The Course of TUansopke through Sometset :

With AN ITINERARY.

BY ALBANY F. MAJOR, 0O.B.E., F.S.A.

HAVE twice been allowed to bring before this Scciety the
results, then very incomplete. of my investigation of the
course of Wansdyke.! The work is not yet finished and in
the pursuit of it fresh questions are constantly arising. But
a point has been reached when 1 can say fairly confidently
that the main course of the dyke across Somerset is clear, and,
as that is one of the most important points that has hitherto
been doubtful in the story of the dyke, it seems desirable to
sketeh the Itinerary of its course across the county. without
waiting for questions of a possible secondary line of dyke, or of
a branch dyke, in the neighbourhood of Bath to be cleared up.
In spite of much that has been written about Wansdyke in
our Proceedings and elsewhere, knowledge of its actual course
has remained up to the present where it was left by Sir Richard
Colt Hoare, who examined the dyke along its whole course
through Somerset and Wiltshire and published the result over
a hundred years ago.” In the long and the large the only
difference between the dyke as shown in his map and in the
O.8. maps is that portions of the dyke have vanished in the
latter, e.g. almost all that ran through what was once Prior
Park. But in Hoare’s map there were many gaps and the
course of the dyke beyond Maes Knoll was virtually a blank.

1. Proc. Som. Areh. Soc., LX, i. 637 ; LXVIII, xxx—xxxii, xxXxviji-ix.
2. The Ancient History of North Wiltshire, 16-33 (London, 1814).
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went straight up to the point where a tramway from the
disused quarries on Bathampton Down to the canal by
Holcombe Farm crosses the highroad by a bridge, and my
own opinion after many visits is that Wansdyke was

XIV. utilised to carry the tramway up to the quarries.

N.W. There is no sign of it ascending the hill anywhere else
and the embankment on which the tramway ran has a
very ancient look.'

The dyke is lost in the quarries, but beyond them runs
as shown in the map along the ~. of Bathampton Camp
and down its w. side. The line continuing it from the
s.w. angle of the camp, marked * site of Wansdyke ™ in
the map. appears to have been proved by excavation
carried out in 1904 by the Bath Branch of the Society,
but the account is not very clear as to the precise spot
where the cutting was made.” Following this line and
crossing the road, traces of the dyke are faintly discernible
in the field between the two rcads and still more faintly
beyond the next road on Claverton Down. At the bottom
of the first field on the Down the main line may have turned

XIV. w. along the field boundary to Rainbow Wood (but see
S.W. footnote), while a branch appears to go off s.u. and
has been traced to the neighbourhood of the Bath Statu-
tory Hospital. At the edge of the escarpment ~. of
Rainbew Wood, above the house of that name, there are
the remains of a considerable earthwork and here the line
we have followed would be rejoined by a branch which
appears to have run off to the w. and s. from the x.w.
corner of Bathampton Camp, near the old quarry, and
making its way across the Golf Course, where there are
- many traces of ancient earthworks, to have followed the
edge of the escarpment. now occupied by houses and
gardens, round to Rainbow Wood. From the earthwork
X. of the wood the line follows the escarpment on the edge
of the wood to a point almost due x. of the “ Tower,”

1. Loecal investigation might find evidence as to the making of this
tramway.
2. Proc. Bath Branch, Som. A. & N.H.S., 1904-F,
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yond this quarry the line is nearly obliterated, but it can
just be discerned across the angle between a cross-road
and the Foss Way. Beyond the Foss Way its course is
lost in cottage gardens. but it seems to follow a footpath

XIIT. down through Vernham Wood into Padley Bottom.'

S.E.

I,

In this bottom it shows as a big bank, which forms the
rear bank of enclosures in the valley, open in front to the
marshy bed of a tinv rivulet. Ascending into Breach
Wood it follows the bluff overhanging the stream and
gains the road to Knglish Combe along hedgerows and
round springs near the Grove Tavern. Its course through
the village is not clear, but it shows in a field s. of the
churehyard and rises in the orchard of Manor Farm into
an immense bank running down to Newton Brook, with
traces of enclosures near the farmhouse and by the brook.
Beyond the brook there are the remains of more enclosures
s.B. of Pensylvania Farm, from which the line runs
through outbuildings s. of the farm to the farm lane. Tt
can be traced thence running w. along the opposite side
of the lane as far as the next field boundary, at which
point it seems to disappear. Actually it went across this
field diagonally to the head of a deep combe in which is
a series of complicated earthworks, apparently defending
the approach up the combe by a new disused road. From
the back of these works the dyke runs for a few yards
N. along Twelve O'Clock Lane, and then appears to have
gone straight over the hill to Park Farm, s. and w. of
which there are again considerable signs of old enclosures.
It may be observed that Colt Hoare could find no trace
of the dyke between Park and Pensylvania Farms; and
the earthworks between the latter and Twelve O’Clock
Lane are so hidden in the hollow that it would be easy to
miss them.

