
PROCEEDINGS 

ANN UAL G ENER AL MEETING, 1967 

The Meeting was held in the Somerset Room , Taunton Castle, on 
29th April 1967. About 60 members were present. The retiring 
President, Dr. E rnest Nea t, said how glad he was that during his 
year of office a Junior Section had been formed . This was an impor­
tant step when it was considered that hal f the population of the 
world is under 2 1. Tn prop osing Mr. R. S. Simms as his successor 
in the Pres iden tial chair , Dr. Neal spoke of M r. Simms's lifelong 
association with Somerset. His father had been a mem ber of the 
Society and Mr. Simms himself had joined it over 40 years ago. 
After leaving Cambridge he had worked for the Department of 
Ancient M onuments in Wales and had later become an Inspector of 
Ancient M onuments for a ll E ngland. Tn 1958 he was elected fell ow 
of the Society o f Antiquaries of London. Dr. Neat's proposal was 
seconded by Mr. F . C. Vickery. Mr. Simms then took the Cha ir. 
H e welcomed the formation of a Junior Section and remarked that 
he h imself had only been permitted to become a m ember of the 
Society at the age of 20, instead of 21, because he was an archaeo­
logical student. 

ELECTION OF O FFICERS AND M EMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 

On a proposal by the President, the following officers were 
elected : Mr. E . L. Kelting and Sir R . de Z. Ha ll (Hon. Secretaries); 
Mr. H . H. Adamson (Hon. Treasurer) ; and Mr. I. J. Jeffries (Ho n. 
Editor). 

The President then moved the election of five members of the 
Council to serve till 1970, and the foll owing were duly elected : 
M ajor Genera l R . Evans, D r. C. A. Ra legh Radford, M r. L . V. 
Grinsell, Rev. Aelred Watkin and Mr. D. D enton-Cox. 

SUMMARY OF THE SECRETARY'S REPORT 

M EMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. T he standardization of sub­
scriptions and the aboJjtion of Teacher Membership agreed at last 
year 's annual meeting had resulted in a loss of 51 members, in 
audi tion to the loss by resignation or death of a further 41 members. 
Against this total loss of 92 old members must be set an influx of 
73 new members, so that the net loss was only 19. Furthermore, 
owing to the subscription changes, revenue from this source had 
increased by about £80, and so the position could be considered 
satisfactory. T he membership of the Society was 886 (826 ind ivid ual 
members and 60 societies and insti tutions). This was four more than 
the membership in April 1965, and, as already stated , 19 less than 
in April 1966. 
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BRANCH AND AFFILIATED SOCIETIES. During the year the Bridg­
water and D istrict Archaeological Society and the Wincanton 
A rchaeological Group had so ught affi liation and this had bro ught 
the number of Affi liated Societies up to 16. T here were a lso the two 
Branch Societies. 

PROCEEDINGS. During March 1967, Vo lume 110 of Proceedings 
was sent out to a ll ordinary members. The vo lume included the 
Address by the retiri ng President on " T he Ecology of the Badger in 
Somerset". This paper was inc luded in the Natural H istory Notes 
supplied to members of the Natura l History Section, and a substantial 
number of offprints had a lso been ordered by the Somerset Ed ucation 
C ommittee for d istribution to schools in the County. 

ExcuRSIONS. (i) 4 J une 1966. Sand ford Orcas and Kingston Lacey. 
(ii) 7 J uly 1966. T he Bishop 's Palace and part o f the Ca thedra l 

a t Wells (G uide : Dr. R. D . Reid); Chewton and P riddy M inories 
(Guide: Mr. Robin A tthill). 

(iii) 26 to 29 Sept. 1966. W est Sussex area, with visits to the 
excavations at W inchester (described by Mr. M aiJett) , Winchester 
Cathedra l, Bosham Church , Chichester Cathedral, Petworth , 
Boxgrove Church, Arundel Castle, Parham H ouse and S ignor 
R oman Vi lla. 

