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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2012

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was 
held in the Victoria Centre, Bridgwater on 12 May 
2012. The Chairman, Chris Sidaway, welcomed 
members to his home town and observed it was 
also a pertinent venue for the President’s Address 
on Somerset’s Industrial Heritage. The Chairman 
then inducted Mr. John Bebbington as President 
of the Society for 2012–2013 and confirmed 
Mr. Brian Murless as Vice-President for 2012-
214. There was then a brief ceremony to bestow 
Honorary Life Membership on the Reverend 
Brian Kirk and Dr. Philip Radford for many 
years of outstanding service that both had given 
to the Society. It has been another eventful year 
with many significant events that the Society 
has organized and securing the future wellbeing 
of most of our property portfolio. There has 
been an evolutionary review of the governance 
of the Society, emphasising democracy and 
accountability. The accounts for the year show 
further erosion by £19,332 of our unrestricted 
funds but we have put in place robust 5 year plan 
to bring our operational budget into balance. Our 
investment portfolio remains healthy and our fund 
for research grants remains strong. In September 
2011 the Museum of Somerset was opened and 
has thus far attracted around 45,000 visitors and 
achieved national acclaim winning applause in 
the Museum’s Journal. On 9th December 2011 
HRH the Earl of Wessex gave Royal “approval” 
by officially opening the Somerset Heritage 
Centre and was given a tour which included 
many documents and books from the Society’s 
collections. In October the meeting of the 
Associated Societies was hosted by the Somerton 
History Society and organised with great panache 
by Nancy Langmaid. Also in October the Society 
visited the Bath Royal Literary and Scientific 
Institution for one of our General Meetings which 
included a lecture by Matt Williams, Curator of 
the Institute on “Rediscovering Moore’s ‘missing 
fossils’ which are in SANHS ownership. In the 
afternoon we visited the Holbourne Museum 
to view the nationally important collection of 
C18th and C19th artworks. Also in January the 

Archaeology Committee, in partnership with 
SCC and other partners hosted “Lost Islands 
and Hidden Landscapes” at the Strode College, 
Street which was a sell-out of 300 seats. This is 
the sort of event that the Society is able to put on 
and provided an exemplary Symposium attracting 
academics and members from across the West 
Country. Work continues to gain funding to realise 
the ambitions for Castle House in partnership with 
Somerset Building Preservation Trust, the Vivat 
Trust and Somerset County Council. We have 
achieved funding from Viridor Environmental 
Credits, the Heritage Lottery Fund and English 
Heritage to over £1 million. The refurbishment 
will result in a holiday let on the upper floors 
with an interpretation and education centre on the 
ground floor. Tenders are expected soon and work 
on site will begin within 3 months. We still face 
some challenges but enormous inroads have been 
made over the last few years in securing futures 
for our property portfolio – the Castle has been 
refurbished to the highest standards, the Somerset 
Heritage Centre provides us with a home and 
meeting space, we have increased our rent from 
the Castle Hotel, negotiated a rent from Mambos 
for Ina’s Garden. Wyndham Hall remains to 
be resolved but there are exciting plans for its 
refurbishment but we would be keen to recruit a 
“champion” with to lead a project team to achieve 
our ambitions for this hall. All in all the successes 
of the Society and the milestone achievements with 
our principal partners Somerset County Council 
far outweigh any perceived inadequacies and we 
are inexorably linked to the Council and have 
been since 1957. We have to work with partners 
to find solutions and there may be compromises 
along the way but our advantages, particularly 
fiscal run into hundreds of thousands of pounds 
in “in-kind” support. In recent years we have been 
party to a staggering £18.3 million in pursuit of 
the Society’s aims in championing Somerset’s 
heritage. We need to protect these advantages in 
the face of the impending County Council review 
of their heritage service delivery.
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OBITUARY

BARBARA J. LOWE FSA, 1927–2012

Barbara Lowe died on 28th August 2012. Barbara 
was greatly committed to her adopted home 
of Keynsham and to exploring its archaeology 
and local history with fellow members of the 
Keynsham & Saltford Local History Society. 
When the site of Keynsham Abbey was to be 
removed in 1961 in the building of the by-pass, 
it was volunteers from the Bristol Folk House 
Archaeological Society who carried out rescue 
excavations on the site and later gained permission 
to extend the excavations to adjoining land. From 
1970 Barbara served as Assistant Director and 
she it was who ensured that the excavations were 
fully reported in the Proceedings of the Somerset 
Archaeological and Natural History Society. 
From this experience she developed a particular 
interest in medieval floor tiles, initially privately 
publishing those from the abbey, but with the 
encouragement of Elizabeth Eames of the British 
Museum she extended her work to a census of the 
decorated medieval floor tiles of Somerset and its 
publication in the Society’s occasional publication 
series. Her interest extended to supporting the 
experiments of the Bickley Ceramics Project over 
almost the entire span of its work from 1981 to 
2010.

