












































64 Somerset Towns

and the 52 acres seem to have been adequate until modern times
when the Municipal Corporation Boundaries Commission (1937)
recommended extensions (shown on the map they provided).

WELLINGTON. Its first mention is a grant of the manor to the
Bishop of Sherborne and later it passed to the Bishop of Bath and
Wells who retained it until 1548 when it was transferred to lay
ownership. No charters are known but a market seems to have
been established, possibly under the 1227 grant to the bishop to
have markets in all his manors. A little town grew up and
Edward I1I granted exemption from toll, pannage and other dues.
Until modern times it had manorial government and its officials,
i.e., portreeve, bailiff, constable and minor officers, were appointed
at the Court Leet. Definite evidence of a borough court is not
available for medieval times. It became an important cloth town
but has no claim to borough status.

WiveLiscoMBE. There is no evidence of a Saxon settlement.
At Domesday the manor was held by the Bishop of Bath and
Wells and he had a palace there. The first indication of town life
dates from 1285 when Edward I granted the bishop a market and a
three-day fair. It had ordinary manorial type of government with
portreeve, bailiff and minor officers appointed at the Court Leet
and probably controlled by the bishop. I find no evidence of
delimitation of a town area or of any form of town self government
until recent times. It was never a borough in spite of the fact that
part of it was called the * borough.” It grew with a share of the
clothing trade.

CHEDDAR. The manor was royal property in Saxon times but
later was sold to the Bishop of Bath and Wells who held it until
Edward VI. The market and fairs granted by Henry III may
indicate a quite small town but it never flourished as a town and
the market lapsed. Axbridge had a market only 3 miles away.

YEeoviL. The early history of this town is interesting but not
easy to interpret as its charters have been lost. One interesting
feature is that while not a Saxon town it held the germ of one
before the Conquest. Domesday records 22 mansurae held
in paragio in Edward’s time as part of the manor which in later
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Edward I. Ashill, Rode, Wiveliscombe, Hinton Charterhouse,
Compton Dundon, Halse, Bishops Lydeard, Kilve, Weare, Hatch
Beauchamp, Keynsham, Broadway, Nether Stowey, Cucklington,
Westover (adjacent to Langport), Dulverton, Stanford Brett,
Wroxall.

With every latitude only some of these 34 definite places has
any claim to town status.

These two reigns are particularly interesting because they
coincide with a marked expansion of cloth making. The grants
of markets were made to the overlord, presumably obtained with
the hope that the villages would develop both local trade and
cloth making and bring profit to the overlord. Clearly this did
not happen except here and there. The cloth industry was de-
clining under Edward II and was only partially revived by the
measures taken by Edward ITI. This is reflected in the Somerset
market grants for only 9 were made under Edward 11, i.e., Shipham,
Yarlington, Chedzoy, Ashill, Backwell, Ubley, North Petherton,
Beckington and Curry Mallet, and only 7 during the long reign of
Edward III, ie., Ditchet, Wrington, Weston Zoyland, Chewton
Mendip, Portbury, King’s Brompton and Porlock. Under Richard
III and Henry V there was only one (Enmore) in the two reigns.
Collinson’s towns include the following :—

Martock. Collinson calls it ““ a large pleasant market town.”
It acquired a market in 1247 from Henry III and we know that in
the 17th century the lord of the manor built a market hall with
meeting room above and shambles stalls below. There is no
information as to any differentiation of townsmen with any form
of self government or a town with a distinct boundary separate from
the manor. Preb. G. W. Saunder’s interesting *“ Martock Notes ”
nowhere mentions any town or townsmen. The available informa-
tion suggests a large village with a market and in course of time
some of the inhabitants engaging in industrial occupations as in so
many Somerset villages. It shows the difficulty of defining a
“ town.”

CrEw MacNa. Collinson not only mentions a market but calls
it a borough and a large clothing town enriched with many privi-
leges. The manor was held by the Bishop of Wells. There may
be charters, but F. A. Wood (1903), in his history of Chew Magna,
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tacute is an exception, for the Prior was very liberal in his grants of
self government. It was an alien Priory and possibly this altered
its attitude.

We find in Somerset many towns which must have remained
very small until they expanded 'in the 15th and later centuries
with a share of the clothing boom in the West of England. Prob-
ably this is true of Shepton Mallet, Wincanton, Castle Cary, Bruton,
Milverton, Wiveliscombe, Crewkerne, Wellington and Ilminster.

Like other counties, Somerset has many examples of what we
can call Peter Pan towns which started but never grew up. These
are indicated above and good examples are Nether Stowey,
Stogursey and Montacute.

It is obvious that there are Ihany lacunae in this paper, but I
have tried to do the best with the material available and with
limitations on space. Indeed one purpose of this paper is to point
these gaps out for future workers. It is probable that there exist
unknown charters and relevant records which will amplify our
knowledge and perhaps put a new complexion on conclusions
which I have reached from incomplete data.



