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controlling the stock from which large plantings are
to be made; and, secondly, it is important that our
conservation efforts are aimed at safeguarding the
full range of genetic variation within the taxon. To
conserve this tree nationally, we need to know which
of the (surprisingly few) genotypes or clones each
source tree belongs to. The work has been funded
by FC. SNAP sent off material from the six trees
that it has had in two nurseries for propagation, plus
two more that are in the hands of the Environment
Agency and an active Trust. FC has not completed
delivery of the results yet, but indications from their
work and related studies suggest that, in Taunton
Deane at least, there may only be two or three clones,
and that perhaps one of these is rather unique to here.
It is early days yet, but if the final results bear this
out then we will know much better which trees are
in most need of protection, and just how our situation
compares with that in other counties.

As things stand, we may have 10% of the nation’s
Native Black Poplars, which is high for a single
county, especially as about half of all the trees in

Britain may be in just one place: the ‘cloughs’ (deep
ravines) and adjacent boundary features inside
Manchester. Local Authorities in some other counties
have set up very considerable conservation projects
(Aylesbury Vale in particular); here in Somerset,
emerging evidence of an alarming loss-rate, allied
to the possible uniqueness of one of our genotypes,
clearly makes conservation action ‘on the ground’ a
high priority, along with a continuing programme
of survey/monitoring and research. By the end of
2010 it is expected that SNAP will have gathered
the information needed to allow the development of
an action plan for the conservation of Native Black
Poplars in Somerset.
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MARK ANDERSON

It was quite a good year for hoverflies in our
experience, though no new species were reported.
The weather allowed more surveys than usual and
27 sites were visited for recording hoverflies,
including SWT nature reserves, although our main
work was done not too far from Yeovil. A special
study was made in the Long Sutton area, where the
back lanes are quiet and habitats varied. The trend
of severely cutting the verges later in the year does
make surveys less successful, due to the lack of
flowers, which affects bees, butterflies and hoverflies
alike. Large Umbelliferae (Apiaceae) like Hogweed
(Heracleum sphondylium) tend to be hacked
regularly in some areas, and if left to flower are great
attractants for many insects.

Ninety-four species were recorded in 2009, and
our thanks go to Barrie Widden and Robert Bond for
photographic records. The former had Didea fasciata
and Volucella zonaria in his Yeovil garden. The
following are the most interesting records of the year.

Dasysyrphus tricinctus – Pink Wood 29 August.
Didea fasciata – Yeovil 16 October.
Epistrophe diaphana – Marston Wood 19 August.
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Eupeodes bucculatus – Pink Wood 15 August, 6th
locality record.

Ischyrosyrphus laternarius – Pink Wood 18 July.
Melangyna labiatarum – Marston Wood 19 August.
Melangyna umbellatarum – Long Sutton 5 August;

Pink Wood 31 August.
Meligramma cincta – Bickham Wood (SWT) 21

April.
Parasyrphus annulatus – Bickham Wood 3 July.
Platycheirus angustatus – Parson’s Steeple 7

August.
Platycheirus splendidus – Pink Wood 29 April.
Platycheirus tarsalis – Bickham Wood (SWT) 21

April.
Sphaerophoria interrupta – Long Sutton 14 July;

Pink Wood 18 July;  North Perrott 13 October.
Sphaerophoria taeniata – Parson’s Steeple 7 August.

Arctophila superbiens – Ringdown NR (SWT) 9
September.

Brachyopa scutellaris – Bickham Wood (SWT) 11
May.

Cheilosia ranunculi – Bickham Wood (SWT) 11
May.
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Cheilosia soror – Pink Wood 15 August.
Cheilosia vulpina – Marston Wood 19August.
Chrysogaster virescens – Bickham Wood (SWT) 11

May.
Criorhina ranunculi – Long Sutton 2 May.
Helophilus hybridus – Catcott Heath 20 September.
Helophilus trivittatus – Long Sutton 14 July;

Tintinhull 29 August;  Yeovil 31 August.

Myolepta dubia – Long Sutton 20 June, 3rd locality
record.

Sphegina verecunda – Bickham Wood (SWT) 11
May.

Volucella zonaria – Chiselborough 23 July; Yeovil
8 August and 12 September (both in gardens).

E.T. & D.A. LEVY

The Somerset Moth Group (SMG) was formed in
1989 by a band of local enthusiasts, the aim of the
group being to record and study moths in the county,
and to promote an interest in these fascinating
creatures. We cater for all levels of expertise, from
beginner to expert, running identification workshops
and ‘moth nights’, an informative website (http://
www.somersetmothgroup.org.uk/) and a network
of active recorders. New members are always
welcome.

The group now has a county recorder for macro
moths, Ian Mathieson, who welcomes records from
members and non-members alike. He can be
contacted at the following address: Ian Mathieson,
Merriville, Norton-sub-Hamdon, TA14 6SB;
ianvictormathieson@gmail.com.

It is ten years since the first provisional Atlas of
macro moths in Somerset was published. Intensive
recording since then, along with habitat loss and
probably climate change, will doubtless have
changed the maps significantly. We are intending to
publish a new Atlas in 2010, and the group wishes
to thank all those who have contributed records over
the last ten years.

2009 was a busy year for the Somerset Moth
Group, and we give below a summary of some of
the main activities and highlights of the year.

Identification of Aggregate Species workshop, 28
March

This was a thoroughly enjoyable day organised by
Butterfly Conservation, covering the necessary skills
and techniques to enable separation of species within
‘aggregates’ such as the November Moth complex
(Epirrita spp), and difficult groups like the Ears
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(Amphipoea spp) and Minors (Oligia and Mesoligia
spp), as well as some very useful advice on the
identification of Pugs (Eupithecia spp) and micros.

Celypha woodiana workshop, 6 May

Several SMG members attended an excellent
workshop at Barrington Court on Mistletoe Marble
(Celypha woodiana), run by James McGill. This
BAP species has since been recorded widely by
James and others across the south Somerset Levels,
on Mistletoe (Viscum album) growing on Hawthorn
(Crataegus monogyna) – we are starting to think
that this moth may not be quite as rare as previously
thought.

Public moth nights

Mike Ridge organised a number of moth nights open
to the public during the year, which were generally
well attended and we are grateful to him for the
commitment he gives to these. Details of forthcoming
moth nights, with links to location maps, can be
found on the SMG website.

Notable catches in 2009 – resident species

Having seen what was possibly a Light Orange
Underwing (Archiearis notha) at Merryfield Airfield
on 4 April, Bill Urwin returned there with James
McGill the next day. Eventually James managed to
net a female specimen and it was confirmed as the
first modern record of this species for Somerset.
While on site Bill and James looked at plants of