Barbara was also greatly committed to the 
county Society and its work of promoting the 
archaeology of Somerset. She served on the 
Archaeology Committee for many years and as 
its representative on the Library Committee and 
as a Trustee of the Society from 1994 to 2008, 
regularly travelling by train from Keynsham to 
Taunton to attend meetings even on cold winter 
nights.

She was elected a Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries of London in 1990 in recognition of 
her work. She will be remembered as an esteemed, 
highly respected and well-liked colleague who it 
was a privilege to know.

Our sympathy goes to her surviving son, Peter, 
and her family.

DAVID DAWSON

Select bibliography
1978, The Medieval Floor Tiles of Keynsham 

Abbey, Keynsham: the author.
1987, ‘Keynsham Abbey: Excavations 1961-1985’, 

Proc Somerset Archaeol. & Natural History 
Soc. 131, 81-156.

2000, Keynsham Cameo – a brief history, 
Keynsham: Keynsham & Saltford Local 
History Society. 

2003, Decorated Medieval Floor Tiles of 
Somerset, Taunton: Somerset Archaeological 
& Natural History Society.

with Margaret Whitehead, 2003, Images of 
England – Keynsham, Stroud: Tempus 
Publishing Ltd.

with Harrison, S.A. and Thurlby, M, 2005, 
‘Keynsham Abbey Excavations 1961-91:Final 
Report Part I: The Architecture of Keynsham 
Abbey’, Proc Somerset Archaeol. & Natural 
History Soc. 148, 53-102.

2006, ‘Keynsham Abbey Excavations 1961-91: 
Final Report Part II: summary and review’, 
Proc Somerset Archaeol. & Natural History 
Soc. 149, 123-138.

2006, Keynsham Abbey – a Cartulary, Keynsham: 
Keynsham & Saltford Local History Society.

2008, Glimpses of Life at Keynsham Abbey, 
Keynsham: Keynsham & Saltford Local 
History Society.

2008, Keynsham Memorial Park – a history of the 
site, Keynsham: Keynsham & Saltford Local 
History Society.

Somerset Arch Soc -No. 156.indb   271Somerset Arch Soc -No. 156.indb   271 09/08/2013   10:06:3209/08/2013   10:06:32

9195 SANHS PROCEEDINGS VOL 156 AUG 13



272

ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 2012

Compiled by D. BROMWICH & P. GOOCH

DONATED BY THE REVD B.W. KIRK

Alleine, J., An alarme to unconverted sinners . . . (Tho. Parkhurst, 1696)
Alleine, J., Christian letters (1767)
Alleine, J., Divers practical cases of conscience, satisfactorily resolved (Nevil Simmons, 1675)
The Ambassador: news of the Congregational churches at Bishop’s Hull and Norton Fitzwarren (January 

1959)
Barber, J., The dignity and felicity of the conquering saint: a sermon occasioned by the . . . death of the 

Reverend Thomas Reader . . . (printed for the author, 1794)
Black, G., Typescript letter to the Revd B.W. Kirk about the writer’s great-grandfather, the Revd W.H. 

Heudebourck (1973)
Bound volume of sermons, etc., with the cover title: Heudebourck Papers - Paul’s Meeting, Taunton 

(1814-16)
Calamy, E., An abridgement of Mr Baxter’s history of his life and times . . . , vol. 1 (of 2) (John Lawrence, 

1713)
Centenary of the London Missionary Society: proceedings of the Founders Week Convention . . . (London 

Missionary Society, 1895)
The Congregational Quarterly (October, 1923)
Congregational Year Book (1856)
Davies, J., Repose in trouble; and, The pastor’s farewell: two discourses delivered at Paul’s Meeting, 

Taunton . . . (W. Bragg, 1843)
The Evangelical Magazine (September, 1852), containing portrait of Revd H. Addiscott
The Evangelical Magazine (December, 1876), containing portrait of Revd S. Wilkinson
The Evangelical Magazine (October, 1893), containing biographical note on Revd J. Marsden
Findlay, J. et al., Four sermons preached at the fifth general meeting of the Missionary Society (T. 