E XCAVATIONS. F rom 10 A ugust to 13 September 1966 an excava­
tion was carried out at the Meare Lake East Village site under the 
direction of M r. Michael Avery. T his was a joint venture by the 
Somerset Archaeological Society and the Oxford University Archaeo-
1 ogical Society. An interim report on the excavation would be 
published la ter in the Proceedings. 

During the summer of 1967 .it was hoped to conduct an excava­
tion, u nder the direction of the Museum staff, on the site of the Old 
T own Mill nea r Taunton Castle . 

M EETING OF LOCAL SOCIETI ES. The annua l meeting of Branch and 
Affi liated Societies was held in Glaston bury on 29 October 1966. 
M r. J . T. Smith of the Royal Commission on Historica l Monuments 
gave an illustrated ta lk on vernacular architecture. The meeting was 
attended by representa tives of m ost of the Loca l Societies and by 
some members o f the Council of t he Parent Society. 

LECTURES. During the winter of 1966/7 the following lectures 
were arranged : 

1966 
26 Octo ber: 

5 N ovember : 

19 N ovember: 

Natura l History Section social evening. 
" P rehistoric Trackways o f the Somerset Levels" 

by Professor H . G odwin. 
"A Botanist in the Solomon Islands" by Mr. P. F . 

Hunt. 
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3 D ecember : "The H ydrology o f Somerset" by Mr. P. H. Baker. 
I 0 D ecember : "The Scrolls from the Dead Sea: Their Place in 

History" by Professor G. R. Driver. 
1967 
11 March: 

18 March : 

31 March : 

" A Traverse of Hadrian's Wall" by Rev. John 
Wall. 

"Tiger Beetles" (illustra ted by films) by Mr. G. H. 
Thompson. 

"The Beginning of Early Celtic Art in the Somerset 
Region" by Professor Martyn Jo pe. 

The lecture by Professor Driver was held in the hall of Bishop 
Fox's School and was open to the public. It was sponsored by the 
Museum Governing Body and the Somerset Archaeological Society. 

JuNIOR SECTION. The Council had decided that a Section sho uld 
be formed to cater specia lly for activities for Junior Members. 
Mrs. Wolseley and Mrs. Miles had kindly agreed to organize these 
activities, and Mrs. Miles would be speaking on the subject later 
in the meeting. 

MEARE LAKE VILLAGE, VOLUME IJL The final volume on the 
excavations at Meare by the late H. St. George Gray had been 
edited by Mrs. Aylwin Cotton and would be ready, it was hoped , 
on July 1st. A prospectus giving full details of this volume had been 
sent to al l members. 

LIBRARY. The Society were grateful to Mrs. A. J . Dodd who had 
been helping with a Shelf Catalogue of the Society's books which 
was in the course of being prepa red. 

TOPOGRAPHICAL PICTURES. A collectio n of pictures by Harry 
Frier of Taunton and district, recently acquired with the help of a 
grant from the Victoria and Albert Museum, wou ld be found hung 
on screens near the entrance to the Somerset Room. 

ANNUAL AccoUNTs 
The Secretary explained the accounts to the meeting and, on a 

proposal by Mr. Kelting, seconded by Mr. Pearce , they were adopted. 

SOMERSET RECORD SOCIETY 
The Honorary Secretary of the Somerset Record Society, Mrs. 

