21, 4; pl. 10.t: Megaw and i''>'legaw 1989, 214, fig. 360). 

Much of this style of decoration, which lies between Stead's ~1ylcs IV- \/. was long 
considered to dale late in the Iron Age (e.g. Stead 1985a, tab. II) but reccnl finds from Burial 
112 at Mill Hill Deal , Kent (Slead 1995, 58-64, SS-95) and burials at Wetwang Slack and 
Kirkburn in Yorkshire (Stead 1.991b: Mcgaw and Mcgaw 1991. 295-303. fig. 8- 10) show 
1h111 style \I must have been currc111 no later than the third century BC. The British. Irish. 
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Fii;. I Decor;11cd mounts; I. i\kare Village E:1,1. Somcrscl (:if1cr Coles 1987. lig. 3. 12. E. 78. with aherations): 2-3 
fiug1horpc. E.,st Yorkshire (afler Ste;1d 1979. fig. 10. 2- J). 

and continentul European antecedents for the a ll-over decoration on the Bugthorpe 
scabbard would be compatible with a th ird or second century date for it. Individual elements 
of the Bugthorpe scabbard - the chupc clump and campanulate scabbard mouth - could be 
as e,1rly as the early 1hird cen tury. while the heavy chape could be as late us the late second 
century. All these elements c1re. however, 1ypical of La Tene II (mid-third-mid-second 
centuries BC) (Stead 1979. 63--4: 199 1b, 64, fig. 50; <f Lejars 1994. 44-9), and a elate in this 
phase seems most likely. The enamel decoration on the Meare Village East mound cerLainly 
does 110 1 indicate a late date (Stead 1985a. 34: Challe1 1992). 

The decora1ive shield mounts from the central European burials mentioned above date 10 
the founh-1hird centuries BC. while the shields from Chcrtsey. Ratcliffe-on-Soar and the 
River Witlwm could all tlatc tc> 1hc Lhird century. Simple crcscent.ic mounts ha ve been found 
0 11 the hide-shaped shield from Buri.ii 112 a t Mill Hill, Dea l. which dates 10 the late third or 
early second ccnlury BC (Stead 1995, 69. fig. 19, 12-1 4; 21, 12-14; 24). 

On the basis or these rnmparanda a date in the late third or early second century BC may 
be suggested for the Mearc Village East mount. The deposits under mound 14 muy be 
associarcd with the earliest occupat ion of rhc sire (Coles 1987. 45. 136, 243--4: c/ Barrell 
1987). This context. and the brooches associated with the mound (Coles 1987. 77). would 
also support or a third or second century BC date for the mount. As such it would join the 
small group of British shields, often elaborately decorated . of this date (Stead 199 1a). 
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