Chapman, 1799), including one by Revd J. Tozer
Grove, H., Discourses, tracts and poems . . . , vol. 4 (James Waugh, 1747)
Grove, H., Sermons on the following subjects . . . , vol. 1 (John Wilson, 1740)
[Higginson, C.F.], Heart’s-ease (Religious Tract Society, [1889])
Horne, C.S., The story of the L.M.S. (London Missionary Society, 1908)
Kirk, B.W., George Newton, 1601/2-1681 (n.d.)
Kirk, B.W., A history of Taunton United Reformed Church (1999)
The life & death of . . . Mr Joseph Alleine . . . (Nevil Simons, 1673)
The life & death of . . . Mr Joseph Alleine . . . (Nevil Simmons, 1677)
More, H., Strictures on the modern system of female education, vol. 2 (of 2) (T. Cadell & W. Davies, 1811)
Neal, D., The history of the Puritans, 3 vols (Richard Hett, 1732-36)
Newton, G., A sermon preached at the funeral of Mr Joseph Allein (Nevil Simmons, 1677), and attached 

to it: Alleine, J., An alarme to unconverted sinners . . . (Nevil Simmons, 1675)
Peacock, J., The Christian’s triumph: a discourse delivered . . . at the interment of the Revd Mr William 

Johnson . . . (William Norris, 1768)
Pearsall, R., The acceptableness of the gospel, and the ministry of it, considered in a sermon preached at 

the ordination of the Reverend John Kirkup . . . (John Oswald, 1748)
Pearsall, R., A letter written by the late Reverend Mr Pearsall (manuscript of 1762, bound with covering 

notes dated 1867 and 1908)
Pearsall, R., The saint’s satisfaction as awaking in God’s likeness, considered and applied, in a sermon 

on occasion of the death of Mrs Tristram . . . (J. Buckland, 1758)
Reader, T., Family religion: a sermon on Joshua’s resolution . . . (James Buckland, 1766)
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Rooker, J., The nature and importance of contending earnestly for the faith: a sermon preached at 
Taunton . . . (W. Cruttwell, 1771)

Stanford, C., Joseph Alleine: his companions & times . . . (Jackson, Walford & Hodder, 1861)
Taunton Association of Clergy and Ministers, Minute book (1957-60, 1965-71)
Worsley, I., Observations on the state and changes in the Presbyterian societies in England . . . preceded 

by a sermon on the death of the Rev. Dr Joshua Toulmin (Longman, Hurst & Co., 1816)
Photographs of ‘The Rev. John Poole 1842 to 1864’, of monuments to Thomas Parsons, Josiah Peacock, 

George Sheppard, and John Westcott, and of Myrtle Cottages

OTHER DONATIONS Donor

Alford, D.V., Plant pests: a natural history of pests of farms and gardens (Collins, S. Parker
2011)

Aston, M., Shapwick & Winscombe: contrasting communities . . . The Publisher
(Avon LHA, 2012)

Barker, P., Techniques of archaeological excavation (Routledge, 1998) P. Gooch
Bettey, J., From Catholic devotion to Puritan piety . . . (Avon LHA, 2012) The Publisher
Bebbington, J., Insect photograph: art & techniques (Crowood, 2012) The Author
Bellenger, A., Downside Abbey: an architectural history (Merrell, 2012) D. Bromwich
Benton, T., Grasshoppers & crickets (Collins, 2012)  D. Bromwich
Berry, B., A lost Roman road (Allen & Unwin, 1963) D. Hunt
Berryman, B., Mitcham settlement examinations 1784-1814 (Surrey RS, 1973) Execs L.H. Dopson
Castles & manor-houses illustrated (Odhams, 1951) D. Hunt
Chalklin, C.W., Surrey Gaol & Session House 1794-1824 (Surrey RS, 2009) Execs L.H. Dopson
Corney, M., The Romano-British villa at Box: a reappraisal (Box ANHS, 2012) KOBRA Trust
Crothers, J., Snails on rocky sea shores (Naturalists Handbooks, 2012) The Author
Daly, A., Kingston on Thames register of apprentices 1563-1713 (Surrey RS, 1974) Execs L.H. Dopson
Foyle, A. & Pevsner, N., Somerset: North and Bristol (Yale UP, 2012) HB Committee
Haggett, P., The Quantocks (Point Walter Press, 2012) The Author
Halse, R., The Somerset Coal Canal (Millstream, 2011) D. Bromwich
The History of Chard (Chard History Group, 2011) The Publisher
Jolliffe, J., Family matters (2011) D. Bromwich
Kelly, S.E., Charters of Glastonbury Abbey: Anglo-Saxon charters The Publisher

(Oxford U.P., 2012)
Lowry, B., Discovering fortifications (Shire Publications, 2006) D. Hunt
Meekings, C.A.F. & Crook, D., The 1235 Surrey eyre 1 & 2 (Surrey RS, 1979)  Execs L.H. Dopson
Meekings, C.A.F. & Shearman, P., Fitznells cartulary (Surrey RS, 1968) Execs L.H. Dopson
Morriss, R.K., Roads: archaeology and architecture (Tempus, 2005) R. Cloke
Neal, S., The 1234 Surrey eyre 3 (Surrey RS, 2002) Execs L.H. Dopson
Osborne, P., Hollowmarsh: a . . . meadowland in N.E. Somerset (2012) The Publisher
Polite society: lifestyles, parks and gardens (Avon Gardens Trust, 2012) The Publisher
Powlesland, I. The later prehistoric landscape of the Bristol Avon region Anon.