From the enclosures by Park Farm the dyke is just
traceable through rich meadow land to the stream that

We should expect to find another line to English Combe, keeping to

the high ground s. of this bottom, but so far have not observed any traces

of it,
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habited gite, the line becomes obscure, but there are
traces of more than one enclosure in wet ground abounding
in springs between the farm and the stream in Woos-
combe Bottom. The main line seems to have run about
halfway down the s. slope of Wooscombe Bottom and is
very distinet on the open slope w. of a little copse as far

as a field bank that crosses the slope. Here it seems to

N.E. have run into another system of enclosures, difficult to

1.

disentangle from the later fields, until the open ground is
reached on Publow Hill, where they become very evident,
extending right down to the low ground w. of the hill.
Down its s.w. slope there run six or seven banks, nearly
parallel, but for the slight divergence due to the spread
of the ground, dividing the hillside into long, narrow
fields. These appear to end in a lane that runs between
well marked banks round the foot of the hill, for no
main dyke can be traced across this lane and it seems to
mark a break in the line of the dyke. Beyond it are
probably more enclosures, from which a straight line of
dyke can be traced down to a little tributary of the Chew,
which it crosses just N. of Cottle’s Farm. Beyond the
brook in the field by the farm the bank again shows very
big and continues with an imposing profile' as far as the
Bristol and North Somerset Railway. Tt disappears again
just before the railway bridge over the Bristol road, but
the line of the dyke crosses to the s. of the railway and
follows the field boundaries on the edge of the slope just
above it. In the fourth field from the road it reappears
and continues, as shown in the map, to Maes Knoll. The
field immediately . of the road to Norton Malreward is
surrounded by an earthwork s. of the dyke, while across
the road there are remains of extensive earthworks to the
~. of the dyke at the foot of Maes Knoll and on the slopes
below Maes Knoll Camp. Wansdyke climbs up to the
E. side of the camp by a deep lane, rounds the n.E. corner
and keeps along the x. face of the camp to its N.w. angle.

This is where the Society visited, the dyke during the Annual Meeting

at Bristol last July. See Excursion Notes, pt. i of this vol.
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VI.  hill along a footpath approached by a short flight of
S.W. steps. The descending bank of the dyke is excep-
tionally big, but consists partly of a natural ridge of rock.'
On reaching the main road at the bottom of the hill it
rejoing the line coming down diagonally from Mount-
pleasant.” The hillside below Dundry between the two
lines is seamed with earthworks based upon the lower
line. Beyond the junction the line doubles back upon
itself round the head of the deep vale below Dundry Hill,
running along the s. side of the road with the ditch, i.e.
the valley, on the s.u.® At “ Hill View 7 it crosses the
road and can be traced across the s.E. shoulder of ““ the
Peart ”” to the end of the lane past Oaktree House, where
it enters a network of low marshy fields and its course is
not very clear. But it makes its way to the back of the
fields on the western side of Highridge Common and
runs N. through Highridge Farm. A raised farm-road,
continuing N. from the farm on the nearly level summit
of a low watershed between Bishopsworth and Yanley,
appears to be the remains of the dyke. and carries on the
line to the lane coming from Highridge Common and
a'ong it as far as Bishopsworth Lane. To the w. of this
farm-road there appears to have been another series of
enclosures extending to Castle Farm,' but these again are
difficult to disentangle from the felds into which the
country is now divided.
The dyke is again traceable as a single line in the farm-

1. The course of Wansdyke along the ridge from Maes Knoll to Dundry
was discovered some years ago by Lt.-Col. A. B. Prowse, M.D., F.R.C.8., of
Clifton, and reported to a local society. DBut the discovery attracted no
attention at the time and no news of it reached the Somersetshire A. & N.H.S.
1 was fortunate enough to hear of it and Colonel Prowse kindly showed me
what he had found.

