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subseribers, and for workers to enable them to embark upon
transcription and editorial work.

Dom Ethelbert Horne made some remarks on the remains
of a Roman villa at the Cemetery at Keynsham, and hoped
that some systematic excavations would be arranged.

At the close of the meeting the members adjourned for
Iuncheon at the Walton Park Hotel.

M eston-in-Gotdano Thurch.

Soon after 2 o’clock the members left the hotel for the
Church of 8S. Peter and Paul, Weston-in-Gordano (the Rev.
T. G. Bird, Rector). Mr. F. Brice BoxND, F.R.I.B.A., described
this and all the other churches visited during the three days.
At Weston he said : The Church, as now standing, is a structure
of the earlier part of the XIV Century, with certain later
reconstructions. Tt consists of nave, chancel, tower at s.E.
corner of nave, and a chapel extending east from same. The
nave has been reconstructed and most of the visible features
are early Perpendicular, probably dating from the latter part
of the XIV Century. Of the same date are the arch between
tower and nave and the curious stone pulpit in the adjacent
wall of nave. The chancel, as now seen, is possibly rather
later in construction than the rebuilt nave. There is a straight
joint at the union of the walls on the north.

The south chapel, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene, is the
latest addition, and is mentioned in a will of Sir James Perceval,
1536 A.D.

Early Indications. The Perceval family built a church here
in the XII or early XIIT Century. This would have gone
eastward from the tower, whose lower part has masonry of the
early date. The arch leading to the Perceval chapel is an
early pointed one, filled in with a depressed arch coeval with
the late chapel. A similar plan is to be noted at Butcombe,
near Wrington. The font is a good example of early Norman
worlk, and indicates a yet earlier church.

The Choristers’ Gallery in the south porch is claimed to have
been the first of such galleries to be installed. There are
remains of many others in the district and over the Mendip
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of the most important problems with which Somerset archaeol-
ogists are confronted, for it is hardly too much to say that
there is nothing to compare with Wansdyke and its attendant
earthworks in this country south of the Roman Wall.

Second Dap’s Proceedings.

On Wednesday, July 5th, the members left the Walton Park
Hotel at 9.15 a.m. for

Tanbuty Camp,

which was approached from the north side of the range of
hills, the motor conveyances being left at the Clapton Nursery,
in the parish of Clapton-in-Gordano. The members ascended
the hill (about 300ft. high in this part) by a lane and crossed
the northern boundary of Tickenham parish, coming to a
halt at the excavations at the northern entrance of the Camp.

Mr. H. St. GEoreE GRrRAY addressed the members on the
subject of the Camp generally, the archsological °finds’
which had been made in the immediate neighbourhood, and
the trial-excavations which he had conducted on behalf of the
Somerset Earthworks Committee from June 14th to 20th. His
observations are incorporated in his paper on these excavations,
published in Part IT of this volume.

The PRuSIDENT supplemented Mr. Gray’s remarks and
thanked him for his address. The members walked round the
Camp, descended the hill, and proceeded to

Clapton-in-Gordang.

Clapton Court (in the occupation of Mr. J. A. Laver) was
visited first, but only the exterior was viewed.

Mr. Briea BoxD said that the Court was the seat of the
Arthur family, lords of the manor temp. Edward IT, from whose
reign the earliest part of the fabric is said to date. Richard
Arthur married Alice, daughter of James, Lord Berkeley,
¢. 1465, and their arms impaled on a stone shield attached to
the tower-porch attest its date.
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Chapel has a window on the north, of mid XV Century date,
and beneath it, traces of an altar. A small hagioscope, much
mutilated, remains at the south-east, and retains a painted
cross of re-consecration.

Portbury.

The Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary (the Rev. W. Coney,
Vicar) was reached at 12 noon, and was described by Mr.
Brica Boxb.

Plan of Building. The nave and aisles form a square of
64ft., and the great height of the latter adds a dignity of
proportion to the spacious interior.

Architectural History. Of the Norman foundation there
remains the south doorway, a fine example ; indications of
pilaster buttresses on the external walls, notably at the east
of aisles and chancel; certain quoins or jamb-stones built in
flush with the wall face, to the east; clustered piers of the
chancel-arch rebuilt in a later and possibly modern construc-
tion ; and lastly the font, removed in 1875 from the west end,
and its shaft raised. The date of the pilaster buttresses is
perhaps XII Century (see those in the north aisle). The
priest’s door has the semicircular head of the Norman time,
but the jambs are chamfered, and pendent stops added sug-
gestive of a XTIII Century alteration of an older feature.

XII Century Work. The nave arcade may be of this date,
and late in the century, about the time of the advent of the
Early English style, but its plainness makes for difficulty in
judging. At Wells and Glastonbury we have pilaster but-
tresses with the pointed arch, c. 1180 to 1200. To this date
would belong the stone seats still seen at Portbury around the
walls and the bases of the piers. These have been later hacked
away for pewing. In any case we must assume the rebuilding
of a smaller Norman church, but whether the arcade itself is
of the XII Century, or of that meagre period which succeeded
the Black Death is a moot point. The latter theory would
account for the rudeness of the work and the obvious signs of
economy. Remains of colour by the south door suggest a
date ¢. 1150.












































































































