Bbsrract

Research on and around Exmoor in the late 1990s
and carly 2000s has greatly enhanced the
waderstanding of vegetation development and
e ironmental change in this upland landscape. Prior
o 1995 palaeoecological evidence was limited 1o
Blanket peat sequences covering the last 3000-4000
sears. however. small spring mire sites and
Boodplain mires, the focus of more recent work, has
wniended the temporal coverage, and records now
enist that cover the last 10,000 years, Whilst the
wegetation of the Mesolithic period was characterised
By the development of mixed deciduous woodland,
Buman impact on the landscape really becomes
evident in the palaecoenvironmental record in the
Neolithic period. with the clearance of woodland and
the increase in areas of open grassland. The Bronze
Age was the most formative period for the
development of the modern Exmoor landscape, as

whe upland. which continued into the later medieval
penod.

Iatroduction

Palacoenvironmental work in south-west England
& dominated by the study of Dartmoor: there are 38
secorded pollen diagrams from the upland, although
aaly eleven of these have radiocarbon chronologies
(U aseldime 1999). Research on Dartmoor started in
the 1960s with the work of lan Simmons (Simmons
1964) and subsequent studies have led to a
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reasonable understanding of the vegetation and
landscape of this archaeologically rich moorland. In
contrast, until recently the environmental history of
Exmoor was based upon just three dated pollen
sequences: The Chains (Merryfield and Moore 1974:
Moore er al. 1984), Hoar Moor (Francis and Slater
1990) and Codsend Moor (Francis and Slater 1992),
augmented by four undated sites: Alderman’s
Barrow, Hoar Tor, Brendon Common (Merryfield
1977) and Pinkery Canal (Malthy and Crabtree
1976). The paucity of research in arcas away from
Dartmoor had lead to an over-reliance on these
sequences to infer the vegetation of the region and
of other uplands (eg Birks 1989). However. it is
reasonable to assume that the patterns and pathways
of change are not the same in either the lowlands of
the South West, which. with the exception of the
Somerset Levels (Coles and Coles, 1986), are at
present poorly understood, or on other uplands
(including Exmoor). This is further discussed in the
period-based reviews of environmental archaeology
in Webster (2008).

In contrast to the environmental history, the state
of archaeological research on Exmoor is well
understood as a result of the publication of the
comprehensive English Heritage survey (Riley and
Wilson-North 2001 ). Unfortunately this review does
not include palaecoenvironmental work, and although
the review by Straker and Crabtree (1995) includes
all published work on Exmoor to 1995, a cursory
glance at the distribution of sites (Straker and
Crabtree 1995, fig. 12) demonstrates the dearth of
research to that date. The late 1990s and 2000s have
seen a resurgence of palacoccological research that




