C . W. H. Rawlins, then gave her report for 1966/7. She recorded the 
deep regret felt by both the Record Society and the Archaeological 
Society at the death of Mr. Wilfrid Leighton. A member of the 
Record Society's Council since 1955 and its Chairman from 1962 to 
1965, Mr. Leigbton had been particularly helpful in reorganizing the 
Society to qualify as a charity. The cha rity covenant system had been 
put into operation, and the Society would begin to benefit from it 
in 1967. 
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Dr. R. W. Dunning had continued work on the Hylle Cartu lary 
which would shortly be ready for the press. Miss Claire Cross, 
lecturer in histo ry at York University, had underta ken to edit the 
letters of Sir Francis H astings of N orth Cadbury, an Elizabethan 
M .P. and leader of the Puritan party in church affai rs. Miss Cross 
had made a special study of the Hastings family in the 16th century 
and had had the opportunity of seeing the large collection of their 
letters and papers in the Henry E. Huntington Library in California. 
This volume should throw light on local politics and on ecclesiastical 
affairs in Somerset and elsewhere, in the period covered by the letters, 
and would contain an Elizabethan Survey of the Hastings esta tes in 
Somerset. 

The Council wished to congratulate Dr. R. W. Dunning, a 
member of the Council since 1963 and honorary editor of Vol. 68, 
on being appointed Editor of the Victoria County History of Somerset. 
Work on thi s project, sponsored jointly by London University and 
the Somerset County Council would begin later in the year. 

There had been a net increase of 12 in the membership of the 
Record Society. 

J UNIOR SECTION 
Mrs. Miles spoke on the proposed activities for junior members. 

Monthly meetings would be held on Saturday afternoons in the 
school room at Taunton Castle. Their purpose would be to encourage 
ind ivid ual p rojects with junio r members maki ng greater use of the 
Museum and the Society's Library. Any specialized help that could 
be given by senior members of the Society would be welcome. 
Records of archaeological and natural history finds would be kept 
and entered on distri bution maps of the area, and it was hoped to 
arrange an annual exhibition of work done during the year. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
About 120 members were present in the afternoon when Mr. 

R . S. Simms gave hi s Presidential Address on the history of the 
Society. The Address was followed by tea a t the Castle H otel. 

BRANCH AND AFFILIATED SOC IETIES 

The Ornithological Section reports another successful year. Member­
ship showed a steady increase to 335. 

Two lecture meetings were held at the Wyndham Hall, Taunton 
Castle: (I) Dr. C. J. F. Coombes's outstanding fi lm, "The Jackdaw's 
Year" , followed by his account of a trip to the Middle Atlas region 
of M orocco; (2) two films kindly loaned by the B.B.C. Natural 
History Unit, "The Lone Fisherman" (on the Grey Heron) and 
" The Life of a Kingfisher" . 
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Nineteen field meetings were held at, among other places, The 
Wildfowl Trust ; Chew Va lley, Cheddar and Sutton Bingham 
Reservoirs; Kingston Seymour ; Brean Down ; Huntspi ll ; Steart; 
Goblin Combe; Winyards Gap ; and Curry Moor. 

Mr. K. B. Young was elected Assistant Secretary and has been 
dealing with the Section's a ffairs in North Somerset. He has also 
taken over the a rrangements for the lecture meetings. 

The West on-super-Mare Branch of the Society made one half day 
and three whole day excursions in the summer of 1966. In the m idst 
of a full winter programme of lecture meetings the Branch held an 
At Home in January 1967 to mark the 75th a nniversary of its 
fo undation ; this was attended by the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Weston-super- Ma re (Co uncillo r and Mrs. R. W. Thomas) and other 
guests. At the same time an ex hi bition was staged at which photo­
graphs, paintings, etc. depicting Weston in the 1890's and today were 
on display. The exhibitio n included a special section on m odern 
archaeological techniques prepared by Mr. David To malin, who is 
Museum Assistant at Westo n. 

T he West Somerset Branch made excursions during the summer 
of 1966 to Brympton d'E vercy and Martock, and to Wilto n H ouse. 
The winter programme included four lectures and a fi lm show, as 
well as the Annual Meeting held at Dunster Castle. 

The Glastonbury Antiquarian Society went for their 1966 summer 
excursion to churches etc. in the Langpo rt area. The three winter 
lectures were a ll on excavatio ns carried out in Somerset during the 
previous summer. 

