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1t has an elaborate plaster ceiling, and the building probably
dates from about 1580. The members next went to the

Parisb Thurch of St. MWarp

where Professor Haminron Thompsox said that, during the
present meeting the Society was visiting three churches the
rectories of which were annexed to the ancient provostship of
Combe in the church of Wells. On 26th December 1224,
Bishop Jocelyn issued the decree which united the provostship
of Combe, including the churches of Chard, Combe St. Nicholas,
and Wellington to the insufficiently endowed provostship of
Winsham, which consisted of the manor and church of that
village. The four churches were appropriated to the provost-
ship, and vicarages ordained in all. While Combe and Winsham
were by this decree reserved to the jurisdiction of the dean and
chapter of Wells, the bishop retained jurisdiction over Wel-
lington and Chard in matters spiritual. The temporalities
were committed to the provost, who was the administrator of
the whole estate, divided into fifteen prebends in the church
of Wells. In the reign of Edward VI the provostship, with
the four churches and the manors of Combe and Winsham,
was appropriated to the dean of Wells.

The church of Chard had been deseribed on more than one
previous occasion at meetings of the Society. It was entirely
a building of the fifteenth century, with very slight traces of
the earlier church, and had no special idiosynerasies of plan or
detail. It was a good example of the church of a thriving
community, rebuilt during a period of local prosperity, with
plenty of provision for chantry chapels, of which it contained
several. The work was of a modest type, without great archi-
tectural ambition ; but the masonry throughout was of ex-
cellent character. Externally, the stringcourses and parapets
were especially noticeable, and the ~N. and s. porches were
admirable examples of good fifteenth century work, sound and
firm in execution.

The Grammar School

was next wvisited. Professor Tuomprsox said the date of the
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He dealt at some length with his subject, speaking of the
extent of the great continent and also its vegetation.

A number of fossilised sea urchins, ammonities, ete., were
shown for inspection.

At the close Colonel PemMBERTON expressed the Society’s
thanks to Sir William for presiding over the meetings and thus
giving them the benefit of his experience. They held the oldest
member of this Society in affectionate regard. He was sure
they would all re-echo his wish that he would be present again
at subsequent meetings of the Society.

On the return journey to the town a number of members
paid a visit to the excavations in connection with the water
scheme to examine greensand, blue lias, etc. During the after-
noon those interested in natural history visited the reservoir,
by kind permission of Colonel Gifford.

Enening 99ceting

The members met in the Town Hall at 8.30 p.m. when Mr.
St. GEorGE GrAY gave some particulars of the excavations
going on in the nave of Glastonbury abbey, which were being
made with the object of discovering traces of the earlier churches
that stood on that spot.

Lombe St. Micholas (Plate 11I)

The Rev. G. e Y. ALprincEe, Vicar of Combe St. Nicholas,
then read a paper on the history of the parish and its church.
It is printed in Part IT.

He was followed by the Rev. F. E. W. Laxapon, who gave
a history of ¢

Tatworth

in notes on the parish, families connected with it, and its manor.
Printed in Part IT.

At the end of the meeting, the Towx CLERK exhibited some
interesting charters and documents belonging to the town,
which he explained very fully.
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the later tower and of the various insertions of the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries w. of the chancel, must have been met
by the inhabitants and landowners of the parish, and it was
clear that they procured the best local workmen available to
execute the work.

Shrine of St. Canvida or ddita’

Father HorxE said that he thought the following account
taken from a pamphlet by the late Rev. C. Druitt, a former
vicar here, would be of interest, giving details about the shrine
of St. Candida.

‘. . . A dangerous settlement of the walls of the . transept

dislocated the old shrine, and reopened the ancient
fracture in the stone coffin to such an extent that it became
necessary to re-set the broken end. This was done on April
18, 1900, under the personal superintendence of the Clergy,
and it was during the execution of this work that the discovery
of the Relics was made.

