


PART 1I
PAPERS, ETC.

Bronse Aae Barrows near Chetwton Menvip,

Somerset

BY AUDREY WILLIAMS, M.A., F.S.A.

CuewroN PLAIN, to use a local name, is the flattish central
portion of a northerly extension of the Mendip Hills (0.S. 6-in.

Sheet,

Somerset XXVIII N.E.). It lies 11 miles south of

Bristol and 6 miles north-east of Wells (fig. 1, 1). The main
Bristol-Wells road between the villages of Farrington Gurney
and Chewton Mendip crosses it north-east-south-west, while
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Fig. 1. (1) Map showing position in Somerset. (2) Map of Chewton

Plain showing position of Barrows.

(Based on Ordnance Survey maps, by permission of H.M. Stationery Office.)









42 Bronze Age Barrows near Chewton Mendip, Somerset

two flint implements, a convex scraper and a combined hollow-

and-side-scraper, both with characteristic Bronze Age steep
flaking with fine secondary working (fig. 6, 1 and 2). From

the body of the mound came a number of flakes and blades,

all used but unworked, and small lumps of carbonaceous shale

from the surrounding lias.

The remaining portions of the north quadrants were stripped
of topsoil and the surface of the mound examined for later
insertions, with negative results.

There was evidence of Romano-British use of the surface
of mound on the south-east margin, where a small discoloured
area covered with charcoal and ash suggested a hearth. On
it were found a few sherds of black fumed cooking-pot ware
and a little bronze D-shaped buckle of common type (fig. 11, 1).

Barrow 2 (F1Gs. 3 AND 9, 2)

The second site was three-quarters of a mile north-east of
Barrow 1, again in a field bordering the Bristol-Wells road.
Here the ground sloped gradually north-south, and the mound
having been much spread by ploughing its contours on the
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Fig. 3. Plan of Barrow 2.















46 Bronze Age Barrows near Chewton Mendip, Somerset

blance of the two urns is so close as to leave no doubt that
they were the work of members of the same comparatively
restricted group occupying the eastern Mendips. Beacon Hill
is but five miles south-east of the present site. Less akin is
the urn from a Blackdown, Mendip, barrow (No. 3, T.7),% in
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Barrow 3 : Cinerary Urn. (})

which though the shoulder decoration and the form are
analogous with those of the Chewton Plain urn the collar
decoration is quite different. The general significance of urns
with shoulder depressions has been discussed in recent years.?
It has been shown that they are derived from the lugged and

8 Dobson, Arch. of Somerset, p. 76, fig. 7, A.
® Fox, Arch. Camb., 1925, p. 177 {f. ; Varley, Ani. Journ., 1938, p. 163.
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(iii) a walled cairn over the mound, (iv) an outer stone ring,
(v) a final earth mound.

(i) The pit was dug to a depth of 2 ft. 9 in., through natural
soil, here a reddish-brown loam, and into the underlying rock.
At the mouth it measured 8 ft. 6 in. by 7 ft. 6 in., but at the
bottom it was very little bigger than the rectangular cist it
contained (3 ft. by 2 ft.). Slabs of lias standing on end and
uniformly 16 in. high formed the walls of the cist, bedrock its
floor. On the south the slabs rested against the vertical side
of the pit; elsewhere a packing of stones had been inserted
between them and the sloping pit-wall. This packing and also
the original horizontal stone filling of the pit above and west
of the cist had been left in position when, in Roman times,
a shaft was sunk through the centre of the barrow and the
cist re-used. The original capstone or corbelled roof of the
cist had disappeared, the burial inserted in Roman times being
given, as will be seen, other protection.