Shepton Mallet Natural History Society visited Cothay Manor, 
Taunton Castle, Corsha m Court and Lacock during the summer of 
1966. Monthly lecture meetings were arranged during the following 
wi nter. 

M embership of the Wells Natural History and Archaeological 
Society has risen to a record number of 318 a nd this has caused some 
pressure on the lecture room at Wells Museum and on the coach for 
excursions. The usual six lectures were given during the winter a nd 
the same number o f excursions a rranged. 

The biennial report published during the year contains a pre­
liminary account of the excavation at Witham Priory. The Great 
Cloister, which formed the basis of the Carthusian plan (Witham no 
doubt provided a pa ttern for the other 8 houses in England), has 
been accurately defined and a considerable length of the inner wall 
exposed. Owing to difficulty in getting helpers at this isolated spot 
work has to proceed slowly, but is being concentrated behind the 
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northern walk of the cloister where the church should be found, 
although there is some indication that its foundation trenches were 
completely robbed. The report also contains a note on a Romano­
British site near Priddy. 

The society has provided £100 towards the cost of the research 
station erected at Wells Bottom by its subsidiary group, the Mendip 
Nature Research Commillee. It is hoped that the station will be 
opened in the autumn by Lord Waldegrave. 

The Clevedon and District Archaeological Society held six lecture 
meetings at monthly interval s during the winter. In the previous 
summer, in addition to visits to Sudeley Castle and Hales Abbey, 
some members took part in excavations at Butcombe and Fyfield 
Down under Mr. Peter Fowler, and at Sea Mills under Mr. Max 
Hebditch. 

After the Annual Meeting of the Historical Association, llminster 
Branch, slides of her visit to Russia were shown by the Chairman, 
Miss Hatfield . Five other lectures were also arranged as well as visits 
to the Parent Society's library at Ta unton Castle, to Bath and 
Claverton Manor and to Cothay. Many members attended lectures 
on recording old buildings given under the auspices of Bristol 
University Department of Extra-Mural studies. 

During the year members of the Axbridge Caving Group and 
Archaeological Society attended courses in archaeological technique 
and practical excavation organized by the Extra-Mural Department 
of Bristol University. Several outings were arranged to excavations 
and sites of archaeological interest, such as hill forts of the Mendip 
region. Advantage has been taken of the opportunity to visit sites 
on the other side of the Bristol Channel provided by the opening of 
the Severn Bridge. Work has continued on the examination of sites 
on Mendip where turf is being removed. A pattern of occupation is 
now being built up by the collection of artifacts from these areas. 

The Bath and Camerton Archaeological Society has carried on 
with its examination of the Romano-British settlement at Nettleton , 
Wilts. A rectangular building erected during the Constantinian 
period was excavated and the interesting finds included an inscribed 
stone altar re-used in a furnace, bronze spoons, Kimmeridge shale 
spindle whorls and a curious iron harpoon weighted with lead. 
Over 500 coins, mostly of Valentinian and later issues, were found 
in a black layer, which bad been deposited over the site after the 
building had been destroyed. A full report is being prepared and 
will be published as soon as possible. 

In addition to a fu ll programme of lectures and excursions, a 
well-attended conference was held in October 1966, when papers 
on various subjects connected with local history, archaeology and 
industrial archaeology were given by members and guest speakers. 
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During the year a number of members have continued to record 
monuments and other surviving evidences of the industrial revolu­
tion ; and much conservation and restoration work has been done 
at the Society's headquarters at Gay Street, Bath. 

The six summer excursions of the Burn ham-on-Sea Archaeological 
and Natural History Society were well supported. The new Severn 
Bridge has brought many fresh places within reach and a visit to 
Wardour Castle was the first, it is hoped, of many trips " over the 
border". There was also a full winter programme of 5 lectures a nd 
the annual dinner. 

Mr. S. G. Nash has been vigilant in surveying sites in the district ; 
he has carried out a detai led excavation at Huish where mid 18th 
century pottery was found. Pottery from the 13th and 14th centuries 
had been found in the Fairford Road area of Highbridge, but it has 
not been possible to excavate there. 