2. Not to be confused with another house called ° Mountpleasant™ in
Highridge.

3. A noteworthy deviation from the otherwise invariable rule that Wans-
dyke always has its ditch to the north.

4. The origin of this name is not known. Mr. O. G. S. Crawford has
observed that * Castle ”’ in a place-name often points to the neighbourhood
of a building such as a Roman villa.
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yard w. of the farm and across a field beyond towards
Colliter’s Brook. It then disappears, probably ploughed
out, reappears in Deep Coombe, where it crosses the
stream just below the bridge on Yanley Street' and runs
along the w. side of Yanley Street. There are further
enclosures in its vear between Yanley Farm and the
G W.R. Beyond Ashton Brook it is very well marked
VI. on the w. side of the lane running up to Long Ashton.
N.W. It is again masked by the houses and gardens at the
end of this village, but along the lane leading to the Golf
Course it was clearly seen in 1923 and 1924 in what is
now the front garden of a new house opposite Long
Ashton Lodge. Below Ashton Hill it may have divided.
An old road runs round the eastern side of the hill and
the front branch almost certainly followed this line as far
as a rough piece of waste ground in Clarken Coombe s.
of the Clevedon road and crossing this and the road
entered Ashton Park near an angle in the park wall. It
V. crossed the park in a ~x.w. direction, left it just to the
N.E. E. of the boundary fence of “the Bungalow "~ grounds
and, traversing the ° Fifty Acre” plantation to the
quarry on its ~., joined the road to Failand. Another
VI. branch may have crossed Ashton Hill in a westerly
N.W. direction and continued along the x.w. edge of the Golf
Course, turning ¥.N.w. just before it came to Providence
V. past the old quarries to the high road. It would follow
N.E. this past Raynes Cross, which appears to have been where
the road to Failand crossed the Clevedon road,” and go
on towards Failand, joining the other branch just before
reaching Yew Tree Cottage.
VI. The branch through Ashton Park seems also to have
N.W. thrown off a branch to the ~.E., as soon as it entered

1. The O.8. map calls this © Yanley Lane,” but it is known locally as
“ Yanley Street,”” as it was in Colt Hoare’s time.

2. Collinson says that Wansdyke crossed the Ashton Road at Raynes
Cross, but the name seems to have been lost. Mr. H. B. Napier, agent for
the Ashton Court Estates, kindly had search made for me, and the name was
found on an old terrier, apparently in the position given. Whether a cross
actually stood there, or whether the name only refers to the road crossing is
not clear.
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the park. This ran through Pill Grove and up the ~.
slope of Clarken Coombe. It has been traced in the
plantation to the s.w. of the enclosed kitchen gardens of
Ashton Court,' and again in the open park to their x.%.,
where it seems to point towards the long and narrow
plantation s. of the lodge on Ashton Hill. This suggests
that it coriginally ran to the, now obliterated, camp called
Burgh Walls opposite Clifton.” There are also fragments
of a very large camp in the park in Summerhouse Planta-
tion above Ashton Court, with traces of other earthworks
between this and the gardens, as well as on the 1, side of
the plantation. There must have been an important
station here.

After the two branches of W:a-nsdyke rejoined near

N.E. Yew Tree Cottage it continued towards Failand. But

101
S.E.

V.

the road appears to be practically upon it and traces of
it are not very evident till it approaches Markham Brook,
just before reaching Mulberry Farm. Here it can be
traced on the ®. edge of the road and its course through
fields and orchards on the same side can be followed
fairly continuously to Moor End Cottages and the bend
beyond, where the road begins to swing round past Lower
Failand Farm in a turn that covers more than a half
circle. Here the dyke breaks up into some three lines of

earthwork. The rearmost line crosses to the w. side

of the road, the s. side round the bend, and would
appear to follow the road past the grounds of Failand

House and the church and schools to—in all probability

N.E. —the parish boundary. Its further course will be

L.

dealt with later. The second line seems to have diverged
from the rear line near the Post Office and to run along
field banks that keep more or less closely to the edge of
the escarpment. Its course is much obscured by buildings,
but it is fairly evident in a spinney on the w. side of a

By Col. A. B. Prowse last spring, after we had together found traces of

this branch in the park to the . of the kitchen gardens.

.

Skinner and others have said that Wansdyke ended at Stokeleigh

Camp, which is separated from Burgh Walls by Nightingale Valley, but have
made no attempt to indicate the course it took.


