(BAR, 2009)
Rippon, S., Making sense of an historic landscape (Oxford UP, 2012) The Publisher
Silverthorne, E., Deposition book of Richard Wyatt JP, 1767-1776 Execs L.H. Dopson

(Surrey RS, 1978)
Somerset Moth Group, Macromoth distribution atlas 2011 (2012) The Publisher
Stephens, W.B., The 17th century customs service surveyed (Ashgate, 2012) The Publisher
Stout, A., ‘Grounding faith at Glastonbury’, from Numen 59 (2012) The Author
Sweet, J.W., Shocking Somerset stories (Amberley, 2011) The Publisher
Thornes, J.W., Men of iron: the Fussells of Mells (Frome SLS, 2010) D. Bromwich
Transactions of the Ancient Monuments Society (1953-1990) J. Pentney
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West Chinnock calendar 2013 (West Chinnock PCC, 2012) The Publisher
Whitfield, M., The Bristol microscopists and the cholera epidemic . . . The Publisher

(Avon LHA, 2011)
Wood, D., The ‘teaching’ windows of St Andrew’s parish church, Blagdon (2009) The Author
Woodford, N. & D., The Thristle clockmakers of Somerset (Stoke Courci Clocks, The Authors

2012

PURCHASED FROM FUNDS BEQUEATHED BY DENYS WINGFIELD

Cannon, J. & Williamson, B., The medieval art, architecture and history of Bristol Cathedral (Boydell, 
2011)

Cooper, T. & Brown, S., Pews, benches and chairs (Ecclesiological Society, 2011)
Davies, M.J.P., A distant prospect of Wessex: archaeology and the past in the life and works of Thomas 

Hardy (Archaeopress, 2011)
Davis, V. & Edmonds, M., Stone Axe Studies III (Oxbow, 2011)
Dunning, R., Jocelin of Wells: bishop, builder, courtier (Boydell, 2010)
Higham, N.J. & Ryan, M.J., Landscape archaeology of Anglo-Saxon England (Boydell, 2010)
Kirk, W.D.J. & Howes, F.N., Plants for bees (IBRA, 2012)
Papworth, M., The search for the Durotriges (History Press, 2011)
Pearce, S., Recent archaeological work in south-western Britain (Archaeopress, 2011)
Phillips, N., Somerset’s coast: a living landscape (Natural Time Out, 2011)
Redfern, M., Plant galls (Collins, 2011)
Rosewell, R., Medieval wall paintings in English & Welsh churches (Boydell, 2008)
Whimster, R., The new antiquarians: 50 years of archaeological innovation in Wessex (CBA, 2011)
Williams, C. et al., Gwent County History 4 (University of Wales Press, 2011)

ARTICLES & CHAPTERS OF SOMERSET INTEREST IN NON-SOMERSET PERIODICALS 
AND BOOKS RECEIVED DURING 2012

Compiled by D. BROMWICH & P. GOOCH

Aston, M. & Hall, T., ‘Shapwick: 10,000 years of a Somerset parish’, Current Archaeology 272 (November 
2012), 19-25.

Aston, M. & Hall, T., ‘The Winscombe project’, Medieval Settlement Research Group Annual Report 24 
(2009), 68-69.

Aston, M. & Hall, T., ‘The Winscombe project’, Medieval Settlement Research Group Annual Report 25 
(2010), 66-68.

Brown, G. & Jamieson, E., ‘Fieldwork on the southern escarpment of the Mendip Hills’, Medieval 
Settlement Research Group Annual Report 22 (2007), 38-40.