The six summer meetings of Yeovil Archaeological and Local 
History Society included a visit to Winchester. Seven winter lectures 
included talks by Mr. Rahtz on his Ghana excavations and by Prof. 
Cunliffe on Portchester Castle. Excavations were continued this year 
under the direction of the Society's Chairman, Mr. L. C. Hayward, 
at the Roman villa site at 1lchester Mead. 

The Portishead Preservation Society has during the year become 
the Gordano Valley Society . The widened scope of the Society's 
interests has resulted in a substantial increase in membership - from 
52 in Aprill966 to 95 a year later. That the people of Portishead and 
district had a deep interest in the history of their valley was made 
clear by the large audiences attracted by three talks arranged early 
in the season which were designed to outline the story of Gordano 
from prehistoric t imes down to D omesday; and the audiences in 
their turn were made to realize the useful role this Society could play 
in serving that interest. Plans were made for the formation of field 
study groups to investigate various aspects of Gordano - its archae­
ology, geology, botany, etc. In all seven meetings were held with an 
average attendance of 53. 

Excavations in the grounds of Gordano School by pupils under 
the direction of Mr. A. B. Reid revealed a medieval barn, beneath 
which Jay a small Roman building. It is expected that further work 
will be done on the site and that an account will be published in 
due course. 

The full programme of trips and lectures arranged by the Frame 
Society for Local Study covered a wide range of interests. Among 
the thirteen outings, visits to local industries proved most popula r. 
A short course on recording vernacular architecture was poorly 
supported. 
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The Fro me Museum, which is staffed and maintained by members 
of the Society, was opened by the Chairman of the Frome U.D.C. 
on 11 May 1966. Of a number of "efforts" held by the Society to 
raise money for the Museum one was so successful that it was 
possible to pay for installing night-storage heaters out of the profits. 

Membership is increasing rapidly and a total of over 150 members 
had already been reached by mid 1967. 

Following up info rmation supplied by Mr. R. Rossiter of Yew 
Tree Farm, Venus Street, Congresbury, the North Somerset Archaeo­
logical Research Group fou nd two ki lns of 3rd/4th century date in a 
field behind the house. These were completely excavated and photo­
graphed, and several complete pots were reconstructed from the 
hundreds of sherds recovered. Further work on the site is planned 
and a ful l report will be published. 

Due to the observation of Mr. F. A. Kingcott of H am Farm, 
Kingston Seymour, a Romano-British occupation site within a 
quarter of a mile of the modern sea defences has been located. 
Within LOO yards is a medieval site. These two si tes should prove of 
considerable interest when it has been possible to investigate them 
properly. 

Members of the group have kept an eye on various earth-moving 
operations all over the area. Iron Age pottery has been recovered 
from a pipe trench at Kenn Pier and an extension of the Dial Hill 
(Cievedon) Romano-British occupation site investigated. 

Illustrated talks on local sites have been given by the Recorder 
to schools and other groups. Various chance finds by members of 
the public have been examined and several, by permission of the 
owners, are being deposited on permanent loan at the County 
Museum at Taunton. 

During the year the Bristol A rchaeo/ogical Researclz Group 
published their Field Guide No. 4 - Industrial Monuments in the 
Mendip, South Cotswold and Bristol Region by Neil Cossons. The 
Group's Bulletin continued to be issued to members. 

There were a number of meetings for members and juniors and 
in Apri l 1967 a weekend course on Wansdyke was arranged in 
conjunction with the Department of Extra-Mural Studies, University 
of Bristol. A second season of trai ning excavation , directed for the 
Extra-Mural Department and the Group by Mr. Peter Fowler, was 
undertaken on the native settlement of the Roman period at Row 
of Ashes Farm, Butcombe. A number of members took part in the 
excavations at Sea Mills, undertaken by the City Museum, Bristol, 
with Mr. Max Hebditch as director. 

