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is very widely distributed in the county, as can be 
seen from the map in Fig. 1.

Meliscaeva cinctella (Fig. 2) is the more 
colourfully-marked of the twins, being an 
altogether brighter and more shiny-looking 
species. The abdominal markings form complete, 
parallel bands rather than the orange triangles of 
its garden counterpart. It is most frequently met 
with in woodlands or along hedgerows, where it 
can commonly be seen on the umbels of Hogweed 
or Wild Angelica. We have 91 localities for M. 
cinctella, which, like its twin, is widely distributed 
in Somerset (Fig. 2). The earliest record we have 
is 9th April and the latest 28th September; but 
Fonseca, an entomologist who recorded hoverflies 
in the county in the middle years of the last century, 
saw it as early as 25th February in 1952, at Blagdon. 

Both species obligingly feed with open wings, so 
the abdominal markings are easy to observe. If you 
see either of these species we would be delighted to 
hear from you. We are always happy to confirm the 
identity of hoverflies from sharp photographs, but 
the Meliscaeva twins should present no problems 
at all. Even with such common species there are 
many parts of the county from which records are 
presently lacking – as the maps in Figs 1 and 2 show. 
Your garden or local wood could well lie within one 
of these areas, so your sightings of either species 
would be most welcome.

E.T. & D.A. LEVY
9 Chilton Grove

Yeovil
BA21 4AN

DRAGONFLIES IN SOMERSET 2013

The year started with a cold spring compared 
with recent years, and dragonfly emergence 
was comparatively late – an Azure Damselfly 
(Coenagrion puella) seen on 3rd May by Paul 
Newman at East Lydford being the first record 
of the year. Indeed, few species were on the wing 
until well into the second half of May. However, we 
were fortunate that the cold spring was followed 
by the first good summer since 2006; not an 
especially warm one, but with long spells of sunny 
weather through June and July which suited those 
species whose adults emerged in high summer. 
This allowed them a chance to recover from the 
disastrous, wet and cold summer of 2012. A mild 
autumn saw dragonflies on the wing well into 

October, with the latest record being a Migrant 
Hawker (Aeshna mixta) on 2nd November, also seen 
by Paul Newman at East Lydford.

In general, damselflies and early-emerging 
species were present in disappointing numbers, 
the former probably having had few opportunities 
to lay eggs in the poor summer of 2012. Banded 
Demoiselle (Calopteryx splendens), Beautiful 
Demoiselle (C. virgo), Large Red Damselfly 
(Pyrrhosoma nymphula) and Hairy Dragonfly 
(Brachytron pratense) all seemed to suffer 
particularly badly, with only one report of the last 
species. White-legged Damselfly (Platycnemis 
pennipes) was also sparsely recorded, so it was 
pleasing to see around 50 along the banks of the 

Fig. 2 Meliscaeva cinctella, drawing by E. T. Levy 
and map showing distribution of 5km square 

records in Somerset
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Brue near Baltonsborough, in company with good 
numbers of Banded Demoiselles.

Later-emerging dragonflies did rather better, 
with two species in particular having good years: 
Golden-ringed Dragonfly (Cordulegaster boltonii) 
and Keeled Skimmer (Orthetrum coerulescens). 
The Golden-ringed was recorded more widely than 
for many years across its heartlands on Exmoor, 
the Blackdowns and especially the Quantocks. 
Individuals wandered down from the hills across 
to Taunton Vale and the Levels, with records from 
Taunton (Tim Spearing) and Moorlinch (Penny 
Allwright). In the extreme east of the county, this 
large and impressive dragonfly was reported by 
Barry Watts from Tyning Wood, following on from 
a record in Lower Wood the previous year. East 
Somerset records for this species are extremely 
unusual, but it is known to occur from just across 
the Wiltshire border, and the woodlands stretching 
up from Stourhead to Frome are seldom visited by 

dragonfly enthusiasts.
There was a similar pattern of sightings for 

the much rarer and very local Keeled Skimmer. 
A number were reported from various sites in 
the Blackdown Hills by Nigel Cottle and John 
Burrell; one was seen on the Quantocks during a 
butterfly survey by Mr J. Holmes – the first time 
it has been recorded from the Quantocks since 
1994, though doubtless it has been present there all 
along – and wanderers made their way to the pools 
at Priddy Mineries (anon) and to Moorlinch (Penny 
Allwright). This pattern was repeated nationally, 
with Keeled Skimmers doing well in their usual 
haunts and turning up in unexpected places across 
the country.

CHRISTOPHER ILES
British Dragonfly Society

Kifill22@hotmail.com

MOTHS IN SOMERSET 2013

The year began quietly, with very few moths 
reported in January and February; there were many 
cold nights and perhaps a hangover from the very 
wet weather before Christmas. During February 
Butterfly Conservation’s ‘State of Britain’s Larger 
Moths 2013’ was published. It made for depressing 
reading, as many of our larger moths have declined 
alarmingly. 

March was exceptionally cold, and things 
had not improved a great deal even by the end of 
April, with numbers of moths still well down on 
2012. Even in May catches were low and it did 
seem that the extended cold wet weather, preceded 
by waterlogged ground during the winter, had 
particularly affected those moth species which 
normally hibernate as larvae or pupate at ground 
level.

June saw improving weather and a general 
improvement in the numbers of moths reported, 
with a Bordered Straw (Heliothis peltigera) in 
Langport on the 2nd and large numbers of the 
migrant Silver Y (Autographa gamma) being noted. 
In Langport, John Bebbington caught Large and 
Small Elephant Hawk-moths (Deilephila elpenor 
and D. porcellus), both males, with Greater 
Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera chlorantha) pollinia 
on their eyes (Fig. 1). The nearest known site for 

the orchid is some 2 km away, which suggests that 
at least males of these striking species may range 
widely in their search for mates.

Still in June, Nigel Cottle in Taunton had a 
‘first’ for the county, a Summer Fruit Tortrix 
(Adoxophyes orana), perhaps an unwelcome arrival 
as this species can be a severe orchard pest. Mark 
Parsons of Butterfly Conservation recorded the 
Liquorice Piercer (Grapholita pallifrontana) (Fig. 
2), another Tortricid, from Charlton Mackrell – the 
first record of this species in Somerset for more 
than 60 years.

Migrant numbers increased in July, with an 
influx of Red-necked Footman (Atolmis rubricollis) 
over much of southern England. They were 
reported from Westonzoyland and Sand Bay on the 
4th and the 10th. Paul Bowyer reported Diamond-
back (Plutella xylostella), Rush Veneer (Nomophila 
noctuella), Dark Sword-grass (Agrotis ipsilon) and 
Silver Y from Sand Point on the 27th. James McGill 
reported a Pine Hawk-moth (Hyloicus pinastri) 
from Thurlbear on the 21st; this is probably not 
resident in Somerset but a stray from the east. 

August saw an influx of the very elegant Pyralid 
Palpita vitrealis, a pearly white species with a pink 
or purple leading edge to the forewing. There were 
reports of the uncommon Hoary Footman (Eilema 
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