Brunning, R. & Frith, H., ‘An Early Mesolithic cemetery at Greylake, Somerset’, Past 69 (2011), 6-8.
Bryan, T., ‘Museum of Somerset, Taunton Castle’, Museums Journal (January 2012), 40-43.
Catling, C., ‘Hollowed ground: the archaeology of Bath’s stone mines’, Current Archaeology 271 

(October 2012), 20-27.
Chadwick, A.M. & Catchpole, T., ‘Casting the net wide: mapping and dating fish traps through the 

Severn Estuary . . . ’, Archaeology in the Severn Estuary 21 (2010), 47-80.
Coates, R., ‘Tyther as an English place-name element’, Journal of the English Place-Name Society 43 

(2011), 35-42.
Dinnis, R., ‘The archaeology of Britain’s first modern humans’, Antiquity 86(333) (September 2012), 

627-641.
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Gardiner, P., ‘South western hunter-gatherer landscapes’, Recent archaeological work in south-western 
Britain, ed. S. Pearce (BAR British Series 548, 2011), 7-20.

Gittos, B. & M., ‘Medieval Ham Hill stone monuments in context’, Journal of the British Archaeological 
Association 165 (2012), 89-121.

Haslam, J., ‘Daw’s Castle, Somerset, and civil defence measures in southern and midland England in the 
9th-11th centuries’, The Archaeological Journal 168 (2011), 195-226.

Larsen, U. & Baskcomb, C., ‘Henry Fuseli: necessity or frugality? - the artist’s selection of drawing 
papers’ [including some made by Golding & Snelgrove at Wookey Hole or Bleadney], The Quarterly: 
Journal of the British Association of Paper Makers 84 (October 2012), 10-19.

Lewis, J. & Mullin, D., ‘Between the channel and the chalk: a regional perspective on the grooved ware 
and beaker pottery from the Mendip Hills’, Recent archaeological work in south-western Britain, ed. 
S. Pearce (BAR British Series 548, 2011), 49-59.

Mawrey, R., ‘The mystery of the Glastonbury cross’, History Today 62(4) (April 2012), 5.
Pearce, S., ‘Early medieval ecclesiastical sites in south west Britain: their dates, characters and 

significance’, The Antiquaries Journal 92 (2012), 81-108.
Reed, S. et al., ‘Excavations at Bantham, south Devon, and post-Roman trade in south west England’, 

Medieval Archaeology 55 (2011), 82-138.
Rolf, B., ‘The Taunton stop-line: a survey of Second World War pillboxes in the Axe Valley’, The 

Devonshire Association Report and Transactions 141 (2009), 269-286.
Rumsey, F.J. et al., ‘Review of Ophrys apifera x O insectifera (bee fly orchid) in the British Isles, with 

validation of the hybrid name Ophrys x pietzchii’. New Journal of Botany 2(2) (2012), 100-109.
Sampson, J., ‘Medieval benches and bench ends of Somerset: towards an archaeological approach’, Pews, 

benches and chairs, ed. T. Cooper & S. Brown (Ecclesiological Society, 2011), 87-110.
Sheridan, A., ‘The Early Neolithic of south west England: new thoughts and new questions’, Recent 

archaeological work in south-west England, ed. S. Pearce (BAR British Series 548, 2011), 21-39.
Siraut, M., ‘Farming southern Exmoor’, The Devonshire Association Report and Transactions 141 

(2009), 21-38.
Webster, M.A. & Crouch, H.J., ‘Monitoring the fate of Glaucium flavum (Yellow Horned-Poppy) at Sand 

Bay, North Somerset’, BSBI News 119 (2012), 28-31.

ASSOCIATED SOCIETIES 2012

Axbridge Archaeological & Local History Society
Banwell Society of Archaeology
Bath and Camerton Archaeological Society
Beercrocombe & District History Society
Blagdon Local History Society
Bridgwater & District Archaeological Society
Castle Cary & District Museum & Preservation Trust
Chard History Group
Clevedon & District Archaeological Society
Evercreech & District Local History Society
Exmoor National Park Authority
Friends of the Museum of Somerset
Friends of the Somerset Rural Life Museum
Frome Society for Local Study
Glastonbury Antiquarian Society
Keynsham & Saltford Local History Society
Martock Local History Group
North Curry Society
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North Sedgemoor Local History Group
North Somerset Archaeological Research Group
Norton sub Hamdon Local History Society
Nynehead & District Local History Society
Radstock, Midsomer Norton & District Museum Society
Somerset Invertebrates Group
Somerset Moth Group
Somerset Vernacular Buildings Research Group
Somerton History Society
South Petherton Local History Group
South Somerset Archaeological Research Group
Tintinhull Local History Group
Watchet Market House Museum
Wellington Museum & Local History Society
Wells Natural History & Archaeological Society
West Somerset Archaeological & Local History Society
West Somerset Village History Society
Weston-super-Mare Archaeological & Natural History Society
Winscombe and Sandford Local History and Archaeology Society
Yeovil Archaeological & Local History Society
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