Burial 1 (Early Bronze Age). Outside the south-east corner
of the cist, just below the top of the slabs and resting on the
undisturbed packing stones, lay part of a skeleton (Plate V, 1,
right foreground). Its covering was the loose haphazard
stone-filling of the Roman shaft. The position of this small
pile of bones at once suggested that they had been lifted out
of the cist to make room for the later burial. Examination of
the bones confirmed this. They represented an adult of
Beaker type. The skull was brachycephalic with an index of
83-4 and the jaw characteristically heavy. Any accompanying
beaker had been totally removed.

(ii) Disregarding for the moment the later use of the pit the
small internal mound is the next feature to be described.
This had a diameter of 16 ft. 6 in., and, judging by the remaining
profile, was about 18 in. high. Its soil was much the same
colour and texture as the undisturbed surface and must have
derived partly from the digging of the pit. A few darker
brown streaks of somewhat sticky material were taken to
represent decayed turves, the old topsoil from the pit area
incorporated in this first mound.

(iii) The cairn (Plate V, 2), roughly circular with a diameter
of 28-29 ft., had a revetting wall of megalithic character
which stood 2 ft. high with a maximum of five courses
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of the left side. In its antero-posterior dimension the 3rd upper
molar was only about half that of the 2nd molar.

There is nothing of importance to state about the vertebra and
ribs which were very fragmentary. Both scapule were incomplete
and the glenoid cavity of each measured 27 X 29 mm.

Of the clavicles, the left, which was more intact than the right,
measured 143 mm., but probably its real length was 145 mm.

The humerus had a maximum length of 315 mm. for the right
side, while that of the left measured 310 ; the dimension for the
head was 46 mm. and 45 mm. respectively ; and the epi-condylar
width for the bones was 65 and 64 mm.

The right radius measured 242 mm. and the left 245. This greater
length of the left radius may have been some compensation for the
lesser length of the left humerus.

Neither the ulnz nor the bones of the hand and feet call for
special mention.

The femur length (maximum) of the left side was 449 and for
the right 448 mm. The right femur gave a platymeric index of 76-4.

Both tibiee were fairly complete, the overall length of theright
measured 365 mm. and without spine 359 mm. The left tibiz gave
365 and 360 mm. Platycnemic index of the left was 621 and of
the right 63-1. Both tibie showed marked squatting facets, and
a retroversion of the head of about 16°.

Only the right patella was present and this had a height of 42 mm.
and a width of 45 mm.

Of the ankle bones the left calcaneum was the more complete
and measured 80 mm. in length : the left astragulus measured
59 mm. with an angle of the neck of 20°.

The remains represent a male in the early thirties with a stature
of about 5" 5".

E. Male. The restored skull gave the following dimensions and
indices :—

Glabella-occipital length o s .. 198 mm.
Greatest breadth & o % .. 127 mm,
Auricular height ae i B .. 122 mm,
Cranial capacity 5t i 5% <o 1,479 ce.
Cephalic index .. i Ha > fic 64
Inter-temporal /inter-angular index .. & 92

The skull was unusually high and marked dolichocephalic. The
occiput showed a prominent boss and also that the individual was
right-handed.

The maxille showed the face to be rather prognathic and the
incisor teeth of the upper jaw overlapped those of the lower ; all
the teeth, however, were beautifully regular. The crowns of the
molars were much worn and the crowns of M2 and M3 of the left
side and the front of M2 of the right side were carious.

In the lower jaw the molars diminished in size very slightly from






64 Bronze Age Barrows mnear Chewton Mendip, Somerset

The left humerus had an estimated total length of 332 mm. ; its
head and tuberosity 43 mm. The epi-condylar width of the right
humerus measured 55 mm. ; this bone was incomplete proximally
and less robust than the left humerus.

The length of the left radius was 225 mm.; the width of its
head 21 mm. ; width of lower extremity 31 mm. The right radius
was missing.

The right ulna measured 273 mm. overall.

