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INTRODUCTION 

Lancin Farmhouse has been extensively renovated since it was surveyed and reported 
upon in SANH vol. 135 . During the work, a rare opportunity arose to examine elements 
of the building which had been concealed at the time of the earlier survey and which , 
now that the work has been completed, have to some extent been concealed once more. 
During the progress of the work some of the timbers were subjected to tree-ring dating 
and the medieval thatch was examined by an archaeo-botanist. Many of the conclusions 
reached in the previous report are sti ll va lid , but the further ev idence which has come .to 
light show that the house is even more complex than origina ll y thought , passing through 
s ix phases of development over the period from the early 15th century to c. 1700. For 
technical reasons it was on ly possible to date the third phase by dendrochronology , 
though a useful datum for the structure as a who.le was established as a result. 

The house (ST 285079) is located in the centre of Wambrook (a parish transferred 
from Dorset to Somerset in 1896) , and forms part of a farmstead which earlier comprised 
a barn (having a jointed cruck roof), stable , linhay and byres (P late 1). By 1990 , the 
house was in a very neglected state, having been unoccupied for about 30 years . The 
thatch had , however, been clad with corrugated iron , and the building thus remained in a 
reasonably sou nd structural condition . 

TENUR.JAL HISTORY, by Mary Parmiter 

Lancin Farm occurs as Londenesham or Londesham in 13th century and as Lansham in 
1517 . A manorial survey of 1550 records that a tenement , curti lage and ferdal ca lled 
Lansham were held as a copyhold by Edith Legge with reversion to John and William 
Legge . The will of John Legge , husbandman, dated 1549, proved 1551/2 , refers to his 
w ife Edith and her brother Francis Dorman , but contains no mention of Lancin Farm 
itself. 1 

The manor of Wambrook was so ld by Sir Francis Willoughby .in April 1588 and in 
August that year a deed records the purchase by another John Legg of tenements and 
appurtenances in Haslecombe, Lanscombe and Lyendowne. George Legg so ld lands in 
Wambrook in 1620 , and in 1696 William Legge of Lansen, yeoman, E li zabeth his wife , 
and John Legge of Lansen, yeoman, his brother, so ld further lands to their tenant William 
Brown. 

Fo llowing the Legge famj ly's tenure, the history of the farm remains obscure until 
.178 L. In that year Robert Deane , member of a large landowning fami ly of woollen and 

101 



102 Somerset Archaeology and Natural History, 1994 

Plate I Lane in Farmhouse from the sou th . 

c lothing manufacturers , is recorded as li ving there. T he fa mil y still owned the property in 
1844, the da te of the tithe apportionme nt , and the property ultimately passed through the 
fema le line to David Eames, who so ld Lancin to the gra ndfather of the present owners. 

STRUCTURAL HISTORY 

introduction 
Lancin was or ig in a ll y an open-hall hou se w ith a traditional three-rooms-in-line and 
cross-passage plan . Later , in the post-med ieva l period , the house was fully floored in 
vario us s tages, still under its low roof (Fig. 1). The rooms are named on the basis of their 
presumed original purposes throughout , although from the J 7th century they probably 
became the li ving roo m, kitchen and parlour respectively . 

The wa lls are principally of rubble limestone and chert, but some locali sed areas of 
cob remain in both the north and south wa ll s in the area of the ha ll. Cob also occurs as 
infi ll at eaves level in the low end. The original med ieval thatch surv ives and consists of 
rivet wheat (Triticum tugidum)2 set on a base of watt les, all heav il y smoke-blackened. To 
the west of the cross-passage the walls have been ra ised , probably in two stages; in some 
instances earli er wa l.1-p lates were c ut through when l.ater wi ndows were inserted in raised 
portions of wall. A remnant of an oak ovoJo- moulded mullion window was found which 
had served the upper part of the sta ir-turret , Stl , but all the o ther windows were s imple 
wooden casements. 

The section (Fig . 2) g ives an indication of the complex ity of the building and clearly 
shows the variations between the three parts of the roof . T hese variations represent 
distinct and sequenti al phases of development , the ball havi ng true crucks of the 15th 
century (C2 and C3), the low e nd having one 16th century jointed cruck (JCl) and the 
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Fig.3 Lancin Farmhouse in the early I 5th cen tury. 

high end a 17th century collar truss (T4). In view of these intricacies, the phases of 
development are dealt with individually. 

