Three Lords of Aller

BY THE REV. PREBENDARY D. M. ROSS, M.A.

HE three Lords of Aller whom we describe cover the

period of post-Saxon church building' in Aller, and were

probably the chief agents in it. Their history was unknown
by Gerard and Collinson.

ik

Sir John de Aller is also named de Aure—the Latin form
was both Awura and Alra, and the English also Alre and Adwler,
which is the modern pronunciation. We hold, in spite of
Gerard,” that Awler rvepresents Alder, for there has been a
gradual destruction of those trees on the moors for many
generations. De Clyvedon had pastures and alder beds in
Stathemoor, and allowed the Dean and Chapter to sell and
carry away at will the alder wood (1310)." Alderney is spelt
Alreneye in the Patent Rolls, 1230, and *° Allern ” meant made
from alder. There is an Aller-moor in Glastonbury and Aller-
ford in Selworthy, Allerton, etc. They retained the memory
of King Alfred at Aller in the name, which is constantly styled
Kingsalre or Kynggesalre in the old documents. It is inter-
esting to notice that there were Danes at Aller and the wife of
Sir John employs a Gilbert le Daneys (Dacus, Denneys, Denis).

The first-known member of Sir John’s family at Aller is
Raer de Aller (or Raher de Aure), who was the parson in 1166,

1. The north aisle is modern, built when Prebendary Nicholson was rector.
2.  Somersel Record Society, XXIV.
3. Wells Hist. MSS. Tulman and Murray derive ¢ Aller * from * Alder.”
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