The femora yielded the following particulars :—

Left femur. Right femur.
Greatest length .. 490 mm. 488 mm.
Oblique length .. 486 mm. 487 mm.
Diameter of head .. 42-5 x 42-5 43 x 42
Bicondylar width .. 755 73 (slightly abraded)
Platymeric index .. 89 86
The left tibia gave the following dimensions :—
Maximum length including spine .. .. 396 mm.
Maximum length excluding spine .. .. 389 mm.
Platycnemic index i e v ws D
Retroversion of head .. e i cicon iE

The squatting facet was well marked.

The right tibia, which was incomplete, gave a platycnemic index
of 75.

The stature of the individual, estimated from the length of the
long bones, was 5’ 6”.

In cist (fig. 7,3). The skull, of a woman, gave the following
dimensions and indices :—

Glabella-occipital length i - .. 178 mm.
Greatest breadth . X et A 131 mm.
Auricular height . i | .. 115 mm.
Cranial capacity o o i .. 1,310 c.c.
Cephalic index .. e : J i 735

The lower jaw was measured and the followmg meagurements
obtained :—

Symphysial height ; ava 30 mm.
Width of ramus at Ievel of molar crowns .. 31 mm.
Biangular width ih 2 . o 84 mm.
Angle of jaw .. 3 i 140° approx.

The length of the humerus of the ngh‘u side was 312 mm., that
of the left 311 mm. The right radius measured 234 mm., and its
proximal head had a diameter of 22 mm. The maximum lengths
of the ulnze were, left 252, and right 251 mm.

The right femur had a maximum length of 432 mm., and a platy-
meric index of 74-2. The index of the damaged left femur was 76-6.

A maximum length of 360 mm. was obtained for the left tibia,
and a platyenemic index of 67-8 and an angle of retroversion of
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the head of 20°. The remainder of the skeleton calls for no special

mention.
A stature of 5’ 1” to 5’ 2” was estimated from the various long

bones.
Two burials (disturbed) from higher level in filling of pit (fig. 9, Section
4, 4).

These remains represented a young man of about 20 years of
age and a very young child. Of the latter, since the remains were
few practically nothing can be stated. Particulars of the adult,
however, are as follows :—

From the skull (after partial reconstruction) the following
dimension was obtained :—

Length .. 5 2l S vie .. 181 mm.
Since neither breadth nor height could be determined, cephalic index
and cranial capacity could not be obtained.

Of the upper limb thée right humerus measured 273 mm. in
length, and the right radius 203 mm. The lower limbs gave the
following measurements and indices :—

Left femur. Right femur.
Maximum total length .. 397 mm. 400 mm.
Diameter of head .. 38 x 37 mm. 37 x 37 mm.
Platymeric index. . .. 851 88

Neither tibia was complete, but the platycnemic index of the
left was 71-4, that of the right 75-0.

A portion of the hip-bone showed male characters. From the
long bones the stature of the individual was estimated to be 5’ 1"
to 5° 2",

Of its upper jaw there was a small portion carrying molars 1 and
2 ; while part of the lower jaw also carried portions of the permanent
dentition save M3.

Barrow 6. Burial from north edge of cairn (fig. 10,2). This material
consisted of fragments of limb-bones and skull of
an adult.

Burial east of centre of cairn (fig. 10, 3). There were
present two petrous bones, right and left, part of
the lower jaw with 1st molar on left side, and portions
of a thin-walled skull of an adult.

APPENDIX 1I

Tae CarBoNizED WooD FrROM CHEWTON PLAIN, SOMERSET.
BY H. A. HYDE, M.A., F.L.S.

Material from three different barrows was submitted to me.
Microscopic examination gave the following results :—

Barrow 1 : from the pit. About 20 distinet fragments, all small,
but mostly identifiable and, to judge from the state of preservation,
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abundant ash, occur much nearer, at Farrington Gurney : in all
probability such woods would in the absence of human interference
occupy the whole of the local area of clays and loams.

The botanical finds, therefore, are consistent with the supposition
that the local Bronze Age vegetation was similar to that of the
present day.



