





















































18 Some Village Families

It is then we come across the Apseys and the Taylors con-
nected with each other on more than one occasion, well-to-do
yeomen, who, however, fell foul of the commissioners of
charitable uses in the time of the Commonwealth, when they
were charged and found guilty of misappropriating the proceeds
of the sale, fifty years previously, of an old cow given for the
poor. They were churchwardens at the time and held a good
position in the village, and I was at first inclined to believe that
they were unjustly condemned for political reasons. But as I
got to know Thomas Taylor better, a great lender of money, 1
came to the conclusion that he, at any rate, deserved all the
punishment he received.

There were also—or rather I should say there are also, for
they are still in Yeovil—the Moores of West Coker who, of
yeomen origin, became, I think, owing to the management of
their affairs by a clever widow in the sevénteenth century, the
principal landlords in the parish next to the owners of
Brympton. They certainly held this position from a hundred
to less than fifty years ago, and it was to the disposal of their
last interest in the village in 1907 that is due my residence there
and the interest in some village families that I have tried to
communicate to you this afternoon.