¢ The broken end of the coffin having been withdrawn from
under its Purbeck glab, there was seen within, the end of a
leaden casket, exactly eight inches square, and on it, cast in
raised letters on the lead, was the following inscription in letters
of the twelfth or early thirteenth-century style :

CT . RELIQE . SCE . W

which occupied the entire length of eight inches. Further
examination showed that this was the square end of a leaden
reliquary, lying on one of dits long corners or edges, another
such edge or corner being supported against the ~. side of the
coffin. The floor of the coffin, between the reliquary and the
s. side, was covered with dust and many fragments of bone,
wood, and lead, including two perfectly sound but considerably
worn teeth, one molar and one incisor ; and the reliquary
itself, on being carefully drawn out, was found to be 2 ft. 5 in.
long, and to have been very badly damaged by being ripped or
torn open from end to end. The incrustation of oxide on the

1 See article in Proceedings 1891, on St. Whyte and 8t. Reyne by Hugh
Norris.
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ddipicelackington, Thurch of Sf. MWarp

Speaking in the church, Mr. H. Sr. GEORGE GRAY said that
in Domesday this manor was called Wislagetone. ° Almar held
it in the time of king Edward, and gelded for ten hides.’

The Montsorrels were owners of Whitelackington from 1100
to 1327. There is recorded a confirmation of gift to this church
by James de Monte Sorelli in the first year of Richard I (1189).
In a later record the name of Robert de Monte Sorelli, A.D.
1277, is found.

Sir Thomas Beauchamp held Whitelackington in the earlier
half of the fifteenth century ; his daughter married Sir John
Speke, circa 1430. This is mentioned because Thomas Gerard
of Trent wrote : ‘ Unto this Sir Thomas Beauchamp I believe
I may without prejudice to any other ascribe the building of
that ancient faire house still remaineing in Whitelackington,
* because both in it and the adjoining church I have frequently
found his arms.’

The following deed poll, 10th August 1614, is of interest.
It records that Sir George Speke of Whitelackington, knight,
grants a yearly rent of £26 issuing out of his manors of White-
lackington and Atherstone, to his trusty and loving friends
(named) © for the maintenance of a sufficient lecturer preacher
to preach and perform a lecture sermon every Wednesday in
the parish church of Whitelackington ’. The lecturer to be
M.A. of Oxford or Cambridge and to be specially approved by
the heads of Magdalen and Corpus Christi, if an Oxford man,
and by Christ’s and St. John’s, if a Cambridge man.

The Somerset Hearth Tax, 1664-5, states that White-
lackington House had no less than twenty-two hearths. To-day
Mr. S. Creed, the occupier, tells us there are thirteen chimneys.
The Hearth Tax was a payment to the king of 2s. on every
hearth. Owing to its inquisitorial nature this tax was very
unpopular and was finally abolished by statute, 1 William and
Mary. 1t is calculated that when the tax was discontinued
it produced over £200,000, equal to nearly a million of the face
value of our money of to-day.

Mr. PriLir Sturpy then described the architectural features
of the church at some length. He said that of the original









Monmouth Tree lv

about them would know the moment of the elevation. These
openings may be found in all periods of architecture, from
Norman right up to the Reformation.

So much time had been spent in the church that there was
not much opportunity of seeing the Manor House, which had
been considerably modernised. Some of the members, how-
ever, walked. through the house by permission of Mr. Samuel
Creed.

SBonmouth Tree

Proceeding southward over a pasture field, the members
came to the remains of the  Monmouth Tree’, where Mr.
H. St. GEorcE Gray read a short paper on * Whitelackington
and the Duke of Monmouth in 1680 °, which is printed in
Part 11 of this volume.

This concluded the places to be visited by the Society, and
the return journey was made to Chard by Windwhistle. At
Oaklands, Chard, the President, Colonel J. W. Gifford, and
Mrs, Gifford entertained the members to tea, and afterwards
the President showed and explained many of his scientific
instruments to the party. After a suitable vote of thanks had
been given to Colonel and Mrs. Gifford for their kind hospitality,
the members returned to Chard, and the Annual Meeting for
1927 concluded.