Early 15th Century (Fig. 3) 
The evidence of the cruck trusses with the associated roof structure, and in particular the 
windbraces that project from C2 towards the low end (all of which are heavily smoke­
blackened) make it clear that the house was originally single-storey and had a two-bay 
open hall (which included a cross-entry) and probably a room on either side. Fragments 
from each blade of cruck C2 have been identified as ash (Fraxinus sp .) but the other 
coeval cruck is of oak; although there is no national database of such information , the 
presence of ash in a cruck appears to be a unique finding. 3 

The extent and form of the high end at this time is unclear , and as there is no surviving 
evidence to indicate that cruck C3 was fully closed, and as it is not aligned with partition 
Pt2 (the di stance horizontally between them is 3 ft (0.9 m)), one comes to the conclusion 
that there may not have been an inner room, and that the hall may have incorporated an 
extra bay at the high end : such an arrangement is thought to have existed in some 
medieval Devon houses.4 The partial closure of C3 may nevertheless have served to keep 
the high end of this poss ibly elongated hall clear of smoke. 

The shouldered headed doorway, D3 , at the south end of the cross-passage is of this 
period , as is doorway D2, which eadier formed part of one of the low partitions which 
divided the cross-passage from the hall and the low-end room . 

Early 16th Century (Fig. 4) 
The hall fireplace, F2, was inserted at thi s time. It has freestone jambs with chamfers 2 
in . (0.05 m) deep terminating in shallow step and run-out stops and a wooden 
bressummer with similar chamfers and stops. The exposed end-grain of the bressummer 
was dendro-dated in situ and gave a result suggesting that the last ring on the beam was 
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Fig. 4 Lancin Farmhouse in the early 16th century. 

dated 1493. The sequence consisted entirely of heartwood , and by adding the minimum 
expected number of lost sapwood rings, a felling date some time after 1503 is suggested .3 

In the back of fireplace F2 is a salt hole and on the passage side of the stack is a large 
stone with the initials 'AL' (probably for a member of the Legge family); the stone also 
bears many incised criss-cross lines which may be apotropaic marks (anti-witch symbols) 
such as are sometimes found in medieval and post-medieval houses . In the north wall, 
close to this fireplace , a wood-lined spice cupboard has been exposed measuring 14 in. x 
14 in . x 14 in . (0.36 m x 0.36 m x 0 .36 m). It has a scratch-moulded door surround and 
false mitres (the cupboard door , however, is an 18th century replacement and has 
butterfly hinges). 

A consequence of the insertion of fireplace F2 was a reduction in the size of the hall. 
To compensate for this loss of space , the low post and panel partition , Pt2 (Fig. 5) , was 
inserted ; at the same time the high end was enlarged to form an inner room and chamber 
over. Doorways D5 and D8 are integral with this partition , the head of each doorway 
being cut out of the head beam (D8 had been concealed at the time of the earlier survey). 
The partition panels are generally 10 1/2 in. (0 .27 m) wide and the posts 9 in . (0 .23 m) 
wide with flat chamfers l '/. in (0.03 m) wide terminating in diagonal stops 26'/. in . (0 .67 
m) above the floor. The height of these stops suggests that originally a bench was set 
against the partition. The posts are tenoned and pegged into the head-beam and the 
chamfers form masons mitres. 

The inner-room side of this partition .is finished with a rough face and there is no 
chamfering . It is suggested that the rough finish may be due to the fact that the partition 
was covered with a wall hanging, a combination of factors found in some Devon houses.6 

Straight-sided housings, c. 6 in. x 6¾ in . x 2¾ in. (0.15 m x 0 .17 m x 0.07 m) deep , 
have been cut into the inner-room side of the head beam (the housings do not penetrate 
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through the head beam which is 3 1h in. (0 .09 m) thick) . This simple type of joist bearing 
is unusual ; more elaborate joist fixing would have been expected in this period together 
with evidence that pegs had been used to secure the joists . Thi s partition has been 
completely dismantled and reassembled, and it was noted that there were no peg holes in 
the upper face of the head beam which could have signified that earlier joists sat on top 
of it. 