The publication of the Keynslwm and Saltford Local History 
Sodety's first Study Groups report marked the end of a very success­
fu l year. Attendance at the series of winter indoor meetings averaged 
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around the 50 mark, while the numbers t urning out for the more 
inform al outdoor activities, such as the visit to J . S. Fry and Sons' 
Roman Museum and a public 'Walk into History' were a lmost 
embarrassingly high. But the principal concern of every local history 
society must obviously be to encourage indi vidua l and group 
research, and it is in this d irectio n that the Society's officers a nd 
committee have the greatest reason fo r satisfaction. Of the nine 
study groups listed in the first annual report members from at least 
two - the Inns and Aleho uses and the Ind ustrial Archaeology 
Groups - have the publication of origina l documents as their 
immed ia te target. 

A small excavation was undertaken by the Bridgwater and Districl 
Archaeological Sociely at H ackness, East Huntspil l. Here workings 
for a new sluice had uncovered 14th century pottery in an old ditch, 
and a lso the stone foundations of a bu ilding of the 17th century. 
In the winter the Society investigated a Ro mano-British site on the 
banks of the Huntspi ll River, which was exposed a t low water. 
Samples of pottery were sent to Birmingham Un iversity for labora­
tory examination. An excavation at the Old Post Office site in 
Bridgwater, where an attempt was made to trace the castle moat, 
proved unproductive. 

An autumn series of lectures on various subjects was followed 
d uring Jan uary, February and March by a course of lectures, 
arranged for members by the University of Bristol, on " Aspects of 
Archaeology" . A number of excursions were arranged during the 
summer and in addition field meetings were held at fortnightly 
intervals throughou t the year to visit local a reas of interest and to 
record field markings o r other items of possible archaeologica l 
significance. 

The Wincanton and District Archaeological Group came into being 
at the end of 1965. In the spring of 1966 it received a grant from the 
C.B.A. and began buying surveying equipment. Believing in self-help 
too, its energetic Treasurer raised money for more such equipment 
by holding a jumble sale. Surveying of the medieval moat, fields and 
fish ponds at M arston Magna was carried out. 

A Manor House or Rectory of c. 1500 at South Cadbury was 
demolished in 1965 and, when the digging o f a water-pipe trench fo r 
the bungalow being erected on the site revealed some interesting 
possibilities, the Gro up decided to investigate. But they had no idea, 
when they dug a trial trench at Easter 1966 of the spectacu Jar 
evidence which they were to uncover. Further trial work followed 
at Whitsun and nine hectic summer days of excavation under John 
Laid law's direction. The result was the uncovering of the remains of 
a hearth and early R oman tim ber buildings occupied from after the 
R oman conquest until t he 3rd centu ry. Finds included 6 Roman 
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coins, a complete large shale bangle and the handle of a miniature 
votive shield. There was a lso some 12th cen tury pottery. The work 
was done concurrently with the Camelot excavation a nd the Group 
records its gratitude to that august organization. 

The Group, whose activities include the holding of lectures, has 
some 40 members, but wants 140. 

During the summer o f 1966 the newly-formed Chard History 
Group carried out field-work around and within the boundaries of 
the o ld town, discovering in the process considerable portions of a 
'town wall '. The winter meetings were devoted to the study of com­
munjcatio ns in the town and vicinity. The group studies were split 
into four sections: Communications before the Turnpike Era; the 
Chard Turnpike Trusts; the Chard Canal ; and the Century of 
Railways. It is intended to publish booklets recording these studies 
and to deal with later studies in a simila r manner. 

A photograpruc section has spent much time in recording build­
ings due for demolition or dras tic alteration, and it has also photo­
graphed a number of items to illustra te the studies on communica­
tions. It has copied a few o ld photographs of buildings which no 
longer exist and is busily seeking more photographs and prints 
illustrating the town's past history. 