The housings are, in general, spaced 13 1/i in . (0.34 m) apart, but the spacing over 
doorway D5 is 241/2 in. (0.62 m). The latter spacing is significant as it indicates that the 
earliest stairs were located on the inner-room side of doorway D5, joists PX and PY 
acting as trimmers . Whereas the round-headed doorway D8 fits this period, it is 
considered that originally the head of D5 had a deeply four-centred form and also that it 
was then narrower, the width corresponding to the space between the joists PX and PY. 
The metamorphosis to the peaked head now seen is deduced from the evidence of the 
partially empty morti ces on either side of the opening in the soffit of the head beam over 
D5 and the reduction in the width of the door-pos ts when compared with the right-hand 
door-post of D8. An example of this combination of deeply four-centred and round­
headed forms is noted at Higher Eastington , Lapford, Devon , a house of the same 
period.5 

Circa 1533-34 (Fig . 6) 
It can be seen (Fig. 2) that the purlins and ridge-piece of the low-end roof do not align 
with those of the roof over the hall , and as they rest upon the hall stack, they clearly post­
date it. Also, as indicated above, this roof replaced an earlier one. Some elements of thjs 
later low-end roof have been dendro-dated and the laboratory report states that three 
samples from two rafters and a secondary purlin in this part of the roof were matched to 
produce a short but replicated sequence. The quality of the matches between these 
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Fig. 6 Lancin Farmhouse, c . 1533-34. 

samp les indicates that they were all derived from the same tree, and a felling date 
between the winter of 1533 and the summer of 1534 is suggested . The report also states 
that these radially split timbers had no apparent signs of re-use , and it is likely that they 
reliably reflect the reconstruction of this end.3 The lintel to the low-end window, WI, 
which was integral with the jointed cruck , JCl , has also been dendro-dated to 1533-34 . It 
is reasonable to assume that the jointed cruck is also of this date . 

This new roof was occasioned by the lengthening of the low end and the provis ion of a 
smoke hood , the vertical members of which were morticed into the top of the south end 
of beam B 1. It seems that this smoke hood was not very efficient as its use resulted in 
some smoke spillage into the low end w.ith consequent light smoke blackening of the new 
roof. 

Mid 16th Century (Fig. 7) 
The ceiling beams in the hall have deep chamfers and pyramid stops, and although the 
chamfers on the ceiling beams in the low-end room are also deep they have step and run­
out stops. These details indicate that the upper floors and partition Ptl were inserted at 
this time , although bearing in mind the different styles of chamfer stops it is possible that 
the floors were not installed simultaneously . Fig . 5 shows that the hall beams were 
installed 3 1!2 in . (0.9 m) above the top of the low partition Pt2 . The provision of the fi.rst 
floor chambers over the hall and the high-end room occasioned the addition of the turret 
stairs , Stl , which made the earLier internal stairs redundant and , as it apparently became 
more convenient to use doorway D5 as the access to the inner room, that doorway was 
widened and a new head cut to the more up-to-date peaked-head form . As a consequence , 
the adjoining doorway, D8 , was blocked with a post and two panels. 

Early 17th Century (Figs 1 and 2) 
In this period the high end was up-graded to provide a superior parlour with a chamber 
over it. This involved a substantial number of alterations. In particular , the high end was 
extended and the upper floor and roof raised; fireplaces F3 and F4, having freestone 
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Fig. 7 Lancin Farmhouse in 1he mid I 6th century. 

surrounds and cambered wooden lintels , were installed; three fleur-de- li s plaster motifs 
were fixed to the walls and one floral spray motif was set in a reveal of the north window 
of the parlour; and some new windows were provided at a higher level in the first floor 
rooms . 

Circa 1700 
At about this date further modernisation occurred: the floor in the low-end room was 
lowered, the smoke hood was replaced by the insertion of a fireplace with a stone stack 
and , probably at about this time , the south wall of the low end was rebuilt and realigned 
(the stops at the south end of beam Bl are mostly concealed as a result) . This low-end 
room then became consolidated as a kitchen. 
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